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By MIKE KAPLAN 
Tel Aviv, Jan. 1. 
Every Saturday night at 9:30, in 


Tel Aviv’s Second of November 
Square, traffic comes to a dead 
step. It has to. From the Moo- 


grabi Opera Buiiding, waves of ex- 
cited, shirt-sleeved Israelis pour 
out onto the sidewalk, churn their 
way through mobs waiting to get 
in, and splash happily out onto the 
street to discuss, in a dozen differ- 


ent languages, the shows they've 
just seen. For 9:30 Saturday is 
the hour when the Moograbi 


Cinema and the Chamber theatre, 
both housed in the same building, 
wind up one performance, take a 
deep breath and start a second in 
an effort to meet the rising demand 
for seats on this traditional “date 
night.”’ 

This is showbusiness in Israel— 
a never-ending stream of people 
pleading, cajoling and fighting for 
a slice of a skimpy entertainment 
cake as a welcome change from the 
drab diet offered under one of the 
most rigorous austerity programs 
ever known. The supply is never 
equal to the demand, for films, 
legit and concerts are the only 
Steady fare. Symphonies’ and 
operas are spasmodic at best, there 
is no nightclub or vaudeville mar- 
ket to satisfy an entertainment-hun- 
gry public, and the radio, like gov- 











ernment-controlled ether almost 
everywhere, offers only a_ badly- 
balanced melange of good music 
and dul! speeches. 

The average small-town Ameri- 
Can has a more varied and a bet- 
ter quality entertainment menu 
available to him than the upper- 


Class resident of Israel's largest 
City. Nor is Tel Aviv alone in its 
undernourished condition, enter- 
tainment-wise; if anything, it is bet- 
ter supplied than Haifa and Jeru- 
‘Continued on page 15) 


Temple Pic Yanked 
As Divorce Publicity 
Seen Hitting at B.0. 


“ears that Shirley Temple's re- 
Cent divorce has greatly reduced 
re b.o. potential is causing United 
ttl to withdraw temporarily 
from release “A Kiss for Corliss,” 
the Colin Miller production in 
Which she’s Starred. When the 
Playoff is completed in those ter- 
ritories where the pic has already 
+a _in release, UA will put 
Sg aa on the shelf until April 
Ten); hoping by that time Miss 

mple’s domestic affairs will be 
forgotten. 
rpite opened extremely badly. de- 
ty vd first-rate area-wide publici- 
Millers ben around Des Moines, 
tt tik Ss nometown, in November. 
. 'Kewise did poorly in first-run 


sts 


> Pee Angeles. It picked up con- 
in barge however, in later runs 


erag 


og biz in San Diego, Santa Bar- 


: Riverside, Pasadena and Po- 
(Continued on page 63) 
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at area, doing better than av-. 





BBC Can TV Fights If 
It Pays for Unsold Seats 


London, Jan. 10. 
British Broadcasting Corp. has 


received an offer which gives it a 
practical opportunity to put to the 
test its claim that video stimulates 
boxoffice sales. Boxing promoter 
Jack Solomon, who has three big 
dates set within the next few 
months, has offered the BBC free 
telecasting rights on one condition. 

All Solomon asks is that the 
BBC should pay the boxoffice value 
of any unsold seats. 


Action-Pix Diet 
Appetizing For 
Popcorn Sales 


Kansas City, Jan. 10. 

Exhib prospects look corny for 
1950-—which means plenty of ac- 
tivity at the concession counters. 
According to the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, there'll be enough 
of those popping kernels next year 
to insure the same profitable oper- 
ation exhibs had in this field in 
1949. 

Of the $125,000,000 net profit in 
the whole popcorn field, theatres 
will cut the biggest slice, followed 


by commercial poppers, wholesale 
grocers and seed retailers. It 
wasn't always so, since corn was 


mostly a homepopped commodity 
less than two decades ago. After it 
found its way into theatres as a 
traffie puller, big chains followed 
the indies in capitulating to the 
popeorn juggernaut. 

Exhibs have discovered that the 
best players for the popcorn ad- 
dicts are the action and swash- 
buckling names such as Alan Ladd, 
Betty Hutton, Bob Hope, Humphrey 


‘Continued on page 53) 


DANNY KAYE’S $25,000 
FOR FLA. NITERY DATE 


Miami Beach, Jan. 10. 

Danny Kaye has been booked for 
the Beachcomber, Beach, 
at probably the highest salary ever 
paid a cafe entertainer Kaye, who 
goes in for two weeks starting Jan. 
18. is reported to be set for $25.- 
000 weekly. Last time he played 
that spot, several years ago, he got 
$20,000 weekly plus overages. 

Kave’s Beachcomber stipend 
the same as his guarantee at the 
recent Roxy theatre, N. Y., date 
where he got $25,000 plus 50% of 
the gross over $110,000. During 
the first week of his engagement 
|he earned $37,000, which is the 
highest sum ever taken out by a 
‘single in vaudeville, 


is 
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By JOE COHEN 
Many current shortcomings in 


the present state of show business 
can be traced to the lack of quali- 
fied personnel in the talent agen- 
cies, according to a dominant trend 
of thinking in the industry. Short- 
age of top agents has been felt for 
some time; in recent years com- 
paratively few have been devel- 
oped. 

Many top percenters of the old 
days have lett for more lucra- 
tive fields such as personal man- 
agement, or have gone into com- 
parative retirement by handling a 
small list of top earners. This 
has left only a small group of 
upper-echelon agents, such as the 
Morris office and Music Corp. of 
America. 

Shortage of good 10°%-ers is so 
marked that many are wondering 
if the talent-representation field 
has lost its creative touch. The 
paucity of top performers current- 
ly being developed indicates that 
many promising fledglings aren't 
being guided in a manner that will 
lead to eventual stardom. 


Lack of new _ high - powered 
names is evident in films, radio, 
cafes. vaude, bands and legit. It 
has been argued that decreased 


production in all these fields has 
hampered the development of star 
performers. However, some agency 
men feel that situation is largely 
their fault because they permitted 
sources of revenue and talent de- 
velopment to disappear. It’s felt 
that if new entertainment formu- 
lae had been developed during the 
heyday of vaude and bandshows, 
(Continued on page 61) 


Mary Pickford Set For 
NBC ‘Theatre of Valor, 
Also Daytime Gab Strip 


After 


several weeks’ negotia- 
tions, Mary Pickford inked an ex- 
clusive radio pact this week with 
NBC Immediate plans call for 
the silent film star to do a day- 
time strip show and a weekly half- 
hour nighttime program. starting 
soon. NBC has also optioned her 
services for television and she may 
do a videc series in the fall. 
Programs are to be produced by 


PRB, Inc., indie package agency 
in which Mary Pickford is_ part- 
nered with her husband, Buddy 
Rogers, and with Mal Boyd, per- 
sonal manager of both Davtime 
series will be 15 minutes, with 


Miss Pickford commenting on news 
and current events and interview- 
ing guest celebs. Nighttime series, 
to be titled “Theatre of Valor” 
and produced in association with 
Government agencies, will feature 
dramatizations of American. sol- 
diers’ heroism, with Mias Pickford 
narrating. 

Ex-film star planed to the Coast 
Sunday night (8) but will return 
within 10 days to get both shows 


‘under way. 


York, 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


AGENTS FIDDLE AS TALENT BURNS 


| Pix-Legit-Concerts as the Israeli Oasis. Nf 
But Native Thirst Goes Unquenched | 
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Congress Cabinet in Radio-Video 
~ Amateur Show to Bolster Heart Fund 





Washington. Jan. 10. 
» ‘ ’ An “Original Amateur Hour” 
Ingrid ‘Breakdown | dues tiaiege pee 
. show like none before is being 
I lanted by Roberto shaped up here to kick off the 1950 
Rome, Jan. 3. campaign of the American Heart 


Ingrid Bergman’s “nervous 
breakdown,” which was widely re- 
ported in the Italian press, was a 


Association on Feb. 2. 
The talent, drawn from Congress, 


phoney deliberately planted by the armed services, the diplomatic 
Roberto Rossellini as a means of Corps, cabinet, etc., with reports 
keeping newspapermen away from that veep Alben Barkley will also 
the couple over the Christmas holi- perform, has been rounded up by 
days, it is reported here. biggies of the Heart Association. 


It is being auditioned and whipped 


In good health, Miss 3erg- t 
into shape by producer Lou Gold- 


man is planning to accompany the 


Italian producer-director to loca- berg and director Lloyd Marks 
tion for the shooting on his new Idea is to run a 45-minute 
film about the life of St. Francis “Salute to Washington” over the 
of Assisi. entire ABC web and then to con- 
Se ee a tinue with an after-show which 
may last another two hours. The 


lineup is expected to sell out Con- 
stitution Hall where the show will 
originate. 


Beries Mild Pic 


~ Gross Proves TV 
No Barometer 


B.o. results on Miiton Berle’s 
“Always Leave Them Laughing’ — 
the first major test of a television 
star transplanted to films—reflects 
the same phenomenon that proved 
true on radio. Grosses are mild 
compared with the tremendous 
popularity of the performer in his 


is talk that NBC, which 
carries the “Original Amateur 
Hour’ on TV, may also cut in to 
push the cause along via television. 
Thus far it is too early to set the 
cast. However, it is expected to be 
one of the most famous and most 
solidly loaded with top brass shows 
ever to perform over the air. 
Auditions commenced today (10) 
at a suite at the Willard hotel and 
will continue through Friday. Can- 
didates will try out from several 
embassies. At least one cabinet 
member will try his hand and two 
Justices of the Supreme Court may 


There 


ne grind only try their luck at entertaining on 
behalf of the Heart fund. Mem- 

- The Berle film, produced by pers of congress are a dime a 

Warner Bros., did moderately good gozen in the lineup 

biz in New York, where there’s a hie Se ae ; 

maximum concentration of video Goldberg said he would import 


coaches, gag writers, vocal teachers 
and anyone else who could help to 
whip the big name lineup into a 
hep amateur show. 


sets. It is doing only fair in smaller 
|towns in video areas. There hasn't 
been sufficient playing exverience 
with it yet to judge in small non- 
TV cities, but expectation is that 
without the draft of Berle’s tele 
reputation grosses will be eompar- 
atively weak. 





Logan, Hayward Eschew 
‘Trees’ Program Credit; 
Hayes Gets Top Terms 


Although Joshua Logan and Le- 
land Ilayward are co-producing 
The Wisteria Trees,” neither thev 


B.o. reflects experience with ra- 
dio stars such as Jack Benny, Fred 
Allen. Fibber McGee & Molly 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, Kay Kyser, Sena- 

(Continued on page 54) 


MacDONALD-RAYMOND oecai ier une presentatig race 
is that it 1 f see > er- 
UNIT IN ARMY HASSLE. doing it for’ tozan to get Suan 


tional billing besides his listing as 


‘ienna, Jz 7 , eet 
Vienna, Jan. 3 adapter and director. 


New Year's weekend visit of the ee: ; : 
Air Force entertainment unit head- Program will simply list Helen 
ed by Jeanette MacDonald, Gene Hayes and the title o the play, 
taymond, Maxie Rosenbloom oA adaptation of ‘ hekhov s ‘The 
Shirley Ross and Gypsy Markoff, Cherry Orchard,” and Walter Abel, 


. ‘ . ni : tt at IAMayYy . . ‘ 
wound up in mutual ill-feeling be- Kent Smith and Peggy Conklin as 


: att ‘ed avers © ve) rie. 
tween local Army and Air Force Ke ; : fi — w It had been de 
f A ide . > r th- P ‘ -¢ 
and Miss MacDonald and her hus- ‘ nid rom the first that Hayward 
band. Army people in Vienna were “OUUG De a silent partner in the 


presentation. 

Production is budgeted at $100.- 
000, most of which is understood 
to be*supplied by Logan and Hay- 
ward personally, with only a few 
regular associates included as back- 


especially peeved at the last-min 
ute cancellation by Raymond of 
troupe’s long-scheduled and heavi- 
ly-advertised appearance on after- 
noon of Dec. 31 at 110th Station 
Hospital, where 200 patients were 


disappointed. Special Services of- ¢'s. All members of the cast are 
ficers quoted Raymond-MacDon- being signed for two seasons 
(Continued on page 54) i (Continued on page 63 
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Strong Year Ahead for Show Bz 
On Basis of Advance Tax Estimates 


2 MISCELLANY 


Talent Guilds Stand Pat in Peace 
Moves on East-West TV Squabble 














Outlook for ; 
of the jurisdictional dispute over 
video between east and west coast 





an early settlement 
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Chevvy’s Virginia Hoopla | 
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Washington, Jan. 10. 
Strong year ahead for show piz 


‘is forecast, by Government experts 


on the basis of budget estimates 


























































talent guilds grew dimmer this Oisieaes Jae 30 Mexico City, Jan. 10. for fiscal 1951, as submitted to 
wk wi >} sac pref sj g 1 ce : » ic » "acs . * y 
hs id vier se ae Bite Bob Crosby, Monica Lewis, | Tyrone Power intends to top his arg yesterday (9) by Pregj.- 
a casiiation brightened, Peter Donald and the Song Spin- pic career by returning to the dent Truman. 
oe wes pe a. for ners were brought together for a stage. He revealed that in an in- In the new fiscal year, which 
however, by joint overtures for radio program and stage show on terview here, where he and Mrs. commences July 1, 1950. the Goy. 
new hegotiations which were mane Friday (6) under the sponsorship Power (Linda Christian) made ernment will take down $395,000. M 
ay men tae Scream nc + ay of the Virginia Chevrolet Dealers two personal appearances (6) at 000 in the 20% amusement tay the . 
on the Coast and the newly formed err ‘ine Alameda, firstrun cinema, (providing the rate is not e | 
nm oe he ts icing ASSN the Cine Alameda, firstrun ¢1 . not oe 
STOR AMAOENY. mia Show was originally scheduled where “Prince of Foxes” ,( 20th) changed), Mr. Truman predicted amy 
Rive eastern talent howrageay 9nq (oO emanate from the Radio Center is current to landoffice biz his compares to an estimated : 
TVA, at a meeting of its 1,200 Theatre of WRNL which fed the! Stage return, though, n't be $385,000,000 for the current fisca| or 8 
members at the Astor hotel, N. Y., program to 19 Virginia outlets. De- " for at least two years andagat first, year, which terminates on June 30; pene 
Monday (9), indicated — a ieee mand for free ducats was too great e__; — will be held to two plays, Power ee age fe pe OF 9085.- in Re 
willing to make a partnership With ¢ the 250-seat house, and show r I ‘plained. Plays are “Hamlet” and 843,793 for the fiscal year whi a 
the SAG and Screen Extras Guild had to be switched to the National, WILL MAHONEY — ; ane” Power ended June 30, 1949. ship | 
in both live and filmed TV. In papian - Wilmer - Vincent pic the- THE INIMITABLE played with Katharine Cornell in| The extra $10,000,000 in taxes pp 
event of a deadlock on the form atre. Tve been all over the Wor los Lads, “Romeo and Juliet.” would reflect an additional $50- _ Des 
of partnership, TVA advocated but, it’s still Schraft’s Iee Cream? 000,000 biz done at the boxoffice 000.0% 
that the issue should be settled by -Lindy’s Cheese Cake... Young and gate of all amusements ex- 000, 
membership action, either through F . D ’ R | and Robbin's Clothes. ..Gaiety | ¢ d ; T k T cept niteries) subject to the bite. the d 
joint meetings or guild conven- yestrain oesn t esuil Foner cog hee nist cu Cava Cade ifeks to enn. An estimated 80% of the adiiis- 300,0¢ 
tions. F Vid Vi . a Se vg hs eo afta oa H sions tax comes from picture thea- the i 
ushnihnes wJaO C7iasers Associate a. : 4 i ’ 
SAG. in its most recent tetter to. From Video Viewing, —pisiines: Jo To Salute Local Boy Hero; tres, tence, ir the “Governneny fF 7200 
the TVA board, held its point of . | Fo wea ee crystalball-gazers know their stuff asics 
view that any partnership agree. L.A. Survey Discloses Lund, Caulfield Co-Starred inere wit! be a good vear ahead og 
ment on video jurisdiction has to a " ; U: : es for the exhibitors. one 
recognize two fields, live and film, Television pee ging a ae ope u ial apr ceri gre ae A Get hee ie jane 
i ee iations ngs ee : ul | This week’s “Cavalcade of Amer- dent’s estimates re‘ what is versio 
a ae <a a eves, according to a survey con- 9 44 7 This week’s Ca\ alc ade 0 : : aon ee wo! sor fag 
ie eelating- ounitens tart ducted by the Television Broad- lea” program exiginating here 6 that the night spois have b them 
o SLE < . . ‘ . me « . ‘ « - cc aaN 
et yegotiating ¢c casters Assn. Survey was under- Ryman auditorium and fed to 152 |," . hi seed “gt oar North 
from scratch without any binding in ee i ek ae 1 tory ear- ie padly hit and are still on the skids. ; 
preconditions. TVA has also in- ne ig yD aeae Sd oe ‘Sept “16 0a a as network stations by WSM. pre- During the last fiscal vear. re. charit: 
: ; ‘ . ‘ie V AILY A STY we ° *. ¢ : ‘ é ‘ 
Pe ees SN eilalold isle socental that many nurses ‘ sented a drama based on the life lena Boing gg the tax take ee 
of filmed sequences and celluloid |" S dations dibiebehiiln 2 : avis. Tennessee’s boy from the 20% bite on nitery tabs priests 
: : : > ‘sing sion of the | of Sam _ Davis, ennessee ; a ots 
commercials in live video since from the nursing division of 1 PAE tries was $48,856,669. For the current rhe 
hese ‘idental filmed shots are |. A. Board of Education were ad- HH] rena OWS hero of the Confederacy. pearing song Metal pgliabephleday beak 
these incidental Hime? S08 oe.|vising juves “to shun television’ i sided ; rnd by the (eo ne be 1gure expected ser 
subordinate to the live characte! a daimanaas f the harmful effect to The program, sponsored by the 4, slip to $42,000,000. And if the week ¢ 
of the shows. SAG has shown + eared eT ee | Top names are again being at- dU Pont company, — ge — 20° tax remains unchanged. the and tl 
tendencies of compromising this i ey ee) ee ee ee . - nceae pe UO that company's plant at nearDY pPogeral government will receive which 
point but has Pees the door on Broadcasters Assn. —— aia tracted to the giant grosses Of Oiq Hickory on the occasion of its only $40,000,000 in the next fiscal could 1 
TVA entering the straight vidpix of Pigeon sage Fg vera ‘aaa. arena shows. Bob Hope and Gene 25th anniversary. peor katy. 
; i : ‘ mbers ¢ he nation’s D- P : ; ; year, I 
field. senat ‘pehouastele and medical asso- 4utry have announced tours in the John Zoller, director of the Mr. Truman figured virtually no North 
SAG also nixed TVA’s demand ¢iations in an effort to establish king-sized showshops, with Hope show, headed a party ot 25 actors, change next year in the tax re- — 
that the film union cease its ne- the facts. Association states the! slated to do 45 dates in ballparks, musicians and bpgone ogae grt ceipts from coin-operated amuse- ' ner 
gotiations with producers of video survey proves conclusively that! .enas and fairs. while Autry is from New York, with the stars, ment and gaming machines and . ast 
films until the jurisdictional issue oye strain may result from tele- gM TS . ice John Lund and Joan Caulfield, such things as bowling alleys and reperc! 
was settled between them. In fact, vjcion viewing but is not caused slated to do a 60-day jaunt, which coming direct from Hollywood. billiard tables. Times, 
SAG is currently pushing its con- py jt started last night (Tues.) at the! Seript from the drama was | There was little comfort for (1 
tract talks for wage co gg gee = Survey quotes Dr. Franklin M. Convention Hall, Hutchinson, Kan. adapted from the novel, oe — biz in a oe - ; “ 
additional pay for reuse of vidpix Foote, exec director the National a ee ae dan’s Stormy Banks,” by Adelaide ion message whic 1e@ Presiden G ld 
with Television Film Producers gociety for the Prevention of ars eee mee — —_— Rowell of Chattanooga and “Sam delivered in person to Congress oia\ 
Assn. on the Coast. Prelim talks Blindness, as saying, “In some | lined up by Charles V. Yates of Davis, Confederate Hero,” by last Wednesday. He suggested that 
with eastern pix producers have cases a person with minor visual the Associated Booking Corp. Edythe Johns Rucker Whitley of there would be excise cuts but that As 
already been held by the SAG and defects | may complain of eye Yates got the okay for the dates Nashville. they would be limited in scope eh 
“ ill resume shortly. fatigue after spending hours focus- during a visit last week to Hope's ports in Washington are that he 
r'VA meeting on Monday, at- jng on a small screen. He may dis-| ? * : ? will not ask Congress to change 
tended by Associated Actors and cover he needs glasses. But he California home. Tour is slated to Brit Panto With Cha lin the rate on admissions or night Sam 
Artistes of America members in would have needed them if he run from July 1 to Sept. 15, dur- . , p clubs. York f 
New York. voted full confidence in started to read books or went to ing the summer hiatus of his radio P Du f US Ai ° On the. other hand, he declared will ge 
TVA’s handling of negotiations the movies every night. Television rf ‘ few vear Yo 0g e or We iring that he would ask for more tax in- lengthy 
: ; | eT show. Hope, for the past few years, ’ ; — 
conditions also gave an interim re- trouble already existed.” as spen e summer on o— an A traditi 1 E lish pracy tions. At least some of these in- as long 
port on its activities in setting up Dr. Elmer M. Soles, Director of grosses have run as high as 4 "be itiona dir ng - gel creases, he told Congress should ent wi 
video standards. Public Information, American Op- $500,000. ar i “9 Ane ig from a i be in the corporation rates. It is look in 
= tometric Assn., stated, “Great | The Autry deal has been lined atre 1as onday ; Was recol to generally expected that he will films i 
ocke } b simultaneously on film, and will laces 
e e itechnical improvement has _ been A - 5 e : . <5 . also ask for an extra nibble in the places 
Phil S italn 5 Femme made in television equipment, and UP by : utry s flack, David B. Wha- be shipped to America, where @lhioher brackets of personal in- ie | 
p y vision specialists are in agreement len, and will swing from the mid- prolog pee! be added by Charles) iome. be onl: 
Band Si ned for Next that viewing television is not likely west into Canada, through the east, — ee pag yng Both corporation and high- willl be 
g create > ccak ca thet is then scuthwest, winding up at Ft. The panto “Little Red Riding re gp oe tax pga ~ erg: 
. oes on at v : , : ee gee . = hit show iness as much as i art, 
Xmas by Last Frontier may call attention to visual prob- Smith, Ark., mid-March. Autry’s Hood,” was telecast from Collins eed pees any industry. The “Edge 
hil Spitalny and his all-girl or- [€™S Of long standing. The Phila- cast will inciude the Cass County Music Hall, the oldest in London, pyecigent will shortly submit. his Is east, 
Rises os cal mpd — an delphia Committee for the Pre- Boys, Johnny Bond, Pat Buttram, Where Chaplin often appeared with proposals to Congress for changes prez of 
: cag Bare ii . ¥- Pow — * Bese vention of Blindness is in accord Pinafores, Frank Marvin, Carl Cot-, Fred Karno. in the tax laws. decide 
vnc a hae tae” eae gee with the thinking of Soles and ner and Rufe Davis. “Little Red Riding Hood” is one Sachso 
1 a wc Solislay to = tae Foote. It's becoming increasingly evi- | Of the best known of British pantos as sale 
nie obnedl starting Dec. 2 at $60-- aieremaMacePnG dent that the grosses being realized and is played in true boisterous IRENE CASTLE DUE Gold 
000 for the full engagement Ted i aaa Into N ie from the tours represent only part fashion. Principal boy is Vicky, Coast 
Deltalay's avew muaee the Last - of the income. Program sales are Gale as Robin Hood. Betty Baxter FOR SHOW BIZ RETURN stay to 
Srontier durine the recent Christ- ‘Copacabana Feb. 15 good for at least $50,000 profit has the title part, Pat Trevor is of “Edg 
mas season, drawing big biz dur- Ted Lewis will make his east- Guring a good run, and Autry will seen as Maid Marion and Dick Irene Castle, who with her late (( 
ing their two-week date. Band was side debut in New York at the 8 one step further with promo- Tubb, Jr., is the Dame. husband, Vernon, helped popular- 
paid $10,000 pee week. Copacabana, around Feb. 15, fol- tions of Gene Autry licensed mer- — | ze modern ballroomology in fe Work 
a Free: : | chandise f - tieuns I. S.. wi er return to show 
RN tS lowing Lena’ Horne. Lewis previ- Chandise. During the tour, tieups . U. S., will make her return . 
ously has appeared in “etal tsp will be made with department Rupert Hughes Feted biz in March via radio and tele- Stuc 
i SI! as c vie « “ . . a Oe . me ° b 7103 rac 97e i T- 
iis Rodeo Singlo-O at the Latin Quarter and at the pong cities in which he’s ap- On His 73d Birthday pion: gs ee ces ye 
iviera F ' J : “ sona anage S e — 
ee ra cadeds Gan’ duteaibite tak Hollywood, Jan. 10. Sadio-TV by Mal Boyd, who. will Const 
° are ff . > < -¢° > Ss . y se « ’ _ . 
Roy Rogers will do but one ro- — Copa ig age oe hs so Rupert Hughes was honored handle her through PRB. Inc. on filn 
deo stand this year due to slate of a Lewis is — fo ag i ‘SHOW GOES ON’ TV here Monday (9) night by testi- indie package outfit in which he !s outskirt 
ve ix : ; i and a two-week option. Martin i , Studi 
ay a “ re Feb. 1 at and Lewis may follow but it’s not monia. dinner on his 73d birthday. | partnered with Mary Pickford and with ‘th 
‘ a = 3 pr a ig d fil it ser ogee ; WHEREVER POSSIBLE with upwards of 500 members of Buddy Rogers. fil 1 th 
18th annual Houston stock show. _ definite. —_ , the Lambs, Masquers and Authors Miss Castle planed to England Mm in 
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a en —— SS : os eee Clubs attending. Plaque was pre- ‘sterd Tues.) , oute [0 
wee cee ee ee —_ Whether television viewers tune , te ig pre-| yesterday (Tues. Sey leng 
111 into a show out of habit or because ea An gage rage of To ge tome Pasa ee os. "hk 
‘ © * they actually want to see it will get = es, & great American, She is slated to return to the las 
Subseription Order Form i. fs ee ee’ for your devotion to your country March 19. She will work both as siasm, 
plenty of chance for field testing 4 ’ Claimed 
in the complicated lineup set by and your fellow men, with deepest a performer and consultant in ra- Ru = 
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again, and on Feb. 16, from 9:45 
to 10:45. Web hopes to be able to 
keep it permanently in the latter 
slot after that date, but isn’t cer- 
tain yet whether it will be able to 
do so. 


County Autumn,” will be played 
by the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra at Carnegie Hall Mon- 
day (16). 


He’s on program 


with Bach. 
, Brahms and Bartok. 


Popkin’s recently completed film. 
“Champagne for Caesar.” plus @ 
vaude show to be. staged »b» 
columnist-emcee Ed Sullivan. Al! 
proceeds go to the 1950 New York 
i Heart Fund Campaign. 
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Catholic Church Deal, Swedish Ship F/R HT AEFI 


Bldg. Help U.S. Unfreezing Abroad 


Major film companies, through + 
the Motion Picture Export Assn., 


stamped their okay last week on | 


two of the most important deals 
yet negotiated to unfreeze their 
abroad. The arrangements, 


coin 
one with a Catholic Church group 


in Rome and the other to build a 
ship in Sweden, will give the Yank 
companies a total of $2,300,000. 
Deal with the Catholic organiza- 
tion calls for conversion of 1,000,- 
000.000 lire at the rate of 750 to 
the dollar for a total of about $1,- 
300,000. Under the Swedish setup, 


the U. S. companies will thaw 
7.200.000 kroner to give them an 
even $1,000,000. 


Catholic deal is the second major 


one with a church group. Last 
February, the MPAA arranged’ con- 
version of 850,000,000 lire at the 
rate of 875 to the dollar, giving 
them $975,000. Deal was with the 
North American College, a U. § 
charitable organization which 


maintains a seminary for 
priests in Rome. 

There was considerable hush- 
hush among picture companies this 
week on details of the negotiations 
and the actual organization with 
which the 
could not be learned. It is thought 
likely, however, that it is also the 
North American College. It was 
learned definitely that it is not the 
Vatican itself. 

Last year’s deal had tremendous 
repercussions when the New York 
in a front-page were. identi- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Goldwyn to Eye Europe 
As Prod. Possibility; 
5-Month H’wood Fold 


Samuel Goldwyn is due in New 
York from the Coast Jan. 22 and 
will go to Europe in March for a 
lengthy tour. He’s planning to 
cease production at the studio for 
as long as five months when pres- 
ent work is completed, and will 
look into the possibility of making 
films in England and in various 
places on the Continent. , 

His New York stay this trip will 
be only for about two weeks. It 
will be for publicity purposes on 
his for theoming films, ““My Foolish 
Heart,” “Our Very Own” and 

“Edge of Doom.” Also while he 
Is east, he and James A. 
prez of Goldwyn Productions, will 
decide on a successor to Arthur 

Sachson, who resigned last week 
as Salesmanager for the unit. 

Goldwyn will return to the 
Coast after his brief New York 
Stay to finish cutting and scoring 
ot “Edge of Doom.” That's expect- 

‘Continued on page 22) 


World’s Largest Film 
Studio Started in Moscow 


Moscow, Jan. 10. 

Construction on the world’s larg- 
est film studio has begun on the 
outskirts of Moscow. The new 
Studio, launched in conjunction 
with the celebration of the Soviet 
film industry’s 30th anni, will be 
Capable of turning out 40 full- 
length color pix annually. 

In the anni celebration’s enthu- 





Siasm, the newspaper Soviet Art 
Claimed several more “firsts” for 
Russia in the field of films. Rus- 
— it said, was first in the field of 

shotographiec — film. colored _ film, 
ier film, the animated cartoon 


and tri-dimensional film. 


Gamble’s GOP Stump 


Ted Gamble, midwest. circuit 
Operator and board member of the 
Theatre Owners of America, is 
politicking in the northwestern 
States for the national Republican 
party. Gamble, recently named as 
veepee of the party’s national 
finance committee, shoved off for 
the Coast over the weekend on a 
fampaign to raise funds for next 
year’s elections. 

Exhib leader will tour the north- 
Western states for the next 10 days 


On his coin- -raising activities before , 


telurning east, 


pact was being made | 


Mulvey, | 


| boli” 





Rank Delays U.S. Visit 


London, Jan. 10. 

J. Arthur Rank is holding off on 
a projected visit to the U. S. until 
the Anglo-American film talks are 
completed here. Since no date for 
the confabs has yet been set, his 
departure date is still 
However, it is likely that the Brit- 
ish producer’s yearly hegira to 
Hollywood will be sometime in 
April. 

Main purpose of the trip will be 
to visit daughter and son-in-law, 
Columbia producer Fred Packard 
ifuddles with Universal and Eagle 
Lion toppers on future releasing 
plans will probably also be on the 
agenda. 


Anglo Election 


Key to Renewal 
Of U.S. Loan Deal 


Virtual certainty 
will be a general election in Eng- 
land in late February or early 
March has somewhat simplified the 
masterminding that has been going 
on by American industry execs as 
to the best date for the sessions 
with the British government on re- 
newal of the Anglo-U. S. $17,000,- 
000 agreement. Pact expires next 
June 13. 

Certainty of the election removes 





now that there 


one of the principal variables 
which the strategists have had to 
consider. The great amount of 


thought that has been going into 
the problem of setting a date for 
the meetings results from the uni- 


versally held belief that timing 
will be very important in determin- 
ing how good a deal the Yanks 


come out with. 

General feeling among the 
strategists now is that it will be 
preferable to wait until after the 
election before sending the U. S. 
industry delegation abroad. How- 
ever, the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. board—consisting of com- 
pany prexies and foreign managers 
—which must make the decision, is 

(Continued on page 13) 


‘STROMBOLT BEATS 
‘VOLCANO’ TO RELEASE 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

While both pictures will be de- 
laved long beyond expectations of 
their producers, RKO’s “Strom- 
appears destined to hit thea- 
screens at least two months 
ahead of Motion Picture Sales 
Corp.'s “Voleano.”” Since the pix 
have considerable similarity there’s 
been a hot race between the two 
distribs to be first out. 

“Stromboli,” the Ingrid 
man-starrer made by Roberto Ros- 
sellini in Italy, is now slated to 
go into distribution Feb. 18. RKO 
editors are now working on the 
cutting. while Renzo’ Rossellini, 
the producer’s’ brother, here 
writing the music. 

William Dieterle, who directed 
“Volcano” on a similar island in 
Italy to that on which “Stromboli” 
was shot, is awaiting the arrival 
here of star Anna Magnani to dub 
the film. Date of her coming is 
uncertain and it will take consid 
erable time after she gets here to 
complete the work and send the 
film into release. 


$s 


Oscar “Balloting To 
Start on Jan. 19 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Academy of Motion P icture Arts 
and Sciences will send out nomi 
nation ballots for the 22nd Oscar 
Derby Jan. 19, with the official 
nominees to be announced Feb. 13. 
After that comes a secret vote, 
to be kept under cover until the 


Awards presentation, March 23. 





tre 


Berg- 


is 


tentative: 
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Revolutionary change in the es- 
tablished system of--picture play- 
offs in many RKO and Paramount 
stronghold cities is expected by the 
industry in a matter of weeks as 
a result of the two companies’ 
now-operative consent decrees. As 
the effect of the two decrees is 
felt, with their requirement that 
the distribs treat their affiliated 
houses at arms’ length, a hot fight 
is shaping for RKO and Par prod- 
uct between indie exhibs and the 
two circuits. 

The industry is carefully watch- 
ing the upcoming struggle because 
it spells the first solid repercus 
sions of divorecement. With the 
fight brewing, the two questions 
unanswered are: 1. Whether hot- 
ter competition means upped dis 
trib rentals, and (2) whether the 
indies can displace affiliates in bid 
ding battles for the choice first- 
run product. 

What happens in the case of Par 
and RKO will parallel future de- 
velopments affecting National The- 
atres, Loew's and the Warner Bros. 
chain when those three circuits are 
thrown on their own. Philadelphia 
situation, for instance, will be wide 
open in the case of Warners and 
the Coast will be equally affected 
by the probable NT divorcement. 
As for RKO, its divorcement means 





an early and particularly violent 
upset of long-established pattern 
in New York, where a good num- 


(Continued on page 20) 





Johnston to Hawaii; 
Arnall’s Coast Confabs 


Both Eric Johnston and Ellis 
Arnall were on the Coast last week, 
but their simultaneous presence in 
Hollywood was said to be entirely 
coincidental. Motion Picture Assn. 
of America prexy, who had flown 
‘down from his home in Spokane, 
where he had spent the holidays, 
left for Hawaii over last weekend. 
He'll be there all this week on bus- 
‘iness of United Airlines, of which 
he is a director and stockholder. 


He’s to be back at his Washington | 
headquarters next Wednesday (18) | 


and in New York for a Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assit. 
days later. 

Arnall is rematning in 
wood until the latter part of next 
' week for confabs with members of 
, the Society of Independent Motion 

Picture Producers, of which he’s 
prexy. He expects to be back in 
New York about Jan. 21. 


Tea 


session a few | 


Holly- 


INDIES CLAW AT RKO, PAR WEBS 





ATES It Fabian Could Only Find Hughes, 


He'd Like to Buy the RKO Circuit 





From Worse to Worst 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 
Edgar Kirchner, operator of 
Family, second-run house, opposite 


City Hall, is wondering how much 
good it did him to win battle to 
have a taxi stand on side of his 
theatre removed. City council or- 
dered discontinuance of cab stand 
when Kirchner protested. 


Kirchner is still shaking his 
head because it then ordered cab 


stand turned into a bus stop. 


Post-Holiday Pix 
Biz: No Cheers, 
But No Groans 


While film boxoffices last week 
took the usual sharp drop follow- 
ing the holidays, slide wasn’t so 
precipitate as most circuit opera- 
tors feared it might be. Particular 
interest attached to the quality of 
last week’s biz, since film men 
sought to detect in it whether the 
better-than-anticipated Christmas- 
New Year grosses were just a flash 





of good fortune or indicated a 
more lasting turn for the better 
at the nation’s boxoffices. 


Grosses during the post-holiday 
stanza brought no cheers from ex- 
hibs or optimistic comments that 
happy days were here again. On 
the other hand, however, theatre- 
men were heartened by the fact 
that after a bad slump Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, the day after the New Year 
holiday, biz picked up Wednesday 
and climbed during the week to 
give most houses a fairly good 
weekend. 

Comparison the 


with previous 


year for any one week period're- 
tlect quality of product at the 
moment rather than trends but 


(Continued on page 16) 





Einfeld’s 20th Buy 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
Charles Einfeld, ad-pub veepee 
20th-Fox, has bought 2,000 
shares of 20th in one block. At 
current prices, stock cost in the 
neighborhood of $50,000. 
Previously, ad-pubber 

stock of the company. 


of 


held no 


National Boxolfice Survey 
Biz Still Strong After New Year’s—‘On Town’ Cops 


First; 


There is the usual letdown at 
firstrun theatres over country this 
week, but most keys report biz in a 
very healthy state, particularly in 
view of number of holdovers and 
extended-run pix. While actual 
take is down 30-35°° from New 
Year’s week, some 20 principal 
films current in key spots covered 
by VARIETY report grosses exceed- 
ing $2,300,000. This huge take was 
done in the face of snowstorms. 
sleet and extreme cold in some 
spots 

Pacing the field fs “On the 
Town” (M-G), with sturdy to socko 
sessions. Playing in 15 key cities» 
it is registering better than $391,- 
000. Even without the $120,000 it 
is getting at N. Y. Music Hall in 
fifth week, Metro musical is leader 

“Sands of Iwo Jima” tep 
which did sensationally opening 
week in all keys, strong sec- 
ond place winner although the 
John Wayne starrer is mainly on 
holdover currently. Third spot 
goes to “The Outlaw” ‘RKO), also 
leaning mainly on second stanza 
takings for its great showing. 

Fourth position is being won by 
“Inspector General” (WB), with 
some just nice or good to fair show- 
ings. “Prince of Foxes” (20th) is , 
jlanding fifth money. Sixth from , 


is a 


‘Iwo Jima,’ ‘Outlaw’ Next in Line 


top is “Great Lover” (Par) despite 
plaving mainly on holdover. “Sam- 
son and Delilah” (Par), though only 
in three houses, is huge enough to 
take seventh money 

“Adam's Rib” (M-G) is 
up in eighth while 
is ninth “Battleground” 
“All King’s Men” (Col) and “Holi- 
day Affair’ (RKO? round out the 
Golden Dozen in that order. “‘Bag- 
dad” ‘(U) and “Hasty Heart” (WB 
head the runner-up films 

“Fallen Idol” ‘SRO: is doing nice 
to solid trade in. several keys but 
playing mainly in arty houses 
‘Dancing in Dark” (20th) shapes 
fairly in Detroit and okay in 
Bost “Thelma Jordon” (Par), 
next into N. Y. Paramount, is far- 
ing nicely in two spots currently 
“Woman in Hiding” (U), preemed 
in Buffalo, is shaping up well with 
crix praise helping there. “Malaya” 
(M-G), another newcomer, looms 
great in Philly and fine in Buffalo. 

“Pirates of Capri” 


winding 
“Heiress” (Par) 
(M-G), 


good 


on 


(EL) is nice in 


Philly. “Kiss For Corliss” (UA) is 
rated mild in Frisco. “Without 
Honor” (UA) looks solid in Philly. 


“One Last Fling” 
Toronto. 


(Complete Boxoffic. 


(WB) is okay in 


orts on 


Pages 8-9). 


\FARIETY 


Si Fabian turned his attention 


|last week to possible purchase of 


the RKO circuit, following collapse 
of his efforts to acquire the War- 
ner Bros. chain. The New York 
circuit operator let it be Known, 
however, that if he is to negotiate 
for the RKO houses it must be 
with owner Howard Hughes him- 
self or a topflight, authorized rep. 
He made it clear he wouldn't ne- 
gotiate via “the grapevine.” 

One of the difficulties faced by 
prospective purchasers of Hughes’ 
24% controlling interest in the 
RKO web is in talking with the 
top man himself or in finding a 
fully authorized negotiator for him. 
Hughes habitually makes himself 
inaccessible for ordinary business 
dealings, a practice that is fre- 
quent cause for consternation 
among those who would deal with 
him. 

There is said, 
fairly well-defined “grapevine” for 
reaching the ear of the millionaire 
tool, plane and film-maker. It is 
understood that it was by this proc- 
ess that Fabian let his interest be 
known in acquiring the circuit and 
aiso that he would not negotiate 
“through three other guys.” 

Fabian said that if Hughes was 
desirous of talking a deal he’d 

(Continued on page : 22) 


however, to be a 


ss 


‘Outlaw’ Ouispecds 
Previcus Bookings At 


B.0. n RKO Release 


Grosses rolled up by “The Out- 
law” last week in its release by 
RKO mark the Howard Hughes pie 
as an unequalled show biz phenom- 
enon, in the opinion of filmites 
who've gandered the tremendous 
receipts. Despite—or because of — 
its unusuai career, it has knocked 
off record engagements in many of 
the 21 cities where it opened over 
the New Year holiday, and earned 
a holdover in every one of them. 

Pic was made by Hughes as an 
indie in 1941, but because of re- 
fusal by the producer to compro- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Talent Guilds Stand Pat in Peace 


Moves on East-West TV Squabble 


Outlook for 
of the jurisdictional dispute over 
video between east and west coast 
talent guilds grew dimmer this 
week both sides .refusing to 
vield their basic positions. Situ- 
ation was partially brightened, 
however, by joint overtures for 
new negotiations which were made 
by both the Screen Actors Guild 
on the Coast and the newly formed 
Television Authority, comprising 


with 


five eastern talent unions. 

TVA. at a meeting of its 1,200 
members at the Astor hotel, N. Rs 
Monday (9), indicated that it was 


willing to make a partnership with 
the SAG and Screen Extras Guild 
in both live and filmed TV. In 
event of a deadlock on the form 
of partnership, TVA advocated 
that the issue should be settled by 
membership action, either through 
joint meetings or guild conven- 
tions 

SAG. in its most recent letter to 
the TVA board, held its point of 
view that any partnership agree- 
ment on video jurisdiction has to 
recognize two fields, live and film, 
in advance of any negotiations 
TVA has declared its preference to 
let yegotiating committees start 
from scratch without any binding 
preconditions. TVA has also in- 
dicated that it wants jurisdiction 
of filmed sequences and celluloid 
commercials in live video since 
these incidental filmed shots are 
subordinate to the live character 
of the shows. SAG has shown 
tendencies of compromising this 
point but has closed the door on 
TVA entering the straight vidpix 
field. 

SAG also nixed TVA’s demand 
that the film union cease its ne- 
gotiations with producers of video 
films until the jurisdictional issue 
was settled between them. In fact, 
SAG is currently pushing its con- 
tract talks for wage minimums and 
additional pay for reuse of vidpix 
with Television Film Producers 
Assn. on the Coast. Prelim talks 
wiih eastern pix producers have 
already been held by the SAG and 


will resume shortly. 

TVA meeting on Monday, at- 
fended by Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America members in 


New York, voted full confidence in 
TVA’s handling of negotiations 
with the screen unions. TVA’s 
conditions also gave an interim re- 


port on its activities in setting up. 


video standards. 


Phil Spitalny’s Femme 


Band Signed for Next 
Xmas by Last Frentier 


Phil Spitalny and his all-girl] or- 
chestra have already set next sea- 
son’s Christmas booking. Opera 
tors of the Last Frontier, Las 
Vegas. inked Spitalny to a four- 
week stand starting Dec. 2 at $60.- 
000 for the full engagement. 

Spitalny’s crew played the Last 
Frontier during the recent Christ- 
mas season, drawing big biz dur- 
ing their two-week date. Band was 
paid $10,000 per week. 





eal Rodeo Singlo-O 


an early settlement 





Chevvy’s Virginia Hoopla 


Richmond, Jan. 10. 
Bob Crosby, Monica Lewis, | 
Peter Donald and the Song Spin- 
ners were brought together for a 


radio program and stage show on} 


6) under the 
Virginia Chevrolet 


Friday 
of the 
Assn 

Show originally scheduled 
to emanate from the Radio Center 
Theatre of WRNL which fed 
program te 18 Virginia outlets. De- 
mand for free ducats was too great 
for the 250-seat house, and show 
had to be switched to the National, 
Fabian - Wilmer - Vincent pic the- 
atre, 


Dealers 


Was 
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Eyestrain Doesn't Result 
From Video Viewing, 
L.A. Survey Discloses = 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

does not harm the 
to a survey con- 
Television -Broad- 


Television 
eves, according 
ducted by the 
casters Assn 
taken as a result of the story car- 
ried by Datty VARIETY Sept. 
which revealed that many nurses 
from the nursing division of the 
iL. A. Board of Education were ad- 
vising juves “‘to shun television” 
because of the harmful 
the eves. 
Broadcasters Assn. checked some 
of the leading ophthalmologists 
and members of the nation’s fore- 
most optometrie and medical asso- 
ciations in an effort to establish 
the facts. Association states the 
survey proves conclusively that 
eye strain may result from tele- 
vision viewing but is not caused 
by it. 

Survey 
Foote, exec 
Society for 
Blindness, as 


quotes Dr. Franklin M. 
director the National 
the Prevention of 
saving, “In some 
cases a person with minor visual 
defects may complain of eye 
fatigue after spending hours focus- 
ing on a small screen. He may dis- 
cover he ‘needs glasses. But he 
would have needed them if he 
started to read books or went to 
the movies every night. Television 
didn’t cause the trouble. The 
trouble already existed.” 

Dr. Elmer M. Soles, Director of 
Public Information, American Op- 
tometric Assn., stated, 
technical 
made in television equipment, and 


| Vision specialists are in agreement 


that viewing television is not likely 
to create visual problems.” Soles 
goes on to point out that video 
may call attention to visual prob- 
lems of long standing. The Phila- 
delphia Committee for the Pre- 
vention of Blindness is in accord 
with the thinking of Soles and 
Foote. 


Ted Lewis Into N.Y.’s 
Copacabana Feb. 15 


Ted Lewis will make his easte 
side debut in New York at the 
Copacabana, around Feb. 15, fol- 


lowing Lena’ Horne. Lewis previ- 
ously has appeared in Manhattan 
at cad Latin Quarter and at the 


























Hollywood, Jan. 10. Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 

Roy Rogers will do but one ro- Ma éc hedule isn’t definitely set 
deo stand this year due to slate of vet. Lewis is signed for four weeks 
seven pix at Republic. and a two-week option. Martin 

He opens for 12 days Feb. 1 at and Lewis may follow, but it’s not 
18th annual Houston stock show. definite. 
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Hope, Autry Hit 
Road to Cash In 


On Arena Shows 


Top names are again being at- 
tracted to the giant grosses of 
arena shows. Bob Hope and Gene 
Autry have announced tours in the 
king-sized showshops, with Hope 
slated to do 45 dates in ballparks, 
arenas and while Autry is 
slated to do a 60-day jaunt, which 
started last night (Tues.) at 
Convention Hall, Hutchinson, Kan. 

Hope’s dates are currently being 
Charles V. Yates of 
the Associated Booking Corp. 
Yates got the okay for the dates 
during a visit last week to Hope’s 
California home. Tour is siated to 
run from July 1 to Sept. 15, dur- 
ing the summer hiatus of his radio 
show. Hope, for the past few years, 
has spent the summer on tour and 
grosses have run as high as 





fairs, 


$500,000. 


“Great | 
improvement has been) 


The Autry deal has been lined 
up by Autry’s flack, David B. Wha- 
len, and will swing from the mid- 
west into Canada, througn the east, 
then southwest, winding up at Ft. 
Smith, Ark., mid-March. Autry’s 


cast will include the Cass County 
Boys, Johnny Bond, Pat Buttram, 
Pinafores, Frank Marvin, 
ner and Rute Davis. 
It’s becoming increasingly evi- 
dent that the grosses being realized 
from the tours represent only part 
of the income. Program sales are 


good for at least $50,000 profit 
during a good run, and Autry will 
go one step further with promo- 


tions of Gene Autry licensed mer- 
chandise. During the tour. tieups 
will be made with department 
stores in cities in which he’s ap- 
pearing. 


SHOW GOES ON’ TV 
—WHEREVER POSSIBLE 


Whether television viewers tune 
into a show out of habit or because 
they actually want to see it will get 
plenty of chance for field testing 
im the complicated lineup set by 
CBS-TV for its upcoming “Show 
Goes On,” hour-long amateur tal- 
ent program featuring Robert Q. 
Lewis as emcee. Show is to be 
aired Thursday nights at various 
times, with the soundtrack from 
the video version broadcast Fridays 
on CBS radio. 

Because of commercial shows 
aired on alternate Thursdays, CBS 
will slot “Show Goes On” 
ever possible. Thus, it preems Jan. 
19 from 10 to 11 p.m.; goes the fol- 





lowing Thursday from 8 to 9: on) 


Feb. 2. it will be aired from 9:30 
to 10:30; on Feb. 9, from 8 to 9 
again, and on Feb. 16, from 9:45 
to 10:45. Web hopes to be able to 
keep it permanently in the latter 
slot after that date, but isn’t cer- 
tain yet whether it will be able to 
do so. 


| | Power Back to Legit 
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Strong Year Ahead for Show Biz 


On Basis of Advance Tax Estimates 





Mexico City, Jan. 10. 

Tyrone Power intends to top his 
pic career by returning to the 
stage. He revealed that in an in- 
terview here, where he and Mrs. 
Power (Linda Christian) made 
two personal appearances (6) at 
the Cine Alameda, firstrun cinema, 
where “Prince of Foxes” .(20th) 
is current to landoffice big, 

Stage return, though, n't be 
for at least two years an@ggat first, 
will be held to two plays, Power 
explained. Plays are “Hamlet” and 
“Cyrano de _ Bergerac.” Power 
played with Katharine Corneii in 
“Romeo and Juliet.” 


Cream | 





‘Cavalcade’ Treks to Tenn. 
To Salute Local Boy Hero; 


Lund, Caulfield Co-Starred 
} Nashville, Jan. 10 
| This week’s “Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica” program originating here at 


Ryman auditorium and fed to 152 
network stations by WSM,. pre- 
sented a drama based on the 
of Sam Davis, Tennessee's 
hero of the Confederacy. 

The program, sponsored by the 
du Pont company, was also a salute 
to that company’s plant at nearby 
Old Hickory on ihe occasion of its 
25th anniversary. 

John Zoller, director of the 
show, headed a party of 25 actors, 
musicians and technicians coming 
from New York, with the stars, 
John Lund and Joan Caulfield, 
‘coming direct from Hollywood. 

Script from the drama_ was 
adapted from the novel, “On Jor- 
dan’s Stormy Banks,” by Adelaide 
Rowell of Chattanooga and “Sam 
Davis, Confederate Hero,” by 
Edythe Johns Rucker Whitley of 
Nashville. 


Brit. Panto, With Chaplin 


life 
boy 





London, Jan. 10. 
A traditional English panto- 


mime, televised direct from a the- | 


atre last Monday (2), was recorded 
simultaneously on film, and will 
be shipped to America, where a 
prolog will be added by Charles 


Chaplin before it is made available | 


for TV distribution in the States. 
,The panto, “Little Red Riding 
Hood,” was telecast from Collins’ 
Music Hall, the oldest in London, 
where Chaplin often appeared with 
Fred Karno. 

“Little Red Riding Hood” is one 
of the best known of British pantos 
and is played in true boisterous 
fashion, Principal boy is Vicky 
Gale as Robin Hood. 
has the title part, Pat 
seen as Maid Marion 
Tubb, Jr., is the Dame. 


Trevor is 
and Dick 





Rupert Hughes Feted 
On His 73d Birthday 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Rupert Hughes was _ honored 
here Monday (9) night by testi- 
monial dinner on his 73d birthday, 
with upwards of 500 members of 
the Lambs, Masquers and Authors 
Clubs attending. Plaque was pre- 
sented to Hughes, reading: “To 
Rupert Hughes, a great American. 
for your devotion to your country 
and your fellow men, with deepest 
affections from your many ad- 
mirers.” z 


Speakers included Sid Grauman. 
Jack Warner, Jean Hersholt. Louis 
B. Mayer, Governor Earl Warren, 
Jesse L. Lasky, Walter O'Keefe. 
George Murphy, Edward Arnold. 
Fred Stone, Ed Wynn, Sid Strotz. 





Lewis Allen Weiss and Donald 
Nelson. 

| e 
Longhair Hoagy 

Pop composer Hoagy Carmi- 
chael’s first longhair piece, “Brown 


Ounaty Autumn,” will be played 


by the Indianapolis Sy mphony 
Orchestra at Carnegie Hall Mon- 
day (16). 


He’s on program with Bach. 


, Brahms and Bartok. 


Prolog, Due for U.S. Airing 


Betty Baxter 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
1. Strong year ahead for show piz 
is forecast, by Government experts 
on the basis of budget estimates 
for fiscal 1951, submitted 


as lo 

Congress yesterday (9) by Presi. 
dent Truman. 

In the new fiscal year, which 

commences July 1, 1950. the Gov. 


ernment will take down $395.000. 


000 in the 20% amusement 
(providing the rate not 
changed), Mr. Truman predicte, 
This compares to an estimated 
$385,000,000 for the current fisca! 


year, which terminates on June 306 
and for actual receipts of $385. 
843,793 for the fiscal year which 
ended June 30, 1949. 

The extra $10,000,000 in taxes 
would refiect an additional $50- 
000,600 biz done at the boxotiice 


of all amusements (‘ex.- 
cept niteries) subject to the bite. 
An estimated 80% of the admis- 
sions tax comes from picture thea- 
ires. Hence, if the, Government 
erystalball-gazers know thei: 
there will be a good veai 
for the exhibitors. 

On the other hand, 
dent’s estimates reflect 
generally Known in the trade— 
that the night spots have 
badly hit and are still on the 
During the last fiscal year. re- 
ported the President, the tax take 


and gate 


stuff 
ahead 
the Presi- 


What Is 


been 


kid 
SRICS, 


from the 20% bite on nitery tabs 
was $48,856,669. For the curren 
fiscal year, the figure is expected 


to slip to $42,000,000. And if the 


20° tax remains unchanged. the 
Federai government will receive 
only $40,000,000 in the next fiscal 


year. 


Mr. Truman figured virtually no 
change next year in the tax re- 
ceipts from coin-operated amuse- 


ment and gaming machines and 
such things as bowling alleys and 
billiard tables. 

There was little comfort for 
show biz in the State of the Un- 
jon message which the President 
delivered in person fo Congress 


last Wednesday. He suggested that 
there would be excise cuts but that 
they would be limited in scope. Re- 
ports in Washington are that he 
will not ask Congress to change 
the rate on admissions or night- 
clubs. 

On the. other hand, he declared 
that he would ask for more tax in- 
creases than he would for reduc- 


tions. At least some of these in- 
creases, he told Congress should 
be in the corporation rates. It is 
generally expected that he will 
also ask for an extra nibble in the 
higher brackets of personal in- 
come. 

Both corporation and high- 
bracket income tax increases would 
hit show business as much as it 
would affect any industry. The 
President will shortly his 
proposals to Congress for changes 
in the tax laws. 


IRFNE CASTLE DUE 
FOR SHOW BIZ RETURN 


Irene Castle, who with her late 
husband, Vernon, helped popular- 
| ize modern ballroomology in the 
U. S., will make her return to show 
biz in March via radio and tele- 
vision. She was placed under per- 
sonal management this week tor 
radio-TV by Mal Boyd, who wil! 
handle her through PRB. Inc 
indie package outfit in which he 's 
partnered with Mary Pickford and 
Buddy Rogers. 

Miss Castle planed to England 
yesterday (Tues.) en route 190 
Africa, where she will visit friends. 
She is slated to return to the U.S 
March 19. She will work both as 
a performer and consultant in rea- 
dio and video; though it’s indet- 
inite as to what she would do as 4 
pertormer. 








Sears, Peskay Head | 
Hellinger Night in N.). 


Gradwell L. Sears, United 
Artists’ prexy, and Edward J 
Peskay, rep of producer Harry M. 


Popkin, have been named honorary 
co-chairmen of the Mark Hellinger 
Memorial Night to be held Feb. 5 at 
the Mark Hellinger theatre. N. Y. 
Memorial evening’s 
ment will comprise a screening of 
Popkin’s recently completed film, 
“Champagne for Caesar,’ plus 4 
vaude show to be staged by 
columnist-emcee Ed Sullivan. Al! 
proceeds go to the 1950 New York 
i Heart Fund Campaign. 
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Catholic Church Deal, Swedish Ship 
Bldg. Help U.S. Unfreezing Abroad 


Major film 
stamped their okay last week on 
two of the most important deals 
yet negotiated to unfreeze their 
‘oin abroad. The arrangements, 
one with a Catholic Church group 
in Rome and the other to build a 
ship in Sweden, will give the Yank 
companies a total of $2,300,000. 

Deal with the Catholic organiza- 
tion calls for conversion of 1,000,- 
000.000 lire at the rate of 750 to 
the dollar for a total of about $1,- 
300.000. Under the Swedish setup, 
the U. S. companies will thaw 
7200,000 kroner to give them an 
even $1,000,000. 

Catholic deal is the second major 
one with a church group. Last 
February, the MPAA arranged‘ con- 
version of 850,000,000 lire at the 
rate of 875 to the dollar, giving 
them $975,000. 
North American College, a U. & 
charitable organization which 
maintains a seminary for training 
priests in Rome. 

There was considerable hush- 
hush among picture companies this 
week on details of the negotiations 
and the actual organization with 
which the pact was being made 
could not be learned. It is thought 
likely, however, that it is also the 
North American College. It was 
learned definitely that it is not the 
Vatican itself. 

Last year’s deal had tremendous 
repercussions when the New York 
Times, in a front-page story. identi- 

(Continued on page 22) 





Goldwyn to Eye Europe 
As Prod. Possibility: 
5-Month H’wood Fold 


Samuel Goldwyn is due in New 
York from the Coast Jan. 22 and 
will go to Europe in March for a 
lengthy tour. He’s planning to 
cease production at the studio for 
as long as five months when pres- 
ent work is completed, and will 
look into the possibility of making 
films in England and in various 
places on the Continent. 

His New York stay this trip will 
be only for about two weeks. It 
will be for publicity purposes on 
his forthcoming films, “My Foolish 
Heart,” “Our Very Own” and 
“Edge of Doom.” Also while he 
Is east, he and James A. Mulvey, 
prez of Goldwyn Productions, will 
decide on a successor to Arthur 
Sachson, who resigned last week 
aS Ssalesmanager for the unit. 

Goldwyn will return to the 
Coast after his brief New York 
Stay to finish cutting and scoring 
ot “Edge of Doom.” That's expect- 

(Continued on page 22) 


World’s Largest Film 
Studio Started in Moscow 


: Moscow, Jan. 10. 
Construction on the world’s larg- 





est film studio has begun on the 
outskirts of Moscow. The new 
Stuaio, launched in conjunction 


With the celebration of the Soviet 
film industry’s 30th anni, will be 
Capable of turning out 40 full- 
length color pix annually. 

in the anni celebration’s enthu- 


Siasm, the newspaper Soviet Art 
claimed several more “firsts” for 
Russia in the field of films. Rus- 


Sla, it said, was first in the field of 
Photographie film, colored film. 
sound film, the animated cartoon 
and tri-dimensional film. 


Gamble’s GOP Stump 


Ted Gamble, midwest. circuit 
Operator and board member of the 
Theatre Owners of America, is 
politicking in the northwestern 
States for the national Republican 
Party. Gamble, recently named as 
veepee of the party’s national 
finance committee, shoved off for 
the Coast over the weekend on a 
Campaign to raise funds for next 
year’s elections. 

Exhib leader will tour the north- 
western states for the next 10 days 





on his coin-raising activities before . i 
‘Awards presentation, March 23, 


returning east, 


Deal was with the | 


companies, through + 
the Motion Picture Export Assn., | 


i boli’ 





Rank Delays U.S. Visit 


London, Jan. 10. 

J. Arthur Rank is holding off on 
a projected visit to the U. S. until 
the Anglo-American film talks are 
completed here. Since no date for 
the confabs has yet been set, his 
departure date is still 
However, it is likely that the Brit- 
ish preducer’s yearly hegira io 
Hollywood will be sometime in 
April. 

Main purpose of the trip will be 
to visit daughter and son-in-law, 
Columbia producer Fred Packard. 
Huddles with Universal and Eagie 
Lion toppers on future releasing 
plans will probably also be on the 
agenda, 


Anglo Election 
Key to Renewal 


Of U.S. Loan Deal 


Virtual certainty now that there 





will be a general election in Eng- 
land in late February or early 


March has somewhat simplified the 
masterminding that has been going 


on by American industry execs as 
to the best date for the sessions 


i with the British government on re- 


Anglo-U. S. $17,000,- 
Pact expires next 


newal of the 

000 agreement. 

June 13. 
Certainty of the election removes 


one of the principal variables 
which the strategists have had to 
consider. The great amount of 


thought that has been going into 
the problem of setting a date for 
the meetings results from the uni- 
versally held belief that timing 
will be very important in determin- 
ing how good a deal the Yanks 
come out with. 

General feeling among the 
strategists now is that it will be 
preferable to wait until after the 
election before sending the U. S. 
industry delegation abroad. How- 
ever, the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. board—consisting of com- 
pany prexies and foreign managers 
—which must make the decision, is 

(Continued on page 13) 


‘STROMBOLI BEATS 
‘VOLCANO’ TO RELEASE 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

While both pictures will be de- 
layed long beyond expectations of 
their producers, RKO’s “Strom- 
appears destined to hit thea- 
tre screens at least two months 
ahead of Motion Picture’ Sales 
Corp.'s “Voleano.”” Since the pix 
have considerable similarity there’s 
been a hot race between the two 
distribs to be first out. 

“Stromboli,” the Ingrid 
man-starrer made by Roberto Ros- 
sellini in Italy, now slated to 
go into distribution Feb. 18. RKO 
editors are now working on the 
cutting, while Renzo Rossellini, 
producer’s’ brother, here 
writing the music. 

William Dieterle, who directed 
“Voleano” on a similar island in 
Italy to that on which “Stromboli” 
was shot, awaiting the arrival 
here of star Anna Magnani to dub 
the film. Date of her coming is 
uncertain and it will take consid- 
erable time after she gets here to 
complete the work and send the 
film into release. 





Berg- 
is 


the is 


is 


Oscar “Balloting To 
Start on Jan. 19 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


and Sciences wiil send out nomi- 
nation ballots for the 22nd Oscar 
Derby Jan. 19, with the official 


nominees to be announced Feb. 13. 
After that comes a secret vote, 
to be kept under cover until the 


tentative: 


{INDIES CLAW AT RKO, PAR WEBS 





FIGHT AFFILIATES, 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


OR TOP DATES 


Revolutionary change in the es-! 


tablished system of-picture play- 
offs in many RKO and Paramount 
stronghold cities is expected by the 
industry in a matter of weeks as 
a result of the two companies’ 
now-operative consent decrees. As 
the effect of the two decrees is 
felt, with their requirement that 
the distribs treat their affiliated 
houses at arms’ length, a hot fight 
is shaping for RKO and Par prod- 
uct between indie exhibs and the 
two circuits. 

The industry is carefully watch- 
ing the upcoming struggle because 
it spells the first solid repercus- 
sions of divorcement. With the 
fight brewing, the two questions 
unanswered are: 1. Whether hot- 
ter competition means upped dis- 
trib rentals, and (2) whether the 
indies can displace affiliates in bid- 
ding battles for the choice first- 
run product. 

What happens in the case of Par 
and RKO will parallel future de- 
velopments affecting National The- 
atres, Loew's and the Warner Bros. 
chain when those three circuits are 
thrown on their own. Philadelphia 
situation, for instance, will be wide 
open in the case of Warners and 
the Coast will be equally affected 
by the probable NT divorcement. 
As for RKO, its divorcement means 


an early and particularly violent 
upset of long-established pattern 
in New York, where a good num- 


(Continued on page 20) 





Johnston to Hawaii; 
Arnall’s Coast Confabs 


Both Eric Johnston and Ellis 
Arnall were on the Coast last week, 
but their simultaneous presence in 
Hollywood was said to be entirely 
coincidental. Motion Picture Assn. 
of America prexy, who had flown 
down from his home in Spokane, 
where he had spent the holidays, 
left for Hawaii over last weekend. 
He'll be there all this week on bus- 
iness of United Airlines, of which 
he is a director and stockholder. 
He’s to be back at his Washington 


headquarters next Wednesday (18) | 


and in New York for a Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. session a few 
days later. 

Arnall is rematning in Holly- 
wood until the latter part of next 
week for confabs with members of 


, the Society of Independent Motion 


‘landing fifth money. 


Producers, of which he's 
He expects to be back in 
21. 


Picture 
prexy. 
New York about Jan. 


I Fabian Could Only Find Hughes, 


He'd Like to Buy the RKO Circuit 


+ 





From Worse to Worst 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 
Edgar Kirchner, operator of 
Family, second-run house, opposite 


City Hall, is wondering how much 
good it did him to win battle to 
have a taxi stand on side of his 
theatre removed. City council or- 
dered discontinuance of cab stand 
when Kirchner protested. 

Kirchner is still shaking his 
head because it then ordered cab 
stand turned into a bus stop. 


Post-Holiday Pix 
Biz: No Cheers, 
But No Groans 


While film boxoffices last week 
took the usual sharp drop follow- 
ing the holidays, slide wasn’t so 
precipitate as most circuit opera- 
tors feared it might be. Particular 
interest attached to the quality of 
last week's biz, since film men 
sought to detect in it whether the 
better-than-anticipated Christmas- 
New Year grosses were just a flash 
of good fortune or indicated a 
more lasting turn for the better 
at the nation’s boxoffices. 

Grosses during the post-holiday 
stanza brought no cheers from ex- 
hibs or optimistic comments that 
happy days were here again. On 
the other hand, however, theatre- 
men were heartened by the fact 
that after a bad slump Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, the day after the New Year 
holiday, biz picked up Wednesday 
and climbed during the week to 
give most houses a fairly good 
weekend. 

Comparison with the previous 
year tor any one week period're- 
tlect quality of product the 
moment rather than trends but 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Einfeld’s 20th Buy 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
Einfeld, ad-pub veepee 
has bought 2,000 
shares of 20th in one block. At 
current prices, stock cost in the 
neighborhood of $50,000. 
Previously, ad-pubber 
stock of the company. 


Charles 


of 20th-Fox, 


held no 


National Boxolfice Survey 
Biz Still Strong After New Year’s—‘On Town’ Cops 


First; ‘Iwo Jima,’ 

There is the usual letdown at 
firstrun theatres over country this 
week, but most keys report biz in a 
very healthy state, particularly in 
view of number of holdovers and 
extended-run pix. While actual 
take is down 30-35° from New 
Year’s week, some 20. principal 
films current in key spots covered 
by VARIETY report grosses exceed- 
ing $2,300,000. This huge take was 
done in the face of snowstorms, 
sleet and extreme cold in some 
spots. 

Pacing the field fs 
Town” (M-G), with sturdy 
sessions. Playing in 15 key cities» 
it is registering better than $391,- 
000. Even without the $120,000 it 
is getting at N. Y. Music Hall in 
fifth week, Metro musical is leader. 

“Sands of Iwo Jima” ‘Rep), 
which did sensationally opening 
week in all keys, is a strong sec- 
ond place winner although the 
John Wayne starrer is mainly on 
holdover currently. Third spot 
goes to “The Outlaw” (RKO), also 
leaning mainly on second stanza 
takings for its great showing. 

Fourth position is being won by 
“Inspector General” (WB), with 
some just nice or good to fair show- 
ings. “Prince of Foxes” (20th) is 
Sixth from 


“On the 
to socko 


‘Outlaw’ 


Next in Line 


top is “Great Lover” (Par) despite 
playing mainly on holdover. “Sam- 
son and Delilah” (Par), though only 
in three houses, is huge enough to 
take seventh money. 

“Adam's Rib” (M-G) is winding 
up in eighth while “Heiress” (Par) 
is ninth. “Battleground” (M-G), 
“All King’s Men” (Col) and “Holi- 
oe Affair’ «RKO? round out the 
Golden Dozen in that order. “Bag- 
dad” (‘U) and “Hasty Heart” (WB 
head the runner-up films 

“Fallen Idol” (‘SRO 
to solid trade in, several kevs but 
playing mainly in arty houses. 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th) shapes 
fairly good in Detroit and okay in 
Boston. “Thelma Jordon” (Par), 
next into N. Y. Paramount, is far- 
ing nicely in two spots currently. 
“Woman in Hiding” (U), preemed 
in Buffalo, is shaping up well with 
crix praise helping there. “Malaya” 
(M-G'i, another newcomer, looms 
great in Philly and fine in Buffalo. 

“Pirates of Capri” (EL) is nice in 
Philly. “Kiss For Corliss” (UA) is 
rated mild in Frisco. “Without 
Honor” (UA) looks solid in Philly. 
“One Last Fling” (WB) is okay in 
Toronto. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


is doing nice 


, Pages 8-9). 
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|fully authorized negotiator 


| dealings, a 


Si Fabian turned his attention 
last week to possible purchase of 
the RKO circuit, following collapse 
of his efforts to acquire the War- 
ner Bros. chain. The New York 
circuit operator let it be known, 
however, that if he is to negotiate 
for the RKO houses it must be 
with owner Howard Hughes him- 
self or a topflight, authorized rep. 
He made it clear he wouldn't ne 
gotiate via “the grapevine.” 

One of the difficulties faced by 
prospective purchasers of Hughes’ 
24% controlling interest in the 
RKO web is in talking with the 
top man himself or in finding a 
for him. 
Hughes habitually makes himself 
inaccessible for ordinary business 
practice that is fre- 
quent cause for consternation 
among those who would deal with 
him. 

There said, to be a 
fairly well-defined “grapevine” for 
reaching the ear of the millionaire 
tool, plane and film-maker. It is 
understood that it was by this proc- 
ess that Fabian let his interest be 
known in acquiring the circuit and 
also that he would not negotiate 
“through three other guys.” 

Fabian said that if Hughes was 
desirous of talking a deal he’d 

(Contouee on pate : 22) 


‘Outlaw’ Outspeeds 
Previous Bookings At 


B.0. in RKO Release 


Grosses rolled up by “The Out- 
law” last week in its release by 
RKO mark the Howard Hughes pie 
as an unequalled show biz phenom- 
enon, in the opinion of filmites 
who've gandered the tremendous 
receipts. Despite—or because of— 
its unusual career, it has knocked 
off record engagements in many of 
the 21 cities where it opened over 
the New Year holiday, and earned 
a holdover in every one of them. 

Pic was made by Hughes as an 
indie in 1941, but because of re- 
fusal by the producer to compro- 


(Continued on page 22) 
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$10,000,000 Retrieved from Abroad 
By Yank Pic Cos., Johnston Reveals 


Hollywood. Jan. 10 


PICTURES 


Hope- Lover’ No. | in Dec. B. 0.; 
Pinky’ 2d, ‘Rib’ 3d, Forsyte’ 4th 


Consistentiy a boxoffice winner 


VARIETY 


2 More Mapped By 
Alcorn This Year 


With his “Johnny Holiday” due 
for national release by United Art- 
ists around Feb. 14, indie producer 
R. W. Alcorn is readying two other 
films to go before the cameras this 
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Runnerup list was necessarily 
big for the past month because 
there were many pictures on re- 
lease. These included “Bride For 
Sale” (RKO), “Fallen Idel” (SRO), 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col), champ 


for the two previous months; “In- | 


truder in Dust” (M-G), “Beautiful 
Doll” (20th), sixth best in Novem- 


ber; “Lady Takes Sailor” (WB), 
inclined to be spotty; and “Wore 
Yellow Ribbon” (RKO), second 


from top in previous month. ; 
End of the month saw a big line- 
up of outstanding product being 


Jsunched in the key cities. “Sands | 


of Iwo Jima” (Rep), “Samson and 
Delilah” (Par), “Prince of Foxes 
(20th), “The Outlaw” ‘RKO), “In- 


specior General’ (WB) and “My | 
up 


Foolish Heart” (RKO), shape u 
as strongest bets on basis of their 
showing to date. To a lesser de- 
gree, “12 O'Clock High” (20th) 
showed promise late in the month. 
“Iwo Jima,” launched in the mid- 
‘Continued on page 20) 


H’woodites Win Suit 
On Turf Starting Gate 


Baltimore, Jan. 10. 

Puett Starting Gate Co., of which 
Louis B. Mayer, Bing Crosby and 
other show biz figures are principal 
stockholders, won an_ important 
judgment in Federal court here 
last week upholding the validity of 
its patents and calling a competing 
gate for starting horse races an 
infringement. A date is expected 
to be set shortly for hearings -to 
set damages. 

Suit, brought 
fit last vear against 
Gate Co.. headed by 
George Cassidy. was 
October and November. Judge 
William C. Coleman, in his deci- 
sion last week. held that Cassidy 
had infringed on the Puett gate. 
Latter is used at all tracks in the 
country except 10 in New York, 
Florida and Marviand, where 
Cassidy's device is employed. 

The show biz group acquired its 
interest in the Puett gate in 1944. 
Among the shareholders are Mer- 
vyn LeRoy, Dore Schary, Charles 
Howard and attorney Arnold 
Grant. 





by the Puett out- 
the United 
track starter 
argued in 


Carol Reed film, co-produced by 
Selznick and Sir Alexander Korda, 


|D of J says, so can the other three 


is played entirely solo by a zither. | 
It is generally agreed to be one of | 


the most unusual background 
scores ever tried on a film. Main 
plug tune is labeled “The Third 
Man Theme.” Reverse side on both 
‘the Decca and Columbia's Guy 
| Lombardo disk is “The Cafe Mo- 


companies. 
For the first time, it becomes 
clear that the Government wants a 


| ban against future theatre acquisi- 


-zart Waltz.” SRO wanted to change | 


‘this title to “The Valli Waltz” ‘ac- 
‘tress Alida Valli stars in the pic), 
‘but too many pressings had al- 
ready been made by the time the 
idea struck. 


RATOFF RESUMES AT 
- 20TH-FOX NEXT FALL 


Gregory Ratoff resumes his con- 
tract at 20th-Fox as of next Oct. 
18, the producer-director revealed 
in New York Saturday (7) prior 
to planing to London. He had been 


on leave of absence since directing 
20th’s ‘““Moss Rose” in 1947. Re- 
sumption of his 20th chores re- 
‘sulted from several days’ huddles 
in Hollywood last week with Dar- 
ryl Zanuck, company veepee in 
charge of production. 

During the period he was absent 
from the 20th lot. Ratoff turned 
out several indie productions, in- 
cluding “If This Be Sin” and “My 
» Daughter Joy,” both of which were 
made abroad in partnership with 
Sir Alexander Korda. Upon his ar- 
rival in London the producer-di- 
rector will supervise the scoring of 
“Joy.” Picture stars Edward G. 
Robinson and Peggy Cummins. 
Ratoff plans to return to the U. S. 
in about six weeks with a final 
print of the film. 

Before rejoining the 20th roster 
Ratoff declared that he'll produce 
and stage on Broadway the cur- 
rent Paris success. “Nina,” by 
Andre Roussin, which he acquired 
for American production about a 
month ago. Cast as yet has not 
been set nor has a scripter been 
named to handle the play's English 
adaptation. John C. Wilson, Rich- 
‘ard Aldrich and Michael ‘Todd 





tions by the distribs. Apparently. 
only approval both by the D of J 
and the court will satisfy the Gov- 
ernment on this point. If de- 
fendants could acquire theatres 
without restrictions and license pix , 
to these houses without interfer- | 


'ence, then the provision requiring 


sale of product without discrim- 
ination, theatre-by-theatre, would 


i be nullified, D of J contends. 


| 


were dickering for the piece. he’ 


said. but lost out because “J 
in Paris to close the deal.” 
early fall preem is planned, 


was 
An 


Government fears that the de- 
fense proposals would drag out the 
case a matter of “indefinite years.” 
“Furthermore,” brief declares, ‘it 
would afford these defendants, wh» 
have shown no awareness of their 
violation of the Sherman Act and 
no desire to terminate their illegal 
activities and illegal status by a 
judgment of this court designed to 
effect those ends, a preferential | 
position vis a vis those of the de- 
fendants who, in an effort to make 
amends for their violation and to 
provide for a restoration of com- 
petition, have agreed to a judg- 
ment of divorcement.” 





Small’s Illness Delays 
Deposition in Det. Suit 


Deposition scheduled to be given 
by Edward Small in Detroit today 
(Wednesday) has been postponed 
for about a week as a result of the 


producer’s illness. Small is re- 
portedly bedded with a strep 
throat. 


He was slated to be the seventh 
member to testify in an anti-trust 
and conspiracy suit brought by the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers and a group of 
individual indies against United 
Detroit Theatres and Michigan Co- 
operative, a buying-booking com- | 
bine. 

Already having given depositions 
in Detroit at the request of the 
defendants are Samuel Goldwyn, 
Walt Disney, Hunt Stromberg, Wil- | 
liam Cagney, Marvin Faris and_ 
David O. Selznick. Aside from. 
Small, Walter Wanger and Bene- 


. dict Bogeaus must still testify. i 


eral admissions excise so that the 
states could take this over. 

“To urge repeal of an unjusti- 
fied and burdensome Federal tax 
merely to replace it with an equal- 


ly unjustified and discriminatory | 


state or local tax,’ wrote Myers, 
“reflects an attitude toward our in- 
dustry against which it is our duty 
to protest. 

“Merely because the theatre 
cashiers can be made to do the 
work of the tax collector without 


expense to the state is not a valid | 


reason for advocating this special 
tax. We are not merely speaking 
for the motion picture industrv but 
are voicing the sentiments of mil- 
lions of movie-goers, the vast ma- 
jority of whom are low-income 
family people. Also we are speak- 
ing for the many workers in all 
branches of our industry whose 
jobs are jeopardized by the grow- 
(Continued on page 22) 





LOSS JOINS BA&H 

William Loss, formerly veepee 
and general manager of Cinecolor 
Corp., joined Booz, Allen & Ham- 
ilton this week as manager of busi- 
ness and product development. 

Loss” will handle capital reor- 
8anizations and private financing 
for the eastern territory of BA&H. 
Before his Cinecolor stint, he was 
director of research for Blair & 
Co., investment bankers. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Morris Cohn 
George Eckstein 
lose Ferrer 
John Garfield 
Dashiell Hammett 
Van Heflin 
Phyllis Hill 
Irving Lesser 
Carleton Morse 
Mary Pickford 
Roger Sessions 


N. Y. to Europe 
Irene Castle 
Alfred Crown 
Leland Hayward 
Jose Iturbi 
Anatole Litvak 
Gregory Ratoff 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Ronald Aleorn 
Ethel Barrymore 
Greg Bautzer 
Bill Boyd 
Charles Boyer 
Milton. Bren 
Jack Broder 
Steve Broidy 
Leo G. Carroll 
Charles Chaplin 
Wendeli Corey 
Joan Crawford 
D. A. Doran 
Carl Dudley 
George Fisher 
Marcello Girosi 
John Joseph 
Philip N. Krasne 
Edwin Lester 
Lester Linsk 
David Lipton 
Harold Mirisch 
George Montgomery 
Joe Newman 
Llovd Nolan 
Hugh Owen 
Louella Parsons 
John Payne 
Nicholas Ray 
Henry C. Rogers 
Robert Rossen 
Marvin Schenck 
William Seiter 
Walter Seltzer 
Dinah Shore 
Jack Smith 
Franchot Tone 
Claire Trevor 
Hal Wallis 

Earl Wilson 


Europe to N. Y. 


Donald Bain 

Cecil Beaton 

Ek. Martin Browne 
Ernest Clark 

Avril Conquest 
Robert Cummings 
Robert Flemyng 
Rene Fraday 

Pierre Louis Guerin 
Herbert Kalmus 
Mike Kaplan 
George London 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Cathleen Nesbitt 
Richard Ney 

Eileen Peel 

Milton Pickman 
Gene Raymond 
Henry Sherek 

John Wildberg 
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Major jors Agree on 100%, Changeover 


To Non-Flam 


Complete swing of all majors to¢ 
(non-flammable) film by 


acetate 
1951, was agreed upon yes- 


Jan. 1, 


terd 
companies called by Eastman 


Kodak, manufacturer of the safety 
rawstock. 

The huddle was 
q threatened crackdown by state 
and local authorities who have 
been urging the complete change- 


over 
reduce fire perils. 


Several of the companies indi- 


cated at the meeting that they 
would make the 100% conversion 
to acetate within the next couple 
of months. 


be able to service the companies at 
a faster pace. Decision setting the 
Jan. 1, 1951, deadline presents a 
quickening of the original time- 
table. which called for completion 
of the switch in two years. 

Decision to make the complete 
switch follows experimental use 
of acetate by the majors for the 
past year. During that time, ap-| 
proximately 50° of all prints 
pave been turned out in non-flam 
rawstock, although packaging and 
treatment have been the same as 
for nitrate. Because the mixed 
handling of both types of raw- 
stock have complicated exchange 
and theatre operations, the early 
change is being made. 

Meanwhile, series of reductions 
in the cost of acetate rawstock is 
paving the way for the movement. 
When first produced several years 
ago, EK fixed a price some $4 per 
reel higher than nitrate. 
sive reductions have now brought 
the tab to the point where it is 
only $1 per reel higher. 

One problem discussed 
meeting is that of salvage dif- 
ficulties on acetate. Material re- 
quires a dissolvant which is peril- 
ously explosive whereas nitrate 
fim does not present the same 
hurdle 


at the 


While theatres have been serv- | 


iced acetate prints for many 
months now, no indication of that 
has been given to exhibs. Majors 
have shied away from labelling 
acetate as such because frequently 
trailers attached to the feature are 
in nitrate, or substitute prints are 
in that flammable rawstock. Hence, 


identical handling will be required | 


until the complete switch is made. 


8 DISTRIBS NAMED IN 
CLEVE. DRIVE-IN SUIT 


Chicago, Jan. 10. 


Attorney Seymour Simon filed 
Suit in equity last week in Chi fed- 
eral district court against eight ma- 
jor film distributors on behalf of 
operators of two Cleveland outdoor 
theatres. The only two majors not 
mentioned in the complaint are 
Loew's and Paramount. 

Complaint, filed before Judge 
Elwyn Shaw, asks relief from what 
plaintiffs charge are “exorbitant 
rentals” and excessive clearance. 
Plaintiffs, operators of Euclid Ave. 
and Fairview outdoor theatres, 
Cleveland, claim that while Para- 
mount and Loew’s licensed pic- 
tures 35 days after first run, other 
distributors would not license until 


a later or at “exorbitant rent- 
ais 








Supreme Ct. Firm On 
” ve 
Fifth & Walnut Nix 
Washington, Jan. 10. 
7. 5. Supreme Court is sticking 
Fifth refusal to hear an appeal by 
toggl & Walnut Amus. Co. in its 
ei anti-trust action against the 
Ph Majors, High court handed 
sade a denial this week of a plea 
= reconsideration of its previous 
up ve, 2" appeal. Denial winds 
“on protracted litigation. 
alg & Walnut, headed by 
leeer chwartz, operates the Na- 
eee ee Louisville. Majors 
fir 7 Cnarged with steering their 
run product to a competing 


af Ss 
i A “'s house. Majors won in both 
“wer Courts, 


ay (Tues.) at a meeting of the| 


sparked by | 


from combustible nitrate to | 


EK has speeded up its | 
production of the rawstock so as to | 


Succes- | 


Film by Jan. 1, 51 


o 





‘San Antonio Learns Fast | 
San Antonio, Jan. 10. 

Mayor Jack White has an- 
| nounced that the city’s brief 
| flier into the motion pic biz is 
over, but definitely. 

It all started with the reve- 
| lation by the city paymaster 
that the city had apparently 
helped sponsor the exhibition 
Dec. 12-14 of the pic, ‘‘Carne- 
gie Hall.” The paymaster list- 
ed the city’s receipts as $57, 
and said that he already had 
a bill for projectionists of 
$100.60. The mayor announced 
he hadn't known about the 
project, that there would be no 
repetition. 

Showing was at the Munici- 
pal auditorium. 


Indie Exhibs Shy 
3006 of Goal As — 
Backer of Prod. 


National Exhibitors Film Corp. 
is currently some $300,000 away 
from its $2,000,000 starting goal 
as a backer of 
Figures were aired at a meeting 
staged last week among Si Fabian, 








NEFC prez; Samuel Pinanski, 
board chairman; Ted Gamble, 


George Skouras and Robert Coyne, 
in which the local backers of the 
new company talked over the 
'unit’s progress in garnering exhib 
stock subscriptions. Minimum of 
$2,000,000 is fixed in 
charter as pre-requisite capital be- 
fore buying into indie product. 

Commitments for the $300,000 
still required have already been 
' made by exhibs, it is said, as a re- 
sult of a number of local exhib 
meetings staged in Detroit, Boston 
and Chicago. Either Fabian or 
Pinanski attended these meets to 
explain NEFC aims. 

Fabian will trek to Cincinnati 
later this month for another exhib 
| rally 
rice White is calling. When the 
| $2,000,000 has been collected in 
full, NEFC toppers plan holding a 


| general meeting of subscribers in| 


| New York before the company is 
| activated. 


OLD NAME-PLAYER PIX 





SET FOR VIDEO SALE 


Series of nine feature films with 
name players and _a_ serial have 
been acquired by Television Film 
Booking Office. N. Y., for sale to 
video stations. Distrib is the TV 
‘adjunct recently set up by Irving 
Lesser and Seymour Poe to their 
Producers Representatives, Inc., 
unit. Latter supervises sales and 
distribution of indie product to 
theatres. 

Among the nine features which 
will be released under the overall 
label, “Musical Sketchbook,” are 
“Make a Wish,” with Basil Rath- 
bone and Leon Errol, “Hawaii 
| Calls” with Ward Bond and Ned 
Sparks; “Breaking the Ice,” with 
Charles Ruggles. Dolores Costello 
‘and Billy Gilbert, and “Way Down 
South.” with Ralph Morgan, Alan 
Mowbray _ Sally Blane. 

The pix ‘ere acquired 
Amerigo measte, operator of 
Variety Film Distributors, Inc.. 
which had bought them outright 
from the original producers some 
vears ago. The serial which TV- 
FBO is handling is a 12-parter, 
“The Return of Chandu,” with a 
feature length pic, “Chandu on the 


from 


Magic Island,” for the 13th install- 
ment. 
Lesser went to the Coast last 


week and will be thereabouts about 
a month lining up additional TV 
product and confabbing with Sol 
Lesser, Walter Wanger and other 
s}Producers Representatives clients. 


| coming schedule 


indie production. | 


the NEFC} 


which circuit operator Mau- | 


MORE EPICS AS B’ PIX PEGS 





J, REP REVERSE 
ECONOMY TREND 


The need for big pix to bulwark 
a distrib’s entire season’s product 
|is reversing the cost-saving pro- 
|; duction maneuvers of the past 
couple of years. Because several 
distribs have now decided that it 
takes the big ones to sell the small- 
er features in today’s hot competi- 
tive market, these companies, after 
shying away froin costly celluloid 
in favor of exploitation product 
only, are swinging into expensive 
product again. 

Reversal is being led by Univer- | 
sal and Republic in significant de- | 
| velopments of the past couple of | 
| weeks. Under a recent decision of | 
| U’s board, the company will boost | 
j) its overall 1950 production budget 
}some 20° over the slashed-to-the- 
| bone figure in °49. Rep., for its 
part, is taking on the John Ford- 
Merian C. Cooper Argosy Produc- 
tions as its production vehicle for 











| 
| 


more expensive films, 

In both instances the change 
comes aftér an attempt to get 
along solely on less costly output. 


C 


is lifting the $1,000,000 ceiling | 
figure on the negative cost of any 
/one pic to incorporate in its up- | 
at least six films 
in the more than $1,000,060 brack- | 
et. Rep will do two-three heavy- | 
coin ae yearly after eschewing | 
such operations because of bad 
losses on a number of expensive | 
weakies. Argosy pix will be in the | 
$1,250,000 range. | 
Rep’s action follows the prom- 
ising showing of “Sands of Iwo 
Jima.” It cost the company about 
$1,000,000, and now looks to gross 
2,500,000. Both U and Rep see 
the need for bigger pix to pad out 
a general lineup of exploitation 
films and act as “‘leaders”’ in bring- 
ing on heavier bookings in the en- 
tire lineup of product. The big pix 
(Continued on page 22) 


Arthur Miller Doing 
Original Screenplay 
For N.Y. Indie Prod. 


Original screenplay which Ar- 
thur Miller expects to have com- 
pleted in about a month will be 
produced by him in association 
with Kermit Bloomgarden’ and 
Elia Kazan, who will direct, the 
| writer said this week. He declared 
at his Brooklyn home, where he 
has been working on the yarn for 
several months, that there is very | 
little definite about production 
plans aside from the certainty that 








|the film will be lensed in New 
| York. 

Miller is author of the smash} 
legiter, “Death of a Salesman,” 


which Bloomgarden produced (with | 
Walter Fried) and Kazan directed. 
The screenplay hasn’t even a defi- 
nite title as yet, Miller said, but is 
localed in a waterfront area that 
might be typical of any port city. 
Budget, financing or distribution 
plans have not been set, pending 
completion of the script. One of 
the methods of bankrolling that 
reportedly has been discussed, 
however, calls for sale of $5,000 
pieces to a requisite number of in- 
vestors, possibly 100, to raise $500,- 
000. It might be on the basis of 
a limited partnership, which is the 
way plays are generally financed. 





Judge Okays Distribs 
0.0. of Volks’ Books 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 

Federal Judge G. J. Nordbye has 
issued his order permitting eight 
major distributors to examine 
books of three Volk brothers’ Min- 
neapolis neighborhood _ theatres. 
Nile, Camden and Falls, in suit to 
recover sums allegedly due_ be- 
cause of faise returns on percent- 
age pictures. At same time, the 
judge declined to permit inspec- 
tion of books of Riverview, Volks’ 
newest theatre here, income tax 
returns, auditors’ work papers and 
all other records of every kind, as 
requested by the distributors. 

Non-jury trial of suit is sched- 
uled for March. \ 


lLittle3 Eyes Another High Court Piea 


In Campaign Against Theatre Freeze 





WB’s Feb. 21 Meet 


Warner Bros. double-bar- 
relled negotiations with the 
Dept. of Justice for a consent 
decree and with Lehman Bros. 
on sale of the Warners’ stock 
will come up for stockholder 
attention on Feb. 21. That date 
was fixed this week by War ners 
as the time for the company’s 
annual stockholder meet in 
Wilmington, Del. Stockholders 
of record Jan. 16 are privileged 
to vote for officers and, un- 
doubtedly, on a consent decree 
if it is completed by then. 

Should a deal be closed by 
then with Lehman Bros. for 
sale of Harry, Jack and Major 
Albert Warner’s 25° interest 
in the theatre chain, announce- 
ment will probably be made 
then to the stockholders. 


Govt., Warners 
On Final Leg Of 


Decree Sprint 


Washington, Jan. 10. 

Speedup on negotiations  be- 
tween Warner Bros. and the Dept. 
of Justice for a consent decree has 
now brought the two parties with- 
in a shade of reaching final agree- 
ment on the ultimate form that the 
compromise will take. Substantial 
differences have been ironed out 
over the number and identity of 
theatres which must be divested by 
{the new theatre company. Only 
| divestiture on minor situations re- 
} mains an issue. 

Meanwhile, in New 
| between Lehman Bros., 
| firm, and Harry, Jack and Major 
| Albert Warner, on sale of the trio's 
stock holdings in the new circuit, 
are being pushed. Spokesman for 
[the Wall street concern insisted 
this week that while “we have an 
understanding in principle,” ex- 
ploratory talks are being staged to 








York, talks 
investment 


determine which of a number of 
financing alternatives will be 
adopted. 

The deal, whereby the Lehmans 


would take over 1,800,000 shares 
(Continued on page 15) 


SELZNICK SWITCHES, 
DROPS TRIP ABROAD 


David O. Selznick has reportedly 
revised his plan to return to 
Europe this month and will remain 
in this country until spring. Pro- 
ducer, who returned to the U. S. 
from London in mid-December, 
was slated to go abroad again next 
week. 

Jennifer Jones, Selznick’s wife, 
who was scheduled to go with him, 
is understood to have’ brought 
about his change of plans. She 
was in England continuously for 
many months making “Gone to 
Earth” for Selznick and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda. She returned with 
the producer last month and is said 
to prefer to remain in this country 
for a while, 

DOS is sending to Europe in his 
stead attorney Louis T. Stone 
whom he recently named his exec 
assistant. Stone will handle ne- 
gotiations in England. France and 
Italy that Selznick has already 
started for co-production of films 
there. Producer will go over him- 
self when deals are completed and 
pix are near the actual lensing 
stage. 

It is uncertain yet whether Stone 
will attempt to smooth out the cur- 
rent battle between Selznick and 
Korda by himself, or whether he 
will be accompanied by DOS’ staff 
counsel on the Coast. Robert Dann. 
Latter was in on the negotiations 
between the producers that broke 
down in London last month. 





Supreme Court. 


+ Still burning over the “backdoor 


ban” directed against their acquisi- 
tion of theatres, the Little Three 
are contemplating another appeal 
‘of the anti-trust suit to the U. S. 
Appeal action by 
Metro, only holdout among the Beg 
Five on the anti-trust settlement 
front, would probably lead to 
|similar action by United Artists, 
Columbia and Universal. If Metro, 
however, drops the idea, the little 
companies would probably follow 
suit. 

A Metro appeal would reopen 
the entire case since that company 
has been hit by all parts of the 
New York Federal court’s decision. 
In that event, the Little Three 
could raise the limited number of 
questions which they want re- 
considered, chief of them being the 
denied right to acquire showcases. 

Little Three attorneys are mull- 
ing the appeal because the Para- 
mount and RKO consent decrees 
block theatre acquisitions by Col., 
U and UA in a “backdoor 
maneuver.” In effect, these decrees 
prohibit Par or RKO from selling 
any of their houses to any de- 
fendant. That, of course, includes 
the non-theatre owning majors. 

Point was vainly argued by 
Little Three lawyers when the Par 
and RKO decrees were under con- 
sideration by the N. Y. court. Addi- 
tionally, error is claimed in the 
lower court’s ruling that longterm 
franchises can only be granted to 
indie exhibs. An upset of that 
stricture would be sought, if an 
appeal is made, on the contention 
that the high court intended to 
legalize any franchise which fur- 
thered competition. 

When the decree comes up for 
argument next Tuesday (17), Little 

(Continued on page 22) 


MEISELMAN APPEALS 
TO CHARLOTTE COURT 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 10. 

U. S. Court of Appeals here has 
under consideration an appeal! by 
the Meiselman Theatres against a 
trial court’s refusal to issue a pre- 
liminary anti - trust injunction 
against major distributors. 

H. B. Meiselman, Charlotte ex- 
hibitor, charged the majors were 
steering their top product to the 
Wilby-Kincey circuit. Appeal was 
argued here Friday (6), with Rob- 
ert L. Wright, former motion pic- 
ture specialist for the anti-trust 
division, and John Clagett, both of 
Washington, appearing for Meisel- 
man. 

Two days earlier, in a reply 
brief, Wright said of the majors: 
“The appellees are apparently 
willing to pay lip service to the 
general prineiple of theatre-by- 
theatre competition between inde- 
pendent theatres and affiliated 
theatres in the Government’s suit, 
but quite unwilling to permit any 
concrete local application of the 
principle which will threaten a 
first-run theatre monopoly held by 
an affiliated exhibitor. This court 
should not countenance appellees’ 
attempt to repudiate in Charlotte 





their formally declared policy to 
license films competitively every- 
where.” 





Ferrer to Coast For 
Metro-Grant-‘Crisis’ 


Jose Ferrer, whose second film, 
“Whirlpool” (20th), in which he ap- 
pears with Gene Tierney, opens at 
the Roxy, N. Y., Friday (14), flew 
to the Coast Sunday with his wife, 
Phyllis Hill, to start work on Met- 
ro’s “Crisis,” in which he'll be co- 
starred with Cary Grant. 

He'll follow “Crisis” with “Cy- 
rano de Bergerac,” for Stanley 
Kramer Productiens, then go to 
France, to make “The Baker's 
Wife” in English, under Rene 
Clair’s direction. Last-named pie 
may be distributed in the U. S. by 
Motion Picture Sales Corp., which 
‘may also share in the financing. 
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Riding High 
(SONGS) 


Paramount release of Frank Capra pro- 
uction. Stars Bing Crosby; features Co- 
een Gray. Charles Bickford and Frances 
Gifford. Directed by Capra. Screenplay 
by Robert Riskin, with additional dialog 
by Melviile Shavelson and Jack Rose; 
based on story by Mark Hellinger; cam- 


era. George Barnes and Ernest Laszlo; 
editor. William Hornbeck; songs. by 
Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van Heusen. 
Previewed at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., Dee. 15, °49. Running time, 112 
MINS. 
Dan Brooks Bing Crosby 
Alice Higgins Coleen Gray 
L. Higgins Charles Bickford 


Margaret Higgins Frances Gifford 


Prof. Pettigrew Raymond Walburn 
Happy McGuire William Demarest 
Whitey Clarence Muse 
Edina Margaret Hamilton 
Eddie Morgan Douglas Dumpbrille 
Lee Ward Bond 
Erickson Charles Lane 
Jockey Williams Frankie Darro 
Whitehall Paul Harve; 
Mathilda Winslow Marjorie ord 
Mary Eari» Marjorie Heshe! 

Henry Early Rand Brooks 


Willard Waterman 
Jimmy Gleason 
Dub Tavlor 


Arthur Winslow 
Racing Secretary 
Joe 


film 


Big yen by the Hollywood 
factories recently for remaking 
past hits is bound to get’ another 
hypo when this one gets around. 
Frank Capra has taken Mark Hel- 
linger’s yarn, “Broadway Bill,” 
which he produced and directed 
for Columbia in 1934, and turned 
it into one of the best Bing Crosby 
starrers that’s come along for a 
considerable time. It will undoubt- 
edly have the studios delving into 
their vaults for other product 
which can be successfully updated. 

Capra’s deft handiwork, which 
made the original Warner Baxter- 
Myrna Loy, pic such a delight, Is 
again clearly evident. This time 
he has even more to work with, 
however, for the role of the guy 
who must choose between the gal 
he’s engaged to and the racehorse 
he loves, is just tailored for Cros- 
by. add to that a flock of top 
tunes supplied for The Groaner by 
Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 
Heusen and the top b.o. potential 
is evident. 

Racetrack pix have been tradi- 
tionally tough to sell because they 
seem to lack femme appeal. That’s 
certainly not the story with this 
entry, however, for while a large 
part of the action takes place 
around a gee-gee oval, the combo 
of Hellinger and Capra has imbued 
the yarn with such humor, good- 
natured pathos and real heart that 
the track angle is strictly inciden- 
tal to the bigger human angles in- 
volved. 

Capra has salted the pic not only 
with a capable crew of supporting 
players, but has added some un- 
billed, surprise entrants that are 
surefire for giggles. A much 
troubled gent at the track proves 
to be Oliver Hardy, while Crosby’s 
successor to the fortune he kicks 
over by giving up his gal for his 
horse is shown in a fleeting shot 
to be Maxie Baer. Ish Kabbible 
and Joe Frisco are likewise given 
surprise spottings. ‘ 

Coleen Gray, a relative new- 
comer to top Paramount roles, 
shows up very effectively as the 
femme who loves his oat-consumer 
almost as much as she yearns for 
Crosby. She handles both the dra- 
matic end and some musical tom- 
foolery with Crosby almost equal!y 
well. Frances Gifford 1s appropri- 
ately cool as the gal he leaves be- 
behind, and Charles Bickford au- 
sterely plays the girl’s dad. 

It’s a field day for the secondary 
characters, however, and Raymond 
Walburn and William Demarest, as 
a pair of Indigent touts, never muff 
any opportunities to generate a 
yak. Other character laugh-getters 
are Clarence Muse, Margaret Ham- 
ilton, Paul Harvey and Marjorie 
Lord. 

Undoubtedly one of the high- 
light comedy scenes of the year is 
one in which Crosby thinks Wal- 
burn and Demarest are loaded wih 
coin and they think he is—and 
they’re trying to work each other 
at a fancy lunch in a college alum- 
ni club. Final racing sequence is 
as taut as the other is funny. 

Robert Riskin’s screenplay fol- 
lows closely the “Broadway Billi” 
model and the Hellinger original 
—which was the late Broadway 
newspaperman’s second Hollywood 
yarn, coming soon after “Litile 
Miss Marker.” Latter, likewise a 
racetrack story, also was receniiy 
remade by Par, under the las 
“Sorrowful Jones,” with Bob Hope 
starred. Herd. 





= 
Borde>iine 
Universal release of Milton H. Bren on 
William A. Seiter production. Stars Fied 
MacMurray, Claire Trevor. Direcied hy 
Seiter. Screenplay, Devery§ Freemen: 
eamera, Lucien Androit: editor, 


N. Y., Jan. 9. °50. 
Johnny Macklin 
Madeleine Haley 
Pete Richie 
Hurvey Gumbin 


Running time? 88 MINS. 
Fred MacMurri.s 
Claire Trevor | 
Raymond Burr 
Roy Roberts 


arr ere ee Jose Tervey | 
ND. <h:sn5 Vee beeem Morris Ankroin 
Peterson Charlies Lene 
ES 3k 54 es aN se BARS BREED Don Diamond 


Portirio Nacho Galinde 


Spotty entertainment values in 
this pic stem from its indecisive 
treatment as either a straight com- | 





Harry | 
Keller: score. Hans J. Salter. Tradeshown | 


| 


edy or a serious meller. Dealing | 


with the narcotics problem, “Bor- | 


derline” makes alternate stabs in| 
each direction in such a way that) 
customers won't know whether to) 
laugh or Vite their nails. Likeli- | 
hood is that they’ll do neither since 
the total impact is mild. B.o.! 
chances will hinge on moderately 
strong marquee names and exploi- 
tation pegs supplied by the theme. 

Basic flaw is traceable to Devery 
Freeman's screenplay. which fails 
to supply enough twists in the yarn 
to sustain this offering over its 
comparatively long running time. 
It bogs down in formula action and 
material. At several points, 
pic shows a tendency to turn into 
a farce on the government agent- 
vs.-racketeer, and this might have 
worked with an all-out handling 
Director William A. Seiter, how- 
ever. didn’t go along with the gag 
the full way and switched between 
the pic’s conflicting moods. 

Plot is a tissue of far-fetched co- 
incidences linked together by a du- 
bious logic. Claire Trevor plays a 
Los Angeles policewoman who’s 
assigned by the Federal narcotics 
bureau to get the goods on a Mexi- 
can dope ring. Disguised as a 
blowsy chorus girl, she contacts the 
gang chieftain via rendezvous in 
his room. Before she gets any- 
place, however, some rival smug- 
glers break into the room and take | 
off with her and the hasheesh. 

Fred MacMurray is one of the 
rival gangsters but he also is an 
undercover U.S. Government oper- 
ator. Both MacMurray and Miss 
Trevor take off for the Caiifornia 
border, each ignorant of the other’s 
real identity, in order to trap the 
top man in the ring. They fall for 
each other and, of course, are re- 
luctant to turn the other in. It’s 
an obvious climax when both show 
themselves to be coppers. Some 
contrived fisticuffs and gunplay be- 
tween the feds and the gangsters 
serve as an exciting fadeout. 

Performances are handicapped 
by the uneven scripting but Miss 
Trevor and MacMurray team nicely 
in the light romantic repartee. 
Reymond Burr, as one of the 
racketeers, suavely registers as a 
pat heavy. Rest of the cast are 
okay in minor parts. 

Production is marked by a first- 
rate production dress with neat 
camera work and authentic Mexi- 
can locales. Herm. 


+}? ~ 
filler 





The Nevadan 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood. Jan. 6. 

Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
‘Scott-Brown) production. Stars Randolph 
Scott; features Dorothy Malone. Forrest 
rucker, Frank Faylen, George Macready. 
Directed by Gordon Douglas. Story and 
screenplay, George W. George. George F. 
Slavin: added dialog, Rowland Brown: 
camera (Cinecolor), Charles Lawton, Jr.;: 
editor, Richard Fantl. Previewed Jan. 3, 
‘50. Running time, 80 MINS. 
Andrew Barkley..... Randolph Scott 





Karen Galt .....,.. “....Dorothy Malone 
Tom Tanner...,.... . Forrest Tucker | 
Jett eeu Frank Faylen 
Edward Galt.......... George Macready 
Dyke Merrick.......... Charles Kemper 
Bart renehe nes Jeff Corey 
a Se rere Tom Powers 
. CRS ... Jock O’Mahoney 
Deputy Morgan , . Stanley Andrews 
rex . Finéchbewe James Kirkwood 
i) > re ate Drain Lawson 
Rusty : . Olin Howlin 
Duke 


Louis Mason 





Randolph Scott and color com- 
bine to point “The Nevadan” for 
satisfactory returns in the market 
that never seems to get tired of 
western action. Film’s Cinecolor 
hues are very good, the story line 
okay and the action is rugged, all 
factors that help make it easy to 
iake, 

Harry Joe Brown produced and 
supplied film with topnotch out- 
door values in choice of locales, a 
cast of expert performers and 
other ingredients that shape it for 
proper reception by oater fans. 
Pace is fast and is generously sup- 
nlied with suspense and thrills un- 
der the speedy direction of Gordon 
Mouglas. Glossing it all is the 
fine lensing in color by Charles 
Lawton, Jr. 

Scott is seen as an undercover 
U. S. marshal, hot on the trail 
of Forrest Tucker and the latter's 














The Gay Lady 


“The Gay Lady” ‘Rank), 
being tradeshown in New York 
tomorrow (‘(Thurs.). was re- 
viewed in Variety from Lon- 
don, Aug. 17, 1949. under its 
original title, “Trottie True.” 
Filmed in Technicolor. pic was 
tabbed by reviewer Muyro as 
being “within obvious limita- 
tions, a bright vivacious back- 
stage musical.” Review also 
noted that film “has clearly 
been made on a _ restricted 
budget, which has resulted in 
the elimination of anything re- 
motely resembling production 
numbers.” Story follows a gal 
from the back streets of Cam- 
den town who eventually mar- 
ries a Duke after working her- 
self up via vaude and musical 
comedy. 

Pic is being released in the 
U. S. by Eagle Lion. | 


“Miniature Reviews 


“Riding High” (Par). Bing 
Crosby in topnotch comedy, 
sure for solid b.o. returns. 

“Borderline” (U). Claire 
Trevor, Fred MacMurray in 
narcotics yarn; spotty b.o. 

“The Nevadan” (Color) 
(Col. Randolph Scott out- 
door actioner in color for the 
oater fans. Okay prospects. 

“The Sundowners” (Color) 


(EL). Excellent western for 
oater fan. ; 
“Davy Crockett, Indian 


Scout” (UA). 
for dualers. 
“The Flying Saucer” (FC). 
Poorly made adventure pic. 
“The Blonde Bandit” (Rep). 
Okay melodrama for secondary 


Okay westerner 


bookings. 

“Bomba on Panther Island” 
(Mono). Okay for’ kiddie 
trade and lesser genera! situ- 
ations. 

“Pioneer Marshal” (Rep.) 
Good oater starring Monte 
Hale. 


“Riders of the Dusk” (Mono). 
Whip Wilson, new Monogram 
western star, in routine horse 
opera; mild support. 

“Master Mind” ‘Mono). Poor 
entry in the Bowery Boys com- 
edy series. 

“The Cure for Love” (BL). 
Robert Donat in British ro- 
mance, too. specialized for 
a or 
“The Voice of Love” (Italian) 


(Crown). Gino Bechi's strong 
baritoning buried in a silly 
farce, okay for Italian-lan- 


guage houses. 








is 


$250,000 gold loot. An escape 
arranged for Tucker, and Scott 
takes after him to find the hiding 
place of the fortune. It’s no cut- 
and-dried chase, though, as George 
Macready, a greedy rancher, wants 
the loot, too. Tucker and Scott 
team to fight off Macready and 
henchmen and then stage their 
own private battle in which law 
and order triumph. 

The story and script by George 
W. George and George F. Slavin 
is sufficiently clean-cut, despite 
some vagueness in approaching 
the main plot line. Spotted is a 
romance between Dorothy Malone, 
daughter of Macready, and Scott, 
plenty of chase and _ action 
sequences, and a generally good 
western flavor. 

Scott is up to his usual good 


Standard as the lean hero, and 
Tucker’s outlaw pleases. Miss | 
Malone looks geod in her outdoor 
role. Macready is a forthright 


heavy and there are neat perform- 
ances turned in by Frank Faylen, 
Charles Kemper, Jeff Corey, Tom 
Powers, Jock O’Mahoney' and 
others of the cast. Brog. 





The Sundowners 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, Jan. 7. 

Eagle Lion release of Alan LeMay (Le- 
May-Templeton) production. Stars Robert 
Preston. Robert Sierling. Chill Wills: fea- 
tures John Litel. Cathy Downs, John 
Barrymore, Jr. Directed by George Tem- 
pleton. Screenplay, Alan LeMay: cam- 
era (Technicolor), Winton C. Hoch: music, 


Al Colombo; editor. Jack Ogilvie. Pre- 
viewed Jan. 6, 50. Running time, 65 MINS. 
Kid Wichita.......... Robert Preston 


Tom Cloud 
el : aaa 
John Gaul .. 


Robert Sterling 
Chill Wills 
John Litel 


ey MOON \oy.aikosoao wavew Cathy Downs 
Boyce Fike nee eues Jack Elam 
Elmer Ss Fi ee sade cis Don Haggerty 
eer rere Stanley Price 
Turkey 1A VRS eRe a Clem Fuller 
ee errr Frank Cordell 
Batson 


Jeff Cloud John Barrymore, Jr. 


The new producing team of Alan 
LeMay and George Templeton 
have come up with a right smart 
western feature as their first entry 
for Eagle Lion release. Written 
and directed by Templeton, it is 
made of the stuff that is grooved 
for the true western fans. Busi- 
ness should please in those houses 
that garner most of their trade 
when screening prairie fjimfare, 
and it’s good top or bottom ma- 
terial.for the general twin bill. 

There's real cowtown in its Texas 
locale, and the scenery hasn't been 
done to death, making for a fresh. 
authentie tone. The action makes 
sense as plotted by 
Templeton’s direction 


steers the 


players to get the most from the | 


good story. 

Story pits brother against brother 
to bring to a conclusion its account 
of a feud between rival cattlemen. 
Before that finale, tension is kept 
alive by cattle raids, gun battles 
and the constant fight of wills be- 
tween a brother trying to carve a 


ranch and home from his section of | 
Texas land, and an older brother | 


who dominates. For good measure 
plot tosses in some romantic in- 
terest that comes across excel- 
lently. Resolution of the various 
angles has the bad brother shot 
down, the cattle feud ended and 
peace again on the range. 
Interesting is the film debut of 
John Barrymore, Jr. He does well 
by his role of a kid who idolizes 


his bad, eldest brother but is held. 


in line by the middle kin, Robert 


Dave Kashner | 


LeMay, and. 


Sterling. Latter hasn’t been seen 
too often on the screen of late and 
makes his footage count. Robert 
'Preston gets his teeth into the 
colorful role of the daring, dash- 
ing eldest member of the Cloud 
family, and will be liked despite 
i his bad ways. 

Cathy Downs supplies a comely 
femme touch to the footage as the 
| girl who loves Sterling. Jack Elam 

is her weakling husband killed by 
Preston. Chill Wills comes over 
as one of the valley ranchers, and 
(there is good work by John Litel, 
| Don Haggerty, Stanley Price, Clem 
|Fuller and others. 

| Picture has been _ splendidly 
mounted by the Technicolor hues 
used in Winton C. Hech’s photog- 





raphy. Color shows off the Texas 
scenery to advantage. The Al Co- 
lombo musie score, directed by 


Irvin Talbot, fits in, and editing by 
Jack Ogilvie is expert in keeping 
footage moving. Brog. 





Davy Crockett. Indian 
Scout 


United Artists release of Edward Small 
production. Stars George Montgomery, 
Ellen Drew; features —s Reed, Noah 
Beery, Jr. Directed by ew Landers. 
Screenplay, Richard Schayer; story, Ford 
Diskant, John 


Beebe; camera, George I 
Mescall; editors, Stuart F rye, Kenneth 
Crane: score, Paul Sawtell. Tradeshown 


N. Y., Jan. 6, ’5Q. Running time, 71 MINS. 


Davy Crockett.. George Montgomery 
Frances Eee PE ee a Ellen Drew 
Red Hawk : Philip Reed 
Tex ee ere ee Noah Beery, Jr. | 
Ben Trees Paul Guilfovle 
Capt. Weightman . Addison Richards 
Lone Eagle = Robert | Barrat 
Mr. Simms , Erik Rolf 
High Tree ...-... William Wilkerson 
Colonel Pollard....... John Hamilton 
Mrs. Simms Vera Marshe 
Jimmy Simms....... Jimmy Moss 
Sleeping Fox . Chief Thundercloud 
Sergt. Gordon ; Kenneth Duncan 
Captain McHale ...... Ray Teal 
“Davy Crockett. Indian Scout 


is an okay westerner for the ac- 
tion market and dualer support. 
Based on a standard cowboy-and- 
injuns plot, this pic makes geod 
use of a moderately strong cast and 
some spectacular shots of western 
mountain ranges. Neat production 
values are extracted from the mod- 
est-budget outlay. 

Yarn hews to the formula in- 
gredients of howling Indians, am- 
bushed wagon trains, disloyal half- 
breeds and a slight touch of ro- 
mance. George Montgomery, as a 
U. S. military scout with the same 
monicker as his famous uncle, is 
assigned to counter Indian attacks 
against a line of wagon trains head- 
ing west. He’s hampered by some 
varmint who’s been tipping off the 
injuns on the line’s movements. 

Philip Reed, as Montgomery’s 
Indian sidekick, is the chief sus- 
pect but is cleared by some heroic 
riding and shooting while fighting 
/his hostile tribesmen. Ellen Drew, 
_a halfbreed who looks white. is the 
surprise espionage agent who re- 
pents at the windup and harnesses 
up with Reed. Pic blazes out with 
a furious battle in which the army 
troops are first rescued by Mont- 
gomery and then make the Indians 
bite the dust. 
| Performances are competently 
handled, with Montgomery regis- 
tering nicely in the top role. Reed 
and Miss Drew back up strongly, 
with Noah Beery, Jr., also chipping 
in some creditable thesping as an- 
other military scout. Among the 
heavies, Robert Barrat, as the 
Indian chief, and Paul Guilfoyle, 
as an undercover redman., are ade- 
quate. Rest of the large cast is 
okay in stock parts. Herm. 





The Flying Saucer 
a Film Classics release of Colonial (Mikel 
Conrad) production. Stars Conrad: fea- 
tures Pat Garrison, Hantz Von Teuffen. 
Directed by Conrad. Screenplay. Howard 
Irving Young. based upon original story 
by Conrad; camera, Phillip Tennura: edi- 
tor. Robert Crandall: music. Darrell 
Calker. At Rialto. N. Y., Jan. 5, °50. Run- 
ning time, 61 MINS. 
Mike Trent 

Vee Langley 

_. 2 eee 
Colonel Marikoft 
| Hank Thorn 
Matt Mitchell 
Turner 
Dr. Cart Lawton <-....... 
Partender in Ernie’s .. 


Mikel Conrad 
Pat 
Hants Von Teuffen 


chet ea meek Russell Hicks 
Satinets Frank Derien 
Denver 
Roy Engel 
Garry Owen 


Naneite Vireinia Hewitt 
Dreamland Bartender Phillip Morris 
Barge Captain Robert Boon 
Alex Muller Erl Lyon 





“The Flying Saucer” 


is pretty 
feeble adventure fare. 


Story lends 











The Laughing Lady 

_ “The Laughing Lady,” Brit- 

ish-made, tradeshown in New 
_ York, Thursday (5) was re- 
| Viewed in Vartery from Lon- 

don Oct. 23 1946. According 

to reviewer Cane pic, a big- 
| scale Technicolor costume mu- 
sical, “should find a place in 
the U. S.” Yarn, set in France 
and England during the 
French Revolution, revolves 
around the quest for a neck- 
lace once owned by Marie An- 
toinette. Though stars Web- 
ster Booth and Anne Ziegler 
have little marquee value in 
America, they are big concert 
and theatre attractions in Eng- 
Jand. 

Four Continents Films 
releasing pic in the U. S. 


is 


Garrison | 


Lester Sharpe | 


Pyle | 


itself t loltation, but ex, 
_itse Oo exploitation, but 
imaginative lobby displays ang” 


spirited sales campaign are } 
/worth the effort on this | 
, budget entry, 


ardly 
OWer. 


| Fault evidently lies in Mike} 
Conrad's attempt to make the 
‘whole picture a one-man affaiy 


Not only did he do the 
story, but he also handle 
tion, direction as well as acted the 
top male role. On the basis of thi 
effort, Conrad has room for jp. 
provement in all categories 

Playboy Conrad, a native 


origion 
d produc. 


yD : Alas. 
kan, is impressed into the U.S ca. 
cret service by Russell Hicke 
when Russian agents threaten to 


seize a flying saucer invented }j, 
Roy Engel. Subsequent footage jp. 
volves Conrad and his femmy 
sistant, Pat Garrison, in 
of brushes with the agents. Juve. 
nile plot reaches its climax whe 
the Russians are killed by an 
avalanche of ice just in the nick of 
time. 

One of the film’s few redeeming 
factors is some striking 1 
scenery that’s beautifully lensed 
by Phillip Tannura. Otherwise 
“Saucer” has little to recommend 
it. Conrad is fair as the playboy. 
investigator. Miss Garrison shows 
little animation as his girl Friday, 
Rest of the cast contribute me. 
chanical performances. Gilb. 


The Blonde Bandit 


Hollywood, Jan. 5 
Republic release of Sidney Picker produ 
tion. Features Robert Rockwell, Dorothy 
Patrick, Gerald Mohr. Directed by Harry 
Keller. Screenplay, John K Butler 
camera, Ellis W. Carter: edito 
Hilton. Previewed Jan. 3, °50 
time, 60 MINS. 
Gloria Dell .. 


a nu ner 


th 


Alaskan 






Run 


Dorothy Pat: 





Joe Sapelli Gerald Mohr 
James Deveron ‘ Robert Rockwell 
Capt. E. V. Roberts Larry J. Blake 
Lieut. Metzger Charles Cane 
Pe 264 - t4bheheewe Richard Irving 
Mama Sapelli . Argentina Brunetti 
.. .., SAAR ree Alex Frazer 
Mrs. Henley........ ..Nana Bryant 
eT A ye Sere David Clarke 
Bertha Fannon.........--; Jody Gilbert 
iy NS er ere ee Monte Blue 
Marabelle Eve Whitney 
| RES Ces eae ee ere Norman Budd 
Mechanic eas Bobby Scott 
Walker ines ; Bob Wilke 
Arthur Jerome........ Philip Van Zandt 
Bartender ‘anee Ted Jacques 
Waiter . Walter Clinton 
Jail Matron Eva Novak 
ere ree .. Keith Richards 
yo ay | 7 ree Lester Dorr 
Thorndyke Roy Gordon 

“Blonde Bandit” is an_ okay 


melodrama that will get by as the 
lowercase feature on twin 
There’s nothing out of the ordinary 
about its story, playing or direc- 
tion, but it moves along at a satis- 
factory pace for 60 minutes to ful- 
fill release intentions. 

Dorothy Patrick is interesting in 
the title role, but what the handle 
has to do with her story character 
is very vague. She is secn as a gir! 
lured west by a promise of matri- 
mony. Upon arrival she finds the 
expected husband has been picked 
up for having too many wives. A 
bigtime bookie befriends her. she 
becomes involved in a_ jewelry 
holdup and, under police pressure, 
obtains evidence against her bookie 
friend. 

Love springs up between [he 
two, and finale has her promising 
to wait for him until his prison 
term is finished. Alse interesting 
is Gerald Mohr’s performance as 
the bookie. He gives it a nic: flare 
of lightness. Robert Rockwell the 
d.a.; Larry J. Blake and Charies 
Cane, a couple of crooked ( 
Richard Irving and \t gentina 
Brunetti are among the others wie 
deliver. 


bills 





Harry Keller’s direction keeps 
the footage moving at the gon 
ACh 


speed, and the production . 
ground under Sidney Pickers pre 
duction guidance is satistactoly 
Ellis W. Carter gave the John ‘A. 
Butler story good lensing. and edit 
ing is excellent. rod. 





Bomba on Panther 
Island 


Hollywood. Jan. | 

Monogram release of Walter Miriseh 
production, Stars Johnny Sheffield ml 
tures Allene Roberts, Lita Baron 0 
Walker, Charles Irwin, Harry | ad 
Smoki Whitfield, Martin Wilkins. Direc’ 
by Ford Beebe. Screenplay, Ford Beem 
based on characters created by Roy Ko 





wood in the “Bomba” books ig pen 
William A. Sickner; editor, Richare’ *' 
mance. Previewed Jan. 5, “50. Runnl 
time. 70 MINS. yield 
re Johnny Shete™ 
Judy Maitland..........: Allene Revol 
eres: an Wee 
Andy Barnes......+++++> — eae 
El irae pee aes oa Smoki wi ade . 
DNR a case oe Martin Wilki 
} 

Johnny Sheffield. youthhe 
muscle man, takes to the rin 
again to shape “Bomba on Pant! ef 
Island” as okay film fare tor juy’ 
eniles and secondary bookines © 
the smaller situations. Picture | 
a blend of actual jungle footer’ 
and studio-manufactured scene 
and comes off at a suitable p« 
to put it over. ia 
Film is second in the Monosté 
series, and Sheffield’s biceps - 
rea . 


put to good use as a jun'e-re oat 
teen-ager—a sort of a Toran” 
who wetches over the an’ 
his domain, as well as t’* 
(Continued on page 16) 
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United Paramount 


Big Plans for Large-Screen Video ~ KFYS |NPAFASE 


Newly - birthed United Para- 
mount circuit has big plans for 
large-screen theatre television. Na- 


tional hookup of UP houses, fed | 


either through a closed circuit or 
channels opened to exhibition by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, is the ultimate aim of the 
chain’s toppers, according to Leon- 
ard Goldenson, UP prez; Robert 
O’Brien, secretary-treasurer named 


to head all video activities; and | 


Robert M. Weitman, UP division 
chief, who will act as consultant to 
O’Brien on talent and program- 
ming. 
3oth Goldenson and O’Brien 
gauge theatre television “as a po- 
tential that may possibly be as 
significant as sound was in the 
20s, It may re-energize the indus- 
try and give it the same shot-in- 
the arm that sound did 


past.” 


the filing of applications with the 
FCC for television stations in Bos- 
ton and Detroit. If granted, these 
two new stations would supple- 
ment WBKB, the Balaban & Katz 
station in Chicago currently in 
operation. Additionally, UP is 
getting set to install large-screen 
facilities in theatres in Detroit, 
Boston, San Francisco and Minne- 
apolis. 

Goldenson sets no limit on the 
number of theatre TV sets ulti- 
mately to be operated by the eir- 
cuit. Larger cities will first get 
installations followed by all key- 
city situations. “Conceivably, we 


may put theatre television in every | 
one of our houses,” UP prexy said. | 


“Maybe we will confine it to every 
key city. By kinescoping the pro- 
grams, we could get them to the 


smaller houses in a matter of min- | 


utes.” 
When the four theatre TV sets 


(Continued on page 18) 


N.Y. Exhibs Balked 
By Stench-Bombers; 
No Union Trouble 


New York operators are still up 
a tree as to who might be stench- 
bombing their theatres in the 
wake of an onslaught of malodor- 
ous bombing throughout the metro- 
politan area. House managers in 
both the Broadway deluxers and 
nabe theatres are convinced that 
there have been too many occur- 
rences for the bomb-dumping to 
be written off to rowdyism but are 
at a loss as to who’s doing it and 
for what reasons. Two theatres 
in the Bronx and one in Newark 
received the treatment Monday 
(9), after five other houses were 
bombed in preceding two weeks. 

Managers questioned denied the 
existence of any labor trouble. 
Projectionists Local 306 has been 
negotiating with the indie and af- 
filiated circuits since September 
for a pay hike but the negotia- 
tions are now stalemated through 
inability of the two sides to reach 
a compromise. According to union’s 
prez, Herman Gelber, the union 
plans to continue negotiations and, 
if it can’t work out a settlement, 
will take its grievances to the pa- 
rent union. 

Consensus among the theatre 
Managers was voiced by Robert 
Weitman, managing director of the 
Broadway Paramount. He 0; ined 
that the bombings had happened 
too often to be mere coincidences 
but said the newspaper reports 
have had no adverse effects on the 
boxoffice. Theatres can take few 
precautionary steps against 
culprits but several have started 
making all patrons check packages 
before entering the theatre. 

Usual technique of the stench- 
tossers was to leave bottles con- 
taining obnoxious fluids under- 
Neath seats. Prior to Monday’s oc- 
Curences, the Broadway Strand 
and the Park Avenue had received 
the bombs Friday (6), and two 
Were placed in Radio City Music 
Hall last Wednesday (4). One was 
left in the Broadway Astor Christ- 
Mas Eve and in the Paramount 
New Year’s Eve. 





in the | 


| 
Trio of UP toppers announced | 


the | 


Circuit Maps 





| . 
| Quick Par Switch 
Phenomenally fast conver- 
sion of old Paramount com- 
mon stock into stock of the 
new _ production - distribution 
company and certificates of in- 
terest in United Paramount 
Theatres is reported by the 
Bank of New York & Fifth 
Avenue bank (one concern), 
trustee named by the Federal 
court to handle the transac- 
tion. In the one week since 
the two new companies started 
on their own, over 1,750,000 


| shares of Par common have 
been turned in for the new 
issues. 


Conversion, it was said, “is 
much faster than expected.” 
As for the exchange of certifi- 
cates of interest in UPT for 
common stock, no real activity 
has been yet generated. No 
volume is expected until 
March when the first UPT 
dividend falls due. Owners of 
Cl’s in UPT can only convert 
on proof that they have sold 
their production - distribution 
shares. Only half dividends 
are paid on UPT stock until 
the stockholder unloads his 
picture company interest. 


Kingsherg Fails 
To Reach Deal 











| 


On-again, off-again negotiations 
| between Malcolm Kingsberg, head 
of the RKO chain, and Walter 
| Reade for a settlement of their 
| partnership differences in 14 the- 


DIVORCE ME 





HOTTER RIVALRY 





With divorcement virtually ac- 
complished by Paramount and 
looming for the other major film | 


|companies, there is increased be- 





| their 


/major 


|tures. While only 20th-Fox is of- 


lief among industry execs, both 
in exhibition and distribution, that | 
one of its chief effects will be the | 
release of more top-quality pic- 


ficially on record as predicting a 
boost in the number of films of- | 
fered to the market, the fact that 
ali studios are starting off pro- | 
duction activities with more than | 
double the number of pictures | 
planned last January indicates | 
emphasis on building the! 
requisite backlog. 

General consensus among the | 
company sales managers | 


| was outlined recently by 20th sales | 


| both among theatres for top prod- 


veepee Andy W. Smith,: Jr., who 
pointed out that divorcement will 
automatically intensify competition | 


- 


SIMPP Awaits Decision by Arnall 


On Whether He l Run 


for Ga. Gov. 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 





Protocol on Spot 

Preview of “The Third Man” 
in New York last week called 
for the services of a striped- 
pants aide to chief Selznick 
flack Bob Gillham. Protocol 
for royalty, he had been told, 
called for the show to begin as 
soon as Their Majesties arrived 
and had taken their seats. 

Thus when ex-King Peter of 
Yugoslavia and his queen set- 
tled themselves to see the pic, 
Gillham found himself on the 
royal spot. The Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor hadn't ar- 
rived yet, and Gillham wasn’t 
sure which of the couples it 
would be protocol to slight. He 
finally compromised on a five- 
minute wait. Luckily it wasn’t 
longer, because the Windsors 
never did get there. 








}uct and among distribs for the 
| best playdates in each situation. 
| This, coupled with the fact that 


few pictures now enjoy a run of 
more than two weeks even in the 


| key cities, will necessarily create 


'a need for more releases. 


On Reade Split 


i'atres of the Trenton-New Bruns- | 


| wick chain have come a-cropper 
‘again. Talks seeking an avenue 
for an amicable breakup of joint 
holdings in the circuit have ended 
without reaching a solution. As a 
result, the Kingsberg-Reade dif- 
ferences appear to be heading for 
the courts. 

Reade, who trekked from Flor- 
ida several weeks ago for the re- 
newed confabs, has headed south 


again. Reportedly, a new deal fell 
through when a Chase National 
'Bank veepee, repping a minor 


stockholder in the circuit, refused 
to go along on any compromise 
which would permit RKO to fix a 
selling price for its 50% interest 
in excess of the stock’s book value. 
| Banker maintained that a clause 
in the partnership agreement, 
which fixes book value as the stock 
price of a selling pard, would be 
upheld by the courts. It has been 
RKO’s consistent claim that this 
clause is illegal. RKO must break 
up the partnership under the anti- 
trust consent decree signed last 
year with the Government. 

Reade previously had maintain- 
(ed that the book-value_ proviso 
came into effect in any negotia- 
tions for a sale of RKO’s interest. 
Circuit op. however, reportedly 
had softened his stand in renewing 
talks with Kinesberg. Undoubted- 
lv, he will now go ahead with his 
previously announced intention of 

(Continued on page 18) 





5 New Directors 
In Bow at Metro 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
| Five directors will make their 
bows at Metro ft year in keep- 
ing with the studio’s policy of 

using new talent in that field. 
Richard Brooks will direct his 
own screenplay, “Crisis.” Joseph 
Lewis’ first assignment is 
Gerald I‘ayer and Robert Pirosh 
will break in with two pictures 
still untitled. Charles Vidor, who 
recently moved over from Colum- 
bia, will make his Culver City 
idebut with “Running of the Tide.” 


aan 


; 


“wise, | 


As for | 
the smaller companies, a Colum- | 
bia spokesman noted his studio has | 
upped its production of A _ prod-! 
uct from four last year to 14 in 
1950, and indicated upcoming di- 
vorcement among the majors was 
one of the reasons behind the 
boost. 

Exhibitors’ feeling on the ques- 
tion was detailed this week by Al- 
lied States Exhibitors’ general 
counsel Abram F. Myers. In a state- 
ment to members of the Associat- 
ed Theatre Owners of Indiana, 
Myers lashed out at pre-divorce- 
ment practices which, he said, had 
“starved” the market. He _ ex- 
plained: “The producers fed their 
pictures to the affiliated prior-run 
theatres where, by extended runs 


(Continued on page 18) 
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0 TECHNI PIX IN ’50 
VIA EXPANSION MOVE 


A recently completed $3,500,000 
expansion program in Hollywood, 
along with improved facilities at 
its British plant, will enable Tech- 
nicolor, Inc. to boost its color- 
processing substantially in 1950, 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, the com- 
pany’s president and general man- 
ager, declared in New York yester- 
day (Tues.). Arriving on the 
Queen Mary after a three-month 
European trip, he said some 50 fea- 
tures are scheduled to be handled 
on the Coast this year, compared to 
45 in the last semester. 

British Technicolor, Kalmus dis- 
closed, will run between 10 and 15 
features through its plant in 1950 
as against six lest year. Demand 
for color films in both the U. S. 
and Britain continues brisk, he ob- 
served, and as a result the com- 
pany’s facilities in both countries 
are working at capacity. Firm has 
been considering the addition of a 
plant in either Paris or Rome. 

Before going to the Coast in a 
few days Kalmus will attend sev- 
eral company board meetings in 
New York to report on current af- 





fairs of the firm. Also returning 
with the exec was his wife, the 


former Eleanore’ King, beauty 
columnist for King Features Syndi- 
cate. Couple was wed last fall and 
the European junket in which they 
visited London, Paris and Rome 
was in the nature of a honeymoon. 

Other arrivals included actor 
Robert Cummings, back from a 
month’s European vacation; and 
several members of the British 
play, “The Cocktail Party,” which 
Gilbert Miller will present at 
Henry Miller's theatre, N. Y., Jan. 
21. They are Alec Guinness, Irene 
Worth and Grey Blake. 





Werker Accoladed 
Holiywood, Jan. 10. 
Screen Directors Guild has 
Ziven its quarterly directorial 
achievement award to Alfred Werk- 
er for “Lost Boundaries.” 
Film Classics releases. 


| mont 


Col. Simplifies 
Financing For 


de Rochemont 


Deal signed by Louis de Roche- 
with Columbia last week 
greatly simplifies the producer's 
problem in financing his pix. Col. 
made arrangements for production 
coin to be loaned him by Bankers 
Trust, N. Y., and itself is putting 
up completion guarantees. 

Under the setup, de Rochemont 
is committed to make a minimum 
of three films for Col. in the next 
three years and may make up 
three more during that period if 
he desires. He and the distrib 
share eqauly in the returns on the 
pix after costs have been recouped. 


Deal is understood to be similar 
in its financial aspects to that 
which prexy Harry Cohn has been 
negotiating with Edward Small on 
the Coast. Small would make a 
minimum of two and maximum of 
six in a two-year period. 

While the success of his “Lost 
Boundaries” makes bankrolling of 
his future production comparative- 
ly easy, de Rochemont had such 
difficulties in raising coin for 
“Boundaries” that he is understood 
to have welcomed the ease of fi- 
nancing that the Col. deal offered. 
It also has many other unusual as- 
pects in his favor, which influenced 
his accepting it from among a 
number of others offered. 

One thing he demanded and re- 
ceived is complete autonomy in 
choice of story, writers, cast and 
director. He has to submit his se- 
lections to Coij. for approval, but 
in the event that that is not forth- 


coming there is an arbitration ar- | 


rangement and an escape clause 
for the producer. 

Another unusual concession 
that budgets are to include 


(Continued on page 13) 


‘Cats,’ ‘Call Me Mister’ 
Combined at 20th 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

“CATS,” a story of the Civilian 
Actors Technician Service,” will 
be incorporated into “Call Me Mis- 
ter,” which Fred Kohlmar will pro- 
duce at Z0th-Fox, with Betty Gra- 
ble and Dan Dailey penciled in as 
the leads. 

Studio is sending a camera crew 
to Japan for Oriental backgrounds. 
Actual shooting will start in April. 


Autry’s Ist for ’50 
Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Gene Autry, currently galloping 
thataway on a personal appearance 
tour, will start his 1950 film pro- 
gram with “Blazing Sun,” based on 
a varn by Jack Townley. 

Autry’s contract with Columbia 


is 
no 








‘calls for six westerns this year. 


vv 


Whether the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
will be lookinug for a new presi- 
dent next summer remains a ques- 
tion mark. It hinges on the de- 
cision—which prexy Ellis G. Ar- 
nall says he hasn’t made yet—as 
to whether he'll run for election 
again as governor of Georgia. He 
served in that post from 1943 to 
1947. 

Arnall admitted here that he had 
asked Attorney General Eugene 
Cook of Georgia for an official 
opinion as to his eligibility to run 
this year. He said this week (1) 
that he has received no answer as 
yet from Cook; (2) that in any case 
he has come to no decision as to 
whether he'll toss his chapeau in 
the ring against present governor 
Herman Talmadge, and (3) that if 





| and when he does make a decision, 
| he will not be in a position to talk 


| about it for some time. 


| position candidates 


'which has 


Arnall, who joined the Society 
about a year ago, has proved high- 
ly popular with its members, who 
consider him to have been highly 
effective in their cause. He, in 
turn, has expressed to intimates 
considerable enthusiasm for his 
duties. Part of his effectiveness 





has been due to his continued po- 
litical associations in Washington, 
and, whether or not he actually 
runs for the governorshin of his 
home state, it is felt that the wide- 
spread publicity he is getting as a 
contender will enhance his value 
to SIMPP. It keeps him active in 
the political arena on a working 
level, which is known to have en- 
abled him to pull some wires for 
(Continued on page 13) 


3 Challenged Votes. 
| Mark SPG Win 
By 64-62 on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Screen Publicists Guild won 
NLRB bargaining election, 64-62, 
when ballots were counted Friday 
(6). 

Challenge of three votes may 
hold up bargaining certification for 
some time until Washington NLRB 
rules on disputed votes. Chal- 
lenged were two votes by Goldwyn 
flacks on ground Goldwyn is no 
longer a member of AMPP. Elec- 
tion was limited to major lots. 
Third ballot was that of flack at 
Paramount in supervisory capacity, 
with right to hire and fire. 

If Washington rules that the 
challenged ballots cannot be 
counted, SPG will proceed to ne- 
gotiate a contract with the majors. 
This is the second time SPG won 
over IA as bargaining agency for 
flacks. First NLRB election was 
held in ’46, covering all publicists, 
with Guild winning by 30 votes. 


Maitles In SPG Walkin 

Reelection of Sig Maitles, Metro 
flack, as prexy of the eastern 
Screen Publicists Guild in the 
guild’s annual elections of new of- 
ficers today (Wed.) has been as- 
sured by the absence of any op- 
in the race. 


Maurice Segal, of Paramount, is 

also slated for a walk-in with no 

rivals for the post of secretary. 
First vice-prexy post will be a 


wi 
va 
I 


three-way race among Harry Hoch- 


field, 20th-Fox publicist and in- 
cumbent: Lamar Baker, RKO, and 
Herb Steinberg, Paramount. -A 


contest for the second vice-presi- 
dency involves Seymour Roman, 
Columbia, and Fred Goldberg, 
Paramount. Leo Israel, 20th-Fox, 
will run against James Proccacini, 
for the treasurer’s post. 

New officers will face two major 
problems following their installa- 
tion later this month. First will 
be Selection of a new business 
agent to replace Len Goldsmith, 
who resigned several months ago. 
Second problem will be to define 
the union's attitude towards the 
parent union, the United Office & 
Professional Workers of America, 
been brought up on 
charges by the CIO of pro-Com- 


‘munist activities. 
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Holdovers Hobble L.A.; ‘Thelma’ Go 
$77,000: Iwo Jima’ Loud at $12,000, 
Town’ Tight 256, ‘General’ 366, 2d 


Los Angeles, Jan. 10. 


dampened ail 
and biz 


Weekend rain 
firstruns this session 
further was clipped by the usual 
post-holiday slump. Only three 
new bills are being launched this 
week with not much outstanding. 
“Thelma Jordon” shapes as top 
newcomer with good $27,000 in two 
Paramount theatres. 

“Without Honor,” in five situa- 
tions, is fairly nice $30,000 while 
“Free for All” and “Undertow” is 
mild $23,000 in same number of 
spots. First holdover round of 
“Inspector General” is very solid 
$35,000 in three houses. 

“On Town” looks sturdy $25,000 
in two sites, second round. “Sands 
Iwo Jima” looms big $12,00 second 
stanza on special run at Carthay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hiiis, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood, Forum Music Halls 
(Prin-Cor) (834, 902, 1,106, 512, 2,- 
100; 55-$1)—"‘Without Honor” (UA) 
and “Wolf Hunters” (Mono). 
Fairly nice $30,000. Last week, 
“Big Wheel” (UA) and “Red Des- 
ert” (Indie) (2d wk), $22,800, 

Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, 
Uptown, Wilshire ‘(FWC) (2,048; 2.- 


097; 1,248; 1,719; 2,296; 60-$1)—“‘12 
O’Clock High” (20th) (3d wk-5 


days). Mild $24,000. 
gocd $42,000. 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2.344; 60-$1)— 
“Inspector General” (WB) (2d wk). 
Nifty $36,000. Last week, $55,400. 
2.0ew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1,538; 60-$1)—‘‘On Town” ‘(M- 


Last week, 





G) (2d wk). Strong $25,000. Last 
week, smart $42,000. 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2.- 


812, 2,890; 50-$1)—“‘Holiday Affair” 
(RKO) and “Blondie’s Hero” (Col) 
(2d wk). Down to $13,500. Last 
week, nice $24,800. 

ios Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398, 1,451; 50-$1) 
—'‘‘Thelma Jordon” (Par) and “Call 


of Forest” (SG). Good $27,000. 
Last week, “Great Lover’ (Par) 
and “Golden Stallion” (Rep) (2d 


wk-9 days), big 328,500. 


Ritz, Globe, Studio City, Vogue, | 


Cuiver (FWC) (1,370, 799, 880, 885, 
1,145; 60-$1)—‘Free for All” ‘(U) 
and “Undertow” (U). Mild $23,000. 
Last week, “Bagdad” (U) 
“Hollywood Varieties’ (Indie) (2 
wk) (6 situations), good $18,000. 
United Artists (UA) )2,100; 50- 
$1)—‘‘Killers’ (U) and “Brute 
Force” (U) (reissues). 


000. Last week, ‘Foolish Heart’ 


(RKO) (2d wk-6 days), nice $8,000. | 


Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Foolish Heart” (RKO) (3d_ wk). 


Near $4,000. Last week, solid $6,- | 


500. 


Orpheum (D'town) (2,210; 50-95) | 
(Col) (2d run) with | 


—‘‘Bodyhold” 


vaude. Light $15,000. Last week, 


“Mary Ryan, Detective” (Col) (2d) 


run), with vaude headed by Weaver 
Bros. & Elviry, Arthur Lee Simp- 
kins, nifty $21,500. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- 
$1.50)—“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Big $12,000. Last week, 
terrific $17,600. 

Fine Arts (D’town) (679; 85-$1)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (7th wk). Near 
$3,000. Last week, $3,500. 





and | 


Modest $8,- | 
Estimates for This Week 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week $598,200 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $601,000 


Two Jima’ Indpls. 
Topper, Lofty 206 


Indianapolis, Jan. 10. 

New year impetus. continues 
strong at most firstruns here this 
week. “Sands of Iwo Jima” at 
Indiana is drawing top coin with 
sock session. “The Heiress” also 
is extra good at Circle. “On Town” 
is holding up well in extra four 
days at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 


(Based on 








65)\—“‘The Heiress” (Par). Dandy 
$12,000. Last week, “Prince of | 
Foxes” (20th), sock $16,000. 


Indiana (G-D) 
“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep). Sock $20.- 
000 or near. Last week, “Inspector 
General” (WB), $12,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427: 44-65)— 
“On Town” (M-G) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$8,000 in extra four “days after 
smash $17,000 in first week. 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) -- 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (m.o.). 
Oke $5,000. Last week, “Crooked 


Way” (UA) with Al Trace orch., 


others on stage, average $11,000 at | 


55-85c scale. 





‘Outlaw’ Wham $20,000, 
Denver; ‘General’ Gusty 


226, ‘Rib’ Trim 96, 3d 


Denver, Jan. 10. 

“The Outlaw” is the big news 
here this week, Jane Russell star- 
rer packing the Orpheum for sure 
holdover. “Inspector General” 
looks solid at three _ houses. 
“Adam’s Rib” is strong enough to 
win fourth week at Broadway. 
“Bagdad” is good in two spots. 

Aladdin (‘Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Bagdad” (U) and “Prison War- 
den” (Col), day-date with Tabor. 
Good $3,500. Last weck, “Free 
for All” (U) and “Masterminds’ 
(Mono), $2,500. 

Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
|74)—‘‘Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Big $9,000. Hold again. 
week, fine $10,000. 


—‘Great Lover” (Par) (3d wk). 
Sturdy $10,000 for Bob Hope com- 
edy. Last week, big $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Inspector General’ (WB) and 
“Tough Assignment” (Indie), 
date with Esquire, Webber. Fine 
| $17,000. Last week, “Prince of 
|Foxes” (20th) and “Holiday Ha- 
'vana” (Col), smash $24,000. 


(3.300; 44-65) —| 


Last | 
| Denham (Cockriil) (1,750: 35-70) | 


day- | 


‘Town’ $18,000, Hope Hot c 


12G Pace Mont’! H.O.’s 


Montreal, Jan. 10. 

Poor weather for skiers is help- 
ing to bula sock biz at ail first- 
runs currently. “On the Town” 
still is doing smash trade at Loew’s 
with “Prince of Foxes” also staying 
high on holdover at Capitol, sock 
$20,000 opener. “Great Lover” also 
shapes big in second at Palace for 
Bob Hope comedy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 

“On Town” (M-G) (2d wk). Fancy | 
$18.000 after smash $24,500 first 
week. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 34-60) —| 
“Prince Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). Fine | 
$15,000 following sock $20,000 | 
opener. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60) —' ~ 


“Great Lover” (Par) (2d wk). Still 
great at $12,000 after big first week 
at $16,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2.131: 
“Fighting Man” (20th). 
000. Last week, 
Laughing” (WB), $10,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26- mn| 
“Bagdad” (U) and “Strange Bar- 
gain” (U) (2d wk). Holding at $6,- 
000 after nice $7,500 first frame. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 26-45)— 
“Without Honor” (UA) and “Search 
for Danger” (UA). Fast $8,000. 
Last week, “Big Wheel’ (UA) and 
“Holiday Havanna” (UA), $5,500. 


‘Girl in Heart’-Vaude 
Fine $18,000 in K.C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 10. 
Combo of vaude, with 


34-60) — 
Fine $12,- 





Heart” 
news, 


at Orpheum is week’s big 
with nice round likely. 


Otherwise town is almost solidly | 


holdovers, these being generally 
good. “Lady 
Paramount only new straight film, 
and fairly good. “Sands of Iwo 
Jima” still is solid in holdover at 
one house after great take in three 
spots last week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820; 45- | 


| 65)—"Jungle Woman” (FC) and 
“Elephant Boy” (‘FC) (reissues). 
Average $3,500. Last week, “Sun 


Never Sets” (FC) and 
Sea” (FC) (reissues), same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 75-90)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (2d wk). 


set new house record for this scale 
at $4,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“On Town” (M-G) and “Chinatown 
Midnight” (Col) (2d wk-4 days). 
Holding well at $6,000. Last week, 


‘fat $16,000. 


“The Outlaw” 


ing $15,000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,847; 
55-65-85) —"‘Girl in My Heart” 
(Mono) with vaude headed by | 
Three Suns, on new policy try-out. | 
Fancy $18,000 looms. Last week, 


'“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk), 


okay $9,000 in 6 days at 75c top. | 


Paramount (Par) (1.900: 45-65)— 
“Pirates of Capri” 
| so-so $4,000 in final 6 days. 


“Lady Takes Sailor” (Par). Pleas- 

ant $11,000. Last week, “Great 

Lover” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 
Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 


_“Renegades” (Col) and “Despera- 


does” (Col) (reissues). Good $3,500. 
Last week, “Baby Makes Three” 
(Col) and “Big Fight” (Mono) (2d 
wk), ditto. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 45- 
65)—“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Stays on here alone, 
house being separated from. its 


| usual combination deal with Up- 








40-65) .— | 


“Leave Them | 






Three | 
Suns topping lineup and “Girl in | 


Takes Sailor” at) 


“Outlaw” 


“Fury of 


Con- | 
tinues strong at $3,500. Last week, | 


| wk). 


(RKO) (2d wk). Still | 


great at $10,000. Last week, rous- | $18.000 for Bob Hope comedy. | 





‘General’ Fat $24,000 in Det.; Dancing’ 


266, Iwo Jima’ Terrif $20,000 in 2d 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,661,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 212 


theatres, chiefly first runs, t™- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Tetal Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,890,000 
(Based on 22 cities and 227 
Theatres. ) 











Hope 186, ‘Outlaw 
206, 2d, Top D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 10. 

Holdovers are rule in town’s big 
houses in current session, with 
sole exceptions of “Great Lover” 
at Warner and “Facts of Love” at 
Trans-Lux. Biz is back to normal 
groove after smash holiday week. 
“Great Lover” looks very solid, at 
Warner. “Outlaw,” which had 


record-breaking opening at Keith’s 


last week, is still going great. 
“Facts of Love,” British comedy 
; at Trans-Lux, promises to build. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (2d wk) plus 
vaude. Sturdy $18,000 in final 
5 days. Moves early to permit re- 
turn to Thursday preems. Last 
week, hot $35,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
(RKO) (2d wk). Hottest 
thing in town with great $20,000, 


after all-time high of giant $30,000 
|for holiday week. 


Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
44-74)—“Inspector General” (WB) 
(m.o.). Only average $6,500. Last 
week, “Port New York” (EL), 
$6,000. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44- 


74),—‘‘Tell To Judge” 


week. 

Palace ‘Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“On Town” (M-G) (2d wk). Steady 
$11,000 in final 4 days. Last week, 
smash $26,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 55-90) 
—“All King’s Men” (Col) (7th 
Still terrific $8,500 after hot 
$9,000 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Great Lover’ (Par). Very solid 


|Last week, 
_(WB), 


“Inspector General,” 
big $19,000, but not up to 


| hopes considering holiday week- 


'end and crix raves. 


“Facts of Love” (Indie). Smooth 
$8,000 for this British comedy, and | 
shows signs of building. Last week, 
(EL) (2d wk), 





FOXES’ FAST $17,000, 
ST. LOO: HOPE 126, 2D 


St. Louis, Jan. 10. 
Biz on New Year’s Eve and the 
two days following saved the big 
cinemas here in current round be- 
cause the mercury dropped to near 
zero during a three-day rain, sleet 


(Col) 2d wk). | 
Slim $4,000 after nice $9,000 last 


|“Once More, My Darling” 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 
Biz is holding up good this 
| stanza, with newcomers “Dancin 


| in Dark” okay at the Fox and “Ip. 


spector General” solid at the Mich. 


igan. Holdovers of “Iwo Jima” at 
the Palms shapes great. “A)}) 
King’s Men” in third United Apt. 
ists session still is big. “On the 
Town” is off sharply in third 


Downtown round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000: 70-95). 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th) and 
“Chinatown at Midnight” (Co) 
Fairly good $26,000. Last week, 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk), 
big $32,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4. 
000; 70-95) — “Inspector General” 
(WB) and “Mary Ryan, Detective” 
(RKO). Solid $24,000. Last week, 
“Great Lover” (Par) and “Festival 
of Hits” (RKO) (3d wk), smash 
$21,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—“Iwe 
Jima” (Rep) (2d wk). Great $20.- 
000. Last week, terrific $28,000 

United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 
95)—"All King’s Men” (Col) and 
“Baby Makes Three” (Co!) (3d wk) 


Boff $16,000. Last week, huge 
$22.000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95)~ 
“Pirates of Capri” (EL) and “Sham- 
rock Hill” (FC). Slow $8,000. Last 
week, “Holiday Affair’ (RKO) and 


| ‘Riders of Range” (RKO) (2d wk), 


fine $15,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
Rare gy @ (U). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (2d wk), 
nice $11, 000. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- 
95)—"“On Town” (M-G) and “Black 
Midnight” (M-G) (3d wk). On 


skids to $6,000. Last week, 
$10,000 but below hopes. 


‘Outlaw’ Boffo $18,000, 
Prov. in 2d; ‘Town’ 376, 
Fine; ‘Heiress’ 196, 2d 


Providence, Jan. 10. 

Terrific biz is being registered 
by RKO Albee’s “The Outlaw” and 
State’s “On the Town,” both in 
second weeks. ‘Prince of Foxes” 
also is solid at Majestic. Week- 
end New Year holiday also gave 
stands chance to sell out two mid. 
night shows and land record New 
Year Eve total. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)—~ 
“The Outlaw” (RKO) and “Threat” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Still packing them 
in at solid $18,000. Colossal was 
the word for first week's biz with 


trim 





| i ; . wy; 90. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-80) __ | midnight shows boosting to $29, 


500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘Two 
| Yanks Trinidad” (Col) and vaude 
“onstage. Good $7,000. Last —— 
(U) ant 
vaude, nifty $9,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 

“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). 
| Very nice $12,000 after socko $18,- 
000 opener. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65)—“Trapped” (EL) and “Spring 
in Park Lane” (EL). Starts today 
(Tues.). Last week, “The Heiress” 
(Par) (2d wk), nice $19,000 in 8 


days. 
(3,200; 


State 44-65)— 
Starts Wednes- 


{Loew) 
“Malaya” (M-G). 














| 


Expet 
down fi 
if not ! 
tion 1S 
which 1 
second 
tariff a 
“Sands 
velt, lo 
second 
shapes 
Woods 

Amol 
Them I 
Ritz B 
should 
holdove 
Foxes” 
strong 
where — 
in firs 
by Peg; 
onstage 
doing | 
$12,000 

Est 

Chie: 
“Leave 
with 1] 
$55,000 
(Par) 
Sons a 
big $53 

Garr 
“Scarle 
Street” 
Last Vv 
(EL) (2 

Gran 
“Outla’ 
toward 
week, 1 

Orie 
—‘For 
Peggy 
toppin: 
erate | 
$54,006 

Pala 
“On = 
$12.00 

Roo: 
“Sands 
Sock | 
$33 00 

Selv 

2.40) 
wki. 
fast $f 

Stat 
—'Pri 
Staun 
smash 

Sur 
“Falle 
Trim 

Uni 
98 — 

and * 
Mild 
dan” 

Wo 

“Insp 

Still | 
huge 

Wo 

Is Sy 

factor 


Hop 
E 


° Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“In- town and Fairway; strong $7,000. day (11). ‘ } “ Town” 

Snow Sloughs Seattle; 'spector General” (WB) and “Tough Last week, film playing three- and ye ye worst of (M-G) py Aol ty ae. ‘ 
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Icy streets Ph acon ‘aie day Havana (Col), big $5,500. Foxes” (20th) (m.o.). Here in these | Battleground.” cha eee Lover” (Par) (2d aah good $9,000 ec c. 
to rugged weather New Year's and Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— two houses following two weeks wham total last week till fs lead with additional $1,700 for Sunday Para 
is cutting into biz current! “Outlaw” (RKO) and “Threat” at Orpheum. Strong $9,000. Last | ; : chen sgl Bion AE shap 
i Y; (RKO). Terriffe $20,000 or over. w ir was led wi er |in& field at Loew's. “Prince of “Mal 

Despite this Sands of Iwo Jima c ; week, pair was coupled with Tower Foxes” shapes as best ne : | ; 
looks smash on second Paramount | #0!ds._ Last week, “Holiday Af- day-date for sock week on “Iwo the gt. Leaks. “Great Lover” ten ks | . 7 
round. “Inspector General” also is | (Continued on page 18) | Jima.” fine on initial holdover Sone a ‘Bride’ Bi 12:6 Cleve : sani 
big on second frame at Orpheum. | ' Ambassador. ig 2M 4 hold 
Estimates for This Week | Estimates for This Week ' ? 1 Cent 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 59- 16 ? > ° . 4 | Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-| Battleground 156 i 3d 

84)\—“‘Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB) | oxes alicy in Icy own 75)—"Great Lover” (Par) (2d wk) Cleveland, Jan. 10 B 
and “Dalton Gang” (SG) (3d wk). | ; ; and “Holiday Affair” (RKO), Fine , Strong post-holiday showing is “Ma 
ined $3,000. giast week, a... P - ; $12 aa for Bob Hope comedy. Last vane made by ca on oy ee bette 
oliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- | wee angerous Profession” elress’” opene aturday (7! a AT. 
84) — “Great Lover” (Par) and | Tuneful 136 Heiress 126 Both Md (RKO), solid $14,000. State but does not look solid. a 
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Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349: Downtown trade is snapping $13,000 in wake of great $23,000 (YU) with vaude big $23,000. Stillman, “Prince of Foxes,” also “Gre 
59-84)—“Prince of Foxes” (20th) back to normal after generally preem. | Loew’s (I aia q <n third, at Allen and “Inspector In 1 
and “Bodyhold” (Col) (3d wk). lush holiday grosses. ‘Prince of Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— | op ttlegr ‘<” wi 0-75) — General” at Hipp, second round, Ci 
Fine $5,500 in 5 days. Last week, Foxes” is topping town this round “Bagdad” (U) (2d wk). Oke $6,- Still a a — 3) (2d wk). are all big. spec 
sweet $9,000. /with fancy take at Albee. “Lady 000 after nifty $11,000 bow. $30 000 first ame after terrific | Estimates for This Week 000 

Liberty (Hamrick) ‘1,650; 59-84) Takes Sailor,” only other new bill, Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) | °°) 00 MS! Sanda. | Allen (Warners) (3.000: 55-70) — of 
—‘“King’s Men” (Col) and “Girls is fairish at Palace. “On the “Heiress” (Par) (2d wk). Hefty Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— “Prince of Foxes” (20th) (3d wk- $11, 
School” (Col) (3d wk). Big $8,000. Town” and “Heiress” are fronting $12, 000 on heels of whopper $16,- ; “Inspector General” (WB) and 4 days). Smart $8,000 following L 
Last week, $7,800. a string of strong holdovers. 500 opening round. | “Sky Liner” (SG) (2d wk). Down $14 000 last week. “We 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59- Estimates for This Week | Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— | to $11,500 after great $18,000 ini- " Esquire (Community) (704; 60- 000 
84)—-Pirates of Capri’ (EL) and) Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— “Lady Takes Sailor” (WB). Fair- tial session. $1)\—"Jolson Sings Again’ (Col) Lup 
“Fabulous Joe’ (Indie). Solid | “Prince of Foxes” (20th). Slick ish $10,000. Last week, “Holiday St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— (11th wk). Down to $3.000 after to : 
$5,000. Last week, “Holiday Af- $16,000 or near. Last week, “Siren Affair’ (RKO), $11,000. “Prince of Foxes” (20th) and $4,000 last folio. Ends run Jan. : 
fair’ (RKO) and “Red Desert” of Atlantis’ (UA) and vaude topped Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— ‘Mary Ryan, Detective” (Col). 19. . C 
(Indie) (2d wk), $2,500 in 6 days.| by Johnny Burke and Beebe’s “Red Shoes” (EL) (m.o.) (2d wk). Socko $17,000. Last week, “Holi- Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 0)- 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- Bears, at 55-85c scale, big $28,000. Nice $4.500 following sturdy $7,- day Affair” (RKO) snd “Gallant “Inspector General’ (WB) (2d wk- Stil 
(Continued on page 18) |} Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 500 last week. | Bess” (EL), $13,000. ' (Continued on page 18) $22, 
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(hi Tapers Off; Laughing’-Ritz Bros. 
Neat $55,000; ‘Qutlaw’ 28G, ‘Iwo Jima’ 
4G, ‘General’ 25G, All Wham in 2d 





Chicago, Jan. 10. + 
a a 
nected post-New Year let ° 
ya Chi houses doing okay | Estimates Are Net 
ret inspiring biz. Chief excep- | Film gross estimates as re- 
he is “The Outlaw” at Grand,; ported herewith from the vari- 


s . soti 6 ; its | 
ich is sensational $28,000 in i 
jee week despite upped $1.20 | 
tariff at night, highest in town. 
“Sands of Iwo Jima,” at Roose-| 
velt, looks sock $19,000 or over in | 
second week. “Inspector General 
shapes great $25,000 in second 
Woods round. 

Among the newcomers, “Leave 
Them Laughing,” bolstered by the 


Ritz Bros. onstage at Chicago, 
should do fine $55,000. Another 


holdover, State-Lake’s “Prince of 
Foxes” in second week, still is 
strong at $22,000. The Oriental, 
where “That Forsyte Woman, also 
in first week holdover, backed 
by Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald 
onstage, looks fair $35,000. Also 
doing okay is “On Town,” with 
$12,000 at Palace on second frame 


Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,400; 50-98)— 


“Leave Them Laughing” - (WB) 
with Ritz Bros. onstage. Neat 
$55,000. Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par) with Sonny Tufts, Three 


Sons and Harvey Stone (2d wk), ! 
big $53.000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)-- 
“Scarlet Street” (U) and “Back 
Street” (U) (reissue). Dim $5,000. 
Last week, “Port of New York” 
(EL) (2d wk), okay $7,000. | 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-$1.20)— | 
“Outlaw” (RKO) (2d wk). Building 
toward sensational $28,000. Last 
week, wham $44,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) | 
—‘Forsyte Woman” (M-G) with 
Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald | 
topping stage show (2d wk). Mod- 


erate $35,000. Last week, fancy 
$54,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 


“On Town” (M-G’ (2d wk). Tidy 
$12.000. Last week, great $24,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Sock $24,000. Last week, terrific 
$33 000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) 
$2.40) —“‘Red Shoes” 
wki. Okay $4,500. 
fast $8,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-98) | 
—‘‘Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Staunch with $22,000. Last week, | 
smash $42,000. 

Surf (Balabans) (650; 65-85)— 
“Fallen Idol” . (SRO) (8th wk). 
Trim $3,500. Last week, $4,500. | 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98'—“Traveling Saleswoman” (Col) 
and “Once More, My Darling” (U). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Neva- 
dan” (Col), $11,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Inspector General” (WB) (2d wk). 
Still great at $25,000. Last week, 
huge $37,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Fame 
Is Spur” (Indie) (3d wk).  Satis- 
factory $4,500. Last week, $4,500. 


Hope Hefty $25,000 In 


(1,000; $1.20- 
(EL) (56th 
Last week, 





tion 
several weeks. 


Buff; ‘General’ Hep 166 


Buffalo, Jan. 10. 
Biz is holding up very well here 
n view of snow over 
ed smash takings in 10 days at 
Paramount. “Inspector General” 
Shapes faney at Center while 
“Malaya” is nice at Buffalo. “Wom- 
an in Hiding” is in for big session 
at Lafayette where plugged as 
world preem. “The Outlaw” is 
holding up very stoutly in second 


Century round after huge opener. | 
: : us ; |“Great Lover” 


Fstimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Malaya” (M-G). Nice $15,000 or 
better. Last week, 
(M-G), smash $23,500. 
} Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70) — 
‘Jolson Sings Again” 
Opened today (Tues.). Last. week, 
“Great Lover” (Par), sock $25,000 
in 10 days, 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70—‘“In- 
Spector General” (WB). Fancy $16,- 
000 or better. Last week, “Prince 
of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk), solid 
$11,000. 

3 Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 

Woman In Hiding” (U). Big $14,- 
900 or close on preem for -this Ida 
Lupino starrer. Last week, “Tell 
to Judge” (Col), $10,500. 

Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 

0—"Outlaw” (RKO) (2d. wk). 


Still strong at $11,000 after huge 
$22,000 pire ag , . 


weekend. | 
Bob Hope's “Great Lover” collect- | 


ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic 
prices, however, 
include the U. 
tax. 


admission 
as indicated, 
S. amusement 








“Outlaw Russell 


Wow 506, Hub 2d 


Boston, Jan. 10. 
With the exception of “‘The Out- 


'law” which is still dragging them 


in at the Boston in second week, 
remainder of city has settled down 


to an average session. Personal 
appearance of Jane Russell in 
conjunction with pic came with- 


in $1,000 of breaking house all- 
time record the first week. Com- 
bo set new high Yor one - day 
receipts drawing a smash 
000 on Sunday (1). Others hold- 
ing over and shaping solid are 
“Great Lover” at Paramount and 
Fenway and “On Town” in four 
day h.o. 
“Prince of Foxes” 
at Astor looks nice. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (3d wk). 
Holding nicely at $18,000. Last 


in third week 


| week, $21,000. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 74-$1.10)— 


| “The Outlaw” (RKO) plus p.a. of 


Jane Russell with sitageshow. Way 
out in front for second week with 
sock $50,000 looming after gigantic 
$70,000 in first, very close to all- 
time house record. 
Fenway (NFT) (1,373; 
“Great Lover” (Par) and 
(Continued on page 18) 


‘Outlaw’ Sultry $10,000, 
‘Lover’ Tall 146, Mpls., 
Both H.0.; ‘Foxes’ 146 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 
Phenomenal grosses are being 
racked up by “Great Lover’ and 
“The Outlaw.” 
is bringing in sock biz. 
are in their 





All three 
second weeks after 


| sensational initial holiday stanzas. | 


Even near-blizzards, _15-below-zero 
temperatures and_ icy 


Biggest important newcomer is | 
i*Prince of Foxes.” Dick Contino | 
unit opens Thursday (12) at RKO- | 


Orpheum to provide first combina- 
flesh-film presentation § in 
“Samson and Deli- 
lah” roadshow date opens Jan. 19 
at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Without Honor’ (UA). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Dancing in 
Dark” (20th) (2d wk), $4.600. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Lady 
Takes Sailor’ (WB) (m.o.). Mod- 
erate $4,500. Last week, “Duck 
Soup” (Par) and “Animal Crack- 
ers” (Par) (reissues) (2d wk), okay 
$4,500. 

Pix Corwin) 300; 50-70'\—*Quar- 
tet’ (EL) (3d wk), Fine $2,000 
likely. Last week, $2,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
(Par). Bob Hope 


/winds them around his finger here. 


“On Town”, 


(Col). | 


| 
| 





Hefty $14,000 after smash $20,000 
first week. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 


'70) — “Leave Them Laughing” 
(WB). Good $11,000, with highly 
favorable word-of-mouth helping. 
Last week. “Bagdad” (U), fine 


$12,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO: (1.600; 50-70)— 
“The Outlaw’ (RKO) (2d wk). Evi- 
dence of what effective all-around 


showmanship can do for a pic. 
Still very good at $10,000 after 
enormous $18,000 first week. 


Giant takings for this spot. Played 
here in two other houses three 
years ago. 

State (Par) (2,300; 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th). Giant 
$17,000. pet ee “Lady Takes 

ilor’’ (WB), $9,000. 

Se vorld (Mann) (400; 50-90) — 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO). Sock $5,000 
after mighty $6,000 first week, 


$14,- | 


at State and Orpheum. | 


40-85) — | 
“Radar | 


“Fallen Idol” also | 


thorough- | 
fares haven't been able to get the | 
boxoffice down in these instances. | 


50-70)— | 


r} . 9 e - © 

Pinky’ Big in Memphis 

' Memphis, Jan. 10. 
“Pinky,” 20th-Fox’s anti-Negro 
discrimination picture, opened to 
sock business over the weekend 
in this stronghold of southern 
censorship. Film preemed_ at 
Loew’s Palace Saturday (7) with 
$3,800 and broke the house record 
Sunday, drawing $4,100. Boxoffice 
| scales were not upped but the thea- 





Holdovers Flood Healthy Broadway; 


‘Samson’ Strong 1256 in 2 Theatres, 
Town’ 1206, ‘Rib’-Vaude Of to 436 





tre is opening each day at 8:30 a.m. 

Print being used is the same as 
that passed by the Atlanta censor | 
board, in which 50 feet were’ 
scissored. 


‘On Town Torrid 





With Broadway nearly 100%, 
holdover and the expected letdown | 
after the two previous booming 
weeks materializing, firstruns cur- 
rently are off sharply as compared 
with Christmas and New Year’s 
sessions. Despite this, business 
continues healthy. After addition- 
al records were toppled in New 
Year’s stanza, changeable weather 





$78,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 10. 
_ Despite cold and holdovers, biz 
is shaping up fairly good here 
currently. “On the Town,” which | 
rated sock reviews, is reflecting it | 





| with terrific session at Warfield 
this week. “All King’s Men” is 
doing very strongly on_ initial ; 


holdover stanza at Orpheum after 
big opener. “Lady Takes Sailor” 
| looks fine at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
85)—“Holiday Affair’ (RKO) and 
“Black Shadows” (EL) (2d° wk). | 
Good $7,000 in 4 days. Last week, 
fine $18,000. 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—! 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fairly nice $16,500. Last week, 
big $34,000. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656: 60-85) 
—‘On Town” (M-G). Topping | 


town at sock $28,000. Last week, 
“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (2d wk), nice 
| $15,000. 

Clay (Roesner) 
“Devil in Flesh” 
Built to $4,300. 
| $4,100. | 
| Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— | 
' “Devil in Flesh” (Indie) (2d wk). 
| Great $4,000. Last week, about 
same, 
| Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85)— 
|\“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) and 
| ‘Unexpected Guest” (UA). Fine 
| $18,000. Last week, “Great Lov- 
er” (Par) and “Tough Assign- 
ment” (Lippert) (2d wk), wham 
$14,000. 
| §t. Francis (Par) 
—‘‘Hasty Heart” 


(400; 65-85)—' 
(Indie) (2d wk. | 
Last week, hefty | 
| 


(1,400: 60-85) 
(WB) (2d wk). 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- 
| 85)—“All King’s Men” (Col) and 
| “Blondie’s Hero” (Col). Solid $18,- 
| 000. Last week, smash $26,000. 

|} United Artists (No. Coast) (1- 
| 207; 55-85)—“Kiss for Corliss” 
(UA). Mild $6,000 or less. Last 
week. “Big Wheel” (UA) (2d wk), 
$6,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Roesner) 
| (85-$1)—“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (2d 
wk). Still big at $7,000 or near. 
Last week, $7,200. 


‘Heart’ Nice $17,500 In 
Pitt; ‘Iwo Jima’ Smash 


126, ‘Foxes’ 146 in H.0.s 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 
Biz all over city tapering off 
considerably after big holiday 


| 
| 





week although holdovers of “Sands | 


of Iwo Jima” at Fulton and “Prince 
of Foxes” are holding up very 
stoutly. Lone new film is “‘Hasty 
Heart” at Stanley, which is okay 
but not strong enough to stay 13 
days. “Iwo Jima” hit next to rec- 
ord biz done at Fulton by ‘The 
| Outlaw” some time ago. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 45-80)— 
“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) (2d wk). 
War pic banging out better than 
$12,000 on h.o., smash Looks 
sure to stick around. Last week, 
wham $22,000, bettering everything 
at house with single exception of 
“The Outlaw” (RKO). 

Harris (Harris) (2.200; 45-80)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). 
Sugary notices and marquee do- 
ing trick, with okay $14,000 this 
week after big $23,000 opener 


Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 45-80)—“On | 


Town” (M-G). Only musical in 
downtown and cashing in on it. 
Gets only 5 days on second ses- 
sion but nice $13,000. Last week, 
bristling $26,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Hasty Heart” (WB). Big cam- 


paign helping this to fine $17,500. 
Doubtful if that will be enough 
to get it hoped-for run here. Last 
week, “Inspector General” (WB), 
$19,500, but a bit disappointing 
considering holiday and big stir 
| Danny Kaye created here on per- 
sonal several months ago. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) —“In- 
spector General” (WB) (m.o.). A 
| bit over average at $8,500. Last 
‘week, “Holiday Affair” (RKO), 
never caught on despite crix 
| praise, $8,000. 


Great $12,000 after $14,000 opener. | 


accentuated the expected down- 
beat. First spring-like tempera- 
ture prior to Friday of last week 
hurt, then bitter cold last Satur- 


| day-Sunday cut in and, finally, rain 
| yesterday 


(Tues.) contributed to 
the sagging trade. 

Three records were hung up last 
week—by the Paramount, Music 
Hall and Mayfair. The Hall, with 


“On the Town” and _ stageshow, 
soared to an all-time high of 
$177,00 in fourth week, a mark 


that likely will not be topped for 
a long time at present admission 
scale. Music Hall is down to $120,- 
000 in current (5th) week but still 
big for this stage of run. The 
New Year's Eve crowd, with higher 
scale, undoubtedly contributed to 
the record but business continued 


astonishingly strong until last 
Monday (9). 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” roared 


| ahead to $64,000 in first week plus 


one night at the Mayfair. highest 
at house since “Gentleman’s 
Agreement,” which made the all- 
time high in mid-November, 1947. 
“Agreement” got $2.40 top over 
weekends and higher scale all 
along the line. “Iwo Jima” | 
played to the greatest number of 
people ever at the Mayfair in this 
first session. It is holding in great 
style with around $51,000 in sec- | 
ond frame. | 

“Samson and Delilah,” with Russ 
Case band heading stage bill, went 
to $125,000 in second week at Par- 
amount, biggest second round at 
the Par flagship. Cecil B. DeMille 
opus is down with the others but 
still smash with $85:000 in third 
stanza. It is doing $40,000, very 
big, in third Rivoli frame. “Sam- 
son” winds up with fourth week at 


Par, as originally planned, but 
continues at Riv. 
“Inspector General,” with 


Vaughn Monroe band and revue, 
which was sock $71,000 in first 
week at Strand, is down to $40,000 
in initial holdover round. ‘Prince 
of Foxes,” with Vic Damone top- 
/ping stageshow, held to smash 
| $115,000 in second session at Roxy 
but is off to $60,000 this week. 

“Adam’s Rib,” with Eddy Duchin 
_band, Tony and Sally De Marco, | 
| Mitzi Green on stage, looks to sag 
'to about $43,000 in third week at 
Capitol after fancy $65,000 for 
|; second. Combo was great in open- 
ing round. 
| “Battleground” continues strong- 
\ly with $33,000 or a bit under this 
(9th) week at Astor after great $38,- 
000 for eighth stanza. ‘All King’s 
Men” is down to $22,000 in ninth 
week at Victoria, still remarkably 
strong after smash $30,000 for 
eighth round. Pic picked up with 
N. Y. Film Critie’s award, with 
opening of “Third Man” set back 
to Feb. 1. 

“Tight Little Island’ wound up 
second frame in terrific style at 


$14,200 in Trans-Lux 60th St. 
Opening week was $14,800, un- 


heard of biz for this bandbox house. 
Another newcomer, “Flying Sau- 
'cers,” is getting only one week at 
the Rialto with modest $7,500. 

Batch of new product comes in 
during the next seven days. Roxy 
opens “Whiripool,” with Andy Rus- 
sell and Copacabana Revue, next 
Friday (13). “South Sea Sinner” 
goes into Criterion on Saturday 
(14). On same day, the Globe 
brings in “Red Light.” Paramount 
launches “Thelma Jordon” with 
Jerry Wald band, Jean Carroil, 
Bill Lawrence on Jan. 18. 

Estimates tor This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—“Battleground” (M-G) (9th wk). 
Off with other Broadway houses 
but still big at $32,000 or near. 
Last week, taking in New Year’s 
hit resounding $38,000, one of big- 
ger weeks of run. Continues on 
indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (64th 
wk). Present session ending Thurs- 
day (12) is off to $9,500 after smash 
$13,800 in 63d stanza, which in- 
cluded extra matinees. Stays on 

Capitol (Loew's! (4.820; 80-$1.50) 
-—‘Adam’s Rib” (M-G) with Eddy 
Duchin orch, Tony & Sally De 
Marco, Mitzi Green topping stage 
bill (3d wk). Current frame ending 
next Saturday (14) looks to sag to 
$43,000 after second round dipped 
isharply to $65,000. Holding over 


three extra days in fourth week to 
open “Ambush” (M-G) with Ink 
Spots, Bobby Sherwood orch on 
Jan. 18. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 59-$1.75) 
—‘Bagdad” (U) (3d-final wk). 
Down to okay $12,000 in last 8 
days after second round's fine $17,- 
000. “South Sea Sinner” (U) 
opens Saturday (14). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘“Pirates of Capri” (EL) (3d-final 
wk). Off to $9,500 in current week 
after $17,000 for second. “Red 
Light” (UA) opens Saturday (14). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—“‘Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Holding remarkably 
socko at $51,000 after terrific $64,- 
000 opening week which included 


preem shows Friday (30) night. 
Initial session’s total is biggest 
here since “Gentleman’s Agree- 


ment” (20th). “Iwo Jima” played 
to highest number of people in his- 
tory of house in first seven days. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Traveling Saleswoman” (Col) with 


vaude. Heading for nice $21,000. 
Last week, “Reckless Moment” 
(Col) and vaude, taking in New 


Year’s biz, soared to great $27,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 90- 
$1.80)—‘‘Samson and _ Delilah” 
(Par) with Russ Case orch heading 
stageshow (3d wk). Third round 
ending today (Wed.) is down 
from two previous record-breaking 
weeks but still very big at $85,000. 
Stays fourth week, as planned, with 
“Thelma Jordon” (Par) plus Jerry 
Wald orch, Jean Carroll, Bill Law- 
rence onstage opening Jan. 18, 
Second week at $125,000 was new 
all-time high for second week at 
Par flagship after $131,000, new 
record on first. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Rugged ©O’Riordan” (U). 
Not getting any place, with about 
$3,500 likely in first week ending 
today (Wed.). Holds. In ahead, 
“Hamlet” (U) (66th wk), big $7,000 
including New Year's Eve. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “On 
Town” (M-G) with stageshow (5th 
wk). Current week likely will 
taper off abruptly from recent rec- 
ord sessions, with $120,000, still 
sock for a fifth round. Fourth week 
soared to all-iime record for Hall 
at $177,000 after having hit new 
high in previous week with $172,- 
000. Goes sixth, with “My Fool- 
ish Heart” (RKO) starting on Jan. 
19. “Nativity” pageant was lifted 
from Xmas stageshow with present 
week. 


Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Tension” (M-G). Opens today 


(Wed.). In ahead, “Flying Saucers” 
(FC) landed only $7,500 and stayed 
single week. “Give Us This Day” 
(EL) (2d wk), fell to $6,000 and 
went out. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90-$1.80) 
—‘‘Samson and Delilah” (Par) (3d 
wk). Slipping to $40,000 but still 
very strong, and continues. Second 
frame was sock $58,000, not far 
from opening week. In for run, 
and undoubtedly will pick up after 
date at Par is ended. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) with Vic 
Damone topping stage bill (3d-final 
wk). Also way off with others on 
Broadway with $60,000 probable, 
passable. Second was $115,000, still 
very sock though off from great 
opening round. “Whirlpool” (20th) 
with Andy Russell, Della Russell, 
Copacabana Revue onstage, opens 
Friday (13). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“East Side, West Side” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Down to $19,000 after sturdy 
$33,506 in second week. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)—‘In- 
spector General” (WB) with Vaughn 
Monroe orch (2d wk). Falling way 
behind first session with fair $40,- 
000 likely this stanza after great 
$71,000 opener, one of big recent 
weeks here in recent months. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (‘9th wk). 
Eighth week ended Monday (9) was 
way off to $9,000 after rousing $13,- 
000 for seventh session. Continues. 

Victoria ‘City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)\—“All King’s Men” (Col) 
(10th wk). Ninth frame ended Mon- 
day (9) held up in splendid styie 
with $22,000 after sock $30,000 for 
eighth week, taking in New Year's. 
Picture built in remarkable man- 
ner after N. Y. Film Critics named 
it best film of 1949. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (‘T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—“Tight Little Island” (U) 
(3d wk). Second week ending last 
Saturday (7) held in sensational 
stvle at $14,200 after terrific $14- 
800 opener. Stays on indef. Last 
Sunday (8) was bigger than two 
previous Sundays. 
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Entertainments Tax Is Issue As 


Films Council Mulls 2 Brit. Reports 


.S 





London, Jan. 10. 

Next Tuesday (17) the Films 
Souncil meets to consider the two 
government reports recently pub- 
lished on the film industry and to 
make recommendations to Board 
of Trade prez Harold Wilson to 
help him in formulating his policy 
announcement expected in Farlia- 
ment next month. 

Already the Gater report on pro- 
duction not taken very 
seriously, as the industry has insti- 
tuted its own remedies long before 
it was published. There how- 
ever, considerable interest in the 
aisat egg recommended in the ex- 

austive Plant inquiry into exhibi- 
tion and distribution prohlems. 

With the industry plugging for 
entertainments tax relief with 
marked unanimity, the rebuff ad- 


costs is 


1S, 


ministered in the pre-Christmas 
parliamentary debate by Wilson is 
softened only by the recommenda- 
tion in the Plant analysis that} 
there should be some relief, at 


least so far as British production 
is concerned. The other major 
recommendation on .compéetitive 
bids is regarded as impracticable, 
although it is being examined 
closely by top level experts,in the 
major circuits. 

For the time being, the British 
industry is concentrating its ener- 


gy on the entertainments tax cam- | 


paign and is letting the other 
pressing question of quota pursue 
a natural course. On this latter 
issue there appears to be little 
doubt that there will be substan- 


tial relief for the next annual 
period. : 
In production circles particu- 


larly, the view is held that unless 
there is a substantial measure of 
aid from the tax to the studios, pro- 


grams and budgets will have to be | 


sliced considerably, thus affecting 
boxoffice revenue and the ultimate 
prestige of British pix, whose post- 


war upward trend has suffered dur- | 


ing the past 12 months. 
Such a development, it is felt, 


would have an all-round bad affect | 
would ad- | 


on the industry and 
versely hit American as well as 
British product by failing to stimu- 
late public interest in motion pic- 
tures. 


ITALO PIX PRODUCTION 





NOW AT STANDSTILL 


Rome, Jan. 3. 

Motion picture studios here are 
almost at a standstill on actual pro- 
duction. Some work a few hours 
a day in the technical departments; 
the dubbing studios also very quiet 
until later in the month. 

The only foreign pix production 
actually working now is the British- 
Italian combination making “The 
Eagle and the Lamb,” sometimes 
called ‘Duel in Venice.” This one 
stars Richard Greene and Valentina 
Cortese, directed by Sidney Sal- 
kow, using Scalera Studios facili- 
ties. Company is now shooting out- 
door scenes at nearby Lake Bran- 
ciano. There are about three 
weeks’ more work in Italy, before 
the finishing touches, which will be 
done in London. 

Cine-Citta is quiet, waiting for 
the “Quo Vadis” outfit to take over 
the offices and lots awaiting them. 


Arg. Launches Drive For 





More Music Played in U.S. 


A campaign to win more per- 
formances in the U. S. for Argen- 
tine music is being launched for 
the first time by the Sociedad Ar- 
gentina de Autores Y Composi- 


tores de Musica ‘SADAAC), Argen- |, 


tine performing rights 
tion. Affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, SADAAC has 
named producer-writer Tito Mar- 
tinez Delbox as special goodwill 
emissary to America to show the 
Yanks the “real” tango. 
Delbox, who arrived 
York recently, said that 
tina pays considerably 
ASCAP for the 


organiza- 


in New 
Argen- 
more 
use of American 


music than ASCAP collects in the | 


U. S. for performances of Argen- 
tine melodies. In an effort to strike 
a more even balance 
wider programming of SADAAC 
compositions, he'll contact band- 
leaders, disk jockeys, music pub- 
lishers and film companies. 
200 recordings of Argentine tunes, 
which he brought with him,, will 
aid the rep in his mission. 


to | 


through | 


Some | 


vv 


Cornfield Vice Harley 
For 20th-Fox in Europe 
Paris, Jan. 10. 
Albert Cornfield has assumed 
the post of continental manager 
for 20th-Fox, replacing Francis 
(Bob) Harley, who is going to 
Rome for a 10-day stay before 
heading to New York. 
Cornfield’s appointment was an- 


nounced several weeks ago The 
exiting Harley was feted with a 
farewell iuncheon which was at- 


tended by U. S. Ambassador David 
Bruce as well as by a flock of film 
notables. 





Postwar German Films 
| Have Shown Trend To 
| The Democratic Way 


Jan. 3. 


Munich, 
The new postwar German film 
has shown an encouraging tend- 
ency in the democratic direction, 
but it is hard to predict what the 
future trend will be, Carl Winston, 
chief of Information Services Divi- 
sion’s Motion Picture Branch, said. 
Producers, until late this year, 
were licensed by the three military 
governments and worked under 
their control. Since the proclama- 
tion of the occupation statute, this 
is no longer the case and the way 
is open for pre-war and former 
Nazi producers — most of whom 
were formerly refused licenses— 
to get back into the business. 
| Seven major producers have 
lemerged since 1945. Real Film 
(Hamburg) has produced 10 films, 
(Hamburg and Mu- 
Junge Film Union 
eight, Comedia Film 
(Wiesbaden and Munich) eight, 
|CCC-Film (Berlin) five, Cordial 
‘Film (Berlin) five and Neue 
Deutsche’ Filmgesellschaft (Mu- 
nich) four, since the war’s end. 
Along with these are such com- 
panies as Objektiv Film, Witt 
Film, Bavaria Film, Klagemann 


{Camera Film 
nich) nine, 
| (Hamburg) 


Munich—who have only produced 
one or two films to date, but have 
a promising production schedule 
for the coming year. 


on the whole there has been no 
sign of neo-Fascism or any other 


man film industry during the pe- 
riod of military government con- 
trol. He added that it is felt that 


mission, contains safeguards that 
in German films in the future. 


zones, with 67 made in 1949, 17 in 


ally the Soviet-licensed DEFA pro- 
|duced 15 films in 1949, seven in 
| 1948 and seven in 1946-47. 





Par Looks to Reopen 
Own Holland Operation 


Paris, Jan. 10. 
Paramount plans shortly to re- 


following expiration of a one-year 
franchise to that territory granted 
‘to the Film Trust Co. Original deal 
| was made because it brought a 


| chunk of dollars to the major. No 





undesirable tendency in the Ger- | 


open its own operations in Holland | 


Italo-Swede Pix Pact 


Genoa, Jan. 3. 


A new commercial agreement 
has been signed between Sweden 
and lIialy, which among other 
things calls for a free exchange of 
films between the two countries, 








and sets a compromise lire-crown | 
' exchange figure. 


Under the agreement, Italy will 
also export sheet and film raw- 
stock to Sweden. 


London Show Biz 


In Doldrums 


10. 





London, Jan. 


The pre-Christmas lull in 
be succeeded by a hefty intake 
during and after Yuletide, is prov- 
ing a mirage. 

Several reasons are available for 
the disappointing grosses. ‘But 
most plausible reason is the shop 
sales, vastly exploited this month, 
and with household utensils now 
more plentiful, people are spending 
their money in shops rather than 
shows. Second reason is 
which despite denials is keeping 
people indoors, more particularly 
when weather conditions are un- 
favorable. Latter drawback is not 
yet felt in the north of England, 
because TV doesn’t exist there. 
But it’s already felt in Birmingham 
and environs, despite TV only oper- 
ating there less than a month. 

General estimate is that panto- 
mimes this year in London and its 
environs will gross around 25% 
less than last year. 
standing hits as Val Parnell’s “Puss 
in Boots,” at the Palladium; Emile 
Littler’s ‘Little Miss Muffet” at 
the London Casino; and 
Montague’s “Dick Whittington” at 
the Princes, will feel the draught 
and are expected to gross around 
10% below last year’s record 
figures. 


U. §. Army Showed 209 Pix 





(35m) in Germany in 1949 


| Film and Willy Zeyn Film—all in | 


Nurnberg, Jan. 3. 
U. S. Army in Germany has 
shown a total of 209 pix of 12 U.S. 
companies in 1949, according to 
Robert E. Quick, chief of the 


|EUCOM Motion Picture Service. 


Winston also pointed out that) 


| 


Law 5, of the Allied High Com- | 


will aid in preventing the rise of | 
outright undemocratie tendencies | 


Top grossers during the year were 
“Whispering Smith,” “The Three 
Musketeers,” “Fighter Squadron,” 
“Command Decision,” “Red Riv- 
er,” “Wake of the Red Witch” and 
“The Paleface.” 

The 209 represent 35m pix. Be- 
sides these, 208 16m pix were also 
released, with four pix per week 
being the release schedule. 

Companies supplying the pix (of 


| both sizes) were 20th-Fox with 54, 


To date 91 new German films) 
have. been produced in the western | 


Metro with 54, Universal with 48, 
Warners with 47, Columbia with 


'45, Paramount with 36, United Art- 


1948 and seven in 1946. Addition- | 





renewal, however, is contemplated. | 


| During the 


period, Par kept a! 


‘small office operating with ulti- | 


| mate expansion in mind. 

Dropping of the franchise will 
jleave’_ only Universal selling 
through a franchise holder. It also 


| removes Par as a possible target of | 


Bioscoop Bond, official organiza- 
‘tion of film distribs, which has 
brought proceedings to remove U 


as a member. Bioscoop claims that | 


| only those actually doing their own | 


distributing in the country can re- 
| main as members. 
All action by Bioscoop against U 


has been tabled for several months. | 





_ Goldschmidt Reps Rep 


| Rudolf Goidschmidt has _ been 
named special rep for Republic in 
Germany. 
/next week. 
Goldschmidt was formerly with 
'Metro’s overseas department and 
;with the Motion Picture Export 


| Assn. in Germany for two years, 


He leaves for Germany 


ists with 35, RKO with 33, Repub- 
lic with 22, Eagle Lion with 23, 
Monogram with 14 and Film Clas- 
sics with six. 

The 35m houses are operated 
with a maximum admission charge 
(for civilians) of 30c, while there 


,are no charges at 16m_ houses. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 10. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (136). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (37). 
“Before Party,” St. Martin (11). 


“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (12). | 


“Black Chiffon,” Westm’ster (37). 
“Bonaventure,” Vaude (5), 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (39). 
“Castle Air,” Adelphi (5). 
“Daphne Laurola,” Wynd'’m (42). 


“Death of Salesman,” Phnx. (24). | 


“Eliz. Slept Here.” Strand (11). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (5). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (14). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (54). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (50). 

“Her Excellency,” Saville (29). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (26). 

“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (17). 
“Lady’s Not Burn’g,” Globe (36). 
“Me and My Girl,” Winter (5). 
“Murder at Vic,” Playhouse (4). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (136). 
“Old Vic Rep,” New (13). 

“On Monday Next,” Comedy (32). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (58). 
“Philly Story,” Dutch’s (6). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (34). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (8). 

“Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal. (11). 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (31). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (83). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (17). 


_ “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (142), | 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (26), 


the | 
West End, which was expected to}; 


tele, | 


Even such out- | 


Bert | 


Watt Replaces Coplan 
As Odeon Board Manager 


London, Jan. 10. 

David H. Coplan has resigned 
from Odeon. Theatres’ board and 
been replaced by Sir Robert Wat- 
son Watt. Latter industry 
newcomer, but has been acting as 
J. Arthur Rank’s adviser on large- 
screen television. 

Coplan is now managing director 
of International Film Distributors, 
Ltd., holder of the Film Classics 
franchise for Great Britain. ‘Prior 
to joining IFD, he was United 
Artists’ chief in Britain. 


is an 





15 Films Due in Yugo 
This Year as Part Of 
$30,000,000 5-Yr. Plan 


Approximately 15 films will be 
produced in Yugoslavia this vear, 
according to plans made by the 
Federal Film Committee 
Since the inception of film produc- 


there. 


tion there four years ago, seven 
‘producing outfits have been 


formed. These companies so far 
have completed seven features and 
over 500 shorts, besides issuing 52 
{newsreels yearly. A film colony 
similar to Hollywood is also in the 


grade, will have facilities for the 
‘production of 25 features and 40 
| documentaries in addition to car- 
toons and shotfts. 

The industry, working with $30,- 
000,000 provided for the develop- 
ment of film production in a five- 
year plan, is currently concentrat- 
ing on the training of technicians, 
creative workers, construction fa- 
cilities and production of film 
equipment. Film technical schools 
have been opened recently and 
there are nine technical film mags 
|and journals being published. 

Theatre production in Yugoslavia 
is also being hypoed. Last year, 
50 houses were added to make a 
| total of 786 theatres. All theatres 
/are owned by the state, or various 
| government organizations. A film 
|attendance of 60,000,000 in ‘49 
| tripled the number of customers 10 
| years ago. 
| Producing companies now oper- 
ating are Zveda Films, Educational- 
Scientific Film Enterprise, Avala, 
Jadran - Croatia, Triglav - Slovenia, 
| Bosna and Vardar. 





| 


Good Bookings in Mexice 
For Vauders, Radioites 


Mexico City, Jan. 3. 

| Good bookings continue in 
| Mexico for U. S. and other foreign 
| entertainers who can _ deliver 


| what's wanted down here, though 


‘it takes more than ever in peace- 
_time pesos (8.65 of them per) to 
,buy the dollars in which such 
| troupers insist upon being paid. 

| These bookings are, however, 
/mostly nitery and radio as thea- 
tres, which can’t charge more than 


| 97¢ top regularly, can’t afford so) 


/many who must be paid ia dollars. 
| Niteries and radio stations, though, 
see top imported talent an invest- 
ment, and biz hypo for their so- 
| phisticated trade. Foreign perform- 
/ers who can deliver can easily 
command $410 (3,500 pesos) per 
week for several weeks. 





Reisman to S. A. 


| Phil Reisman, RKO’'s foreign 
dept. chief, shoves off tomorrow 
‘(Thurs.) on an eight-week swing 
| through all South American coun- 
tries. 

|. Reisman has not covered South 
, American offices for the past four 
years, 


} 





107 MEX Pix IN °49 
Mexico City. Jan. 3. 

Though a little short of the 110 
pix goal, Mexico set a new high pic 
| production record in 1949 with an 
| Output of 107, best for any year of 
the 18 that this country has figured 
internationally in films. 


Output far exceeds the 81 r 
‘duced in 1948. 7 


making. Town, located near Bel- , 


[st Postwar German Newsreel Ready: 
~ Pakistan Censorship Aimed at India 


Washington, Jan. 19. 
| The first postwar German news. 
reel is about to reach West Ger. 
man theatres with a strong indica. 
tion that it can operate in the 
black, according to Nathan p 
Golden, chief of the Commerce 
Dept. motion picture-photographie 
branch. Tentatively called “Dje 
Neue Deutsche Wochenschau.” jj 
is understood to be backed 
money from Hamburg, where +} 
main office will be located. Ger. 
mans estimated that contract 
350 theatres would be 
to assure the success of 
reel, and said rental agreements 
had already been made with 809 
houses. 

Mentioned as editor in 
ports reaching here from Germany 
was Heinz Kuntze-Just, a Hamburs 
film journalist. Listed as producer 
were Guenther Matern, a forme 
DEFA official, and Rolph Mi 
of the Junge Film Union, of Ham.- 
burg. 

Golden also reported: 

Pakistan: Country has set up a 
new set of censorship regulations 
which is directed largely against 
films made in India. Films may be 
declared unsuitable for publi 
hibition if they ridicule, 
or attack Islam or the religion of 
any group in Pakistan, or if likely 
to cause fight among religious 
sects. 
which ridicules Pakistan, its peo- 
ple or their national character; or 
contains propaganda likely 
pair good relations between Paki- 
stan and a foreign state, or reveals 
military secrets of Pakistan or af- 
fects the security of the nation. 
| Cuba: Cuban film, “La Escuela 
de Moelos,” was the sock b.o. at- 
itraction in Havana during August. 
'Released simultaneously in five 
i theatres. it grossed $30,391 for a 
'single week, by far the best show- 
ing of the month. However. of the 
28 pictures released in Havana 
during the month, 19 were [trom 
Hollywood and they grossed $144- 
680, or 68.9% of the grand tota! 
for the month. 


US. NEWSREEL POOL 
WINDING UP IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, Jan. 3. 

U. S. newsreel pool setup, which 
functioned throughout the Pacific 
war and four years of Japanese 
occupation, will come to an end 
Jan. 15. Pool originally contained 
the Big Five newsreel outfits—Par, 
Universal, Fox, Metro and Warner- 
‘Pathe. W-P pulled out first in 
1948, when it made deal for Japa- 
nese coverage from stringer Gene 
Zenier, but other four remained in 
pool. All companies are expected 
'te go on stringer basis alter dan, 
'15, using either Japanese camera- 
'men or American freelancers. W1!- 
‘liam M. Carty, Paramount News 
| photog, who has represented the 
‘pool since 1945, returns to his na- 
tive Australia. 
| Only U. S. cameramen remain- 
‘ing in Tokyo are Gene and Julius 
|Zenier. Latter is NBC Television 
| photog. 


| 
| 


‘Edinburgh Mapping Its 
50 Music-Drama Fest 
Edinburgh, Jan. 3. | 
A presentation of Strauss 
“Adriadne auf Naxos” will be 4 
|feature of the 1950 Festival of 
Music and Drama here next 

August. 

| Orchestras 


nece 


the re- 


mS 


"~~ 


disparage 


to im- 











booked for the Fest- 
‘val are L’Orchestre de la Radio- 
Diffusion Francaise, La Scala 
(Milan), the Danish orchestra. the 
Halle (under John Barbirolli’. and 
the BBC Scottish orchestra ‘under 
Ian Whyte). The Glasgow Orpheus 
'Choir will also perform. 
The Festival Program Commit- 
tee hopes to arrange a visit from 
an important American theatre 
company, and also to have Prof. 


Skupa’s Puppet Theatre fro™ 
Prague. - 
| Glasgow Citizens Theatre W!' 


a 


| present three plays, one a new P'! 
duction by Scots playwright James 
Bridie. Tyrone Guthrie and Jol" 
Casson will produce. 

| A series of concerts will 
memmorate the bicentenary of Ue 
death of Bach. 


com- 





| Nicholas Bros., starring in ses! 

musical in Genoa, finished a loca’ 
film stint for producer Dino 
Laurentis. Pic, “Botta e Rispos'« 
(‘Question and Answer’). 
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'VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
@ &t. Martin's Place, Trafaigar Square 


Heavy Production Skeds in 1950 
Set by Argentine Major Studios 


INTERNATIONAL il 


US. Films Now Facing Problem Of 
- German Control of Imports in 1950 


Frankfurt, Jan. 3. 


VARIETY 
French-Mex Pix Swap 


Mexico City, Jan. 3. 
Government and Mexican pice 
‘trade are pleased by the recipro-4 
‘eal film swap pact Mexico and 
France have made. Pact resulted 
|from an exchange of notes by the 
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: Buenos Aires, Jan. 3. + ;two governments. It calls for an + " 
‘i Argentina’s major studios are | ° °° |unlimited exchange of pix in their ’ | The major problem facing the 
Sige yom e ing heavy produc- | Fox, Lyon In New British native language, with titles in MPAA $ Jordan Slated distribution of American motion 
iS Gen. sendy cone | Spanish for Mexican films and in) : pictures in Germany in 1950 will - 
Indica. tion schedules for this year, count- | Exec Posts for 20th-Fox French for Mexican pix. For Post in Germany be attempts of certain German 
in the s on increased protection based | —-. | Pact lasts until next June 30. | circles to control—and, if possible, 
an D. 4 sovernment plans to intensify London, Jan. 10. | Each government has the option Marion F. Jordan, Motion Pic- regulate—the imports of American 
imerce yo 9 subsidies to “deserving” pro- Although the position of Gen. of extending the pact for a period ture Assn. of America representa- pix into the Reich. 
sraphie ducers, and to increase the play- Lyman Munson, who resigned re-| that’s mutually agreeable. Talk is tive in Germany, is reported re- This opinion was voiced by 
a Die ing time that must be dedicated | cently as managing director of that a like pact will be sought signing that post shortly to accept Marion F. Jordan. Motion Picture 
a hee in all theatres to locally-made pix, | 20th-Fox British productions, isn’t with the Argentine in 1950. | appointment as head of operations Assn. of America rep here. Jordan, 
aan or the percentages of receipts to to be filled, Fred Fox has been ap- for one of the MI AA member who has the delicate job of acting 
” aw be taken by producers. Total pro-| poifted production chief in Lon- ° /companies in Germany. Jor wan as a G-Man of the American indus- 
ba cola duction for this past year will be | don, with Ben Lyon as talent and Americans to Resume Film | Was head of the — amg try here, said that negotiations 
Pano in the neighborhood of 48 pix, pro- | production exec. Both Fox and ‘ “ i Export Assn setup 7g . PEA have already begun with Federal 
pe vided some now rolling are fin-| Lyon have been closely identified Production in English end of the wal until = d ier authorities as well as local film 
paepata ished before the next two days. | with the company’s European pro- u . : 4 ended ats selling eK in vee “a circles on the control issue. 
th 800 Peliculas Argentinas Asociadas, | 8am during the past there years) [py Mex With P ix-Bank Aid ne MPAA, Sos ‘which it was un. Jordan thought there was a good 
, newly-formed distribution unit, | and have recently returned from a | ype ch a vi to hold Re aaa possibility of working out a scheme 
he re- will have “Los Perez Garcia,” di- | Hollywood visit for consultations Mexico City, Jan. 3. July 1 : *" which would eliminate this danger. 
wate rected by Fernando Bolin and Don | 9” the future schedule. | As more than half of Mexican sae ~ ee ASS However, he is worried about the 
moburg Napy ready for release early in First subject scheduled for pro- pix’s gross comes from _ export, Jordan is understoo ere: future, when Germans will possess 
ducers January. This picture is a screen duction this year will | be The trade will stress selling abroad to leave Germany at the end of more authority and will face less 
former adaption of the radio scripts broad- Mudlark, followed by “No High-' more than ever in 1950, with inten-| this week for the U.S. He I con- Allied intervention and guidance. 
Meve i oor 10 years over the Mundo | W@Y-” “21 Bow Street” and “In- sive quest of more foreign mar- fab with MPAA execs and pre- Federal German authorities have 
r Ham. ies ork authored by Oscar Luis terpol. | kets. Andres Serra Rojas, prez of sumably set details of his new deal denied that they plan such a move. 
Massa and sponsored by Sterling | | Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 1 Germany. However, there are some reported 
et ns aS eng also reported a big upswing in plans of the free Democratic 
Products throughout Latin-Amer ” * Pica rd Bis: saa ; Party RP 1 le gas “eye te 
t upa ica. The Perez Garcias are a fam- | R | Mexican _pix's popularity in the és i. arty, a igh Ss gr Up, I 
latiot ; i ¥ oman ] eries iU. S., Canada and Central and motion to that effect, in order to 
lations ily very much on the Aldrich fam- | ls , wae | rit n 1es Car Deaneat® tian: Chaeiaais tesla 
igainst ily style and most of the charac- | | South America. * oe geo rag Riggs copa 
nav be ‘rs in the screen version are Banker revealed that Mexican Control over itm imports was 
lic ey oe. ss ali Be ee pix’s gross in 1948 was $2,650,000 a handed to the Germans about a 
pate played by thelr radio counterparts. to ate tart in Mexico and $2,185,000 abroad, month ago. Its first result was that 
cia 3) It looks as though, for the time |and that estimates for the first | 1X uota ut when the recent Austrian-German 
“likely being at least, producers will be ; half of 1949 showed a home and | trade agreement was concluded, the 
Hieious able to work intensively, without Rome, Jan 3. | foreign gross, both up, that were | ee eee ee agreement on exchange of motion 
et Alm fear of the strikes which have Winter season of nightclub about even, nearly $1,600,000 each. : : att. an. ap ag | pictures between the two countries 
S peo- slowed up production in Argentine openings got a very late start this Serra Rojas revealed that Amer- | . Growing feeling within the Brit- was banned. 
ter: oF studios throughout 1949. A labor season due possibly to the unusual- | jeans will resume producing pix in ish film industry that there will be . Jordan said that the main reason 
to im contract has just been signed be- | ly. warm weather this fall. However, English in Mexico in ’50 He said 4 8overnment announcement be- for the German industry being in a 
Paki tween the Producers Assn. and the | the last few weeks have seen the this resumption is skedded for the fore the end of March dropping snag is the competition of old Ger- 
eveals Film Extras Assn. | opening of the Excelsior, at the Ex- second half of January and that the quota veg around 25 0, * lead- man pix, produced before or during 
or af. Cinematografica Interamericana | Celsior hotel, perhaps the most his bank will afford such produc- ing to ancreasing hesitancy ei the war, which are much_ better 
ion. has issued a list of 32 pix on its | important of the internationals in ers all possible facilities. Banker independent ee: A <og oe than the new ones. These pictures, 
emnels program for 1950, including four | Rome, the ABC club at the Am- said Mexico welcomes this produc- of indie outfits | Ww ithe Pree — most of which were impounded by 
.0. ats each to be made with Luis San- | bassador hotel, and the Boite in. tion because of the new values it pared Sr ae on Allied authorities, because they 
‘ugust. drini and Maria Felix and two of | old Rome. The Rivoli has been will afford Mexican pix. How- egg vote gga: — pa rm ached were owned by the Nazi state or 
1 five Nini Marshall’s, who is currently | 9P€? for several weeks and the | ever, he revealed. all such produc- - ro ag wit “- we yng sane banned production companies, are 
for a making pix in Spain. Of these 32, Jockey club and Rupe Tarpea have | tion will be rigidly supervised by aie a age a coca “Oct. y eonks er ig ow ee eeu aae 
show- some will be rolled in Mexico. been flourishing for the Roman the government's cinematographic pags tay yb ag eh yey that if as bargains to the distribs. Apart 
of the notably two with Pepe Iglesias (El trade for some time, as has the supervision (censorship) depart- | the cake is tone the a in- — vi motte: = Guaitty, henge 
favana Zorro). One of the Nini Marshall Taverna at the Bristol hotel. All ment. di far ite <e will a ll oe . pix draw only some 25: c taxes at 
from pix will be directed by Mexican | 1¢4ture dancing with music fur- becca “ et. oo . h “ woe the most, while taxes of new prod- 
$144- Julio Soler. Thirteen Emelco pix /nished by local musicians, and ; tions, be squeezed out of business. ucts run as high as 40 to 50°. The 


| total 
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ae om a aes 9 - | totes, the Vaeee city, with ong veal The —— pe i Ray: al eA ype lb pe c 
Nien “ag eramericana to try |thousands of chure employees. on ietters of request to complie its oe = F ak | d 
aes for exhibition of Argentine pix in | However, Rome is finding itself for list of favorites. Right now ‘“‘Ghost- pee a er dies with | yer | 2 Film Companies Feu 
—e some of the major U. S. circuits, the first time after the war, and riders” is riding on top. It is fol- odd oadds stu ty a rf sagghh 1€ Tokyo, Jan. 2. 
foinadl and not only in Spanish-speak- with traveling facilities becoming lowed by “Maharadscha of Magi- aes a Ped end age HE esa Feud between two Nipponese 
__Par, ing districts. Interamericana has better all the time, the winter sea- dor,” “Civilization,” “Rum = and ' te nl ~ ni rei . a pix companies, which looked like 
‘ainer= opened a European distribution of- | son should see a healthy club bus- | Coke” and “Maria and Bahia.” Top nome that a a tat ft + - it would block release of eight new 
“st. in fice in the Rue Clement Marot, in iness. Most of these clubs are lo- German song is “How Do You Do?” their very sa Po ws vill oy oo films in time for the big New Year 
rey Paris. ; |cated below the street level, and |from the picture “Hallo Fraulein.” | °°!" Very existence wit’ be con- | oliday trade. has been patched u 
Jar = : oF "aie . » sidered by the Board of Trade be- aie , oF Pp 
Gene Argentina Sono Film is mulling ‘aren't air conditioned. Thus the Second | IS Der Kleine Elefant fore the quota is scaled at the be- temporarily by a unique court or- 
ned in over making a picture about Colder weather is an important sae oo a. dem —. hest of exhibitors and major pro- er. and pix apparently will reach 
pected George Sand, with Zully Moreno factor. ursttendamm”’ (or onging f0F | Gucers. exhibs in time to cash in on Japan's 
¢ Jan. in the lead, during 1950. Luis. — rg pening sie ena ots | traditional biggest boxoffice week. 
;mera- Cesar Amadori, studio’s star direc- | G i dfi i Ala Bite ggg Oh ct . Hassle began when Shin Toha 
s. Wil- tor, is ate | I" ficials list “Mariandle, Chiu- d studio announced it would begin 
ve ae eats ae MG Ear Tomah Sa, “Cho _tann| Bavaria Growp Formed To last, tt isons "pad 
e I - ‘no d “Sweet a rely, . ° January. -e, : 
re a ote ee in Mexico | Policy Sets House Recor Man With a Horn,” “Slow Boat Finance German Films ea Wilex! te coed cen te 
Emelco h a London, Jan. 10. to China,” “Ghostriders,” “Heim: | Munich, Jan.. 3. | parent concern, Toho Motion Pic- 
>main- “La Muerte ery agen First two weeks of the vaud- weg nach — and “Rum = An organization called Filmkon- ture and Theatrical Co., for dis- 
Julius (“Death Is Lyin Aha ith Ca ~ film policy at Metro’s Empire the- Coke’ as the most requested tor was formed here in what ap- tribution. Toho has approximately 
‘vision orcosque ies ng rn ar’os | atre, Leicester Square, have bro- songs. a ; live last | P°@"S to be the first serious mone- 1,000 theatres under contract 
by radio - oor oh rom a script ken the house records set up by. _The sg ig ge wed “ tary contribution to put German throughout Japan, and in turn has 
id Narei u ri el Santa Cruz, Broadway Melody” in 1929. week for the ~ time _ - film production back on its feet. relied heavily on Shin Toho’s stu- 
ts ad so ibanez Menta in the Despite success, however, other RIAS dance orchestra conductec The organization, headed by vet- dio output to keep the houses sup- 
‘ oom West End theatres are adopting a by Weiner Miller taking the part eran financier Wilhelm Marrien, plied. 
Fest Efa Studios is getting set to re- cautious wait-and-see policy before of the late Mark Warnow. ‘unites several Bavarian banks for Loss of the Shin Toho product 
3. lease “A la Habana me Voy,” made deciding whether or not to fol- purpose of setting up a fund with would make it impossible’ for 
auss’ partly in Havana, Caracas and low suit. Arthur S. Abeles. Jr.. ‘Okla : to Tour N Zealand | which pix making will be financed. Toho to keep its contract commit- 
be a Buenos Aires and a mixed Latin- Warners’ local topper, said his P “ It includes the Bavarian state bank, ments. Of immediate concern 
‘al of American cast. company would wait at least six Aft A oa. ¢ 0 t? while Marrien also secured a 1.- were eight new Shin Toho pix 
next Argentina Sono Film’s last pro- months before making a decision. er uSSI€; ary ut: 000,000 marks (about $235,000) slated for New Year's release. 
duction of 1949 “A Lamf > The Rank Organization, which has Sydney. Jan. 3. contribution from the Frankfurt Toho petitioned Tokyo district 
Festi- has been rel ; amtfuerte,” two theatres in the Square. be- Harold Gary. who plays the role Reconstruction Bank. Negotiations court for an injunction to restrain 
S| eased at the Ambassa- ;: its mai sk is to sell mo- aroie Wary, WHO pays ag A oe Digger igage = caieeater | Siied J . 
Radio- dor theatre and Emelco teed off at; ° os ae teen & SS | of the peddier in the current are under way with Hamburg Shin Toho from releasing the pix 
cala the Gran Rex, Dec. 27. with its “0 Pictures. not vaudeville. -smash “Oklahoma!” for J. C. Wil- finance circles. and eventually the through its own organization, and 
a, the latest super-production “Danza de | liamson, may return to the U. S. organizers of Filmkontor hope to temporary restraining order was 
» and Fuego,” directed b 'D iel Ti G tei P Plans shortly. Gary has been in the add banks of all the 11 federal granted. Shin Toho filed a counter 
under Nayre, with Amelia B ag the xruenstein rreps —. show for about a year. _ Local states to their membership list. suit, and court finally issued a 
pheus lead, and Spanish composed a. | For °50 Vienna Filming 2 Sydney Wheeler ; ‘ pote = pened ee -* 
‘. ’ A | r « A . speclé “ coe = ose ) 
rit- ca valle’ music of the same | Verana, sn. a Louise Barnhart may also plane Germany $ Top U. 5. Pix equal number of dette ext and 
.~ n had © as theme song. This picture) U. S. film producer Morit2 pack to the U. S. to be married ee te Shin Toho studio execs to take 
aren Ande eaay been tried out in the |Gruenstein has returned to Vienna after contract expires with “Okla- — Frankfurt, Dec. 31 custody of the sight pix and a 
gr en ®an provinces of Mendoza and and immediately began work ON joma'.” Show will tour New Zea- _ German distribs named The rane wallabies Pe nn 
| - San Juan, | his 7 ~ bg ge eos ogee land after completion of boff Aus- Se - tog 5 al ye E 
, Film inked Eduard von borsody sie runaround. Sn a ye r . : 
, will EL’s Seidelmanto London “i'<t Anzengruber's vou ee eDL pix in 1948 ie aoe be _ ~ he ot Lennon 
y pro- Sam Seidelman Eagle Lion for a Imhoff Alfred ~ pened Paris Tooter Strike Ends “Bernadette” and “Best Years” RKO Private Theatre Bow 
James eign chief ey ~ seat okeeik” “a Seidler and Douglas Paris, Jan. 10. grossed around 6,000,000 marks _ London, Jan. 10. 
John the wsehnel Gt flea or ee ee pioneer Paris Opera and the Opera (about $1,400,600) each, according A new private theatre built by 
Rental offices. He will b ; “Eduard Hoesch will be in charge Comique, both darkened for five to the Motion Picture Export Assn. RKO Radio in their London head- 
go about two weeks — f the second production, “Auf der weeks due to a musicians’ strike, Other big b.o. draws included quarters in Dean Street, Soho, was 
of the Before leaving Seidel amed ‘Alm sibt es keine Suende” reopen tomorrow ‘Wed.' after gov- four British pix, “Madonna of the launched ata reception to the Brit- 
Andy Alb k ee wer (ep = ‘< no sin on the Alps”). ernment officials promised to ad- Seven Moons.” “Caravan,” “Red ish and American trade press last. 
Statistic eck as homeoffice sales | ("There is no s ™ “Gypsv Mu- just a salary dispute. Shoes” and “The Thief of Bag- Wednesday (4). 
_ ‘alstician for the foreign depart- V. Bolvary will direct “Gypsy Mu- Juss 4 Salaly &® e pay. tl mn dad” ~ ‘renc ne H ‘as Robert S. Wolff, RKO’ 
smash Ment. Albeck had been most re- sic,” a story written by Rudolf In demanding more pay. the men dad, and three French films ost was Robert S. Wolff, 5 
“" “ently Motion Picture Export Assn Egger. While in Munich, Gruen- pointed out that musicians in — “*¢ armen, “The Count of Monte managing director in Britain, sup- 
ae licity director in Japan. Before stein founded the Bavarian-Berna a were receiving a higher cua ne and “La Carteuse de areiste major executives of the 
: ‘at he had been with Columbia. film. pacate. alee ke . v nteeeniead 
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will be distributed by Interameri- | 


cana, and both studios will co-pro- 
duce a film based on a story by 
Juan Carlos Goyanarte, “Lago Ar- 
gentino” (“Argentine Lake’’), 

The Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. plan in the U. S. to assist 
in the distribution of foreign 





| night 


| that 





some have an act or two which 
happen to stray this far away from 
the beaten path. 

Clubs do a large business every 
in the week, even though 
Rome has never been known as a 
nightclub town due to the fact 
it is a capital composed of 


| many civil service employees, and 














TIN PAN ALLEY LEADS 
GERMAN HIT PARAD 


Berlin, Jan. 3. 
The American-controlled Ger- 
man radio station RIAS has hit the 
pollsters jackpot with a program 
“Schlager der Woche” (“Hits of 











| The quota of 25% which could be 
| satisfied with a production pro- 
gram of 40, would leave no scope 
for the small man who is already 
leading a hazardous existence un- 
der the higher figure. 

Needs of the circuits, if the 
quota cut takes piace, could ade- 
quately be satisfied by the restrict- 








reason for the exhibs giving very 
good playing times to these films— 
sometimes better than given to the 
new—is obvious. 





Jap Court Order Breaks 
Jam on 8 Pix Release In 
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This happened day after day! 
7 Blocks of Ticket-Buyers! 
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IN ITS 4th WEEK! Wile 


ONE DAY IN 
ANY THEATRE 


) TERRIFIC ANYWHERE! 


NA i O N WI D ic & M-G-M presents GENE KELLY+-FRANK SINATRA- BETTY 


GARRETT +» ANN MILLER in “ON THE TOWN” + JULES 
MUNSHIN + VERA-ELLEN + Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Screen Play by Adolph Green and Betty Comden- Based upon 
the Musical Play + Directed by GENE KELLY and STANLEY 
| | | | DONEN.: Produced by ARTHUR FREED- An M-G-M Picture 
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~— Tnside Stuff—Pictures 


Mary 
Gown" 
Susan 


Martin is the latest to lend her name to the “My Favorite 
contest which Goldwyn Productions is using to promote the 
Hayward-Dana Andrews starrer, “My Foolish Heart.” 


Others 


who've written yarns on “My Favorite Gown” (which is the tee-off point 
for the picture’s story) are Emily Kimbrough, Jinx Falkenburg, Gladys 


Swarthout and Jane Pickens. 


Stories are planted in local papers to tie in with a contest in which 
readers write on the same subject. Winners get a replica in their size 


of the Hayward dress. 


Stunt devised by Goldwyn publicity chief Lynn 


Farnol has already been tried with considerable success in New Orleans 
and Miami and will be used by the Journal-American in New York for 


the Music Hall opening Jan. 19. 


Continuing to plug pictures as a cultural medium that turns “great 
books into great films,’ Motion Picture Assn. of America is distributing 


anew 


listing of recent films based on literary works. 


The listings are 


routed to book review editors as a lead on what books are slated for 


a Hollywood buildup. 


For the November-December period, the MPAA lists a total of 38 pix 
pased on the classics and currently published books and short stories 
Three other pix are catalogued as deriving from legit plays. 


Production Code Administrator Joseph Breen has turned a jaundiced 
eve on J. Arthur Rank’s British-made film, “Kind Hearts and Coronets,” 


because 


in Breen’s view, the pic treats murder too lightly. 
sult of his nix on a PCA seal, Eagle Lion, U. 


As a re- 
S. distrib of “Hearts,” has 


sent the negative back to England for recutting and retakes,. if they 


prove necessary. Main Breen 


gripe appears to be that 


the central 


figure in the pic commits eight murders but does not pay the Code- 
required penalty. Film is a satire on a nobleman who wipes out a num- 


ber of obnoxious characters. 


One of the chief opponents to the recent settlement of the Paramount 
minority stockholder suit has been William Kiein, partner in the w.k. 


showbiz lawfirm of Klein & Weir. 


Previously, it had been erroneously 


reported that the Shubert theatre interests fought the Paramount 


compromise. 


Klein is attorney for the Shuberts and the impression 
circulated that he acted for them in the action. 


However, Klein is a 


Paramount stockholder on his own and fought the settlement individ- 


ually and not as a Shubert rep. 








DECREE TO STIMULATE 


INDIE PROD.—ARNALL 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
The consent decree and other 
“adjustments and long-due changes 
in the industry” will stimulate in- 


dependent production, according 
to Ellis G. Arnall, president of the 
Society of Independent Motion 


Picture Producers. ‘“‘Before many 


years.” he said, “the so-called 
major producing companies will 
actually be independents thein- 
selves. 

“The great difference between 


the independents and the majors 
has been in the real estate and the- 
atre business as well as in the 
business of producing motion pic- 
tures,” Arnall added. “When di- 
vorcement is made absolute, then 
the majors will be independent 
producing companies. 

“The court deerees and judg- 
ments in the anti-trust cases will 
result in greater economic oppor- 
tunities for independent producers. 
Many producers have trouble se- 
curing financing. The reason is 
that monopoly controls and illegal 
trade practices in distribution and 
exhibition have created a vicious 
system which has made it virtually 
impossible for the independent to 
receive enough income from his 
product to pay off production 
loans. 

“The Society’s chief targets have 
been and will continue to be big 
theatre circuits owned by the so- 
called major studios and the large 
combines owned by other substan- 
tial interests, or theatres which are 
pooled together for buying pur- 
poses tor separate owners.” 











Col. Simplifies 
E Continued from page 7 


Studio overhead. de Rochemont 
Plans to continue his semi-docu- 
mentary type production and will 
shoot wherever he feels the locale 
is best. One of the things that 
blew up the deal he had several 
years ago with 20th-Fox was that 
a heavy studio overhead charge 
was tacked to his pix though he 
never used the company’s lot. 
Pix, it is understood, will be 
budgeted at around $500,000, but 
Col. is committed to go along up 
to 30°c over that figure. Anything 
above that is subject to negotiation, 
de Rochemont is also free to make 
during the period of the contract 
one high budget, fictional property 
on his own. Columbia must, how- 
ever, be given the opportunity to 
meet any other company’s offer to 
finance and distribute it. 
P Otherwise, the pix are to be re- 
alistie yarns selected from Read- 
e's Digest under de Rochemont’s 











tleup with the mag. He is also 
ert _to continue making com- 
erci 


al and educational pix in ac- 


cordance with his agreement with 
United Wor'd. 








SIMPP Awaits : 


Continued from page 7 =e 








SIMPP that his vis-a-vis, Erie 
Johnston prez of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, is not al- 
ways able to duplicate. 

Both Arnall and Johnston make 
a large number of speeches and 
other personal appearances each 
vear, which have ostensibly noth- 
ing to do with the film biz. Actu- 
ally that’s not so, which is the rea- 
son both SIMPP 


and MPAA en- 
courage these apparently extra- 
curricular activities. The speeches 
keep the men in the limelight 


which makes them more important 
figures than they’d be if they kept 
their noses purely to the organiza- 
tional grindstones. 
ing up their personal standing, 
they are able to achieve things for 


the film industry in Washington 
and throughout the country that 


would not be possible otherwise. 
Arnall’s 40G Annually 


Arnall is getting $40,000 yearly 
in salary and non-accountable ex- 
penses from SIMPP. His resigna- 
tion to run for the Georgia gov- 
ernorship would come as a blow to 


SIMPP members, and_ probably 
would again throw them _ into 
lengthy discussion as to whether 


he should be succeeded by another 
big-name or a working level exec 
secretary. That was the hassle 
after Donald Nelson resigned and 
before Arnall was named. Arnall’s 
popularity with the members, it is 
thought, would likely tip the scales 
in favor of another biggie leader. 


Request to the attorney-general 
last week for ruling on his eligi- 


bility resuits from the fact that 
Arnall continued to hold the gov- 
ernorship for the first five days of 
the present term. Georgia law 
prohibits a governor succeeding 
himself. Extra five-day tenure re- 
sulted from the death of Eugene 
Talmadge (the present governor's 
father) shortly before he was to 
take office as Arnall’s successor. 
Battle ensued between the newly- 
elected lieutenant-governor and 
Herman Talmadge as to which 
should get the office.  Latter’s 
claim was on the basis of a few 
write-in votes. 

Arnall. who was only 34 at the 
time. defeated the elder Talmadge 
for the election in 1942. It was 
Talmadge’s first defeat in five cam- 


paigns. Recently a number of pa- 
pers, primarily the Macon Tele- 
graph, a highly-influential sheet 


which supported Eugene “Talmadge. 
has begun urging Georgia citizens 
to draft Arnall “to bring the state 
out of its present plight.” 





Col. Gets Del Rio Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Columbia has acquired distrbu- 
tion rights in all but Latin Ameri- 
can countries, to “La Mal! Querida.” 
which co-stars Dolores Del Rio and 

Pedro Armendariz. 
Picture, made in 
carry English titles. 


Mexico, will 


‘uphill or 


By thus build-. 





Continued from page 3 Sememmm 


not expected to meet on the ques- 
tion until the end of next week. 
Discussions there might well re- 
sult in rushing reps over for an 
early February meeting or taking 
the present majority view and wait- 
ing until April. 

In any event, Eric Johnston, prez 


of the Motion Picture Assn. of | 


America and the MPEA, had had 
no word up until he left for Hawaii 


last weekend from Harold Wilson. | 


Latter, as prexy of the British 
Board of Trade, will serve as chief 
Anglo negotiator. He said when he 
was in the U.S. about a month ago 
that he didn’t car® whether the 
Yanks came over before or after 
the election, but Johnston is antici- 
pating some word from him as to 
a possible preterence now. This 
will. of course, be an 
consideration in determining the 
American industry’s preference. 

One factor which is apparently 
not bothering the U. S. tacticians 
is the outcome of the British elec- 
tion. Feeling is generally held that 
the Labor government will be re- 
turned to power. That is viewed 
as a favorable factor, for the belief 
is that Yank films will get a better 
break from the Laborites than 
from a Conservative government. 

Skull work that has been going 
into determination of the best time 
for the meetings entails juggling of 
a number of considerations. One 
of the most impcrtant is whether 
British economy in general is going 
downhill. One view is 
that if things are improving, it 
would be better to-wait as long as 
possible before talking renewal of 
the present deal. If things are 
getting worse, these proponents 
say, then the deal should be made 
as quickly as possible. 

On the other. hand, some of the 
masterminders take the exact op- 
posite view. They see the Labor 
government operating on the old 
bread-and-circuses theory—that as 
general conditions worsen, the 
better the bargaining position of 
the Americans, since the Laborites 
will want Hollywood pix to take 
the minds of the masses off their 
hardships. 

Still another item is the crystal- 
balling going on as to whether the 
British dollar position will improve 
and what effect this will have. Dol- 
lar drainage from Britain has been 
stopped since devaluation § three 
months ago, according to a British 
Treasury report last week. If that 
situation continues, some advisers 
think it best to postpone the ne- 
gotiating sessions, since the Eng- 


.lish may be more liberal with the 


pressure to save dollars reduced. 


Ask Supreme Court To 


Take Over in Pa. Case 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
Paramount, Loew's, 20th, RKO 
and A. N. Notopoulos, an exhib- 
itor, last week asked the Supreme 





Court to take jurisdiction in an 
anti-trust action brought against 
them by Harry Norman Ball, ex- 


hibitor, of Ambridge, Pa. 
Case involves theatres of 

and Notopowos in 

few miles from 


Ball 
Ambridge, a 
Pittsburgh. The 
defendants won in the trial court 
but were reversed by the U. S. 
3rd circuit court of appeals. Ball. 
owner of the Penn theatre, sought 
to prevent the distributors from 
selling pictures to Notopoulos, for- 
mer operator of the Penn, who 
subsequently built another theatre 
in the town. Warners also owns 
theatres in Ambridge but has not 
been dragged into the suit. 

Defendants charge the appellate 
court rejected the facts as found 
by the trial court even though 
“supported by substantial  evi- 
dence” and, instead, acted on the 
basis of testimony by Ball and his 
brother-in-law. 


Cohen’s World Trek 


Wolfe Cohen, veepee of Warner 
International, leaves Jan. 20 for an 
around-the-world trip, by way of 
London and Paris. 

He'll visit all of the company’s 
offices, with particular attention to 
the Far East. 


J. E. PERKINS EYES H’ WOOD 
Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Perkins, managing di- 
Paramount in Great 
Britain, is here gandering company 








James FE. 
rector for 
product. 

He returns to London next week. 
stopping in N. Y. for homeoifice 
contabs. 


important | 


c Anglo Election ‘20th-Fox to Map TV Ballyboo 


For Films at Showmanship Meet 





—+ Twentieth-Fox, 


Col. ‘Jolson’ Switch 


In a switch from its previ- 
ous 60° rental from the first 
dollar for “Jolson _ Sings 
Again.”’ Columbia has hit on a 
novel method for fixing terms 
on the big grosser. 

Exhibs are being offered the 
pic on flat terms. Price is set 
by adding 40° to the highest 
flat rental paid by the exhib 
on a Columbia film in the last 
12 months. In most cases, that 
means 40° more than was 
doled out for “The Fuller 
Brush Man.” 

In isolated instances, ‘“Jol- 
son” is still being sold on per- 
centage terms from 50° )-60°>. 
Flat terms, however, predomi- 
nate. 


DET. EXHIB CREATES 
STEW ON ‘TOWN’ AD 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 

Nabe exhibs in the Detroit area 
are doing a big burn over an ad- 
vertising tactic which was briefly 
tried out last Friday (6) by Elmer 
Balaban’s Downtown theatre, a 
firstrun. Retraction of the ad, 
which reflected on the quality of 








prints shown in’ subsequent-run 
houses, was made in newspaper 
spreads Sunday (8) in time to 


smooth ruffled tempers and avert 
soh.e threatened law suits. 
Tempest was spawned by the 
following Downtown ad in Detroit 
dailies for its run of Metro’s “On 


the Town": “In a_ matter of 
months ‘On the Town’ will play 


at neighborhood theatres, but the 
tunes won’t be as new, the color 
as brilliant, the appeal as refresh- 


ing. So we urge you to hurry and 
see it at the Downtown thea- 
1 D 

Virtually every theatre chain 


and nabe operator in Detroit im- 
mediately entered formal, but hot 
protests with Frank Downey, head 


of Metro’s branch office in this 
area. The general tenor of the 


squawks was the implication in the 
ad that Technicolor fades and sub- 
sequent-runs show inferior and 
mutilated pictures. It’s understood 
that Technicolor execs were also 
planning to register a complaint 
against the ad’s wording. 

Downey promised to rectify the 
situation and on Sunday the Down- 
town ad was revised to read: “You 
can see ‘Onthe Town’ at your favor- 
ite neighborhood theatre soon... 
same gorgeous color, same won- 


derful music. . exactly as pre- | 
sented here ... but why don’t you 
see it now?” 


Charles Perry, manager of the 
Downtown, denied that the origi- 
nal ad implied anything injurious 
to nabe theatres. 


‘Rosie O'Grady’ 5th WB Pic 
Booked Into Music Hall 


Continuing the policy of switch- 
ing away its top pix from its own 
New York showcase, the Strand, 
Warner Bros. has booked its new 
Technicolor musical, ‘Daughter of 
Rosie O'Grady,” into Radio City 
Musie Hall. “Rosie O’Grady” 
marks the fifth Warner film to be 
sold to the Music Hall in the last 
six months. Film company toppers 
are proceeding on the policy that 
the advantages of a M.H. date out- 
weigh the b.o. handicaps faced by 
the New York Strand due to a 
lack of top draw pix, 

Other pix booked into the Music 
Hall recently by Warners include 
“Look For The Silver Lining” and 
“Under Capricorn,’ which have 
already played there, and “Stage- 
fright” and “Young Man With A 
Horn,’ which are upcoming. 








Ferguson, Carrier Tieup 

William Ferguson, Metro’s retir- 
ing exploitation chief, will partner 
with Edward Carrier in a N. Y. 
firm engaged in royalty tieups and 


other activities. Carrier recently 
resigned from Metro, where he 
supervised merchandise’ royalty 


tieups of M-G stars. 

Carrier is currently on the Coast 
in behalf of the new company. He 
returns to New York next week. 

*Ferguson is existing Metro Feb. 4. 


which has had 
| little to do with plugging its prod- 
|uct via television until no" is ex- 
| pected to reveal a detailed plan for 
iusing the new medium at its second 
‘annual showmanship meet of top 
ad-publicity representatives from 
indie and affiliated circuits, sched- 
uled for the homeoffice Jan. 25-27. 
Use of TV was discussed at the 
meet last vear but the company 
toppers indicated at the time their 
belief that not enough sets were in 
the hands of the public to make it 
worthwhile. High on the agenda 
for the upcoming sessions, however, 


,is the progress of video, its effect 


on theatres and use as a Selling aid 
for pictures. Seventy-five dele- 
gates are expected to attend the 


|meet to talk out ideas on ad-pub- 


licity and to hear talks by 20th prez 


| Spyros P. Skouras and veepees Al 


' Lichtman. Andy W. Smith, Jr., and 


Charles Einfeld. Latter will pre- 


| side. 


' first-run 


Group will also discuss methods 
of developing new film audiences 
among children via children’s mat- 
inees, special programming and in- 
creased exploitation aimed at their 
age groups. Also up for discussion 
are plans for plugging coming 20th 
product, which will be screened 
during the sessions, and announce- 


ments on new company policies. 
In calling the second meet, 20th 
listed the same ‘four purposes 


which prompted the first one: 

To implement its policy of con- 
tinued exhibitor -distributor co- 
operation; to discuss merchandising 
plans for 20th product; to utilize 
the ideas arising from the confer- 
ence for preparing practical cam- 
paigns for all exhibs, and to ex- 
change ideas on general industry 
problems affecting both exlaibition 
and distribution. 


Frisco Critics Name 
‘King’s Men’ as Best 


San Francisco, Jan. 10. 
Backing up the top award made 
by the New York Film Critics, the 


San Francisco Critics Council also 
selected “All the King’s Men” as 
the best picture of 1949. “Home 
of the Brave” was second, with 


third place honors shared by “Let- 
ter to Three Wives” and “Quartet.” 
“Devil in the Flesh,” a French pic, 
was named the best foreign pic- 
ture of the year. 

Council is made up of Bay area 
drama and film editors, and critics. 


In the legit field, “I Know My 
Love” and “Streetcar Named De- 
|sire’’ shared the top choice, with 


“Kiss Me. Kate’ named the best 
musical. The musical show, ‘“‘Cabal- 
gata” received a special award. 





N.Y. Normandie Ist-Run 
Prior to Demolition 


The Normandie theatre, deluxe 
nabe in New York. switches to a 
policy Jan. 31 with the 
U. S. preem showing of “Child of 
Man,” a Danish film which copped 
top prices at the Venice and Milan 
film festivals. 

Opened in 1938, the theatre is 
marked for demolition some time 
this year to make way for the new 
Lever Bros. building which will be 
erected on that site. 


W. L. Taub’s Indie 
“Dry River” is planned for indie 
production in the east by William 
L. Taub’s British Artists, Ltd. 
Taub plans to shoot “Dry River” 
on Fire Island, Long Island sum- 
mer spot 





Richard LaPan will direct the 
low-cost production, an adaptation 
from his own novel. Taub last 


season was represented on Broad- 
way by his legit production of 
“People Like Us.” 


VA. CENSOR BD. NAMES 2 


tichmond, Va., Jan. 10 

Vacancies have been filled in the 
State Division of Motion Picture 
Censorship. following the deaths of 
two members of the the three-man 
board 

Mrs. Lollie C 
pointed to 
Elizabeth C 


Whitehead was ap- 
replace the late Mrs. 

Chalkley, who died 
Dec. 10; Mrs. Russell Wagers suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Judith K. Roberts, who 
died the same month. Third mem- 
ber and currently director of the 
board is J. B. Beverly. 
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—. dati of peeta, a doughy white ° 

* . | bread, and stuffed with fried bean Metro A SO ts rint f ume 
| raeli Thirst Un venched balls and garnished with a choice | A 
| $ 'of salad. Inevitably, there is a! 
eee Continued from page 1 - |gazoz stand next to the fahlaful | ~ e e bd 
— i : ‘stand, and the Israelis wash down U S ola rst me mce ar 
salem, the other large cities, put 4 ae —— presentation of the sandwich with the Israel equiv- p 
together. |, Death of a Salesman” is on the alent of a “3c. plain,” or any one | 
Time was when the dozen first- list, although many theatregoers of several types of juices. | + As exhib pressure for increased 

F run film houses and five legiters in have opined that this, like “Yester-| 1+. along this causeway that you | ‘volume of prints continues to 
Tei Aviv were enough to accommo- day,” is trifling Americana and not je, more hob thuake hak “oar | Metro Inks Gomez mount in the U. S., Metro now 
date the city’s 100,000 people. Now worthy of presentation—but they where else in ferbel. save perhaps | . \looks to be the third major com- 

; that the country’s largest city has 80 to see it anyway. ‘the kibbutzim during a community |. Vicente Gomez, Spanish guitar- pany revising upwards its total on 
swollen, like the fledgling state it-| Chamber and Habimah have. sing. Most of the cafes have bor- jist, has been inked by _Metro for big pic releases. For the first time 
"aif, to three times its normal size, been aided materially by the im- ‘aed an Amstesn sunken dont | a dramatic-musical role bag since the war, Metro's top-brass 
the total seating capacity of 6,000 portation of Peter Frey and Harold have the local equivalent of Muzak Cary Grant-starrer. He’l play, Of has ordered a print boost on a 
in the first-runs and about 3,000 in Clurman to provide needed shots or a jukebox. Others have three- |all things, a Spanish guitarist. number of current releases from 
the legit houses is just enough to in the arm, and the American influ- | 5 ioc" combos that supply Ameri-| Gomez leaves New York for the the company’s standard total of 
tantalize the majority of the enter- /ence Is spreading. Ohel Tent has can tunes only a few months be- | Coast in a few weeks. He has 305 prints on ‘A PIX. Affected 
tainment-seeking public — which announced it will do a Hebrew ver- hind the “Hit Parade.” or Israeli | Played at Cafe Society Uptown, immediately are Battleground, 
means just about everyone in town. ‘sion of “Finian’s Rainbow” shortly, | tines which fall into the popular Versailles and other Manhattan “Ambush” and “On the Town. 

No Catch-as-Catch-Can thus departing from its traditional | 6). <igeation niteries. He now operates his own Revision of its output by,Metro 
Going to the cinema in Israei is satiric offerings. The other two There ie a silt ins iam Dine restaurant, La Zambra, in New comes shortly after similar ‘moves 
no catch-as-eatch-can proposition. legiters are Le-La-Lo (To Me, to in feveet tek thee iso atioeen York. by 20th-Fox and Paramount, indi- 
Every seat is reserved for the 17- Her, to Him) and  Mattatai output of pop stuff that om tang steal saan mae nama caaiiae ti cating the likelihood of other ma- 
performance week. First-come-firs’- Broom. Le-La-Lo now is offering rie pr seaadians of ah eiiesdaitiien Poreoetl jors falling in line. Andy Smith, 
served seats may be introduced “A Room to Let,” which has the ey “Such com celine as Moshe MINN. SUP CT. REVERSES Jr., 20th’s sales chief, has ordered 
shortly for the new house being Same ironic overtones here that it Wilenaky ania nighiy re salar local- 7 an average tilt of 50 prints on 
constructed by the Histadruth, Is- has in New York or Los Angeles. Sain. iano he tri ~<a EXHIB ASSAULT RAP “A”'s, bringing up the total to 350 
yael’s industry-owning labor union, Habimah’s pillared structure also ae States . th soaeneaiaaniian vane | prints per release. Par's Alfred W. 
is expected to follow this Ameri- Serves .as the home of the Israel cents Venda I tir ater Minneapolis, Dec. 10. Schwalberg, distribution topper, 
can style of operation and possibly Philharmonic Orchestra and the coo» | bamari laid the sround.| The Minnesota supreme court as inaugurated a new zoning sys- 
introduce continuous performances Hebrew National Opera whenever week ter Matias Asneceen ve ta to has reversed District Judge C. Pp. tem for his company. 
as well. Histadruth may even try the Habimah troupe is out of town. some of his nusshers : Hall and granted a new trial to Total of 385 prints will be used 
double-features, but the new At other times, IPO may be found we , ; S- Jerome Silvers, 33-vear-old Can- | by M-G for “Battleground,” or an 
houses. like the ones now in ex- Presenting a program at one of the If plans being made by other | non Falls. Minn.. exhibitor, who increase of 80 over the previous 
istence, will be strictly limited to kibbutzim, or in one of the small Israelis are carried through, music | was found guilty of second-degree norm. “Ambush” gets 380 prints, 

“a a six-day-a-week operation. The halls in Tel Aviv, which are nor-| wont me cue oni} thing exported. | s.cault on his neighbor: 36-vear- while “Town,” a Technicolor opus, 
Hebrew Sabbath, from sundown |™ally used by guest concert artists Habimah’s trip to the States last | oid Hames L. Dalton, newspaper is up to 370 prints from the usual 

» Friday to sundown Saturday, is who are invariably billed = pe has stirred talk rs making | publisher, and sentenced to a term 345 for tinted pix. Action by M-G, 
universally eDserved, thus elimi-|“World’s greatest foremost tenor,” such treks a regular affair. But/ 4, to five years in St. Cloud re- it is said, is due to the extraordi- 

) nating what could be a late night oF “the distinguished cantor-sing- More importaitly, there is a grow- | tormatory. nary demand for early bookings 

£ in Israel. Theatre boxoffices are |@': - As in other branches of show- ing movement in Israel to produce | M. I. Hoist. Goodhue county at- by exhibs. 

‘ crowded on Friday afternoon, how- | business, the demand generally ex-/ films that could be sent abroad— | ie.” was taken to task by the) Combined with 20th’s upped- 
ever, as Israeli’s queue up to make ,Ceeds the ‘supply. . 12, or treaneged . hog hth /supreme court for injecting “high- print output is a new allocation 
sure they get seats for either of— No ‘After Show’ Life ' pe = sm _—_— a ee eee ‘ly prejudicial” matter into the plan installed by Smith. Under 
tne two Saturday night perform-! There is almost no “after-show” | lard currency. case. The court held that Hoist that plan each pic is spotted to 
ances. The second, by the way, 'life as America knows it. Night-) Not that film-making is new here. | asked “incompetent and irrelevant exchanges on a variable basis of 
generally breaks at midnight and is clubs are unknown in Israel, only | Norman Lourie has been active for | questions” and persisted in mak- prints determined by local de- 





heavily attended, despite the fact 
that Sunday is a normal working 
dav here. 

By American standards, these Is- 


rael film houses leave much to be 
desired. The seats are far from 
comfortabie, the theatre is often so 


one spot, the Comrades’ Club on 
the Mediterranean shore in Tel 
Aviv, offering what passes for ,a 
floorshow. 
numerable cafes which serve as a 
meeting place and a source of mild 
amusement for the natives. 


There are, however, in- | 


some time. 
But their films always were spon- 
sored by one of the innumerable 
organizations interested in further- 
ing Israel’s cause abroad. It wasn’t 
until a few weeks ago that the first 


So has Meyer Levin. | 


the 
defendant's 


statements to 
the 


ing prejudicial 
jury, vio.ating 


i right to a fair and impartial trial. 


,hon-sponsored film was made here | 





Rossen in N.Y, To 


mands for the particular type of 
film. Westerns, for instance, will 
be slotted in larger print quanti- 
ties to southern and southwestern 
exchanges where the oaters are in 
greater demand. 
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: : cs Under Par’s new system, 32 ex- 

smoke-filled that you need radar to| The cafes cannot serve as places,—a_ two-reeler tagged “Report | Ca t B B ll ? changes are divided among “A” 
find an exit, and air-conditioning for a late snack after seeing a show From _ Israel, which was turned S rave Duis and “B” zones. Films are released 
is a vain midsummer night's for under Tsena (Austerity), there | out by Baruch Diener, who was in Robert Rossen arrives in New during the first two weeks of the 
dream is a rigid midnight closing law. Hollywood as an adviser om UIt | vou this week t6 cast his next month in the “A” sector and the 
The film fare is predominantly Only two of these places, Cassit, on | “Sword in the Desert. production, “The Brave Bulls.’ Second two weeks in the “B” zone. 
American; few Israelis belong to!tree-lined Diezengoff boulevard, Feature-length pix are now in| which will be based on the Tom Other pix follow a reverse course 


and Zabar, opposite the side en- 


the growing State-sige cult that ; the serious-talking stage, and Ye-| Lea novel. Max Arnow. Columbia No increase in the number of 
thinks foreign pictures are better trance to the Moograbi, have wan-|hoshua Brandstatter, head of Is- exec, will join Rossen in selecting Prints is provided under the plan. 
than Hollywood product, though sled permission to remain open an rael, Motion Picture Studios, has plavers from radio and legit ranks Certain of 20th’s double-A_ prod- 
there is a strong tendency to sneer hour later. Theoretically, this is Jjaid the groundwork by beginning R xa i aie ee Oe vintiy uct is receiving unusually large 
at American taste, methods and cul- so thesps and concert artists can construction on a_ badly-needed | \: — ee oe oe Y. until quotas under the current setup 
ture. The soundtrack is in Eng- | set an after-performance pick-me- | film lab. It will be ready in March ("2 1 gorts a Pagen ig Ma yi ' 


lish, which many understand, with 
Hebrew subtitles on a panel to the 


left of the sereen. Some houses r studio and tourist attraction at to join the shooting company work- 

also utilize a right-hand panel con-|ted to make under the Tsena pro- Herzlia, some 10 miles from Tel as ae otha Qo “The teehee — ————— | 

taining subtitles in Arabic and Sram. 0 | Aviv. Bulls.” yore r pic will be sitnees rin | G t ye 

. : . Yace ~ raplivc > rit a 4 » ic lease «a } 

French, but these are fast disap-,_ Cassit is the Sardi’s of Tel Aviv. Maps New Studi a “ gee OVI. arners | 
ls lent by day. it begins t ‘Maps New Studio by Columbia under Rossen’s three- 

pearing. |Somnolent by day, i egins to anh Miia: iad ; : Me saioog 0m cea 3 o 
come to life about 10 p. m., and Another similar project is being picture deal. me Continued from page 5 soem 


Drive-ins haven’t reached Israel 
yet, despite the Southern Califor- 
nia-like climate, but there are open- 
air theatres where you can sit on 
hard benches under a pale Mediter- 


up in the form of the inevitable 
glass of tea and some ot the oogot 
that pastry-makers still are permit- 


reaches its peak around midnight, 
when the city’s showpeople, new&- 
papermen and hangers-on congre- 
gate. Since everything is on a more 


as the first phase of a three-year 
program designed to create a film 


worked out by Zvi Segal, whose 
Barnaea, Ltd.. hopes to build a 
studio down the coast at Ashkalon 
(where Samson pulled the temple 
down on his enemies) amid 


Film Critics’ award given his “All 
the King’s Men.” Immediately 
afterwards, he’ll fly to Mexico City 





Bacher Loses Suit 
Vs. Selznick on Pact 


“Prinee of Foxes.” for instance, is 
being handed 500 prints for rapid 
distribution. 











of Warner stock or 25%- of the out- 
standing interest in the chain, is 
comp'icated by many problems of 
financing and taxation, investment 


: i , per i is the . aa 

ranean moon and woo or watch, or highly personal basis at this spot, ; _ firm spokesman declared. All 
’ ia a 2 ebay nag ~. rubbli sserte we , Los Angeles, Jan. 10. : : ; 

both, as the faney pleases. Occa- ‘t is not unusual after Cassit has aged ce ocgg ge re 7 Willi ane ie ' 9175 talks, it was said, are being con- 

sionally, the night plane from closed to find a music critic and a z serve as an idea sas- illiam Bacher lost his $2.175.,- ducted directly with the Warner 


Rome drones overhead just in time 
to drown out some climactic atiion, 


concert artist standing quietly un- 
der the flickering rays of one of the 


bah” set in case anyone wants to 
take another crack at that. 


000 breach-of-contract suit against 
David O. Selznick after a trial cov- 


freres, without an intermediary. 


a : : , : ? : ie ros. C inues main- 
but no one seems to mind. And to ‘are street lights and amicably dis- lhe development of the film in-/ering 11 weeks in L. A. superior ts I eng prea ee on the 
make the American tourist feel at CUSSing the critic’s criticism of the dustry is seriously hampered now court. Judge Joseph W. Vickers ener a pi ir intial ok tg wr Se 
home, there’s the sound of sunfiow- artist's concert. by a shortage of talent and tech- ruled that the contract was not [Gently oF Ms J £9 


er seeds being cracked open, which 
bears a strong resemblance to the 
noise of munched popcorn. 


How the Cassit, or any of the 
cafes in the country, makes money 
is a source of amazement to the 


nicians. Under normal conditions, 
the top thespian salary would be 
$280 monthly—and few are quali- 
fied to earn it, 


valid, due to the fact that Selznick 
had never been handed a final 
script for approval of the script on 


sisting that it is acting as agent 
rather than purchaser. In some 
industry quarters, it was felt that 
the outfit may have initiated the ne- 


Legit fans do even more stand- AMmerican tourist. Little or no liq- dail ' Extras rate $5.60 — tory picture, “If This Be gotiations on its own with the in- 
. ie : - ssi ny Page = we ally when there is work. A g My Harvest. eas ist ; a 
ing in line than filmgoers. Of the Wor ts sold, and it is not unusual to cameraman can c os Pe Be at * tention of turning up the necessary 
five best-known legit groups, three S€€ 4 couple spend three or four os an command 911. Bacher and his Trinity Films. ujtimate purchasers. By this course 


operate out of small halls. the ours over a single glass of tea and tood — good camera- charged that Selznick had reneged of action the Lehmans could exact 
Chamber has a 600-seat auditorium 4Piece. ,men are sc@rce. on an oral contract for the loanout , profit on the shares in a resale 


in the basement of the Moograbi. 
and only the venerable Habimah 
has its own theatre, where few of 
the 1,200’ seats ever get a Chance 


Although the Cassit represents a 
combination of the theatrical and 
“intelligentsia” elements, the key- 
note is informality, just as it is in 


Unlike the States, there is no 
prospect here of drawing fresh tal- 
ent trom radio. The government- 
controlled stations provide a diet 


| was slated to 


of three of his contract players. 
Alida Valli, Robert Mitchum and 
Louis Jourdan, on the day the film 
start in July, 1948. 


transaction. 
Those taking this view were 
clined to believe that no deal 


in- 
has 


: : . ° va) re ve v2) » ans 
to collect dust. the smaller, lesser-known cafes. Is- oe mostly of music-—but | causing the loss of much money in a . Ris Baye So Pn dire 7 
Seat Shortage raeli dress is informal almost to the the et: aa lack the wit and actual expenditure and in prospec: raising a likely purchaset An- 
Adding to the seat shortage in P0!n! of sloppiness. | There is little dick 8! Ps a ied the American tive profits. other report, unsubstantiated at 
legit houses is the fact that these “dressing up, khakis being accept- eo nbeaty 5" | - scart no Jack es eee Pek present, identifies the Lehmans’ 
companies serve all Israel, not just ed togs anywhere. Occasionally, at +f just pethedh oP Ks va Sunday principal as John Balaban. head of 
Tel Aviv alone. At regular inter- 4" Opening of the opera. the wom- |) | “intelligentsia” 5 ee Parks Plays Cop the Balaban & Katz chain, a 
vals they halt operations in the ©? Will turn out in a smart frock, believe that this is . ee et om: 26 United Paramount subsid. If Bala- 
city, load flimsy sets on trucks. but the men seldom bother to “polne Pinvert: a :" better than Hollywood Jan ban’s well-lined pockets are be- 
buses and jeeps, and take to the ©hange their normal daytime ap- tr ry ytinent olan a Larry Parks shifts from the Al hind the deal it would probably be 
road, to bring their repertoires to P@rel- ae incest Poses “agent ioe + ee the Jolson influence in “Prowl Car.” because of the changed status of 
Haifa, Jerusalem and the smaller When they're not sitting in a ©. Me aaa " = “ shortwave his next Columbia starrer in which B & K under the Paramount con- 
towns. Some of the tours even go cafe and discussing politics and its rend nee rt anal all — Com- he plays a policeman upholding cent decree. 
to the kibbutzim, or communal ag- by-products, the Israelis spend a beamed t an head ae nh wading law and order without the aid of It now looks like a Government 
ricultural settlements, which dot great deal of time walking along he i o gg Services dur- an off-screen voice sntiseunt dees Gor Warners te- 
the country, but generally the kib- the Mediterranean causeway 01 ind oe see as. — to mutter Picture will be Hunt Strom- fore the New York suit comes up 
butznicks come to the theatre. down Allenby Road, Tel Aviv ° oe a pone yams net tga bring berg’s first production on the Co- for new hearings Tuesday 17). 
groups of 50 or more piling into ™4!” street. Occasionally, they Hi ~ Reset gs “2 ep ceocg tumbia lot. Parks’ assignment That is the pressure date. since it 
huge trucks for rides of up to 45 at one of the innumerable Stal wh Sa a lot of ee delays his own indie picture until is unlikely that the court would 
miles each way, to catch one of the “ hich give the acca beeige . Coney a “a . = - gence SD bh though later in the year consider the WB decree piecemeal 
troupes in one of the large cities. Island atmosphere, | to partake of press Saat - Tr to eiagaaecty. A tas Soop meena In determining which theatres 
_ Of the five groups, the Chamber S°™€ of the native _delicacies. ? randy vay : agg re optimistic must be divested from the new 
is probably the most alert. It has There are Nakniktot (any resem- “a nui se - y. one | Seana Ames at Metro chain. the Government is follow- 
unhesitatingly pioneered. with blance to a Coney Island red hot — nt . reeds has a teleset _5o Fg ing the rule that would restore 
“Born Yesterday.” for example, |S purely coincidental), Pirass ge » igtoiivec he hasn't been able 4 censvcincons competition in closed situations. 
and is always on the lookout for (plain corn on the cob), and the in- - — anyone who knows how to Stephen Ames, inactive for two Understood that a considerable 
new material and new talent. Hab- describable falilafhul. which is rap- roamed hei anyone who can tell vears, moved into ‘Metro to pro- number of houses will be lopped 
mah has begun to shake off some idly becoming to Israel what the him what to do with after it was duce a Technicolor picture based under agreement already reached 


of © a 
‘' Its moss in recent months and 


hamburger is to the States. 


connected 


on the exploits of the Northwest 


by the major with the D ef J 


premiered a new western plas Refuree Import It makes a fine conversation- Mounted Police , Principle of divorcement into 
Called “The Hostages,” which Brought to Israel by refugees piece though—-and it’s typical of Last bee rege _ OS Ames was two new companies was qdopted 
‘turned out to be “Montserrat * from the backwerd Arab land of the attitude tor ard entertainment The Boy With Green Hair” at earlies in the talks and now is 
Which closed recently on Broad- Yemen, fallagul is a sandwica They're always looking for more. RKO, firmly established 
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man turn out to be the chief crook 
again is used. 

Whip Wilson, a husky individual, 
is almost as quick on the trigger 
as he is deft with a long snake- 
whip. He is Monogram’s latest 
western satellite. Maybe but this 
picture hints he has plenty of dis- 
tance to go before real stardom is 
achieved. Andy Clyde thefts the 
picture, not doing his usual com- 
edy old character. Here he is a 
fast-thinking rancher who aids the 
marshal Reno Browne is highly 
disappointing in the main femme 


Bomba on Panther 
Island 


ling humans who occasionally 
stumble on the scene. This time, 
Bomba is tracking down a black 
anther killer, and his conduct and 
Sates help straighten out a 
brother and sister who are tackling, 
the hard way, an experimental 
farm project in the jungle. 
Plotting is old-hat but sufficient 
to hang together a lot of animal 
clips and show off Sheffield’s 
prowess as a swimmer, tree swing- 





er and jungle knowledge. Allene role while so-so supporting cast is 
Roberts and Harry Lewis are the headed by Marshall Reed 
brother and sister whom Sheffield Lambert Hillyer’s direction is 
nzids. and Lita Baron is Miss Rob- obvious. Original story by Jess 
erts’ comely maid who tries to in- Bokers and Robert Tansey is lit- 
terest Bomba romantically. Charles tle to get excited over. Wear. 
Irwin is good as a government seme — 

agent. and actors portraying the Master Minds 
natives are oKay. Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 


features Huntz 
Directed by Jean 
Charles R. Ma- 
Bert Lawrence; 


. P : duction. Stars Leo Gorcey; 
Ford Beebe directed and did the f2i)'°Gienn Strange 


scripting under Walter Mirisch’s Yarbrough. Screenplay, 
production supervision. Footage rion; additional dialog, 


: , ” : i camera, Marcel LePicard: editor, Otho 
gets in a number of thrill scenes Lovering: music, Edward J. Kay. At New 
such as a fight between a leopard York theatre ’. week of Dec. 27, 49 


Running time 


and water buffalo, a jungle fire agg, Men 64 MINS. 7 se aces 
and Sheffield’s death fight with Sach Debussy Jones Huntz Hall 
the black panther, to please the Atlas the Monster Glena Strange 
younger ticket buyers. William A. egg Mone gua eeseare ye omy Rae 
Sickner’s lensing measures up. Nancy Marlowe Jane Adams 
5b Whitey ; Billy Benedict 
rog. , - 
2 Louie Dumbrowsky Bernard Gorcey 
i a —— Butch Bennie Bartlett 
i. errr eta e ee David Gorcey 
Pioneer Marshal MR Si as5.chrekexeacs Skelton Knaggs 
. . -= Otto seakeeee William Yetter 
(ONE SONG) \ eee Ce cok. haaed 
eng a 1 BRINGS. .ccccseces M > Urecal 
Repuhite relents af Mpteiile Tasker yee. | Man, EARINE--7-00-~ inorve, Urseal 
duction. Stars Monte Hale; features Paul father ............. Pat Goldin 
Hurst, Nan Leslie, Roy Barcroft. Directed young Man Robert Coogan | 
by Philip Ford. Screenplay, Bob Wil- 
liams: camera, John MacBurnie; editor, 
Robert M. Leeds: music, Stanley Wilson. # As the lates’ in Monhogram’s 
‘rades N '., Jan. 4, °50. Runnin mae " ; prt 
Fagg vg Fa 7m unnin’ Bowery Boys _ series, Master 
ed Post se bieeae en Monte Hale Minds” fails to measure up to the 
olla ~~ PEE Paul Hurst quality of some of its predecessors. 
$ a prester....ccec. Nz es aa + ‘ _ 
Clip Pearson .....sseses: Roy Barcroft Thin plot brings off a flock of 


Damian O'Flynn 
Myron Healey 


Bruce Burnett 
Larry Forester 


trite situations in which Leo Gor- 


es teen Rav Walker CeY, Huntz Hall, et al, flounder 
PAR John Hamilton around for meagre results. Film’s 
Bartender. ..... 20+... Clarence Straight market will be limited to the 
Rodney Robert Williams jower half of the duals. 

-_ eee . Gorcey occasionally gives the 
cepespite a thin story: some ex. picture a lift. with his. familiar 
“Pioneer Marshal” in the category grammatical distortions of the 
Pioneer Marshz — ~*~ spoken word, but neither his 


of better westerns. Monte Hale 


in the title role, gives the film a thesping nor that of his supporting 


lift and, panel the whole, a the cliched yarn of Charles R. 
public Berni nag pons cst Marion. Story of an unbalanced 
ey AGTETIA: EOF Che SCriCn MAE | doctor who performs weird experi- 
ments in an abandoned mansion 

Authored by Bob Williams, the js 4 weather-beaten one at. best. 
yarn is localed around a frontier When Hall finds himself blessed 
town that’s been turned into a with magical powers to foretell the 
sanctuary for outlaws Their future, Gorcey ensconces the 
safety is insured by renegade cayant in a Bowery sideshow to 
Damian O’Fiynn, who shakes them ;eap a commercial harvest. How- 
down for protection coin but gives’ eyer the mad physician (Alan 
value received by driving off any Napier) halts the enterprise by 


Jawmen audacious enough to In- geizing 
vade the city limits. his 

Into this dangerous setup comes 
Hale, a Dallas marshal, who's seek- Much 
ing an embezzler. He conceals his | Napier’s 
identity by posing an an escaped an 
murderer. Thereafter the plot 
moves along fairly leisurely but 
picks up momentum when the mar- 


transfer 
Glenn 


order to 
apeman 


Hail in 
brains to 
Strange. 

footage is devoted to 
experiments as well as 
attempted rescue of Hall by 
Gorcey, Gabriel Dell and a couple 
other Bowery Boys. In general, 
these sequences are weak and in- 


shal gets his man and hustles out effective. Gorcey is fair as the 
of town after a furious gun bat- Bowery Boys’ chief. Hall does 
ile with the outlaws. Revolver as best he can with a ludicrous 
duel between Hale and O'Flynn is. part. Mild support is lent by 
a topnotch bit of oater drama. Napier, Dell, Strange and Jane 

Hale does a forthright job as Adams as a nurse. Jean Yar- 


brough’s direction is so-so in this 
Jan Grippo production. Gilb. 


——_—_ 


the marshal and demonstrates his 
versatility by crooning a lone tune. 
Some comedy relief is supplied by 
Paul Hurst as a locksmith. O'Flynn 
is suave and sinister as the No. 1 
baddie. Myron Healey is okay as 
the embezzler while Roy Barcroft 


The Cure for Love 
(BRITISH) 
London, Jan. 3. 


‘ , . British Lion release of London Fiims- 
is well cast as a bloodthirsty killer. Robert Donat production. Stars Donat 
Nan Leslie is adequate as Healey’s Renee Asherson, Marjorie Rhodes: fea- 


tures Dora Bryan, Charles Victor, Thora 
Hird, Gladys Hensen. Directed by Donat. 
Screenplay, Robert Donat. Alexander 
Shaw, Albert Fennell. from play by Wal 
ter Greenwood; camera. Jack Cox: editor, 


sister and supporting players meas- 
ure up. 

Philip Ford’s direction paced the 
film at a breezy clip and his guid- 





Bert Bates. At Odeon, London, Dec. 28. 

ing hand is particularly evident in ‘49. Running time, 98 MINS. 
the bristling action scenes. Ca- rtrd pia aia ann Robert Donat 
‘A BN OR Aral thc tee dele bie Renee Asherson 
merawork of John MacBurnie, Mrs. Hardacre.......... Marjorie Rhodes 
Stanley Wilson’s musical score and Harry... eee e eens Charles Victor 
Robert M. Leeds’ editing are all | Hrs, Dorbell...-.-....... Pes 
good in this Melville Tucker pro- Mrs. Jenkins .......... Gladys Henson 
duction. ey cele... ne. vremcie. Wianon 
sats ie nied aii sa eo Paehek ee Norman Partridge 
Ekidlers of the BDeask Mrs. Harrison Edna Morris 

Menogram production and release. el ae 

Stars Whip Wilson. Directed by Lembert Walter Greenwood’s romantic 
Weer: camneta Hares Newmonan AeReML romp in Lancashire comes to the 
York, N. Y.. starting Jan. 4, ‘50. Run- Screen as an all-Robert Donat pro- 
ning time, 57 MINS. nas ea duction. He is star, director, pro- 
ee eer ee audy Clede ducer and also collaborator on the 
LE OH TORN Reno Browne script. While ‘‘The Cure for Love” 
Barney teseeeeeeseasens pee ge th will undoubtedy prove to be a big 
ON ial ahcaniaie ct tight Tris Coffin Money winner at home, it seems 
VOGOHEW.. «655505006 bs56%.: Marshal], Reed a pity that the talent invested in 
eee 2 +27 59> >s Ewa Se DER wR > ydpolly Bane it should have been wasted on a 
MES 2. peat eer, Cesena es Dee Cooper production that won't do for the 
— . transatlantic market, mainly be- 
Just another western. It would cause of the particularly pro- 


have been better if most of the nounced Lancashire dialect which 
players had devoted their time American audiences won't get. 
siaying in the saddle. Mild sup- Ostensibly, this is an unpretenti- 
port. | ous production, but it was on the 
Plot is the familiar one about studio floor for five months and 
ea U. S. marshal who exercises will have a hard tussle to regain 


its negative costs in the domestic 
market. With America ruted out 
as a potential source of revenue, it 
will have to look for some heavy 
returns from the Dominions to 
escape the red. 

The plot centers on Donat as a 


time-worn heroics in cornering a 
mysterious rider who is wanted, 
per usual, for cattle-rustling. Be- 
fore the last shot is fired, he has 
routed a whole gang of outlaws al- 
most, single-handed. The _ oldie 
stunt of having a highly respected 


sergeant who returns on leave, 
hoping that the girl to whom he 
became engaged three years ago 
had changed her mind. But she 
hadn’t, and in fact, proved more 
determined and more scheming 
than ever. The unhappy sergeant, 
who had faced the bombs of El 
Alamein without trepidation, found 
he lacked the moral courage to 


break it off, even though he had 
‘fallen for another girl who was 


players is strong enough to offset . 


'go over nicely. 


billeted with his mother. 
ally, however, he accepts some 
neighborly advice; names the other 
girl, and presents his erstwhile 
fiancee with a fait accompli. His 
mother follows suit by getting 
hitched to the landlord of the local 
inn. 

In the early stages, the story 1s 
told crisply with some good robust 
humor. This pace, however, isnt 
sustained, mainly owing to loose 
direction and indecisive editing. 
In consequence the second half 
tends to drag. thus defeating much 
of the comedy situations. 

Donat makes a brave attempt, 
and being of Lancashire origin, has 
little difficulty with the dialect. 
Flis is a sound and vigorous study 
of the sergeant, which is best 
matched by an _ honest portrayal 
from Marjorie Rhodes as his seem- 
ingly hard, but understanding 
mother. Renee Asherson displays 
full measure of charm as the girl 
to whom he is finally hitched and 


Dora Bryan plays’ the little 
schemer in a hard, monotonous 
key. Best supporting parts are 


played by Thora Hird, Gladys Hen- 
son and Charles Victor. Myro. 


The Voice of Love 
(ITALIAN) 
(SQNGS) 

Crown Pictures release of Manenti Film 
production. Stars Gino Bechi: features 
Annette Bach. Directed by Carlo L. Bra- 
gaglia. Screenplay, Aldo de Benedetti; 
camera, Carlo Montuori: editor, Anna Del 
Pezzo. At Squire, N. Y., starting Jan. 6. 
50. Running time, 80 MINS. 

Fabio Morani 
Countess Luisa Diana 
Alfredo ei en 
Marcella Pallottini 
Osvaldo Bandini : 
Baron Ottavio Diani 
Baroness Eleonora Diani 

(In Italian; English Titles) 

“The Voice of Love” is an ex- 
pensively-made Italian picture that 
fails to measure up to its obvious 
possibilities. It is a case of a fairly 
novel idea going haywire because 
of story difficulties and lax direc- 
tion. While far from the best Gino 
Bechi effort, pic will find a sizable 
audience in Italian-language ,thea- 
tres because of his great bariton- 
ing. ; 

Italian producers for some time 
have been struggling to get proper 
vehicles for Bechi's fine voice. This 
is the flimsiest one of the several 
efforts because the producer or 
writer apparently decided to have 
him ballad whenever the farcical 
action dragged. Story has a famed 
baritone carrying on a romance 
over the phone with a countess 
while his butler has been carrying 
on romantically with the countess’ 
maid in like fashion. Plot has the 
singer emulating the butler and 
the titled lady pretending to be 
the maid. Yarn drags in a string 
of fake butlers. 

There is a_sleep-walking se- 
quence where the baritone sings 
as he wanders through the big 
mansion escorted by most of the 
household. Absurd on the surface, 
this has enough original twists to 
If only the rest 


Gino Bechi 
Annette Bach 
Carlo Campanini 
> Laura Gore 
wees Aroldo Tieri 
Guglielmo Barnabo 
Lola Braccini 





of the film had measured up to 
this episode. 
Bechi is in fine voice. Annette 


Bach looks prettier than she acts 
as the countess. Carlo Campanini 
is excellent as the singer’s butler 
while Laura Gore does nicely as 
the maid. Tieri, as the countess’ 
fiancee, is satisfactory, too. 
Lensing by Carlo Montuori_ is 
okay except on numerous closeups. 
which are very slipshod. Dubbing 
of speaking voices often leaves a 
lapse between the lip movement 
and actual dialog. Wear. 


Dream No More 
(PALESTINIAN) 


Classic Pictures release of (Joseph 
Krumgold and Norman Lourie) Palestine 
Films production. Written and directed 
by Krumgold; camera, Ben Ovyserman: 
music, Lan Adomian; editor, Joseph 
Elena. At Ambassador. N. Y., Jan. 6, ‘50 
Running time. 72 MINS. 

Shlomo Vollmus 

Leah Geaan 
Aaron 
Yehoshua 
The Baker 
The Work Counselor 
The Foreman 

The Haganah Officer 
The Seamstress 
Azriel 

The Chairman 
Tne BOcretary .....ce0. 
The Receptionist..... 
The Nurse 


Avraham 
Chava Alperstein 
Yehuda Ben Moshe 
. Joshua Weiner 
Israel Getler 

Claire Epstein 
Chaim Wachgold 

. Anshel Avraham 
Zilla Berkowitz 
Azriel Nekritsch 
Zvi Liss 
Gideon Baratz 
Yael Fraenkel 
Zivia Backer 


Doryon 





‘No dialog: Narrated in English) 

This film should get a_ heavy 
Jewish tollowing, dealing with 
Palestine its modern’ improve- 
ments and healthy living condi- 
tions. But it tends to go overboard 
in playing up the bénefits being 
offered there. 

Depicting Palestine just before 
the - British departure, pic re- 


‘tion. 
|ing insecure and not wanted be- 


Eventu- j 


‘volves around a Jewish refugee 


legally admitted into the country. 
Story follows him as he’s regis- 
tered and sent on to a settlement 
to become part of the growing na- 
Yarn builds around his feel- 


cause he possesses no particular 
talent. However, this feeling is 


eventually overcome with his re-| 


alization that just doing an ordi- 
nary job is fully appreciated. 

Story is told wholly via an off- 
screen narration by Mason Adams 
and Ann Shepherd. The work being 


done on the settlements and the 
organization and improvements 
shown are all impressive. Avra- 


ham Doryon, the only professional 
in the cast, handles the leading 
role capably, while Chava Alper- 
stein is charming as the girl with 
whom he falls in love. Ben Oyser- 
man’s camera presents an effective 
picture. 


The Unconquered People 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 


Yugoslav Information Center release of 


Jadwran production. Directed by Nikola 
Popovic; screenplay, Branko Copic; cam- 
era, Oktavijan Miletic; music, Fran 
Lotka: English titles, Charles *Clement. 
Previewed in N. Y., Jan. 4, ‘50. Running 
time. 93 PAINS. ; 
WH 65 eo bees eb oenes Vera Tlie 
a, Pree trie Sinisa Havasi 
Grandfather ....--cccscre Fran Novakovic 
Professor Nikola Popovic 


‘In Yugoslavian; English Titles) 

A good editing job and a run- 
ning explanatory narration are 
needed before “The Unconquered 
People” can attempt to stake a 
claim at the American boxoffice. 
Even with the proper doctoring, 
its appeal will lie mostly with 
Yugoslav-American audiences. Pic 
has little to offer in the way of 
action or character study. How- 
ever, there are seme exploitable 
moments. 

Through the lack of proper ex- 
planation, film, dealing with the 
Yugoslav Partisan resistance to the 
invading Nazis, is at times a little 
difficult to follow. Picture might 
have been more effective if given a 
semi-documentary handling. As it 
stands, the Partisan movement is 
not given the dramatic hypo to 
which it Jends itself. Battles are 
fought and trains blown up with- 
out any forewarning. Except for 
one or two instances, there is no 
indication of how these occurrences 
were planned, causing their even- 
tual happening to be of little con- 
sequence. 

Interwoven loosely into’ the 
major theme is the story of a 
young girl’s heroism and love for 
a member of the Partisan move- 
ment. Pic succeeds slightly in 
getting across the courage and 
perseverance of the people. Fran 
Novakovic .as an old farmer and 
Nikola Popovic as an elderly pro- 
fessor turn in convincing perform- 
ances. 

Oktavijan Miletic’s lensing of 
the Bosnian mountains is pictur- 
esque and _ authentic. Nikoia 
Popovie’s direction oceasionally 
shows a heavy hand, hinging too 
much on theatrics. 





Mein Freund. der Nicht 
Nein Sagen Kann 
(My Friend Who Can't Say No) 
(AUSTRIAN) 


Vienna, Jan. 3. 


Sacha Film release of Wiener-Mundus- 
Helios production. Stars Josef Meinrad; 
features Hans Olden. Susi Nicoletti, Inge 


Konradi. Screenplay Georges Creux: 
camera, Sepp  Ketterer; music, Robert 
Stolz; lyrics. Hans Werner. At Apollo, 
Vienna. Running time. 90 MINS. 


Dr. Leopold Bachmann 
Dr. Hans Re§dinger 
Steffi 


Josef Meinrad 
Hans Olden 
_Inge Konradi 
Elisabeth Markus 
. Susi Nicoletti 


Franzi iw o4 Rb Abeer Raney 8 6 Elfriede Ott 
Lola writer rere cer Helli Servi 
DEMS Uimic AoE bee Thule Senta Wengraf 

The title almost explains the 


neatly - contrived plot. Scripter 
Georges Creux has become with 
this single pic the No. 1 contender 
for the Austrian Oskar of 1949. 
Yarn of the young man who agrees 
to almost everything, including en- 
gagements, rendezvous, ete., is far 
above the usual type of this kind 
of comedy. 

A good part of its success is due 
to Josef Meinrad’s appearance as 
the Yes Man. He furnishes plenty 
of drive. Inge Konradi. the girl 
he finally marries, and Susi Nico- 
letti, one of the girls he is en- 
gaged to, costar. Both are excel- 
lent in their parts. In supporting 
roles, Hans Olden and Elisabeth 
Markus deserve special mention 
while Elfriede Ott, Helli Servi and 
Senta Wengraf round out the cred- 
itable cast. 

_ Alfred Stoeger does an excellent 
job in directing putting the play- 
ers smartly through the paces of 
this hilarious comedy. Sepp Ket- 
terer’s camera supervision Is Ca- 
pable. Other technical credits are 
on the beam. Robert Stolz con- 
tributes the musical score. always 
fitting the action, and one song 

Wenn Wir Uns Kuessen” “When 

We Shall Kiss"), Maas. 


a a 
Le Roi 
(The King) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, Jan. 3 

| Discina release of Speva production. p; 
rected by Mare-Gilbert Sauvaijon. s¢,." 
by Sauvajon based on play of De F 
and De Caillavet. Stars Maurice 
valier; features Sophie Desmarets. 
Ducaux, Alfred Adam, Jean Wa}). Fran 
cois Joux. Camera, Robert LeFebyr.. 
music, Jean Marion; editor, Roger Dwyre’ 
At Balzac, Paris. Running time, 100 MINS: 
| The King......... +++--Maurice Chevalie; 


Anne 


| Beaudrier.........+e... Alfred ; 
Mme. Beaudrier........Sophie Deamaren 
Theres ........+eseeess+s-s Anne Ducauy 
Prime Minister,........... - Jean Wal) 
eo Ee -. ae Francois Joux 
Maurice Chevalier, “The King” 
himself, bewigged and youthfy) 


looking, gives the pic a nostalgic 


air. The Chevalier charm js jp 
good evidence, and he gets 4 
chance to deliver a few songs jn 


his usual socko manner, of whic} 
the ditty, “C’est Fini,” looks like 
comer. On its frothy theme. good 
treatment and Chevalier’s pull, pie 
will please in all stateside <it, 
tions. Pic is full of a lot of 
lomatic hocus-pocus and Gallic <o- 
cial comedy palaver that could be 
cut for stateside use, for pic js 
overlong and has a_ tendency to 
lag in these tally spots. 

Story concerns the visit of 4 
mythical king to France in the 
days of the First Republic, and the 
furor it causes in the lives of 
many important diplomats. The 
King is hit in the face by a cream 


Uae 


dip- 


tart from the hands of an over. 
enthusiastic fan who turns out to 
be the wife of an up-and-coming 
diplomat. The diplomat must get 


into the graces of the King to hush 
up the scandal. This allows for 
some typical Gallic farce and satire 
as there is an exchange of nis. 
tresses, much subtle blackmailing 
and finally the King falls for the 
charming cream tart throwe) 
Chevalier is extremely able and 
charming as the King, and Sophie 
Desmarets as the charmer is ip- 
gratiating. Anne Ducaux as the 
knowing governmental mistress 
adds a fine touch of color. Musie 
is sprightly, and the photography 
has the tintype air in keeping with 
the period. Mosk. 
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Post-Holiday Biz 
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grosses in general, according to 
circuit heads, were about equal to 
the first week of 1949 or just 
slightly below. What filmites most 
feared was a very severe drop last 
week to the low levels 
vailed during most of 
That did not happen. 

A flock of pix were doing com- 
paratively strong biz last week, 
giving promise of hypoing grosses 
all along the line. Prospects in 
that respect, as a matter of fact, 
look brighter than last year, when 
only four top-grossers were in 
dence during 1949's first seven-day 
period. They were “Paleface.” 
“Words and Music,” “Snake Pit” 
and “Yellow Sky.” 

Contrasted to that currently are 
hot grosses being turned in on 
numerous engagements by “On the 
Town,” “The Outlaw,” “Iwo Jima.” 
“Heiress,” “Pinky,” “Great Lover.” 
“Adam’s Rib,” “Inspector General” 
and “Battleground.” Opening well 
but tending to slide later, although 


that pre- 
December, 


evi- 


its grosses are strong. was “Prince 
of Foxes.” “Samson and Delilah’ 
held up comparatively well at 


Broadway's Paramount and Rivoli 
and in Toronto, which was its only 
other date. It starts into more 
widespread release in a few days, 
when prospects will be better for 
judging its b.o. pull. 
Incidentally, check shows the 
New York nabes did not retiect 
the ultra-hot grosses on Broadwe) 
during the holiday peried, with 
New Year's eve comparatively very 
poor. Nabes out of town did bet- 
ter, many of them exceeding !as' 








Frozen Coin 
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dependent on films. Furthermore. 
there is no indication that TV “)!) 
decrease the demand for good e! 
tertainment in the theatre. AY 
new form of entertainment has & 
ways increased the desire for of et 
good entertainment. This desire 'S 
insatiable.” 

Johnston also said that the Me 
tion Picture Industry Counc! and 
the new Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations are presenting st ong 
fronts to Congress on tax reduce 
tion. Johnston said 37.5% of the 
industry’s income came last \e#! 
from outside the U. S. He s#d 
the next Anglo-American meeU's 
will be held “before August. ¢& 
pending upon when the British 
elections are held. 
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EN HAS EVER REACHED 





“One of the greatest pictures of 
ANY year!” says Billy Wilkerson. 
“An event in the industry!” says 
Chick Lewis. “A potential grosser 
of heroic proportions!” says Chet 
Bahn. “A contender for Academy 
Award honors!” says Jay Emanuel. 
“Superior, poignant, stirring drama!” 
says Harrison Reports. “Rates 17- 
gun salute from the industry!” con- 
cludes M. P. Herald. 


























~ek, 
evi **The best picture I’ve seen this 
ee. year!"’__ Hedda Hopper 
; "When Academy voting time ' 
non comes, it will be the 
ma." picture to beat!”’ 
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Parade of Drive-In Building 
One for Hyde Park, N.Y. 





Continues: 


Albany 
Harry Lament and four other 


Albanians will build 500-car drive- 
in at Hvde Park, the first such op- 
eration in the Dutchess 


feimnt’ 
County 








community. Construction is slated 
to start in February szcation 1s 
not far from Roosevult Estate. La- 
mont owns drive-ins at Lake 
George Valls Millis, Cingston 
Leeds é qd Pough- 
keepsie 

556-Car Ozoner Near El Paso 

El Paso 

The 550-car Bronco Drive-In 
openes 4 Abraham, Lou Johns 
an ociates near here. Ozone! 
& nmodate some 200) 
Walk-in patre 
Pian 1,000-Car Ozoner Near Pitt. 

Pittsburgh. 

One of biggest drive-ins in tri- 
state cistrict will be opened neat 
spring on main highway routes 22 
and 30. by group of local indie 
theatre operators including George 
Saittis, Steve Rodnok, Jr., William 
Pappas, Steve Rodnok, Sr., and 
George Rodnok. Saittis and Pap- 
pas. operate the Temple and Rod- 
noks own houses in suburban Oak- 
moni 

I | have a capacity of 1,000- 
Cal 

Map 2 New Canadian Drive-Ins 
Regina, Sask. 

A $150,000 drive-in to accommo- 
date 700 autos will be built near 
Regina next spring by Famous 
Players Canadian Corp. Operation 
is expected to start April 1. 

P. W. Mahon. owner of Strand 


and Orpheum, Prince Albert, who 
entered partnership with Famous 
Players. says F-P will build a 
drive-in near that city next year. 





Dipson Into Outdoor Field 
Buffalo. 
Dipson Theatres, Inc. at Batavia 
will erect a drive-in theatre at 
Pavilion near there. It is first 
ozoner to be operated by Dipson 
chain. 


3 New Texas Ozoners Open 
allas. 
Drive-in 
with James 


New 450-car Graham 
opened at Graham, 
Griffing as manager. 

New 300-capacity H. & H. Drive- 
in opened at Stamford by Hodge 
family which was organized by 
H. T. Hodge of Abilene. He re- 
tired this vear and left operation 
of 18 theatre circuit to sons and 
daughters. 

Paul « Poag is operator of 
Ceniza Drive-in opened here, be- 
ing town’s first ozoner, It has 400- 
car Capacity. 

$185,000 Houston Ozoner 
Houston. 

Construction started here on new 

$185.000 Post Oak Drive-in to be 


operated by Jack Groves. With 
700-car capacity, it will have 
restaurant and chiidren’s play- 


ground. 

Work started on new 500-car 
drive-in being built between Rich- 
mond and Rosenberg by Mart Cole. 

Piedmont, N. C., Drive-In 

Greensboro, N. C. 

Piedmont Drive-In, latest of 
ozoners here, opened on Highway 
421. one mile west of city limits. 
It has 400-car capacity. 





Largest Vermont Drive-In 
Ascutney, Vt. 

What is believed to be largest 
ozoner in Vermont may be com- 
pleted here shortly. Rene Gar- 
neau and Arthur Taylor, will man- 
age the spot, to be known as Mid- 
way Drive-In Theatre. 








| Kingsherg Fails 

















UP Video 








atm. ontinued from page 7 


throwing the into the 
courts. 

Because of the breakdown in 
talks. RKO may again revert to its 
pian to create a new holding com- 
pany in a triple-way splitup of the 
parent outfit. The new company 
would take over all partnership 


houses remaining on Feb. 16 when 


dispute 


its deadline runs out under the 
decree. Stock in the new company 
would be distributed pro-rata 


among RKO stockholders. 

Besides the Reade partnership, 
RKO has been unable to make any 
headway in dickerings for dissolu- 
tion of its interest in Metropolitan 
Playhouses, big chain blanketing 
the New York metropolitan area. 
Company is engaged in litigation 
with George Skouras, one of the 
pards in Metropolitan. 





Continued from page 7 


ie etal ENN ena 
now on order are delivered, UP 
hase added sets. Current 

ent costs in the neighbor- 

$25 but Goldenson be- 

es a switch by manufacturers 

s ethods of production will 


the $5,600- 


ve gown prices to 


In the eyes of UP’s toppers, ex- 


iclusivity in theatre TV programs 
is desirable but not indispensabie 
In- time. according to Goldenson, 
home-set programs end _ those 
shown in theatres “may be com- 
pletely different “We feel there 
is a great distinction between 
home and theatre television pro- 
grams.’ he added. “The theatre 


has a disciplined audience who is 


concentrating on the program 
whereas in the home there are 
other diversions taking place at 


the same time.” 


Hence. Goldenson is convinced 
that theatre TV presentations can 
be more subtle because of the add- 


ed conceniration. Because the 
two media could develop entirely 
differently, experimental programs 
have been pushed in the Para- 
mount theatre, Times Sq. show- 
case, to determine exactly what 
will go in flickeries. These tests 
will be continued under Weitman’s 
supervision until the field is com- 
pletely mapped. 

As UP brass sees it, theatre TV 
“would give the patrons something 
they otherwise could not get. It 
would not replace film programs 
but be an added b.o. inducement.” 
No increase in b.o. scales is 
planned, Goldenson explained, but 
upped attendance is expected to 
pay the added tariff to the cir- 
cuit. 

UP is convinced that something 
along the lines of bringing a Radio 
City Music Hall stage presentation 
to the people in the sticks is one 
of the answers to theatre TV. “This 
sort of entertainment would be 
particularly pleasing,’ O’Brien ex- 
plained. However, the national 
hookup plan is at least two years 
off. It may depend on the grant- 
ing of channels to theatres by the 
FCC. 

O’Brien will be seconded in tele 
operations by Jason Rabinovitz, 
named as special assistant on video 
matters. Rabinovitz formerly was 
with the Chase National Bank of 
, Mie & 


| 
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Divorce Means 











Continued from page 7 oe 
whenever possible, they were bled 
white before being made available 
to independent exhibitors. 


theatres had very few 
pendent. producer-distributors, 
such as Republic, Monogram, etc.” 

Under divorcement, however, 
Myers said, the screens of all the- 
atres will be open to any distrib- 
utors who can offer a good picture, 
regardless of the lot on which it 
was made. “This should stimulate 


an increase in the number and 
quality of independent  produc- 
tions,” he said. “Moreover, the 


old-line companies are not going to 
stand idle and let these playdates 
be taken away without a fight. If 
the length of the first runs is re- 
duced and more playdates result, 
they are either going to have 
enough pictures to absorb those 
playdates, or else be lost in the 
shuffle. 

“There are those who say this 
imposes too great a financial bur- 
den to be borne by the producers: 
that with aggregate revenues fixed 
by the theatre-going habits of the 
public, the producers cannot afford 
to increase their output. This argu- 
ment overlooks (1) that a small 
return on a lot of pictures may ex- 
ceed a larger rate cf return on a 
few pictures; (2) the advantages 
of a faster liquidation of the pic- 
tures resulting from the elimina- 
tion and reduction of clearances, 
thus enabling a much greater num- 
ber of theatres to play the pictures 
while they are fresh, and (3) it 
iakes no account of further econo- 
mies which are possible in produc- 
tion of pictures.” 


Those — 
playdates , 
that were open to the smalh inde- | 


BOSTON 


‘Continued frora page $) 
Secret Service” (Indie). Fine $6.- 
000 for second week after big $10.- 
500 opener. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500: 40-85)— 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th). Okay 
$20,000. Last week, “Holiday Af- 
fair’ (RKO) (2d wk), fancy $14,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)\—“Inspector General” (WB) and 


“Blonde Bandit” (Indie). Opened 
strong Sunday (8). Last week, 
“Heiress” ‘Par) and “Change of 
Heart” (Indie) (2d wk), nice $19,- 
000 after big $35.000 opener. 
Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“On Town” ‘M-G). Will snare stout 
$40,000 in 11 days ‘Malaya” 
(M-G) opens today (Wed 
Paramount (NET) 71.700; 40-85) 
—‘'Great Lover” (Par) and “Radar 
Secret Service” (‘Indie 2d wk 


Fair $11,000 after hefty $18,000 for 


nirst. 


State (Loew) (3.500: 40-85)—*“On 
Town” ‘M-G). Big $21,000 for 11 
days. “Malaya” opens. today 
Wed.), 





‘SAMSON’ NEAR SRO 
2D WK., TORONTO, 236 


Toronto, Jan. 10. 


even though much 


Top product, even though much 
on holdover, sees upsurging biz 
here, with “Samson Delilah” still 
mostly turnaway trade at Victoria. 


“Thelma, Jordon” looms good in 
three spots Iso big on second 
weeks are “Prince of Foxes,’ “On 
Town” and “Great Lover.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) 


(1,079; 959; 2.386: 40-70+—"‘Thelma 
Jordon” (Par). Good $16.500. Last 
week, “Leave Them Laughing” 
(WB), $13,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1.059: 955; 698: 694; 
35-60)—“‘One Last Fling’ (WB) 
and “Stampede” ‘(Mono)’. Okay 
$13.000. Last week, “Indian Scout” 
(UA) and “Master Minds” (Mono), 
good $15,000. 

Eglinton, University ‘FP) (1.080; 
1,556; 40-70)\—‘Prince of Foxes” 
(20th) (3d wk). Fine $15,000 after 
last week’s big $17.500. 


Fairlawn, Odeon (Rank) (1.200; 
2.390; 50-$1.20)—“‘Gay Lady” (EL) 
(2d wk). Okay $11,000 after last 
week’s very good $14,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,500; 50-70)— 
“Chiltern Hundreds” (EL) (2d wk) 
Fine $5,500 after setting house rec- 
ord at $7,000 

Imperial (FP) 


(3.373: .40-70)— 


“Great Lover” (Par) (3d wk). Okay 
$10,000 after last week's big 
$16,000. 

Loew’s ‘Loew) (2.096: 40-70)— 
“On Town” \M-G) (2d wk). Steady 
$15,000 after last week's sock 
$17,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 40-70)— 
“Bagdad” (U) (2d wk). Satisfac- 


tory $8.500 after last week's nice 
$10.500. 

Victoria (FP) (1.140; 75-$1.20)— 
“Samson & Delilah” (Par) (2d wk). 
Still turnaway biz at $23,000 after 
$25,000, capacity for first. 





Wallis to Use Frozen 
Coin for British Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Hal Wallis will produce a_ pic- 
ture with frozen coin in England 
next summer, if and when he finds 
a suitable story. 

His original intention was to 
make “House of Mist” over there. 
but the time element will not per- 
mit the property to be filmed until 
next year. 


Mayer to Rome to Huddle | 
On Franco-Italo Pix Pact 





Paris.’*Jan. 10. 
Gerald Mayer, continental Eu- 
ropean manager for the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America, left for 
Rome to confer with government 
officials there in an effort to ob- 
tain more light on a recriprocal 
film agreement recently negotiated 
between France and Italy. 

Mayer will join Joseph Hummel. 
David Lewis and Francis ‘Bob) 
Harley, respectively European 
chiefs for Warners, Metro and 
20th-Fox, who are already in 
Rome. 





U S. PIX TOP BARCELONA 
Barcelona, Jan. 3. 

In the last week of 1949. out of 
the 11 firstrun pic houses in Bar- 
celona, nine had American pro- 
grams, with such pix as “Joan of 
Are,” “Johnny Belinda,” ‘“Copaca- 
bana,” “The Three Musketeers,” 
etc. 

Out of 50 second run houses, 38 
also had American pix on their 
screens, 





Picture 
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Grosses 











SEATTLE 


(Continued trom page 8) 
84\—"“Bagdad” (U) and “Free for 
All” (U) (2d wk). Still big at 
$7,000. Last week, sock $10,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)—“Inspector General” (WB) 
and “Bomba” (Mono) (2d 
Solid $9,000. Last week, 
$14,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) ‘1,350; 50-$1) 
—"Red Light” (UA) plus Nellie 
Lutcher onstage. Good $6,000. 


smash 


Last week, “Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) 
and stageshow $7,300 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
59-84\—“Iwo Jima” (Rep) and 
“Belle Old Mexico” (Rep) (2d wk) 


Continues smash at $10,000 aiter 
wham $15,000 opener. 


FOXES’ SOLID $17,000, 





L’ VILLE; ‘JUDGE’ 156 day Affair” (RKO) (3d wk 


Louisville, Jan. 10. 
Returns are bright this week, 
with biz on upswing since “hrist- 


mas Day. “Prince of Fo at 
Rialto is setting the pace fell 
It To Judge” also is good at the 


State. ‘Dangerous Profession” is 
pulling the George Raft fans to 
the Strand. Second week of “In- 
spector General” at Mary Ander- 
son is healthy. 
Estimates fcr This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) ‘1,200; 
45-65)—“Inspector General” (WB) 
2d wk). Lively $7,000 after last 
week’s $9,000. 
Rialto (Fourth 
45-65)—“‘Prince 
Solid $17,000, 


Avenue) (3,000; 
of Foxes” (20th). 
unusually big for 
single feature. Last week, “Great 
Lover” (Par) and “Girl in My 
Heart” (Mono), $18,000), and m.o. 

State Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Tell to Judge” (Col) and “And 
Baby Makes Three’ (Col). Neat 
$15,000. Last week, “On Town” 
(M-G), sock $17,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) 
and “Mysterious Desperado” 
(RKO). Rosy $5,500. Last week, 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par) (reissues), $6,000. 


‘Lover’ Socko $23,000, 
Omaha; ‘Outlaw’ Huge 96 


Omaha, Jan. 10. 

Schedules are stili upset here 
because of holidays with new bills 
opening last Sunday. Best show- 
ings are being taken by “Adam's 
Rib” at State and “The Outlaw” 
at Brandeis. Both are’ smash. 
They are both being held over. 
“Great Lover” landed the- most 
coin at Orpheum with colossal 
total in 12 days. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
‘‘Adam’s’ Rib’ (M-G). Smash 





$7.000. Last week. “Blue Lagoon” 
(‘U) and “Movie Crazy” (MPSC), 
$4.800. e 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“The Outlaw” (RKO). Terrific 
$9,000 or over. Holds. Last week, 
“Holiday Affair’ (RKO) and 
“Riders in Sky” (Col), $7.500. 

Paramount (Tristates) ‘2.800: 16- 


65) — “On the Town" (M-G). 
Opened big on Sunday (8). Last 
week, “Holiday Inn” (Par) and 


“Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues!, good 
$10.500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) 
65)—‘‘Impact” (UA). Opened Sun- 
day (8). Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par), with midnight show, terrif- 
$23,000 in 12 days. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.100; 16-65) 
— “Great Lover” (Par) i‘m.o.), 
Started Sunday (8). Last week. 
“Ride "Em Cowboy” (U) and “Keep 
‘Em Flying” (U) (reissues), fair 
$3;200 in 3 days. 


(3,000; 16- 


— 


DENVER 

Continued from page 8) 
fair’ (RKO) (2d wk-3 days), $2.- 
900. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 
“Bagdad” (U) and “Prison War- 
den” (Col), day-date with Aladdin. 
700d $9,000. Last week, “Grant 
Takes Richmond” iCol) and 
“Blondie’s Hero” (Col), fair $7.000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Abandoned Woman” (U) and 
“Texas Trail” (Indie). Good $5.- 
000. Last week, “Free for All” 
‘U) and “Masterminds” (Mono). 
fair $4,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—“In- 
spector General” (WB) and “Tough 
Assignment” (Indie), also Denver. 
Esquire. Fine $2,500. 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) and “Holi- 
day Havana” (Col), big $5,000. 


wk). | 


Last week, _ 
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‘Malaya’ Great $20,000, 
‘Lover’ Huge 156, Philly 
In 2d; ‘Capri’ Nice 12¢ 





Philadeiphia, Jan 19 
Biz generally is good here Cons 
sidering that most pix ars in 
second and third weeks. “Majs\," 
at Aldine and “Great Lov; at 
Goldman look standout in secong 
sessions. “On the Town Ooms 
big at Randolph in third eek 
“Pirates of Capri” shapes nice 3; 
Stanton. , 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) ,1,303: 59-959 
“Malaya” (M-G) (2d wk Great 
$20,000 after $21,000 opene: : 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99 Holi- 
$14,000. Last week, big $18 a 
Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99 


“Without Honor” (UA) with Louis 
Prima orch onstage. Solid $26 j09 
Last week, “Deputy Marshal In- 
die) with Ink Spots, Cootie \Wil- 
liams, onstage, smash $35.000 

Fox (20th) (2,500: 50-99 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th 3d wk 
Running slower at $15,000. Last 
week, sock $31.000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.20 
99)—“Great Lover” (Pai Smash 
$15.000. Last week, $17.000 

Kariton (Goldman) (1.00 
99)\—“‘Port New York” ‘EL 
first four days at $9.000. Last 
week, “Abbott-Costello Veet 
Killer” (U) only $2,500 in 3 davs. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360 
“Inspector General” (WB) (3d wki. 
‘Sturdy $30,000 after great $35,000 
second week. 

Randolph (Goldman) 
99\—““On Town” (M-G) 
Big $26,000 after $36,000 
week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99!— 
“The Heiress” (Par) (3d wk. Tail 
$20,000 after $28,000 second week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99)\— 
“Pirates of Capri” (EL). Nice $12. 
000. Last week, “Daneerous Pro- 
fession” (RKO), $9,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 90-$1.20 
“Hamlet” (U). Nifty $8.000. Last 
week, “Fallen Idol” (SRO) ‘7th wk 
$6,000. 


sO. 
(;ood 


50-99). 


2 600: 40- 
3d wk 


second 





‘lwo Jima’ Brisk In 
Port. Holdover, 106 


Portland, Ore., Jan 
Holdovers are doing rea! biz in 


10 


downtown houses this week. There 
is no new picture in town cur- 
rently. “Sands of Iwo Jima.” “The 
Heiress” and ‘‘Adam’s Rib” con- 
tinue doing the top trade. “lo 


Jima” being especially great 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.832: 50-85) 





“Sands Iwo Jima” ‘Rep’ and 
“Belle of Old Mexico” ‘Rep) (2d 
wk). Big $10,000. Last week. co- 


lossal $19,000. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85 


“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) and 
“Project X” (FC) (2d wk Oke 
$3,500. Last week, big $6.500 
Oriental (H-E) (2.000: 50-85'— 
“Inspector General” (WB) and 
“Racing Luck” (Mono). day-date 
with Paramount. Stout $4.500 
Last week, “Heiress” (Par!) and 
“Mary Ryan, Detective’ Col’, 
$6.500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1.750: 50-85'— 


“Heiress” (Par) and “Ryan. Detec- 
tive” (Col) (2d wk). Good $5.500 


Last week, also Oriental. sock 
$9,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.400; 50-85 
—‘Inspector General” (WR) and 
“Master Minds” (Mono) (2d wk’, 


also Oriental. Okay $7,000. Last 
week, torrid $16,000. , 


United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—‘‘Adam’s Rib” (M-G) ‘3d wk 
Smash $7,000 after $9,500 [ast 
week. 





‘Continued from page 8) 


4 days). Brisk $8,000. Last week 
nice $19,500. 
Palace (RKO) (3.300: 55-70 


“Bride for Sale’ (RKO). Pleasing 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Traveling 
Saleswoman” (Col) plus Buck and 
Bubbles, DeMarco Sisters topping 
vaude unit, swell $34,500. 


Lower Mall (Community) (563 
50-80)—"Fallen Idol” (SRO: ‘2d 
wk). Big $4,000 after $4.200 
opener. 


State (Loew’s) (3.450: 55-70) — 
“Heiress” (Par). Fairly good $13- 
000. Last week, “On Town” M-G’. 
terrific $34,500. 

Stillman’s (Loew's) (2.700: 55-70 
—“Battleground” (M-G) (3d “k 
Still big at $15,000. Last week, 
sock $20,000. 
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UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL ie 
presents 


DONALD O’CONNOR patricia MEDINA 
ZASU PITTS - RAY COLLINS - JOHN McINTIRE 
and FRANCIS, The Old Army Mule who TALKS 


e Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN 





ao j 
nlernatlionda: 


Screenplay by DAVID STERN - Adapted from the Novel by DAVID STERN - Produced by ROBERT ARTHUR 
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ooe¢e¢ A number of other suburban — = eee 
z houses enjoy that eg ay. . 
” Frank Eisenberg, former Unitec Cl p RKO 
Clips from Film Row $ Artists salesman, joined — indies aw ar, 
¢ exchange here. it is operate y ; 
3 ; local franchise holder Don § Continued from page 3 — 

aes waste e>., | eee : sani ber of the RFO theatres are lo- atres away from production-dis;;;. 
NEW YORK Litchfield, Til.; will have 750-car| Lyceum, legit house, Oning UP) sted. bution, as most industryites 41. 


Joseph Gins. Universais branch 
manager in Buffalo. shifted to the 
same spot in Cincinnati to repiace 
Irving Sochin, newly-named sales 
topper for U’s Prestige Picture 
unit. which handles a number of 


J. Arthur Rank’s British films._ 
Willis Shaffer. manager of Fox 
Atchison theatre. Atchison, Kan 


has copped of $500 in 
an exploitation contest staged by 


Eagle Lion on “Red Stallion in the 


first prize 


Rockies.” Walter Tremor, Pheil 
theatre. St. Petersburg. Fla.. took 
$300 in second money. and Mrs 
W W Young Cal YY theatre Carv 
N. C., $200 for third. Committee 
of tradepaper judges named tne 
winners. 

Pat Patterson. head of Astor 


Pictures in San Francisco and Los 


Angeles, and Jack Zide. of Allied 
Film Exchange. Detroit. here to 
discuss product with R. M. Savini, 


Astor prexy 


ST. LOUIS 


Members of 101st Airborne Divi- 
sion made persona! at Apollo the- 
atre when Russell A. Bovim, city 
manager for Loew’s. arranged for 
special showing of “Battleground.” 
Later. Denise Darcel. lone femme 
in film, made p.a. at Loew’s State 

Burglars. who broke into the .Re- 
gal, nabe owned by George Pilakos 
copped 18 pints of whisky Pilakos 
intended giving as Xmas presents. 

Sam Pirtle, Jerseyville, [}l., head 
of Pirtle Amus. Co., recovered 
from major operation and now in 
Mexico for rest. 

Melody drive-in near Duquoin, 
lll.. was last of Southern Illinois 
ozoners to shutter for season. 

Fox Midwest Theatres will shut- 


ter its Lincoln. 1,250-seater, Belle- 
ville, Ill., until facelifting job is 
completed. 

The Roxy, Jefferson City. Mo., 


unit of Durwood Theatres. relight- 
ed Dec. 25 after being shuttered 
all summer. 

Frank X. Reller. owner of Amer- 
ican, Wentzville. Mo.. and his wife. 
booked for Holy Year pilgrimage 
to Rome this year 

Wenona, Ill., Civic Club is 
ing stock in a company to 
film theatre in that town. 
G. Struck, owner-operator 
lee, Mason City, Ill, will 
it 


se il- 
erect 


of Ar- 
operate 


Springfield, Ul 
600-seater, 


Kerasotes Bros.. 
lighted their new Town 
Chillicothe, Il. 

St. Louis Amus. Co., which 
recently purchased the Powhatten, 
1,200-seater, Maplewood, St. Louis 


county, after operating it for a 
number of years has shuttered the 
house, will reopen under new 
policy. 


A. PF. Meyer. Cuba, Mo.. regained 
ownership of the Cuba which he 
sold 10 years ago to Gasconade 
Amus. Co. House became property 
of the R. E. Carney Theatres, 
Rolla, Mo., when Gasconade Co., 
divided theatres of circuit. Meyer 
repurchased from Carney. 

Alton Starlight Corp., headed by 
Charles Goldman, Harry Beck and 


Joe Goldfarb, building 700 car 
drive-in near Alton. 

The Michigan, a unit of Fred 
Wehrenberg circuit, to undergo 


maior facelifting. 

The Butler family, Hillsboro, ill., 
theatre operators in several South- 
ern Illinois towns, plans new 
drive-in near Hillsboro. 

Frisina Amus. Co. earmarked 
$100,090 for new drive-in near 


Arthur’ 


capacity. 

Leon Jarodsky. operating Paris 
and Lincoln, Paris, Ill.. completed 
40 years as an exhibitor. 

Dean W. Davis, exhibitor of West 
Plains, Mo., is head of Conserva- 
tion Federation of Missouri that is 
attacking government plans to con- 
struct two dams on Current River 
in Missouri 

BOSTON 

“Bossy” Gillis, newly 

mayor of Newburyport, refused 


elected 


to 


grant permit for Sunday pics at 
Port theatre “for political reasons 
Gillis. recently elected after being 
out of office for 12 vears, granted 
city’s other two theatres permits 
He has sole authority to issue 
Sunday licenses. 

Exhibitors and circuit heads 
were guests of Eagie Lion at a 
luncheon to grect Edward Golden, 


a native Bostonian, producer of the 
film “Guilty of Treason” which is 


set for New England preem in 
February. 

The January meeting of Inde- 
pendent Exibitors, Inc will be 
omitted in favor of a directors 
meeting to be he'd this week. Di- 
rectors will appo:at a nominating 
committee to draw up slate of 
officers for 1950 to be submitted 
at annual meeting in Februars 


Following this directors confab. the 
members will attend a testimonial 
luncheon at Hotel Bradford honor- 
ing Al Somerby of the Old Howard 
Theatre, celebrating 50 years in 
show business here. 

Annual meeting of American 
Theatres Corp. elected Samuel 
Pinanski, president: Edward 5S: 
Canter, treasurer; Robert I. Fow- 
‘er, clerk. Directors are Pinanski, 
Canter, Joseph Weinberg; George 
B. Lourie; and Bertram A. Sugar- 
man. 

Last minute permits granted by 
Mayor Curley to Mickey Redstone, 
open-air theatre operator, to build 
two new ozoners in Hub residential 
suburbs has stirred up controversy 
here with the new Mayor Hynes 
initiating action to revoke permits. 

Hynes ordered the full city 
censorship board with himself as 
chairman, to meet’ with Redstone 
and allow him the opportunity to 
show cause why the permits should 
not be revoked. os 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesota Amus. Co finally 
closed deal for circuit on “Jolson 
Sings Again” at terms which Harry 
B. French, Paramount chain prexy, 
says “definitely were not 60-460," as 
originally demanded. Picture will 
be shown at regular scale. It was 
presented in Twin Cities for long 


firstruns at RKO theatres on 
upped admissions. 
Lyceum, legit house, back to 


pictures between touring attrac- 
tions, currently having “Spring in 
Park Lane.” 

Earliest availability for Minne- 
apolis neighborhood and suburban 
houses new is 28 days, but Engler 
brothers, who own two theatres in 


suburban Hopkins. are requesting | 


14-day clearance for®ne of them. 
Englers argue that increase of 
dualing in Minneapolis nabes 
makes it essential for them to 
have the earlier availability as an 
offset. 

Owners of suburban Golden Val- 
ley theatre requested ruling from 
Department of Justice 
right to 28-day availability which 
it requested but has not received. 


regarding . 


more foreign pictures for open 
time between touring attractions 
It used “Spring in Park Lane,” 
and has “M. Vincent” underlined. 

Kapian & Rubenstein, Twin City 
circuit owners, expanding their 
chain with acquisition of 600-seat 
Alhambra, local nabe, and adjacent 
property on which they will build 
new 1,200-seater 


SEATTLE 


James M. Hone, executive secre- 
tary of Independent Theatre Own- 
Assn. of Washington, Northern 
Idaho and Alaska, got an impor- 
tant award for long service when 
L. O. Lukan of Greenlake thea- 
tre. chairman of board of trustees 


ers 


presented Hone with $815 check 
attached to the “Oscar.” Organi- 


zation elected officers with Le Roy 
Johnson reelected treasurer: Hone, 
exec-secretary and Jack Neville, 
auditor 

John Hamrick Theatres acquired 


the Liberty and Venetian here. 
from Theatres, Inc.. and has an 
operating agreement with T. IL., for 


the Roxy in Enumclaw. These are 
former Jensen-von Herberg houses 


Le Roy Johnson, long. general 
manager for J-vH interests will 
devote himself to his own house 


in Renton. 

Henry Stevens is new 
of the Sterling’s 
filmer here. 

MOBILE 

Paramount - Richards Theatres. 
which operates eight pic theatres 
here and in vicinity. named four 
new officials to operate’ their 
houses in 18 cities in five southern 
states at a New Orleans meeting 
Elected president was Norman L. 
Carter, who succeeds E. V. Rich- 
ards, Jr. Carter will also serve as 
general manager. Others named 
are Gaston J. Dureau, Jr., vice- 
president; Maurice F. Barr, secre- 
tary, and Harry K. Oliphint, treas- 
urer. New officials have been as- 
sociated with Paramount-Richards 
people and former owners for over 
30 vears. 

Richards, retiring president. has 
sold his interests to United Para- 
mount Theatres. He is nationally 
known in film industry. 

BUTTE 

Film Row here still talking about 
opening of new Intermountain Fox 
theatre in Missoula, Mont. Inau- 
gural program featured talks by 
Mayor Ralph Starr and Rick Rick- 
etson, head of Fox-Intermountain. 
New 1,075 seater cost over $400,000. 

More Montana drive-ins are 
being started, Bozeman and Butte, 
both now building new ozoners. 

Other construction projects in- 
clude rebuilding of Orpheum in 
Havre by Mrs. Joe B. Moore; new 
theatre in Dutton, and opening of 
new house in Rudyard, Mont., by 
G. A. Gustafson. 

Orpheum’ and Lake theatres in 
Whitefish sold by John Lindsay to 
Massman interests. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


The Grand, downtown burlesque 
house. is being remodeled and will 
open as the Esquire, arty theatre 
with foreign films. The Guild in 
Toledo, recently-opened arty house, 
previously was a_ subsequent-run 
theatre. Other cities in state boast- 


Ang 


manager 
Palomar, vaud- 


ing arty operations are Cleveland, | 
Dayton, Yellow Springs and Co- 
lumbus. 


Ban, under their consent de- 
crees, on favoring their affiliated 
‘or formerly affiliated) houses, |s 
making RKO and Paramount prod- 
uct available to indie theatres in 
many areas. The indies are losing 
no time in asking that plenty of 
situations be opened to bidding 
and are apparently prepared to of- 
fer highly favorable deals to snare 
top pix. 

Thus. first and key-runs that 
Par and RKO have always had 
locked up tight are now in the po- 
sition of battling for product 
while subsequents and forme! 
slough-off first-runs are preparing 
to make a bid for top films and a 
resultant change of status. Since 
many of these houses have lower 
overheads than the former chain 
theatres, they can can make more 
favorable bids and have alread) 
won product in some situations. 

Full force of the revolution that 
is going on hasn't been felt as yet 
In the case of Paramount, which 
outfit split its theatree and distri- 
bution-production companies al 
the beginning of this year, many 
bookings were set well into Feb- 
ruary. These are being carried 
through, and evidences of change 
won't be seen until they are played 
off. 

in the case of RKO, the company 
got an extension of the time that 
divorcement was to have been 
completed. That was last Nov. 8 
However, in granting the postpone- 
ment the court held that the the- 
atre and_ distribution-production 
companies must operate separately 
just as if divorcement had been 
completed. 

In carrying through this order, 
RKO decided that it should apply 
only to pictures which were trade- 
shown after Nov. 8. Those screened 
for exhibs before that date were 
sent into RKO houses under the 
old pattern. That permitted the 
company a few months leeway on 
most new product, but the pre- 
Nov. 8 tradeshow pix have now 
been pretty well played off and the 
full effect of the new arrangement 
is just starting to be felt. 

The New York results are ex- 
pected to be most startling be- 
cause of the tough competition that 
RKO faces in virtually all of its 
key situations. With the rigid 
bonds now broken that dictated 
playoff, first by Loew's and RKO. 
top indie circuits, such as Fabian, 
Century and Randforce, are ready 
to jump in with both feet. 

In many cases these indie webs 
have houses that are equal to or 
better than the competing RKO 
theatre in both size and quality. 
They've been itching for years to 
get top first-run product in some 
of these situations and can be ex- 
pected to make a strong bid for 
RKO pix, leaving the established 
RKO houses in the lurch. 

_Typical is the battle between 
Century's Patio and RKO’s Ken- 
more, in Brooklyn. It’s one of: 
about four situations which have 
become so bitter that the Fred 
Schwartz chain has been preparing 
for months to bring an anti-trust 
sult against the majors in 
to get product for the Patio. 

Even more of a shakeup in the 
established New York order will 
come when Loew’s spiits its the- 


order 


some tairly good weeks. 


ticipate will eventually occur 
Then, with Metro product broken 
loose, the scramble will be on {\)j 
blast. 

In the few instances where 
RO has been forced to submit jt. 
product to bidding since Noy 9 
the distribution company has been 
more than a little amazed a; 
excellent terms offered by 
as against the bids sent in | 
RKO’s own houses. Distrib evxecc 
had no compunction about giving 
the films to the top bidde: 
RKO theatres are already 
to suffer. That’s not a 
that’s expected to last. howevy: 
since it is anticipated that 


he 


Cs 


sta 


Situ 














e 
RKO houses will bid just as stip 
as their competitors once they he- 
gin to lose pix and yawn for prod- 
uct. 

Bec. B.0. 
| 
ae Continued from page 4 
die of the December downbeat 
nored the seasonal trehd to 


terrific totals in both San Francis. 
co and San Diego. Did great trade 
in numerous keys Christmas and 
New Year’s weeks. “Samson” te: , 
off at N. Y. Paramount and Riva 
day-date, with new high registered 
at Par flagship first week and als 
a new second-week record ther 
Picture hit $375,000 in first two 
weeks at these houses. 
‘Foolish Heart’ Starts Big 
“Foolish Heart’ started 


big n 


L. A. Film is the next one in 
the N. Y. Musie Hall. “Outlaw 
out on popular release via RKO, 


proved so stout that it is holdover 


currently in more than 20 kevs. 
“Foxes” hit good to terrific trade 
initial week it was out. 

“All King’s Men” (Col), which 


had only a few scattered bookings 
last month, hints of going places 
once it gets into general distribu- 
tion. N. Y. Film Critics award as 
the best picture of 1949 zoomed biz 
for it on its extended run at N. \ 
Victoria, where it’s currently in 
10th week. “Red, Hot, Blue” ‘Pa: 
failed to make much of an impres- 


sion excepting in a few scattered 
spots. 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO, 


starting right in the middle of the 
pre-holiday downbeat, racked up 
“Fallen 
Idol,” playing mostly in very small 
houses, did resounding trade tor 
the size of theatres. But even in 
sessions where ranked up among 
bigger grosses, pic took in com- 
paratively small coin. Red 
Danube” «M-G) collected some ad- 
ditional sizeable biz, being also-ran 
one week and ninth another one 
“Beyond Forest” (WB) added 
substantial amounts to the total it 


had grossed in November, when 
ninth. “Hasty Heart” (WB) was 
only average in L. A. on its first 
date. “Big Wheel” (UA) ran up 
some $50,000 one week wien 
among first 10. 

Best reissue combo out on ies 
lease during the month was “Tloll- 


day Inn”-“Lady Eve,” both Par re- 
leases, although the keys were 
flooded with oldies just prior |e 
Christmas in attempting to weather 
offish trend. These two did oka) 
to big trade in many locations. 
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mise with censor demands, didn't 
go into release until five years 
later. United Artists distributed 
it during 1946 and 1947 and the 
film exhibited its mysterious b.o. 
draught wherever it played. How- 
ever, since it had neither a Produc- 
tion Code Administration seal nor 
from the 


an acceptable rating 
Legion of Decency, it was very 
limited in the number of theatres 


it could play. 

Nevertheless, it piled up about 
$2.500,000—much of it through re- 
peat engagements in the theatres 
that would handle it. On the basis 
of last week’s strength, RKO execs 
are predicting grosses of as high 
as $38,000,000. It is thought un- 
likely to approach that, but in any 
case looks certain to be the com- 
pany’s top-grosser for the year. 

Heavy take apparently insures 
Hughes a handsome profit on the 
property, although what investment 
the pic represents by this time is 
anyone's guess. Original negative, 


which took Hughes many months 
to complete and was shot and re- 


shot, reputedly ran over $2,000,000 
—a tremendous sum at 1941 prices. 
Add to that the tinkering the pso- 
ducer did to it continually in the 
five years before it hit the screen, 
interest on the investment, large 
expenditures for publicity and ad- 
vertising, the maintenance of an 
expensive organization during part 
of the nine years that have passed 
since the pic was made, and 
lawyers’ fees for battling varied 
censor boards and the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, which re- 
fused the pic the PCA seal. 

In addition to all that, Hughes 
is financing a number of pix for 
UA in return for its giving up its 
contract for release of the film. 
When he acquired RKO about 18 
months ago, he started the deal 
with UA by which “The Outlaw” 
was finally turned over to his own 
company for further distribution. 

Ned E. Depinet, RKO prexy, suc- 
ceeded in getting Hughes to com- 
promise on the film’s content, and 
sufficient cuts have been made in 
the present version to win a Breen 
office seal and a “B” (objection- 
able in part) rating from _ the 
Legion. 

Battle with the MPAA, which re- 
sulted in withdrawal of the code 
certificate and a subsequent multi- 
million dollar anti-trust suit by 
Hughes against the organization, 
wasn't over the picture’s content at 
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all, but over the advertising. Hughes 
refused to tone down shots of star 
Jane Russell’s selling points to 
meet MPAA standards. Advertis- 
ing art has been changed some- 


what now, but a number of 
filmites are expressing surprise 


currently at the MPAA’s liberality 
in the copy. 

While 20 of the 21 dates last 
week were in Hughes’ own RKO 
theatres, which put on extra steam 
for the boss’s picture, the two years 
that the film has been out of re- 
lease didn’t seem to have dimmed 
the public’s memory of the flam- 
bovant publicity campaign which 
was carried on over years or the 
desire to see the film. There was 
little difference in result in towns 
where the pic had never played be- 
fore and where it was making a 
repeat stand. In a number of the 
latter spots it turned in much more 
money than on the original round, 


partially through playing bigger 
and better houses this trip. Repeat 
cities were Chicago, Denver, 
Davenport, Kansas City, Minne- 


apolis, New Orleans, Omaha, Roch- 
ester, Sioux City, Waterloo, Cedar 
Rapids and Buffalo. 

Most phenomenal score was rung 
up at the RKO Boston, where Miss 
Russell was making a p.a. with the 
pic. Initial week’s gross was about 
$70,000—three to four times recent 
normal. At the RKO Grand in 
Chi, it rolled up $44,000 for the 
initial stanza, breaking every mark 
since the house was built. In 
Rochester, biz was so hot a second 
theatre was requisitioned and a 
private ambulance hired to bicycle 
the print between the two houses. 








EXHIB CO-OP ASKED 


FOR BROTHERHOOD WK. 


industry’s campaign for | 


| Film 
Brotherhood Week, sponsored by 
the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews, got under way last 
week with a request from motion 
picture chairman Ted Gamble for 


exhibs to cooperate in six promo-, 


tional steps. He listed them as: 


(1) Obtain 10 memberships for 
each theatre at $1 each; (2) Plan 
special Brotherhood Week observ- 
ances; (3) Arrange special display 
material in lobbies and _ stores; 
(4) Use special newsreel clips to be 
provided, including an end title 
which starts on all reels with the 
Jan. 15 issue; (5) Form. brother- 
hood chapters with theatres as a 
focal point, and (6) “Make Broth- 
erhood Week a community event 
in the finest sense of the word.” 

Week is set for Feb. 18 to 26. 
J. Robert Rubin, Metro v.p., is 
chairman of the amusement di- 
vision, and Max Youngstein, Para- 
mount pub-ad chief, heads the 
publicity and advertising commit- 
tee. Gamble last week urged sup- 
port of the campaign as a personal 
duty for the promotion of good 
will among all sects and creeds 
and as an industry public relations 
gesture. ; 
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are required to tone up rentals 
generally on a season’s releases. 

| In a sense, new system will be 
the same as the use of “loss lead- 
ers” by retail shops, which are de- 
signed to bring in the customers 
| for ordinarily-priced merchandise. 
' There is no jntention, of course, of 
peddling big pix at a loss, but, 
rather, to cop a profit while en- 
hancing the distrib’s reputation. 
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Fabian-Hughes _| 


have to make arrangements to sit 
down with him and hash it out 


at first hand, such as Fabian did | 


with Major Albert Warner and 
Jack Warner. Lacking that, he as- 
sertedly let Hughes know that the 
RKO topper would have to name 
a negotiator fully authorized to 
close a deal. 

Fabian-Warner pact was virtu- 
ally a fait accompli recently when 
Warners backed out on the asser- 
tion that their lawyers told them 
it couldn’t be done. Deal had been 
set by a handshake and was ready 
for paper when, reportedly via the 
intervention of Major Warner's 
brother-in-law, Al Leeds, it was 
decided to give Wall streeters an 
opportunity to sell the theatres 
through a stock flotation. 

Fabian, who has come to be 


| known to the trade as a perpetual 


negotiator because of his hard- 
luck in bringing deals to a con- 
clusion, Came even closer to buy- 
ing United Artists a couple years 
ago than he did the WB chain. 
In that case the papers were even 
drawn and were just about to be 
signed when Mary Pickford, UA 
co-owner, changed her mind and 
refused to sell. 

In all of his negotiations Fabian 
has had the financial support of 
Serge Semenenko, v.p. of the First 
National Bank of Boston. 
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ceed in 1950. 


with approximate 
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BEST ENTERTAINMENT 
SECURITIES 


Memo Cites Top Stocks for Profit 
and Income 





The Investment Research Department of Eastman, 
Dilion & Co., has just prepared a memorandum en- 
“Recommended Stocks in the Entertainment 
Industry” which you will want to read. This memo, 
and its accompanying magazine article by our top 
analyst, “Factors Affecting the Outlook for the Enter- 
tainment Industry,” outlines the investment picture of 
leading motion picture companies, radio and television 
broadcasters and manufacturers. 

The motion picture stock most likely to suc- 


4 favored motion picture stocks. 
5 favored television and radio stocks. 


: 1949 earnings and dividends, and yields. 
Approximate prices of these stocks range from 85, to 
32, current yields from 3% to 8.82%. 


growth possibilities of the manufacturers are discussed. 
For your free copy of this valuable memo and at- 
tached article, seid this advertisement with yvour 

or 


EASTMAN, DILLON « Co. 
MEMBERS NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE 
15 Broad Street, New York 5, N. Y. 
Telephone: BOwling Green 9-3100 


It lists: 


prices, estimated 


The tremendous 


call Mr. Brady at: 
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| 
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| damage litigation, 


| Recently U has had some difficulty 
'in garnering top-bracket terms in 
circuits on its exploitation filrs. 
In U’s case, already tagged for 
production costs exceeding $1,000,- 
000 in '50, are “Harvey,” “Song of 
Norway,” “Winchester, 73,” “‘Death 


on a Side Street” and “Deported.” | 


' Release dates of these pix will be 
carefully culled, both with an eye 
towards proper spacing and avoid- 
ing too heavy amortization ¢harges 
at any one point in the season, U’s 
fingers were burnt two years ago 
when it let loose a concentrated 


batch of expensive celludoid, in-| _ fou : 
| Arrangement in Sweden is with 


cluding a number of red-ink en- 


| tries. 
During the final nine months of 


the 1948-49 season, company made | 
only one film with a negative cost 
exceeding the $1,000,000 marker. | 
Pic was “Sword in the Desert,” | 
which is figured to gross about | 
$1,500,000. Company's _ biggest | 
earner, ‘Ma and Pa Kettle,” cost a) 
bare $400,000, but will wind up) 
with $2,300,000 in the till. ; 


“Harvey” looks to be the most 
expensive film to be made by U in 
50, with “Song of Norway” a close | 
second. U paid $1.000,000 for the 
film rights to “Harvey,” and then! 
temporarily shelved the project 
during the economy era to avoid | 
meeting amortization payments 
during its slack period. Story cost 


‘of $1,000,000 is being paid off over 
{a 10-year stretch. 


Entire produc- 
tion nut, however, must be amor- |! 
over an 18-month period 
starting with the release date of 
the film. 

Ford and Cooper will stay on at 
the RKO studio, where they are 
currently located, until “Wagon 
Master” is compléted. Negative, 
will be turned over to RKO some 
time in March, when Argosy treks 
to the Republic lot. 


Little 3 Eyes | 


Continued from page o 

















Three will not press for the right 
to buy theatres. Legalites of the 
three companies feel it would be 
hopeless since an adverse ruling 
has already been handed down. 
Instead, their argument will be, 
confined to a plea for a separate 
decree covering Col., U and UA. 
Separate decree is regarded as 
important by the three companies’ 
legalites because of iis bearing on 


exhib anti-trust actions. An _ in- 
dividual decree would have no 
reference to theatre monopoly | 


practices since none of these de- | 
fendants was held to violate the | 
Sherman act in exhibition. Hence, 
exhib attorneys would be unable 


|to tar the Little Three with same 


brush as the Big Five in treble- 





a 


Catholic Deal | 


Continued from page 3 
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fied the party providing the dollars 

as the Vatican. This was hotly 
‘denied and the true source quickly 
named for fear by officials of the 
‘Catholic hierarchy that the Com- 
‘munist press would capitalize on 
the reports to support their charges 
that Cardinal Mindszenty of Hun- 
gary and other religious leaders 
were involved in black market 
operations. 

Actually, what happens that 
an American organization that sup- 
ports a seminary or charity in Italy 
collects coin for that purpose in the 
U. S. This is transferred to the 
film companies in New York and 
they release the agreed-upon num- 
ber of lire to the group in Rome 
Both sides profit in that the Ameri- 
can companies get their money un- 
frozen and the charity gets more 
lire than it would otherwise have, 
since there is a discount in their 
favor. 


is 


Italian Govt. Okay 


Italian government okays the 
deals, considering the differential 
between the official rate of 624 to 
the dollar and the 750 that the film 
industry gives as a contribution by 
the latter to Italian charities. Many 
| similar deals have been made on 
a smaller scale with other church 
organizations and with the Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, 
which financed considerable of the 
migration from Itdiy to Israel in 
‘this manner. As a matter of fact, 
there have been so many deals of 
|all types that the U. S. firms will 
| have practically no frozen lire re- 
|maining after completion of the 
present transaction. 

Italian government also feels it ad- 
| vantageous to liquidate the frozen 
_ funds, since they constitute a lia- 
| bility against the treasury that will 


| eventually have to be paid off or | 


| renounced, Renunciation would 
hurt Italian credit. It is also help- 
| ful to the internal economy to get 
' the lire into circulation. 

| Incidentally, the small quantity 
|} of lire now frozen in Italy as 
| against last February, when the 
first Church deal was made, is re- 
flected in the difference in discount 
rates. Official rate then was 575 
to the dollar, and the Yank firms 
gave 875 to unload their hoard—a 
spread of 300 points. Current deal 
has a differential of only 126 points 


| 


|—-official rate being-624 and the 


rate given being 750. 


the Lelas group that last year fa- 
cilitated the thawing of a large 
quantity of coin in Finland through 
the printing of bibles there for 
distribution in the U. S. The dol- 
lars for which these sold were paid 
by Lelas to the film companies. 


Present setup calls for the 


building of a ship in Sweden to-' 


ward which the Americans are con- 
tributing 6,950,000 frozen kroner. 


! Whether the owners of the ship 


will be U. S. citizens could not be 
determined, but in any event they 
have dollars available. Currency 
to the extent of $1,000,000 has 
been placed in escrow and will be 
turned over to the film companies 
when the ship is finally handed to 
its owners. 

Deal provides that the conver- 
sion of kroner for the ship shall 
be at the rate of 6.95 to the dollar, | 
but the Lelas group gets a commis- 
sion that raises this to 7.2. Offi- 
cial rate is 5.18. 








Goldwyn Eyes 
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i eiememnananel | 
ed to take about five weeks and 
will be the final chore before the 
producer takes off on the Eu- 
ropean jaunt. 

Goldwyn’s wife and aide, Fran- 
ces, will accompany him east and 
to Europe. An office is being set 
up for her at Goldwyn headquar- 
ters in the RKO building, N. Y. | 

Alfred W. Crown, v.p. of Sam-_ 
uel Goldwyn Productions, planed | 
out of New York Sunday (8) on | 
a two-week trip to London and 
Germany. It is understood that | 
he’ll renegotiate the deal made 
several months ago for the licens- 
ing of distribution of Goidwyn) 
product in Germany. In England | 
he’ll discuss distribution of Gold- 
wyn films with RKO and circuit 
execs. 





San Antonio Elects Garcia 
San Antonio, Jan. 10. 
Genaro G. Garcia was elected 
prez of the Moving Picture Op- 
erators Local 407, succeeding Gor- 
don Dyer. ; 
New biz agent is John Dennis. 


| who follows William Keeler, 






‘PHILIPPINES FREEZE 


US. PICTURE con’ 


Philippine Islands, one o; 


or the 
|few remaining free markets fop 
|U. S. pix overseas, has suddenly 
| clamped a freeze on all film remit. 
j tances to the U. S. Action taken 
; by the PI government in Manila 
affects approximately $3,500.00 in 


annual revenues to American dis. 
| tribs. The Philippines has been the 
most important market in th. 
East for Yank pix since the wa, 

PI government has given no ip. 


Far 


dication how long the freeze \ jj 
last. Its crackdown follows a seyi. 
ous shortage of dollars, which hse 
become increasingly evident in the 
past year. For a long time pe 
islands had plenty of hard Yan, 
cash because of payments de 
by U.S. Government to Filipinos 
for war damages. Howeve: t 


coin has gradually dwindled 

No action is being taken by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
Reps of the various distribs in Ma. 
nila are handling the matter in an 
effort to ease the freeze. Export of 
new American films to the istands 
are still subject to no limitations 
or restrictions. 

PI government has indicated that 
it intends to put the clamp on al! 
“non-essential imports.” As a mar. 
ket for American pix, foreign dept, 
execs declare that the Philippines 
has zoomed far ahead of its prewar 
showing. Yank pix were consider- 
ably popularized during the G] in- 
flux of features in the course o! the 
islands’ liberation. 


Admish Tax 


Continued from page 4 




















ing threat to tax the movies out of 
_ business. 

“This industry pays the taxes 
which apply to all without a mur- 
mur of complaint. But it bitterly 
resents, and invokes its constitu- 


tional right to protest, being 
singled out for discriminatory 
treatment. 


“We cannot conceive of your ad- 
vocating a special tax on news- 
papers, Magazines and books. As 
a lawyer you might ponder 
whether such a tax would abridge 
the freedom of the press: as a 
statesman you would certainly 
say that such a tax was contrary to 
public pclicy. We feel, on reason 
and authority, that motion pictures 
are also an important part of the 
communications industry and as 
such are entitled to the same con- 
sideration that is accorded by the 
Federal government and the Siate 
to the press.” 











THEATRE AND BLDG. FOR SALE: W. VA 
YRLY. BLDG. INCOME $15.000; THE- 
ATRE NETS $50,000; NO BROKERS 
BOX V-1150, VARIETY, 154 W. 46th 
ST., NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

















| New York Theatres 


———- RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——- 


Rockefeller Center 


GENE KELLY @ FRANK SINATRA 
BETTY GARRETT - ANN MILLER 


“ON THE TOWN" 


JULES MUNSHIN) - VERA-ELLEN 
Color by Technicolor 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
The Great Christmas Stege Show 














a 





Tyrone POWER - Orson WELLES 
Wanda HENDRIX 


“PRINCE OF FOXES” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 





On Stage—VIC DAMONE 


——ROX Y ™...'s." 


—_—— 





Cecil B. DeMille’s masterpiece 


Samson .<«Pelilah 


Caler by TECHNICOLOR 
WEBY LAMARR + VICTOR MATUSE - GEORGE SANDERS 
LA LANSBURY > REWRY WHLCOXON 


PRRAMOUNT PRONE 
Thee a8 = 
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SANDS OF IWO JIMA 


Starring JOHN WAYNE 
A REPUBLIC PICTURE 
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“BETTER MOUSETRAP-NBC OR CBS? 








Nielsen Buying Out Hooper? 


C. Nielsen and C. E. Hooper, 


top dogs and bitter rivals in the 


as -television nose-counting field, have been having some pre- 
liminary talks with the view toward Nielsen taking over the Hooper 


organization. 
definite has been resolved, but i 


tures have been planted. 


As yet, nobody’s committed 


to anything and nothing 


t’s known that the initial over- 


Such a move wouldn’t particularly come as a surprise to those 
close to the radio-TV research picture, who have long maintained 


that the industry would best be se 


rved by elimination of the multi- 


plicity of standards and services, with its duplication in costs, etc. 

Recent months have witnessed some of the major agencies fold- 
ing their Hooper tents and embracing the expanding Nielsen Radio 
Index (NRI) service, with the recent switch in Hooper sampling 


techniques, notably on the “radio only 


terpreted by some as a “move of 


Ironically enough, without tipping the 


*”*” measurement device, in- 


desperation.” 


preliminary Hooper- 


Nielsen talks, Hooper in an address Monday (9) before the Radio 


and Television Research Council of New York, summed up: 


“You 


have a responsibility. You should examine current practices. You 


should insist on corrective measur 


performance standards for the sec 


es. You should set new, higher 
ond half-century.” 














Zeckendorf Bringing For Sale 
Shingle to ABC Board Appointment? 





In the wake of the elevation of + 
Robert Kintner to the presidency | 
of ABC, the network is now seen | 
moving in another equally-signifi- 
cant direction by adding to its 
board of directors a realty expert. 
He is Bill Zeckendorf, prexy of | 
Webb & Knapp, Inc., described by | 
intimates as “an MCA-type of, 
hustler in the real estate world.” 


Zeckendorf, who has_ probably 
made the outstanding splash in 


realty circles in the past decade, 
was the one who sold the United 
Nations site to the Rockefellers, 
who has envisioned the East River 
air terminals and docks, etc., to 
parlay his monicker and _ profile 
into magazine front covers. It 
was also Zeckendorf who negoti- 
ated the deal for ABC's Television 
Center in N. Y. 

Official announcement of Zec- 
kendorf joining Ed Noble’s direc- 
torate was made over the week- 
end. Immediate reaction was that, 
if it’s going to take real estate 
acumen to maneuver a sale of the 
ABC network, no one’s in a better 
position—or has been placed in a 
more strategic position—to do it 
than Zeckendorf. 

Those close to the scene of op- 
erations maintain that Noble is 
still anxious to sell; that Zecken- 
dorf is sure to bring along to the 
ABC board an imposing “for sale” 
sign. 

In addition to Zeckendorf the 
ABC board now comprises Ed- 
ward J. Noble, chairman; Mark 
Woods, vice chairman; Robert E. 
Kintner, president; Earl FE. An- 
derson, Alger B. Chapman, Robert 
H. Hinckley, C. Nicholas Priaulx, 
Franklin S. Wood and Owen D. 
Young. 





BAH Blueprint For 
NBC Moves On 


Aithough NBC has been marking 
time of late in bringing to final 
fruition the Booz, Allen & Hamil- 
ton administrative reorganizational 
blueprint, it was reported last week 
that the BAH braintrusters were 
Teady to advance on the web's pub- 
lic relations front. 

As part of the overhauling, the 
BAH boys have recommended a top 
Public relations man for the net- | 


| the 


Work, with a purported salary in | 
the neighborhood of $35,000 a year | 


in the offing. Candidates for the 
lop-salaried post are now coming 
under the scrutiny of the Booz 

“doctors.” 

It's also reported that, once the 
“split down the middle” has been 
Completed, with complete divorce- 
ment of the AM, TV and o & 0 op- 
erations, NBC will wind up with 
fewer veepee titles than now exist, 
Tather than additional ones. 


One Way to Do It 

Walter Kiernan, ABC com- 
mentator, in discussing Presi- 
dent Truman’s “State of the 
Union” speech, recalled a 
fellow pertormer who made 
$100,000 last year. 

The federal government 
took 70°, the state took 30%, 
his agent took 20%, and he 
hopes to be out of the red as 
soon as he can get fired. 


‘Alan Ladd?’ Yells 











TWO SETUPS T 
GAT IT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The @irade will be watching 
closely the CBS vs. NBC strategy 
(in effect two brands of philosophy 
pitted against each other) on the 
radio - television administrative 
setups. 

Actually it represents one more 
step in the ever-widening breach 
between the two major networks, 
both now laving claim to the bet- 
ter mousetrap in their bid to ad- 
vertisers, agencies and TV affili- 
ates to “come on in, we got the 








Godfrey’s 900G 

CBS and Arthur Godfrey 
last week signed a new long- 
term contract, and, while the 
network carefully refrained 
from divulging the kind of 
coin that was kicked around, 
actually the amount involved 
is unprecedented in radi>d and 
television. 

In return for being respon- 
sible for nearly $7,000,000 a 
year in billings accruing to the 
network annually, and for sign- 





right slant and can treat you bet- ing his monicker to a CBS 

ter.” . ' ’ “exclusive,” Godfrey is under- 
Wheth » NBC, with its “split stood to be getting in the 

| down the middle” technique di-|} peighborhood of $900,000 a 

|vorcing video completely from | year. 

| radio, or CBS,*with its jacked-up 


'integration, will emerge with the | 


| industry blueprint. 


|the application of the merchandis- 
|ing technique as brought into net- 
| work operation by Frank Folsom, 
ithe RCA 


} 


| by having competing teams; 
| the 
|teams working for each product— 
|AM and TV—is just as practical 
| when applied to networking as ‘it 


MCA—So NBC Has 


No. Sun. at 7 Show 


Hollywood, Jan. 

NBC found itself in the sides 
of a Music Corp. of America vs. 
William 
and the upshot was that, with less 
than a week remaining, the net- 
work was minus a show to throw 
into the Sunday at 7 (opposite Jack 
Benny) time, now that ‘Hollywood 
Calling” has checked off the web's 
program rolls. 

“Calling,’ the 60-minute give- 
away in the 6:30-7:30 period, 
wound up its career last Sunday 
(8) as an hour-long attraction. 
Henry Morgan is all set to 
move into the first half-hour (6:30- 
7) starting next Sunday (15), and 
NBC had arranged for an Alan 


Ladd show, via the William Morris 
office. to take over for the second 


| half-hour. 


Somewhere along the line of 
Whipping the program into shape 
Ladd suddenly found himself en- 
trenched in the MCA camp, despite 
previous assurance from the 
WM boys to NBC that Ladd would 
be delivered. 

To hear NBC tell it. MCA man- 
aged to convince Ladd that it 
would be something akin to suicide 


to move into Sunday at 7 and buck 


the Benny competition. The end 
result, with only a few days re- 
maining, was that NBC had no 


Ladd and show. They're still try- 
ing to figure out what really hap- 
pened. Meanwhile, the giveaway 
goes in at 7 in a 30-minute con- 
densed version until another show 
can be found. 


Enoch Resigns KTOK 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 10. 
Robert D. Enoch, general man- 
ager of KTOK, ABC affiliate here, 
has resigned after nine years in 
the post. Enoch, who has been on 
the board of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters repping the 12th dis- 





trict, has announced no future 
plans. 
O. L. Taylor, principal owner, 


‘to work both sides 


Morris agency situation, | 


|is with General Motors, Procter & 
|Gamble and Lever 
| the thinking, too, that came out of 
| the $200,000 survey made by Booz, 
| Allen & Hamilton, 
|inently identified in the past with 


' 








ultimate pattern for the industry, 
remains to be seen. But it’s fig- 
ured that the web garnering the 
| better sponsorship affiliate payoff | 
|can take the bows for evolving the 


Atlass ‘Pattern 


On the one—NBC—hand, there’s 


In CBS Shifts 


prexy, based on the 
philosophy that you can sell more 
that | 
separate 





theory of having 


emerging one unmistakable pat- 
tern—the continued dominance 
and influence exercised by. Les 
Atlass, the network’s midwest 
kingpin who operates out. of 
WBBM, Chicago. 

For out of the jockeying and 
new administrative shuffles effect- 
ed toward consolidating CBS’ pat- 


Bros. That’s | 


a firm prom-| 


masterminding merchandising com- 


pany reorganizations. tern of integration, it 

On the other hand, the Bill for two of the ‘“‘Atlass boys’”—Jack 
Paley-Frank Stanton CBS philoso-| L. Van Volkenberg and Frank 
| phy holds that the networks essen-, Falknor (the latter until now At- 
tially are service organizations; | lass’ assistant general manager in | 
that the AM-TV cross-wires are so Chi), to step into new spheres of 


operational importance. Van Vol- 
kenburg was originally Atlass’ gift | 
to CBS at a time when the network | 
was endeavoring to establish a| 
| beachhead in television. He now 
takes over as top man in radio-TV | 
sales under the integrated setup. 
Falknor moves into N., Y. head- 
quarters as veepee in charge of 
operations, which just about gives 
him the lion’s share of the organi- 
zation. Kelly Smith, on the com- 
(Continued on page 30) 


MCA Slashes Radio Dept. 


Music Corp. of America last 
week reduced the staff of the N. Y. 
office radio dept. with the drop- 
ping of Irwin Timberg and Joe 
Cates. Both had been with the 
agency less than six months. ' 

It's the second recent shrinkage 
in the N. Y. staff. Henry Gine, of 
the cafe dept., left the week pre- 
vious. 

Timberg 
vaude c comic, 


interlocked in dealing with clients 
|and affiliates that it’s impractical 
of the street 
with one team losing sight of what 
the other is doing. 

Close examination of the new 
CBS biueprint reveals that, in 
reality, integration exists only on 
the top administrative level. While 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., has been 
designated as both radio and tele- 
vision program commander, ac- 
tually there's a split from there on 
down, with Robert P. Helier di- | 
recting the AM program activities | 
and Charles Underhill assuming 
the TV chores. Similarly in sales, 
while Jack L. Van Volkenburg 
oversees the AM-TV sales picture, 
John Karol is sub-commander of 
the AM forces with Dave Sutton 
on the video side. 

But it’s that integrated thinking 
on the top—the ability to appre- 
ciate at once the needs and prob- 
lems of client, agency and affiliate 
in both media—that makes the fine 
difference, the Columbia boys 
argue. 





the son of the vet 
_Herman Timberg. 


1S 


Bernice Judis (WNEW) Vamps NAB 
As Unnecessary to Gotham Qutlet 


National Assn. of: 
prestige was struck 
the resignation of! 


over the committee’s February 
meeting in Washington. 

WNEW’s bowing out comes after 
WNEW. N. Y.. from the industry the station won two fights. At the 
organization. Move may have re=-“Battle of Atlantic City” in 1947 
percussions in view of the indie’s Cott succeeded in revising the NAB 
leading role among other inde- code which he felt would have 
pendents and the fact that program worked hardships on non-network 
veepee Ted Cott has headed the outlets. The following year, at the 
NAB's Un-Affiliated Stations Com- “Battle of Los Angeles” he won 
mittee since its inception. establishment of the un-affiliated 

Station manager Bernice Judis, stations group, giving the indies a 
in a letter to NAB prexy Justin more 


3low to the 
Broadcasters’ 
this week by 


Miller, said that “in evaluating our with their problems. 
plans for 1950 we feel that the Reasoning of WNEW in leaving 
money currently being expended NAB is that while the organization 





|ser video 
| years 


\Those Ebi ‘Jeebies’ From TV Seen 
Only Start for Ex-Radio Kingpins 


——¢ Earl Ebi 


is resigning from J. 
Walter Thompson to return to the 
Coast and set up his own independ- 
ent packaging operation for radio 
and TV programs. Prior to being 
brought into the N. Y. office to 
produce the Ford Dealers’ Kay Ky- 
show, Ebi for seven 
was one of JWT’s top radio 
producers on the Coast. 

He was identified with the 
agency’s key Hollywood-originating 
programs, including Edgar Ber- 
gen’s Standard Brands show, the 
Frank Sinatra Show, the cycle of 
Thanksgiving-Christmas programs 
for Elgin, ete. 

Then came the transitional 
when JWT found itself 


era 
stripped 


| of practically all Coast-originating 


| stanzas, except the perennial 
| Radio Theatre.” 


Stands Stronger 


“Lux 
Ebi was named 
as JWT’s Coast TV head, but with 
N. Y. the major video production 
centre, Ebi was brought in to take 
over the Kyser stanza. It was not 
only a case of transplanting Ebi 
into new climes, but into a whole 
ew sphere of operation. 

Thus, despite Ebi’s known 


im 


de- 


| sire to return to the Coast and set 


Out of the CBS executive re-| 
shuffle effected last week is seen | 


up his own packaging business, the 
Ebi resignation (interpreted as a 
TV casualty) is seen having broader 
implications. 

Agencies that for years boasted 
the cream of radio production tal- 
ent, as with JWT-Ebi, are more 
and more finding themselves 
caught in the Coast radio down- 
beat picture, with the attendant 
upsurge in video production in the 
east. With AM to TV also mean- 
ing L. A. to N. Y. for the radio 
fraternity not wanting to be sehr gt 
short, the upheaval, it’s figured, 


remained bound to find a sizeable quota bes 


into a siding. 


At 41, Stanton 
Dean of Prexies 


If any further proof is needed 
that the radio business is anything 
but static, the case of the four het- 
work presidents offers evidence in 
spades. At the age of 41, Frank 
Stanton, the CBS prexy, goes into 


ing shuttled off 





|1950 as the ‘‘dean” among the four 


| 


| 


‘alone, among the 


i\web toppers—at least in point of 


service. 

ABC president Robert Kintner, 
network heads 
than Stanton (Kintner 
is 40), with Frank White, Mutual 
prez, and Joe McConnell, NBC’s 
No. 1 man, each having a few years 
on the CBS head. But whereas 
Stanton has held down the prexy 
spot for four years, the others are 
of ’49 vintage, Kintner having only 


is younger 


been named last week. 





“ EXPAND COMO SHOW 


direct channel for dealing | 


for membership in the NAB could may be useful to smaller and non- | 


be more effectively applied to fur- metropolitan stations, it isn’t neces- 


ther program expansion.” The sta- sary to a Gotham outlet. Other 
tion’s membership fee is more than major N. Y. indies who are not in 
$7,000 annually. NAB are WMGM and WMCA. 


Cott is expected to resign from However, some indie NAB mem- 
the NAB’s indie committee, but) bers said they would stick with the 


FOR CH’FIELD HOOPLA 


Perry Como’s Chesterfield radio 
show of Jan. 26 will emanate from 
Durham, S. C., home of the Liggett 
& Mvyers Co. and will cover a full 


hour as part of dedicatory cere- 
monies over a new factory. Arthur 
Godfrey, also a Chesterfield artist, 


and Bob Hope, wil! perform on the 
show along with other acts not yet 
booked. 

Hour program will be achieved 
by dropping the “Dragnet” pro- 
gram, also sponsored by Liggett & 
Myers, which occupies the half 
hour following Como. 





Falstaff Joins Brewery 


Swing Into Radio-TV 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Falstaff has contracted for the 
Meredith Willson show through 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample Agen- 
cy, joining swing of other brewers 
to radio. Format will be comedy 
and music. 


Other brewers already buying 


said that the station is planning will remain for some time at Judge organization because it has been radio-TV network time are Miller, 


| new office and studio facilities. 


| Miller’s request. He will preside helpful in meeting their needs. 


| Pabst, Schlitz, Budweiser, Blatz. 
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FCC on 


Horns of FM Dilemma; | 


May ‘Vacate’ Longer-Hours Plan 





Washington, Jan. 10. + 


With FM broadcasters disil- 
“Qusioned, and the medium tacing 
what may well prove the biggest 
bust of the century, the FCC is up 
a creek in its efforts to put life in 
the patient. 

Commission’s proposal to require 
FM’ers to increase hours of opera- 
tion, inspired by the now defunct 
FM Assn., has met with practically 
unanimous opposition. “Don { 
make things worse,” the FM chorus 
prayed. The more irate among 
them, including Dr. Edwin Arm- 
strong, who pioneered the service, 
want an investigation. 

The question being asked here 
is “what good will an investigation 
do?” Even if the present Com- 
missioners were disposed to rehash 
oft-expressed hopes of former 
members for FM, in which mem- 
bers of Congress eagerly joined, 
it’s doubted that blame for the 
medium’s sad plight could be 
definitely fixed. And if it could, 
what then? 

If television was found to be the 
chief obstacle to FM, whether by 
diverting interest of manufacturers 
to TV set production or by closing 
out the audience to sound radio, no 
one would propose that video be 
held in check (‘even the freeze 
hasn't helped FM). Or if it could 
be proved, as Dr. Armstrong con- 
tends, that previous FCC policies 
in shifting the FM band when the 
medium was set to go at war's end 
killed the FM child at birth, none 
would want to shift it back again. 

Under these circumstances, it’s 
likely the Commission will simply 
“vacate” its longer-hours proposal 
and forget the whole thing, at least 
for a while. 

In the meantime, it won't be sur- 


(Continued on page 30) 


Pope-WINS Deal 
Falls Through 


Generoso Pope’s bid to buy 
WINS, N. Y., and convert it to a 
foreign language outlet has fallen 
through. Pope, who owns WHOM, 
Jersey City, 
Broadcasting Corp. $512,000 for the 
50-kw station, but the sale has 
been opposed by a committee o 
WINS employees who felt their 
jobs threatened and a counter-of- 
fer to buy the station has been 
made by WFDR, International La- 
dies Garment Workers Union FM 
indie. 

Under terms of the Pope deal, 
fhe Italo-American publisher and 
industrialist had an option on 
WINS through the end of Decem- 
ber, under the expectation that he 
could unload his Jersey station by 
that time and get FCC approval. 
He asked for and got an exten- 
sion to Jan. 5. Further option, 
it’s reported, would have entailed 
Pope's making up WINS’ losses. 





In Cincinnati, James Shouse, 
Crosley board chairman, _ told 
Variety that his company “will 


probably sit tight” with WINS for 
the time being. He added the 
station is “doing better today than 
at any time in the past” and that 
termination of the Pope deal had 
been amicable, since it was based 
on conditions that didn’t mate- 
rialize. 

Shouse said that the ILGWU 
purchase offer had been “unilat- 
eral’ and that there had been no 
negotiations with the union. This 


(Continued on page 36) 


C&W MULLS SHOWCASE 





ON NEW WEB DRUG AIRER “""” 


Cunningham and Walsh agency 
(ex-Newell-Emmett) _ is 
the out-of-town, single-station try- 
out technique on behalf of one of 
its drug clients, as the prelude to 
embracing a full-network invest- 
ment. 


Agency has been talking to sev-| 


eral personalities, among them 
Faye Emerson, Herb Shriner and 


Robert Q. Lewis, with the idea of | 
inaugurating a five-minute, cross- | 


the-board program (to be tran- 
scribed in New York) which would 


be showcased in a single market, | 


possibly in. the midwest. If show 
jells, it would get the coast-to- 
coast treatment. 


had offered Crosley | 


exploring | 


Sally Bensen’s ‘St. Louis’ 
As Joan McCracken Series? 


ABC program veepee Bud Barry, 
who has been giving the web a 
talent hypo with additions such as 
the upcoming Bob Crosby stanza, 
has grabbed rights to the Sally 
Benson stories, “Meet Me In St. 
Louis,” and is after Joan McCrack- 
en for the role which Judy Garland 
played in the film. Audition rec- | 
ord will be cut shortly, with possi- 
bility the show will be aired later 
this spring or fall. 

Metro, which filmed “St. Louis,” 
doesn’t contro! AM rights but holds 
the TV rights for another two 
years (seven years from produc- 
tion date of the pic). Package is 
the second placed by Barron Po- 
lan with a network, other being 
“Junior Miss,” on CBS Saturday 
mornings for Lever Bros. A third 
package, “Millie and Madge,” 
based on the characters Miss Ben- 
son created for the New Yorker 
under the pen name of Esther 
Evarts, is being scripted by Robert 
Tallman and pitched for TV by 
Polan. 





Helbros Buys 


35,240 Spots 
On Mex Station 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
In the new year's biggest deal 


bought 35,240 minute slots on 
| XELO across the border in Mexico 
ito be used up in 1950. Every 15 
| minutes 24 hours of the day the 
Helbros plug will eross the Rio 
Grande into 36 states. 

Leo Turtledove, sales promotion 
manager of Helbros, is having the | 
copy announced in both English 
and Spanish, but the pitch is to 
buyers in the U. S. XELO is pow- 
ered with 250,000 watts. 








Olivette City Officials, 


_ KXLW Execs Decide To — 
| Bury 3-Yr. Feud Hatchet 
| 


St. Louis, Jan. 10. 


Execs of KXLW, St. Louis 
County station, and city fathers of 
Olivette, residential area in the 
same territory last week kissed and 
made up and thus settled legal dif- 
ficulties that began in June, 1947. | 
At that time the station’s right to 
erect a broadcasting tower in 
/Olivette was questioned on the | 
grounds that it violated the zoning 
ordinances. | 
| Then followed innumerable 
squabbles that led to pinches at the 
tower, at the station’s offices and 
charges and countercharges. Guy 
Runnion, founder of the _ station 
who recently disposed of his inter- 
est was the storm center of the 
prolonged litigation. 

The city fathers, however, won a 
court decision and the station 
finally removed the tower from 
Olivette and erected a new one at 
Brentwood in another part of the 
county. Then the peace pipe was | 
smoked and last week C. Willard , 
Max, chairman of the Board of | 
|Trustees of Olivette said all 
charges brought against the station 
have been dropped. Those also 
brought by the station have been 
placed in the wastebasket. 





Churchill Says No | 


Britain’s wartime prime minister | 
Winston Churchill has declined to | 
do a recorded commentary stanza 
for the U. S. “for the time being.” 
| Several sponsors willing to back 
the proiected serics had been lined 
up by Barry-Enright Productions. 
_Churchill’s reason is reportedly 
the upcoming British elections. | 

Meanwhile, the Barry outfit has 
sold “Life Begins at 80,” previous- | 
ly heard on Mutual, to NBC-TV 
for a sustaining run. Show will 
be aired alternate Fridays from 
/9:30 to 10 p.m., starting Friday 


| (13). \ 


| 


for spot time, Helbros watch has | 


| 


, back to New York. 


WYIL’s Glad Hand Pays Off 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 

WFIL’s practice of meeting with 
customers and showing them the, 
workings of the station and offices | 
paid off this week. The Farm Bu- | 
reau Insurance Co. has expanded 
its program of radio advertising, 
and signed for a Monday-through- 
Friday series of news broadcasts 
for 52 weeks. 

The program, which began yes- 
terday (Mon.) is in addition to the 
same firm’s Monday-through-Sat- 
urday segment at 6:55-7 p.m. 


D-F-S Again Tops 
Agency Billings 


For the 16th consecutive year 
Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample heads 
the list of ad agencies’ gross radio 
time expenditures, according to 
data of the four webs. 

Top 20 agencies in total radio 
time billings during 1949 were: 





Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
it ne $18,708,466 
BBDO 11.068,819 


9,735,528 
8.748.036 


Benton & Bowles 
J. Walter Thompson 


Young & Rubicam 7,617,573 
COMICON 43656es ewes : 7.119,301 
Ie er rar eee 6,770,044 
Pe 6,490,496 


6.064.395 
5,909,540 | 
5.245.970 
5.064,096 | 


McCann-Erickson 

Newell-Emmett . : 
Foote, Cone & Belding 
Ward Wheelock ...... 


William Esty 6 scccsss 4,021,824 | 
Leo Burnett.......-.. 3.741848 | 
Duane Jones ........ ‘ 3,575,579 | 
John F. Murray...... 3,522,225 
Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 3,477,051 
Cecil & Presbrey..... 2,795,629 
OE =<. ic at ctiueeae 2,252,016 
oa Ea Saree 2,181,629 


In addition to network biliings, 
D-F-S placed $2,056,002 in spot | 
business for the year. The agency | 
placed more than $18,000,000 in | 
other ad media. 





{ 
| 


Storecast Spreading On 
‘Captive Audience’ Front 


With WMCA-FM Purchase 


Grand Central Terminal’s de- 
cision last week to drop its canned 
music and commercials owing to 
commuter complaints, hasn’t put a 
crimp in other plans for broadcast- 
ing to captive audiences. WMCA- 
FM, which was to suspend opera- 
tions because it was _ costing 
WMCA, N. Y., around $25,000 a 
year to duplicate its programs, has - 
been purchased by a_ syndicaté 
which will use the outlet for store- 
casting. Deal, of course, is sub- 
ject to FCC approval. 

The syndicate, which is repre- 
sented by Engel, Judge & Miller, 
attorneys, includes Stanley Jose}- 
off, president of Storecast Corp. 
of America. Latter outfit would | 
not be licensee of WMCA-FM, but | 
would buy time on the outlet on 
the same plan it employs with 
other stations. 

If the deal goes through, Store- | 
cast would beam to the North | 
Jersey outlets of American Stores, 
with which it is associated in the | 
Philadelphia area. Storecast, 
formed by Joseloff in the spring of 
1946, started with a group of First 
National stores and later expanded 
to 120 FN stores in New England. 
In '48 it went into 115 markets of | 
American Stores in Philly and 100 | 
outlets of the National Tea Co. in ' 
Chicago. This summer it added | 
125 supermarkets of the Thorofare, | 
Giant Eagle and Sparkle chains in | 
Pittsburgh. 

Although _ storecasting _ started | 
with leased wires, it has been con- | 
verted to FM, except in Philadel- 
phia. Storecast now has pacts | 
with KQV-FM, Pittsburgh, WEHS. | 
Chi, and WMMW-FM, Meriden, | 


Conn. Deal is similar to that of a 
station rep, with Storecast getting 
a commission on the business it 
inks for the stations. 


Walter Vaughn Dies 
In British West Indies 


Walter Vaughn, w.k. radio actor, 
died last week in the British West 
Indies while on a vacation trip. 
His wife is accompanying the body 





An active member of AFRA, and | 
before that a member of Actors | 
Equity, Vaughn was featured in| 


several air shows, including “Mr. | 


District Attorney,” “Gangbusters,” | 
“Counterspy” and “FBI in Peace | 
and War.” 


| AM 


| Childs 


|indie web. 


| Washington and WFODR, N. Y. 





Nat’l Biscuit Renews Two. 


MBS ‘Arrows’; Drops Third 


National Biscuit Co. has renewed 
two of its three half-hour “Straight 
Arrow” broadcasts on Mutual, but 
is dropping the third, effective 
Feb. 7 Nabisco is cancelling the 
Monday evening broadcast of the 
adventure show, but holding on to 
the Tuesday and Thursday 5 p.m. 
segments. Agency is McCann- 
Erickson. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
5 p.m. slots will be taken by 
“Mark Trail,” new series sponsored 
by Kellogg cereals, starting Jan. 
30. ‘Trail’ will be scripted by 
Max Ehrlich and directed by Drex 
Hines, with Matt Crowley and Ben 
Cooper playing the leads. Agency 
is Kenyon & Eckhardt. 


Who Gets Indians 


Games Cues Cleve. 
State of Frenzy 


Cleveland, Jan. 10. 

The next 10 days are expected 
to bring to a climax Cleveland’s | 
most hectic radio question: Does 
WERE or WJW get the exclusive 
rights to the Cleveland In- 
dians’ ballgames? 

Closely connected with the de- 
cision, according to reports, is the 
ABC option now held by WJW. | 
Should the games again go to 
WJW, it is expected that WERE, 
which recently received its AM 
license, will get the network affili- 
ation. 

Baseball broadcast rights are 
well past the preliminary discus- 
Sion stage, with all indications 
pointing to WERE getting the esti- 
mated $100,000 package plum. 





| WERE’s backers and stockholders 
|are very closely 


linked with the 
new owners of the Indians. Harry 
Small, for example, is treasurer of 
both the club and station. Don 
Hornbeck, prominent attorney, 


‘also hold much stock in both or- 


ganizations. Several other lead- 


_ ing citizens also have dual affilia- | 
_ tions. 


Interested, too, in baseball 
rights is George Creadon, presi-* 
dent of the Standard Brewing Co., 
which sponsored AM games for the | 
past two years over WJW. Crea- 
don has stock in WERE. 


WJW, however, is not relenting | 





its fight to continue broadcasting 
the games, even if this should mean 


termination of the ABC contract. 
Station President Bill O’Neil is re- 
ported matching, if not bettering, | 
financial contract offers made by | 
other interests. O'Neil has also: 
secured affidavits from the WJW- 


inspired Standard Network of 14 


Ohio stations that last year carried | 


| 
_ the Cleveland Indians’ games to 


virtually all of Ohio and sections 
of Western Pennsylvania. This is) 
the area that frequently sent spe- 
cial trains of fans who wanted to 
see weekend games. These “spe- | 
cials’ did much to boost attend- 
ance and keep the ledger well in 


' the black. 


Affidavits from these stations | 


|to WJW showed, in effect, great 
Satisfaction in past relationships 


(Continued on page 30) 


Childs, Harsch as K-F 


Labor Commentators 


Marquis Childs and Joseph C. 
Harsch have been selected as com- 
menators for the Kaiser-Frazer 
Series on the labor-liberal network. 
L will be heard Monday. 
Wednesday and . Friday and | 








| Harsch on Tuesday and Thursday 
| on the first program to be backed | dic 


by an industrial account on the | 


Monday (16). 


= y ose is William Wein- 
raub. ations to be used ar 
KWIK and KFMV. Los oe 
WDET, Detroit; WCUO, Cleve- 
land; WVUN, Chattanooga: WCFN, 


'eations until certain technical | 


Congress Asked to Up FCC Budget — 
For Next Fiscal 


to $6,914 60) 


Year 
Washington, Jan. 10. 


Congress was asked yesterday 
(9) to appropriate $6,914 609 for 
the FCC for the fiscal year coy). 
mencing July 1 next. This woulg 
be an increase of $314,600 over 4) e 
figure given the agency for the ey». 
rent year. However, it is expected 
that Congress will be asked fo 
supplemental $137,000 for the , 
rent year. 

The FCC budget was included | 
President Truman in his budge 
message which pointed out that the 
Commission will have a stiff 
ahead of it in the rield of 
research and in handling T\ \n 
plications. The increase over the 
current year is being requested 
mainly for this work. 

President Truman told Congress 
“Demand for assignment ot 
quencies, increased by development 
of new uses of radio, requires the 
Commission to engage in technica] 
research to make sure the publie 
receives the best possible utiliza. 
tion of the available spectrum. The 
increase in 1951 is primarily fo; 
additional television research and 
equipment. 

“The Commission has had to j:- 
pose a ‘freeze’ on television a; 


‘ 
ire~ 


prob- 
lems are resolved and ; 
basic work is performed. The exist- 
ing backlog of AM applications on 
hand should be reduced to normal 
by the close of 1951. The requested 
(Continued on page 36) 


WHAS Taken Of 
Bidding Block 


Louisville, Jan. 10 

Courier-Journal and Louisville 
Times Co. have decided not to sel! 
WHAS, with announcement 
Mark Ethridge, publisher of the 
newspapers, that WHAS has been 
taken off the market, and no fur- 
ther bids for its purchase would be 
considered. 

When the station was offered for 
Sale, company officials explained 
that the action was prompted by a 
desire to cut down outside financ- 
ing in its expansion program. Cost 
of setting up and operating of TV 
was one of the points stressed in 
the decision to dispose of the radio 
and TV properties. Barry Bingham 
at that time declared that his com- 
pany wanted to concentrate on iis 
newspaper publishing business, and 
did not wish to embark in the new 
TV medium, saying they were not 

(Continued on page 38) 


FOURTH ST. L. STATION 
TOSSES IN FM TOWEL 


St. Louis, Jan. 10 

WEW, the St. Louis University 
Statiof? last week became the 
fourth in the St. Louis area to toss 
in its FM _ broadcasting permit. 
The Rev. Paul C. Reinert, S.J, 
president of the university an- 
nounced that the stoppage of tre- 
quency modulation over WEW was 
due to the fact that such broad- 
casts were not generally accepted. 
The FM broadcasts at WEW began 
May 17, 1947, on a frequency of 
95.1 megacycles. The AM broad- 
casts will not be affected. 

KSD, owned and operated by the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch ‘Pulitzer, 
was the first to toss aside FM 
broadcasting. It was followed by 


Mnportant 





| WIL and KXLV, the latter located 


FM 


too 


in adjacent St. Louis County. 
receiving sets have’ not sold 
well in the St. Louis area due to 
the increased output of television 
receivers and sponsors of f\ 
broadcasts were so few and far be- 
ween that such operations were 
not profitable according to gossip) 
in the local radio field. 





FM’er Folds in Wabash 
Wabash, Ind., Jan. 10 
WWNI, FN station operated in 
Wabash for the past year by S)n- 
ate Theatres of Columbus and 
Wabash, ceases operating at mid- 


Starting date will be night Jan. 31. 


said 


Richard Pyles, manager. 


that, while the station had local 
advertising support, it was unabie 
Angeles; to enlist national advertising suP- 


port and, without this financial 
aid, continued operation of ‘¢ 


i station was not feasible, 


we oe 
al 


ac 


f 
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“PERFORMERS SING ‘SCALE’ DIRGE 





Something Historical 


Radio Correspondents Assn., 


whose dinner 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
to President Truman 


Feb. 4 opens the annual winter round of correspondents’ dinners, 


is seeking to make its affair tie in more 


casting this year. 


It is still hush-hush but the radio newsmen say they 
“something historical and tied into 
Last year they gave him a replica of the Lincoln inaugural 


to present the President with 
radio.” 


significantly with broad- 


are going 


table and two years ago the gift was the microphone at which he 


made his first broadcast after becoming president. 
work officials will descend from New 
Mutual web will also hold its annual 


Host of top net- 
York for the dinner and the 
board meeting here. Show 


will be top talent drawn from the ether waves, with NBC as the host 


this year. 
mittee. 


Web gabber Bill Henry heads the arrangements com- 








NBC Sunday Matinee (3 to 6) Sellout: 
Coin Intake Blacks Out Blueprint 


On the theory that “a sale 1 
the hand is worth 10 blueprints in 
the nebulous future,’”” NBC is will- 


ing to abandon its plan for a two- 
fisted Sunday afternoon round- 
robin of adventure-mysterioso | 
shows designed to catch up with | 


Mutual's audience-pulling 
roster. But in the process | 
“forgetting” Mutua 
latched on to some " lucrative Sun- 
diay 
the web a 3 to 6 p.m. 


re) i 


be ts os) 


sellout. 


Sabbath | 


afternoon billings which gives | 


In contrast, CBS, with the excep- 


tion of a half-hour sold to Double- 
day, 
to 6 p.m. 
network, in a bid to get off the 
sustaining hook, is profferring 30- 
minute Sunday afternoon time seg- 
ments at half the nighttime rate, 
whereas a “three-quarter of the 
night rate” structure has existed 
in the past. 

NBC has sold a half-hour (4 to 
4:30) to Doubleday, publishers, 
with Edwin C. Hill going in for 15 
minutes and Ben yrauer-Eloise 
McEihone teaming up for the sec- 
ond quarter-hour. It’s this half- 
hour of all gab that stymies NBC 
in the projected plan to make a 
dent in Mutual’s kid audiences. 

In addition, NBC has sold to 
Schulton, the aftershaving lotion 
outfit, the 4:30 to 5 Sunday period 
for a pickup of the “High Adven- 
ture” show previously heard on 
Mutual. Bob Monroe will produce 
and write the series. 

The NBC 3 to 6 score now reads: 
“One Man’s Family” and “Quiz 
Kids,” both sponsored by Miles 
Labs; the brace of Doubleday 
shows: “High Adventure,” the Hel- 
bros-sponsored “Richard Dia- 
mond” and “Harvest of Stars.” 





Allen Guester for Benny 
Cues Irony of Possible 
Show Rivalry in Autumn 


Some of the boys around NBC 
are attaching more than casual in- 
terest to Fred Allen, currently on 
the Coast, making his season's air 
debut next Sunday (15) as guest on 
the CBS Jack Benny show. 

Allen, who is confining himself 
to guest shots this year, is com- 
mitted to an exclusive with NBC, 
Starting next fall. With NBC prac- 
tically stalemated in its attempt to 
find the right kind of show to 
throw in opposite Benny, it's the 
feeling of many around the web 
that only an Allen has the stature 
and the Hooper pull to turn the 
trick. 

Thus an Allen vs. Benny situa- 
tion next — is considered en- 

rely possi Which, in turn 
would cancel ont any possibility o° 


a reciprocal one shot on Benny’s 
Part. 





2 More Hawaii Airers 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
Two more radio stations 
Hawaii were authorized last week 


is wide open clear from noon | 
It is reported that the | 


in¢ 





What He Said! 
Cleveland, Jan. 10. 
Cleveland's Mayor Burke’s 
broadcast for Embassy will 
probably never see the light of 
day. 


After Dr. I. Q. presented the 


Mayor with a scroll from the 
Mayor of Detroit, he asked 
Mayor Burke to say a few 
words. The Mayor so did, and 


then asked the good Dr. how 
he like Cleveland. 

After a strong build up Dr. 
I. Q. concluded with the fact 
that the weather—it had been 
raining for 24 hours—was not 
doing his sinus any good. 

Coyly commented the Mayor: 
“Are you sure its not the 


pr 


cigarets you’re smoking? 


No Matter How 
Duffy Calls Em, 
BBD&O Can't Lose 


Tomerrow's (Thurs.) meeting of 
the Radio Executives Club at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., will. sig- 
nificantly enough, be tempoed to 
the 1950 burning question in a ta"! 
by Ben Duffy, the BBD&O agenc, 
prexy, who goes into ’50 bearing 
the mythical title of the Agency 
Man of the Year. 

Duffy will talk on “The Outlook 
for Radio and Television in 1950” 
and the trade figures that no mat- 








iter what answer he comes up with, 


| Madison avenue’s 


“Duffy's Tavern” 
can’t lose, what with the agency's 


jinheritance, on the one hand, of 


ithe 


/ gether 
\in particular, 


‘Joe McConnell, 


Lucky Strike video billings 
(with its potential outlay of mil- 
lions), and its top dog position ei 
the radio programming picture. 
REC prez John Karol, incidental- 
ly, has initiated a move to ee | 
the four 


invitations extended to all. Karol, 
wants to expose Rob- 
ABC’s new prexy, and 
new NBC prez. to 
membership limelight. 


ert Kintner, 


the REC 


‘And in view of the intense NBC- 


CBS rivalry, if Columbia prexy 
Frank Stanton winds up at the 
same table breaking bread with 
NBC's McConnell in full view of 
several hundred radioites, it'll 
probably be heralded as the fait 


‘accompli of the year. 


| 
| 


by the FCC. One of them will be | 
_ directors’ staff and previously was 
head scripter on the Betty Crocker 


established in Honolulu by Royal 
& . Howard, recently resigned direc- 
Di 


The other will be 
Waipahu, Oahu. 

The Islands now have 1i stations 
authorized, all AM. 


located in 


of engineering for the NAB. | 


| Madeleine 


for ' Kendall Clarke, both of whom re- 





Josephine Lyons, Lewis 


To CBS Scripting Staff 


Josephine Lyons and Draper 


| Lewis have joined the CBS pro- 


replacing 
William 


gram writing division, 
Winslow and 


signed. 


Miss Lyons was on ABC-TY’s 


show. Lewis has been with CBS 
twice before, having left once to 
join the army and again on a spe- 
cial army assignment in Germany 
for two years. 


network presidents to- | 
at tomorrow’s lunch, with | 


‘NOW WILLING TO 
GRAB ANYTHING 


Unemployment has become the 
radio performer’s Number 1 prob- 





lem. Announcers, singers and 
actors are chanting the no-dough 
blues. 

An accountant, who specializes 


in preparing tax returns for AFRA 
members, reveals that almost all 
eR clients had suffered great 
come declines in 1949. 
seen their annual take cut 50°o. 
;}Only a handful, who had gotten 
new and lucrative jobs, had in- 
creased earnings. 

Evidence of the ieaner pickin’s 
is the drying up of overscale jobs. 
Auditions for freelance announcing 
jobs at the AFRA minimum draw 
familiar names. While many of 
the more prominent announcers 
can command higher fees on some 
| assignments, they are willing to 
work for scale on others. Many 
an in-demand actor reports no 
over-scale jobs during °49. 

“We're willing to take 
| job,” performers explain, 


a scale 


so 


l the 


he situation is ‘2uey 
add that a dias doesn’t buy as 
much as it once did, that openings 
are few and far between, that more 
| people are coming into a shrink- 
ing industry. “Standby,” publica- 
tion of the N. Y. AFRA local, list- 
ed 66 new members or transferees 
| from other 4A’s unions In one two- 
| week period last summer. 

In the spring of 1948, when con- 
ditions were better, a U. S. Dept. 
|of Labor survey showed one out 
‘of every four radio actors totally 
unemployed—eight times the rate 
for the general population. AFRA 
reports that 85° of its members 
had annual earnings of less than 
$2,000. Today, Afrans claim, the 
situation is worsening as job op- 
portunities dwindle. Networks are 
filling time with band remotes, disk 
shows and audience participation- 
ers, Slashing the available market. 
Conflicts between calls for two 
shows, once a bugaboo, are now 
rare occurrences. 

It’s also pointed out that TV is 


tight. ” 


hurting, rather than helping. The 
uncertainties raised by tele, as well 


as actual losses, have made the 
webs cautious and hesitant. These 
doubts are reflected in the tougher 
job outlook. 

Ironically, the tighter economic 
picture comes at a time when 
radioites are growing older and 
getting more family and financial 
responsibilities. They're grabbing 
for all the jobs they can get, as a 
hedge against an uncertain tomor- | 
row. 


P&G Soaps Up 
Fringe Markets 


CBS is grabbing itself a fat 
chunk of additional afternoon bill- 
ings, as result of a switch in day- 
time programming policy on the 
part of Procter & Gamble, radio’s 
top bankroller. 

P & G, which usually concerns 
itself more with the high franchise 
markets (bypassing the fringe ter- 
ritories), has decided to go full net- 
work on five of its CBS daytime 
serials starting Feb. 13. In each 
instance it represents about 50 ad- 
‘ditional outlets, in smaller mar- 
kets. 

Shows affected are “Big Sister,” 
“Ma Perkins,” “Perry Mason,” 
“Guilding Light” and “Young Doc- 
tor Malone.” 

Oddly enough, a good portion of 
new CBS business in recent weeks 
has come, not from sale of shows, 
but from the “‘let’s-go-full-network” 
attitude on the part of clients. De- 
cision of General Foods to spread 
out on “Gangbusters;” the CBS 
maneuver in effecting a Bab-O re- 
alignment of shows permitting Co- 
lumbia to inherit some of NBC's 
daytime billings, along with the 
latest P & G expansion, have been 
major factors in the penetration of 
sunbeams into the 19th floor sales 
;cubbyholes at CBS. 





in- | 
Many had | 


“becouse | 
it’s still a Bving wage and be ‘Se | 
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Stations Crack Down or Cuffo Time; 


Florida B'casters in Organized Gangup 





Force of Habit 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 

Being a veteran of radio, 
sponsors and agencies, it was 
probably a psychological reflex 
on the part of Bill Be« The 
local commentator-proaucer on 
his Pitt Parade television show 
on WDTV was describing the 
swearing in of Mayor Law- 
rence for his second term. The 
jurist presiding ever the cere 


mony was Judge A. Marsha: 
Thompson of the Common 
Pleas Court. 

Ree kept referring to him 


Judg' ge Jd. Walter Thompson. — 


a Sees 
Bis TV Future 





Tn Lever Bros. 


For some time it’s been recog- 
nized in high network and agency 
circles that the lion’s share of TV 
sponsorship coin will ultimately 
come from the same handful of 
major bankrollers who have been 
pouring millions annually into ra- 
dio’s coffers, namely Lever Bros., 
Procter & Gamble, General Foods, 


etc. 
Last week the head man of 
Lever Bros... Charles Luckman, 


practically clinched the contention, 
when at a press conference in N. Y. 
he revealed how TV, as envisioned 
for the future, played such an im- 
portant role in che decision to in- 
tegrate the whole Lever operation 
into a» New York setup (The 
overall Lever project encails a 
$55,000,000 expansion program 
over the next three years, in addi- 
tion to the building of the new 
$6,000,000 Lever House on Park 
Avenue). It was chiefly to permit 
for a closer association with video 
execs that inspired the company to 
concentrate its business and pro- 
motional activities in Manhattan, 
Luckman disclosed. 

He further revealed that, even at 
this early stage of TV, Levers will 
spend about $2,000,000 this year 
on television programming. 


INDUSTRY PIC TO GET 
_ 306 WALDORF SENDOFF 


March 1 was set Monday 
{the date for the preem of “Light- 
ning That Talks,” the All Radio 
Presentation Committee’s sound 
‘film. A thousand business leaders 
will be invited to 
dinner 
the screening. 

New York preem committee in- 
cludes Lew Avery, of Avery-Kno- 
del, finances; Charles P. Hammond, 
NBC, invitations; Maurice Mitch- 
ell, Broadcast Advertising Bureau, 
arrangements; Joe Creamer, WOR, 
publicity - promotion. Broadcast 
Music, Ine., will furnish entertain- 
ment. Budget of $30,000 has been 
allocated for the event. 


Hudes’ 3-Month Jaunt 
On ‘Baedeker of Air’ 


Ted Hudes sails on the S. S. 
America next Tuesday (17) for a 
three-month tour of European 
countries, during which he'll tape- 
record a 13-week series of radio 
shows to be called “Baedeker of 
the Air.” 

Hudes will visit France, Belgium, 
Italy, Holland, England and _ pos- 
sibly Switzerland to get the pulse 
of European thinking, habits, ad- 
justment to postwar economy, etc. 
He’!! also work in cooperation with 
ihe Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration (Marshall Plan) and re- 
cord some special Holy Year pro- 
; ramming in Rome. 





(9) as 





| Ticklish Issue 


| this 


cocktails and | 
at the Waldorf-Astoria for | 


By BERT BRILLER 


| Feeling a tighter economie 

; pinch, stations are beginning to 
| crack down on requests for cuffe 
| time from organizations such as the 
| heart, cancer and polio founda- 
| tions. The first concerted drive to 
| curb t! \ time bids has been 
| launched ~y the Florida Assn. of 
| Broadcasters. Move has aroused 
| the ire of those groups which rely 
| on free airings of their public serv- 
| ice programs to get across the 
| fund-raising messages. 
| FAB’'s public service committee 
(is circularizing the service outfits 
| with a letter and questionnaire 
asking information to be “passed 
along to member stations who will 
use it in determining whether such 
programs should be continued as 
publie service broadcasts without 
charge or should be eliminated 
from their broadcast schedules.” 

The qtiestionnaire asks whether 
performers, producers, writers, re- 
cording services, processing, ad- 
vertising agency or others are paid, 
It requests cost per program, an- 
nual expenditure for the series, 
source of funds and whether any 
other advertising media are reim- 
bursed. 

Att.ched is a FAB resolution. 
passea last May, scoring time re- 
quests by government agencies and 
urging members to “provide broad- 
cast time without charge to such 
agencies only when such agencies 
are unable to pay for and do not 
pay for other related services, such 
as arusts’ fees, writers’ fees, tran- 
scription costs, other advertising 
medium, administration § salaries 
and costs and other related costs.” 

The resolution declares: “Solici- 
tations by numerous government 
agencies are steadily increasing for 
‘free time’ for such activities as 
Army, Navy and Marine recruit- 
ing. social security, Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue, ad infiinitum, un- 
der which the ever-present threat 
of FCC disapproval is subtly ex- 
ploited by presenting such solici- 
tations in the guise of ‘public serve 
ice.’ It adds: “Devoid of this ap- 
prehension of FCC. disapproval, 
there exists no more reason for 
the complimentary furnishing to 
government agencies of a show 
produced by broadcasters at great 
cost than there exists for any other 
manufacturer or producer to fur- 
nish his product without cost.” 





Welfare outfits recognize that 
lumping of public service 
shows with government §airers 
raises a ticklish issue. They are 
(Continued on page 38) 


The Right to Comment On 
Criminal Cases Okayed 
By Supreme Court Stand 


Washington, Jan. 10. 

The Maryland Court of Appeals 
decision, approving wide right to 
comment on criminal cases by ra- 
dio stations, was in effect upheld 
today (10) by the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s refusal to review the de- 
cision. 

The Maryland court had thrown 
out, as unconstitutional, a ban on 
the publication of some types of 
crime news between time of arrest 
and trial. Bin had been put into 
the code the Baitimore city 
courts. 

Last year all Baltimore 
stations challenged 
broadcast that a man accused of 
slaying a: il-vear-old girl had 
been captured, had confessed and 
a’so had a prior criminal record. 
Tic Baltimore courts claimed this 
jeopardized the prisoner's right to 
a fair tria! and found the radio sta- 
tions guilty of contempt of court. 

Although the Supreme Court 
normally turns thumbs down on a 
case in a single sentence, Justice 
Felix Frankfurter took the rare 
action of writing an opinion. In it 
he declared that the action of the 
High Court in refusing te hear an 
appeal did not mean it endorsed 
_the verdict of the Maryland Court 
‘of Appeals. 
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NBC's 
Seen Playing 


Sat. Nite Block Booking 


Chi TV Conference 
Speakers Being Set 


Chicago, Jan. 10 


| Additional speakers lined up for 
to all S 0 ‘the March 6-8 second National 
, Television Conference include Rob- 


lert Swezey, g.m. of WDSU-TV, 





Washington, Jan. 10. + 


From all indications it looks like ,,. " 
NBC really stuck its foot in it Cincy Studies TV 


when it initiated a move last week 
to sew up the two-and-a-half-hour | 
Saturday night 8 to 10:30 TV seg- 
ments on its affiliates’ schedules. 

DuMont, which has network am- 
bitions of its own (reports are that 
the outfit is getting set for an all- 
out, affiliate drive), immediately 
registered charges of monopely 
and won the support of the other 
networks as well. Sentiment ap- 
pears to be that the FCC has been 
given provocation to step in and 
initiate steps toward divorcing the 
manufacturing arm of video from 
the programming side, since NBC, 
in effect, is flaunting its riches in 
a bid to wrap up station time with- 
out consideration of the program- 
ming elements. 

NBC's original offer for buying 
time on the affiliates did not de- 
tail its programming plans for the 
Saturday night spread. Since then 
the.web has decided to fill the 
time with a half-hour variety show, 
to simulate a N. Y. nitery floor- 
snow; an hour of film, to represen 
the average American family’s Sat- 
urday night at a nabe filmery, and 
a return of last year’s ‘“‘Broadway 
Revue” to fill the remaining hour. 

“Revue” was sponsored last year 
by Admiral and has been under 
option by NBC since it went off the 
air. Max Liebman would again 
produce, with Sid Caesar repeat- 
ing as star. Imogene Coca may also 
appear on the program again but 

(Continued on page 36) | 


WNBT Sets Midget Auto 
Races for Sat. Nite Client; 
Harry Hershfield Show 


WNBT, N. Y. flagship station of 
the NBC web, wrapped up its Sat- 
urday night programming schedule 
this week by pacting with Teldisco | 
for hour-long pickups of the Kings- , 
bridge Armory stock car races. | 
Events will be aired each Satur- 
day night from 10:30 to 11:30, start- 
ing this week (14), and will fol-| 
low the two-and-a-half-hour net- 
work program spread being launch- 
ed Feb. 3. 

Races will feature 
midget autos in the 


= 





souped-up 
indoor rink 








|_New Orleans, Monte Fassnacht, 


i\director of Malcolm-Howard 
|agency, Joe Betzer of Sarra, Jerry 
Campbell! of Campbell-Cahill films. 
| Set previously were Robert H. 


Impact on Educ’n 


Cincinnati, Jan. 10. 


A study is being made in 14 
Greater Cincinnati high schools to 
determine interest and attitudes of 
the administrators and teachers in 
television as an educational] aid. 

{f preliminary questionnaires in- 
dicate sufficient possibility, sets 
will be installed in some of the 
schools and specially designed pro- 
grams for in-school-viewing will be 
inaugurated to further test effec- 
tiveness of video. 

Study is being conducted under 
a fellowship established at the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati a year ago. 
It was made possible through fi- 
nancial support of the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. and is being ad- 
ministered through UC Teachers 
College. 





Mills, 


Cecil & Presbrey Gets 
A Video Hypo as Foley 
Joins Tom Maloney 


Geo’ F. Foley, Jr., this week 
ankled ihe Cunningham & Walsh 
agency (ex-Newell-Emmett) to take 
over as television chief for Cecil 
& Presbrey, taking with him the 
video billings of Electric Auto-Lite. 
He followed by less than a month 
a similar move by Tom J. Maloney, 
former top exec, who had taken 
Auto-Lite’s radio billings with him. 
Client sponsors “‘Suspense”’ on both 





Ford Sticking To 


| been the top account for the old 
fernate ee y N-E operation. It also presages 
extensive video activity for C.&P., | 


media. 

| Move leaves the recently-estab- 
lished Cunningham & Walsh out- 
had always 


Chesterfield, which 


which had bowed out of the me- 
dium when Speidel gave up the Ed 
Wynn stanza on CBS-TV to Camel 
cigarets. 
sistant at N-E, takes over as video 


That idea of airing high-budget- 
ed television shows every other 
week as a cost-saving measure re- 
ceived further impetus this week 
with the decision of “Ford TV The- | chief there, to concentrate on Ches- 
atre” to continue on that basis for terfield’s video shows. 
the duration of the current season.; “Suspense,” according to Foley, 
Hour-long dramatic series, which ‘ 
is packaged by the Kenyon & Eck- | 
hardt agency and breadcast over 
CBS alternate Fridays from 9 to' 
10 p. m., was originally scheduled | 
to go once a week acter the first of 
the year. Agency, however, de- | 
cided that returns from the alter- 
nate week basis to date were good 
enough to continue on that sched- 


der the new agency setup, with 
a few weeks 


brought more viewer 
than any show on the series within 
ithe last year. Foley 
replace 


budgeted show to 


To maintain the hour as a dra-| 
inatic period, CBS has decided to 
(Continued on page 34) 


TV's Depth of Penetration 


that Nestle’s, another C.&P. 


vertising in the near future. 

















Position 


whill continue without change un- 


Speidel is now shopping for a low- 
the 


ule indefinitely. | Wynn program, and also predicted 


and will be announced by Herb Area per 1,000 Families Position Nov. 1, 1949 
Sheldon and Duke _ Donaldson. shi stints! 2 
é , PRMGGEIORIR  aceiawijasae 60 266 1 
NBC remote director Lew Brown ee 264 2 1 
will handle the cameras. Agency) [Lancaster ...... * 994 3 3 
for Teldisco, which will plug In-| yaceAngelee 4 
ternational Harvesters on_ the chen mcg be thas Ahi ‘ oe ;: 5 
show, is Elliott Nonas. | Milwaukee .............. * 185 6 7 
WNBT also finalized a deal this) Boston ................... 181 7 8 
week for Vim Electric, in associa-| Gjeyeland er a 8 (tie) 10 
tion with RCA, to bankroll a half-|  gonenectady 171 8 “ 9 
hour amateur talent show Wednes- | Buffalo ie ees: ‘ 165 9 ‘tie) 11 (tie) 
day nights from 10:30 to 11, star-| Detroit ................. 465 9 * 6 
ring Harry Hershfield as emcee. To} Baltimore... ...... an 10 11 (tie) 
be titled “Battle of the Boroughs”; yginneanolis-St Paul. 
: < ; ~.| Minneapolis-St. Paul ...... 150 11 14 
and starting Feb. 11, the series will | Richmond 143 12 (tie) 12 
be worked in association with the ana . 143 — 15 
RKO theatres circuit. Best acts in Erie SOB PERI de * 136 13 13 
amateur events staged by the the-, cin Diego ...........00. "134 14 17 
atres in each borough will appear; Gincinnati ........... * 130 15 16 
on the show and the best in each | —.~* : 
' d ; ee | | ME AREEIBLOD 63.66.66.00 20005 o”' Iie 16 20 
ave-week cycle is to get a week’s| Columbus 112 17 (tie) 23 
oking at the RKO Palace on/| ee ae “ , 
: : : OO Ee ere ee ee 112 17 18 
oes: wes Cohan is the Miami 110 18 19 
agency for Vim. | HaMi .- eee eee eee eee ‘ 
In other business set this week, | ang oe Abe we neon ee . 106 ig 21 
WNBT ted for eit win Phar tga oh ew Haven ......-.s000 » 105 20 22 
pac her participat Okl 
: ‘ a | ce S| ae ‘ 103 21 24 
ing spots or station breaks with | Syracuse 96 22 27 
Quaker Oats, Brown & Williamson | io: c= «lille lata 
e ~~ SEED 6 iss seaadeeaas m 88 23 29 
for Kools, Ronson, Eversharp 
Henry Heide and Lucky Strike | Atlanta ...---..eeseeseeee 86 24 26 
a : me f°? Sk aaa p 84 25 28 
10 ¢ g | Omaha ......ccceccccees > 78 26 31 (tie) 
ABC’S ‘CELEBRITY TIME Bee rereeteres 77 27 30 tie) 
MAY ‘ Lt  _ dre eee ° 76 28 33 (tie) 
f ; DE Oe |), ‘ 74 29 (tie) 31 (tie) 
WIND UP ON CBS Pittsburgh .......--.-++-- 74 29 “ 33 (tie) 
CBS television, which has lost! Memphis eee ee 69 30 32 
several shows to competing net-| Albuquerque ............. 67 31 30 (tie) 
work: through its inability to de- | i. Serre rere 61 32 52 (tie) 
liver time on affiliate stations, me J Ze ae eer 54 33 34 
finally get a chance to steal a show SPR rere ee eee 51 34 36 (tie) 
from its competition. Program is| Indianapolis ............. 50 35 36 (tie) 
“Celebrity Time,’ World Video “STON RAPIGS «sce ccicese 49 36 (tie) 39 (tie) 
package sponsored by Geodvear Tulsa .. Teerre eee 49 36 “ 48 
and wow aired Sunday nights from Fort Worth-Dalias ........ 48 37 39 (tie) 
10 to 10:30 via ABC-TV. | Houston Sere ere 46 38 (tie) 35 
Many of the ABC affiliates car- New Orleans .......ce000 é 46 38 “ 37 
rying the show are primary NBC| Jacksonville .............. 45 39 40 
affiliates and, with the latter web's MSTOCMAHOEO ibis scdveuws 44 40 38 
“Garroway at Large” program Birmingham .......... +d 40 41 43 
picking up a sponsor next month, PORONUOWR fb ivackdcpiars or 39 42 41 
are switching over to that show. eer ees ee ee 35 43 44 
Goodyear wants to keep the Sun- a Orr ee 29 44 45 (tie) 
day night time and, since its first aM PLGRCISCO: ioc csese - 24 45 45 (tie) 
year contract with ABC expired eu 23 46 47 
recently, is contemplating moving SEE, Fhe eeedea wes , 20 47 49 
the show over to CBS which, next PIMBMOMNON 6 oncccccccs p68 18 48 51 
to NBC, has the most stations to Bloomington ....... ere 10 49 51] 
offer. Agency for Goodyear is; Sam Antonio ....ccscsvere 9 50 52 (tie) 
Young & Rubicam, | FERGIE 350460660 c0c0n0066 5 51 oo 


Tenith to Test Whether Setowners 


ABC, Chi, Norman Lindquist, TV| me 


| 
| 


O’Brien, Beulah Zachary, and Ted | 


| fit as virtually a house agency for | 


Jim Manila, Foley’s as- | 


oo ows ” repeats within | ting in on the same kind of a deal | 
its version of Dr. | i¢ 


Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” which has | According to the networks, how- 
response | ever, it may be too late for them, 


said that) 


ac- | 
count would splurge on video ad- 


Will Pay $1 for Firstclass Films: 


Washington, Jan. 10. 


Will television set owners be 
| willing to pay $i to see firstclass 


ine-Thomas Mix 2796 « ‘/motidn pictures on their receivers? 
Tele Bid for 40 Pix. This is the question which Zenith 


Hollywood Jan. 10. | Mfg. Co. will attempt to answer 





Pine-Thomas Productions has 
turned down a $275,000 offer for 
the television rights to 40 pix 
made by the firm between 1938 
and 1941. Pix were originally re- 
leased by Paramount and have 


nov 
Bill Thomas said that offer was 
nixed because telensing of the 


films would “dissipate their value 
as far as the screen is concerned.” 
Both Pine and Thomas feel pix are 
good for theatres for a number of 
years yet. 


Another 1006 





reverted to Pine and Thomas. | 


‘in a test to be conducted in Chi- 
cago to determine the feasibility of 
Phonevision. Company is planning 
to try out the system with 300 test 
subscribers who will be furnished 
necessary equipment. 

Indication that the test may be 
allowed, without the preliminaries 
of formal proceedings, was seen 
last week when the FCC continued 
indefinitely a hearing scheduled 
for next week for further informa- 
tion on the project. Action was 
taken as a result of a petition from 
Zenith attempting to answer all 
questions raised. The _ principal 
question, says Zenith, can be an- 
swered only by the test. 

Zenith has polled 25,000 heads 
of families in 25 representative 
The sur- 


cities to get the answer. 
vey showed 80% would be willing 
to pay the $1 charge. Now the 
company wants to prove the cor- 


a Ford Plugs 


Ford Dealers added another ~ Y on a. 
$100,000 to their budget for con-, Tectness of the survey 
centrated radio and _ television As to the $1 fee, Zenith declares 
plugging of the 1950 model this it tried to arrive at “what might 


be considered a reasonable charge 
under all circumstances.” Com- 
pany says that no one has any ex- 
perience on which to determine 
what set owners should pay. But 
the $1 fee, it points out, might not 
be charged by all stations which 
would provide Phonevision. It 


(Continued on page 34) 


CBS, World Video In 
Bid to Unearth Script 
Talent in Universities 


In a farreaching move to un- 
earth new writing talent for tele- 
| vision, CBS and World Video. indie 
package outfit, will launch a con- 
test in colleges and universities 
| spending only for three minutes of | throughout the country soon to get 
| commercial time on each half-hour | material for WV’s “Actors Studio” 
ishow. No special production prep- | show. Details of the contest have 
aration will be necessary for TV,|not been finalized but it is ex- 
since the auto firm will use the| pected that the entries will be 
film spots previously used for other | handled by either the radio-TV or 
video shows. | drama schools in the various col- 

All four major TV networks cut | /€8es, with CBS awarding a $500 


in on the Ford coin. 


week by buying time on another 
Mutual AM’er and 10 TV network 
shows. Combined with the pre- 
vious list of 14 AM sustainers, this 
brings the total cost to over $600 
000 during a month’s span. Agen- 
cy on the account is J. Walter 
Thompson. 

Other car manufacturers, mean- 
'while, are reportedly eyeing the 
| Ford venture with a view to get- 





it proves successful for Ford. 


isince Ford and JWT have taken 
;options on all shows involved, 
| which represent the cream of es- 
| tablished sustainers in both radio 
| and TV, to extend the plan another 
month. Ford, incidentally, is not 
| paying the full talent and produc- | 
| tion costs on the various programs, 





Car dealers | Prize to winners whose scripts will 
will run spots on DuMont’s “Hands | b¢ aired on the “Actors Studio” 
of Murder” Jan. 20 and 27; on| S€ries. 

NBC-TV’s “One Man’s Family” on|, Acute shortage of TV writers 
the same two dates and on ‘Leave | has long been one of the chief 
It to the Girls” Jan. 22 and 29; on| obstacles in the networks’ prog- 
the second half-hour of ABC-TV's | is towards better programming. 
“Super Circus” Jan. 22 and 29 (first According to program execs, ex- 











half-hour is bankrolled by Canada | perience has shown that too many 
Dry) and on CBS-TV’s “Front/ scripters from radio, legit and 
night at 9 slot for two weeks start-| nique and those who can do so 
ing Jan. 24. | usually demand more money than 
Single new radio show to partici-| the webs can now affaird to pay. 
pate in the setup is a half-hour Producers of dramatic programs, 
pickup Jan. 19 of Sport Magazine's | 48 a result, have turned to adapta- 
annual dinner from the Hotel As-, tions of other properties as much 
tor, N. Y. |as possible. With dramatic shows 
|increasing in audience popularity 
, and number, however, the avail- 
MONTGOMERY S NBC ability of such properties has also 
| become tighter. 
SHOW IN JAN 30 PREEM As an added incentive to the 
" | tyro. writers in colleges and uni- 
New hour-long dramatic series | VeTsities, the scripter of the show 
starring Robert Montgomery and adjudged the best during a certain 
sponsored by American Tobacco "UMber of weeks may get a staff 
was set this week for the NBC-TV Job at either CBS or WV_ upon 
web, starting Jan. 30. Show is to graduation. Scripts will be judged 
be aired alternate Mondays in the >y & three-man panel, with CBS-TV 
9:30 to 10:30 p.m. slot, with Mont-| Program chief Charles Underhill 
gomery producing, narrating and @xpected to be one member. 
sometimes starring in the series, | 
which will be based on film proper- | 
ties. Talent and production budget | VANDA’S NEW POST AS 
wih srertae about $14:500. with | d 
B.D. . handling the account. , 
First of picture properties ac- WCAU’S TV DIRECTOR 
quired by BBD&O is “Our Town,” | Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 
|purchased from Sol Lesser, who} Charles Vanda, former executive 
owns rights to the Thornton | producer for the Coast division of 
Wilder story. Price was near radio CBS and for the past year a con- 
Sultant on commercial television 


screenplays. 








| 
| 
dramatizations of 


Series will not be kinescoped to. 


| avoid involvement because of film 
| reproduction. 
New program will replace the 
|““Bands of America” show in the 
| 9:30 to 10 period, which had its 
|last video presentation Monday 
| night (9), and the “Quiz Kids” from 
10 to 10:30. New time slot for the 
latter has not yet been determined, 
| nor Has the show been selected 
| Which will alternate with the Mont- 
gomery opus. Lucky Strike pro- 
gram will be bucking “Goldbergs”’ 
and the first half of “Studio One.” 
| both high-rated CBS-TV shows, 


programs for WCAU-TV, Philadel- 
phia, takes over as director of 
television starting next Monday 
(16). Vanda succeeds G. Bennett 
Larson, who has resigned the 
WCAU-TV post to become general 
managely of WPIX in N. Y. 

Appointment reunites the ex- 
Coast team of Vanda and his one- 
time CBS boss, Donald W. Thorn- 
burgh. who is now president of the 
WCAU operations. 

Vanda was identified with a 
flock of Coast-originating airers as 
_ producer, director and writer since 
first joining CBS in 1935. 
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Local TV Shows Cop Top Ratings 


In Competition 


That there is a definite place for? 


local advertisers in the television 
industry was preved this week in 
a roundup of audience ratings on 
aired via WNBT, flagship 


shows 

station of the NBC-TV web in 
N. Y According to December 
ratings for the N. Y. area of the 


Audience Research Bureau, indie 
survey outfit, every local WNBT 
show now on the air except one 
(“Easy Does It”) obtained the 
highest rating in its period. In 
addition, the December Hooper 
top 10 for N. Y. listed “Children’s 
Hour,” a strictly local show, tied 
for seventh place with CBS-TV’s 
“Suspense” and second only to 
Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star The- 
atre’’ among the WNBT shows in 
the lineup. 

Fact that the strictly local shows 


could cop such hefty audience | 
ratings in competition with pro-| 
grams which are high-budgeted | 


and carried on a full network basis 
proves conclusively, according to | 
WNBT spokesmen, that TV can} 
pay off for the small local adver- 
tiser. On the basis of the figures, 
the station is now planning a full-! 
scale campaign to lure other ad- 
vertisers into its billings list. who 
had previously shunned TV either 
as too expensive for them or un- 
able to buck the more costly net- 
work programs. Also significant, 
according to WNBT, is the fact 
that experimental programming, 
possible for the most part only on 


(Continued on page 34) 


Chi Stations In 
TV Rate Hike 


Chicago, Jan. 10. 

The rise in tele set circulation 
during 1949 led Chi station man- 
agers to glance at present rate 
cards with a more scrutinous eye. 
Appalled by what they saw, reme- 
dial steps were taken after New 
Year’s to seek a finer proportional 
balance between the increase of 
set sales and studio time charges. 

First to boister rates will be 
WNBQ Jan. 16 with an increase 
from $500 per hour, class A local 
time, to $750. Their NBC net- 
work rate, $1,000, will remain the 
same, while spot time charges will 
rise from $100 per minute to $125. 
This web affiliate’s last rate jump 
occurred Jan. 28, 1949. 

George Harvey, manager for 
WGN-TV. and John Mitchell, 
WBKB station manager upped 
their stations’ ante Oct. 1. The 
toppers are worried least about 
kiting circulation. However, in- 
dications are that rates for both 
tele-beamers will slide up 25° 
Feb. 1. Present rate card shows 
WBKB at $625, and WGN-TV at 
$650. 

WENR-TV, which compares 
equally with WNBQ on a web ba- 
sis at $1,000 per hour, will fall 
short of the latter’s new time rate 





increase, when it goes to $750, by 
a $150 margin. John Norton, 
ABC's Central Division vp, be- 


lieves the only way to put teevee 
in the black is to boost time 
charges and keep them there. 
Hoping for a jet propelled sendoff 
in 1950 he will start the rate ball 
rolling Feb. 1 by announcing a 
One-minute time spot ascendancy 
from $75 to $100, local time. Within 
@ week or two afterwards he will 


nype the hourly time charge as 
Well, 


KEMP RIDES HERD ON 
ED WYNN FOR ESTY 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 


Hal Kemp, long time radio head 
ot Roche, Williams & Cleary 
agency, has moved into the Estv 
office as contact on the Ed Wynn 
television show. 

Kemp is a former stage actor 
and agency figured he would be 
more “acceptable” to Wynn than 
agency men, 





With Web Displays 





Charges ‘Howdy’ Infringes 
On His Copyright Book 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 

Suit asking $250,000 from the 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. was 
filed in Federal Court last week 
by Dr, Elmer J. Chaput, a dentist 
here, and Chaput, Deutsch & Cha- 
put, Inc. 

Dr. Chaput charges that the 
“Howdy Doody” television show, 
sponsored by Colgate-infringes his 
copyright on a book and song. 


Color Trials 


Get Public 
Eye in D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 10. 
The general public will be able 
to view color television for the first 
time this week with installation of 
sets here by CBS at a downtown 
location. Demonstrations will be 
given daily, beginning Thursday 
(12) at 11 a. m. and 1 p. m., with 
special variety shows colorcast by 

station WOIC, Columbia affiliate. 
Stunt is being staged in compli- 
ance with request of FCC for pub- 
lic tests of various color systems. 
CBS expects thousands to view its 
| system. It has provided accommo- 
| dations for several hundred at a 
street-floor location in the Walker 
building. Complimentary tickets 
are being distributed by principal 
hotels and event plugged by Wash- 
ington Post-CBS station WTOP. 
Columbia has also installed color 
sets in the homes of six members 
of the FCC to enable them to test 
out the system under typical con- 
ditions. Limited number of avail- 
able sets will probably prevent any 

further distribution in homes. 

Tests, which will continue for 
the balance of the month, will in- 
clude every phase of TV program- 
ming. Meg Mundy, Earl Wright- 
son and others have been brought 
here to perform. 
appeared Sunday night in a half- 
hour drama, “Sorry, Wrong age 

ber,” which was witnessed by 
gathering at a suite in the Statler | 
hotel, where sets have been in- 

stalled for small groups. 

A high spot of the month's 
(Continued on page 34) 


Wrathy Republicans Rise 
Up vs. Baltimore Station 
For Demo Documentary 


Baltimore, Jan. 10. 

The way to acquire ulcers on 
your ulcers is to mix politics with 
radio—or TV. An example is the 
experience of WAAM-TV, Balti- 
more, last Wednesday (4), when in 
all good faith and a yearning to 
accomplish public service, it tele- 
cast a Democratic National Com- 
mittee film. This celluloid docu- 
mentary gave onlookers a little 
more than a definite notion that 
the great American Republic had 
been integrated without any Re- 
publican assistance, not even Lin- 
coln’s, for it pictured all the 
achievements of the Democratic 
presidents. 

Naturally, 





tests 





there were some Re- 
publican viewers, who felt like a 
well-done steak when “Finis” fi- 
nally appeared, and they still are 
sizzling. The film may well have 
started a G.O.P. renaissance in 
Maryland, for even the elephant 
chasers who despised each other 
have united in common wrath, and 
there is a movement under way to 
demand Republican time on 
WAAM so that the “documentary” 
mav be somewhat neutralized. If 
a formal demand comes—and it 
seems inevitable — WAAM will do 
the right thing by the ignored Lin- 


,coinites, 


Miss Mundy | 


FUTURE OF VAUDEO LOOKS DIM 





TALENT DRAIN 






Shortage of new talent and ap- 
propriate acts is threatening the 
entire 
ducers are finding it 
round up new 


difficult to 


talent and when a 


turn crops up that can be used, 
prices are generally budget-break- 
ers. 


First break in the vaudeo pat- 
tern may come with switch of for- 
mat of the Milton Berle Texaco 
Star Theatre. Show toppers are 


vaudeo structure. Tele pro- | 


currently considering plans for the | 


formation of a stock company to 
| play from four to eight weeks at a 
clip. The more promising members 
would be held over into subsequent 
| sessions. Berle is reported to have 


asked Sam Levenson to be on the | 


program on a regular basis, but 


was turned down. 


The booking of the Texaco show 


is considered one of the most vex- 
ing problems in vaudeo. There 
have been times when the final act 
was signed shortly before the Sun- 
day noon rehearsal. It’s also been 
found that Harry Kalcheim of the 


William Morris office, who pacts 
the turns, has had to keep close 
tabs on arrivals from the Coast, 


and Europe, in order to get | 
fresh faces on the show. 

The Jan. 3 show, for sietaadie 
was completely lined up on New | 
Year’s Day when Walter Abel was | 
signed. The Slate Bros. 
flown in from St. Louis, and the 
Martells and Mignon were planed 
in from a Pittsburgh date. 
show had 31 people on stage. 

In addition, it’s been found that 
Kalcheim has to book as many as 
15 elements for a single show. This 
includes acts. chorus lines, mate- 
rial and musie clearances. and in 
many cases arrangements of trans- 
portation facilities for acts. 

More Coin for ‘Exclusives’ 

However, the basic problem fs 
getting fresh talent, and material 
is still the major booking bane. 
When a performer turns up, the 
price zooms considerably if pro- 
ducers want a three-week tele ex- 
clusive. Acts that could be ob- 
tained for around $250 frequently 
get as much as $750 for sole rights. 

This problem isn't confined to 


(Continued on page 34) 


PENNA. CENSOR BOARD 
APPEALS TV RULING 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 

i The Pennsylvania State Board 
_of Censors appealed the court rul- 
'ing forbidding it to censor films, 
used by television stations. Attor- 
ney General T. McKeen Chidsey 
and two of his deputies filed the 
appeal in the United States Court 
of Appeals here in behalf of the 
Censor Board. 

The ruling against the State cen- 
sors was made Oct. 26 by Chief 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick, of 
the District Court. He held that 
the censorship regulation passed 
by the Board was an “undue Iinter- 
ference” with the FCC’s control 
over radio and television and an 
infringement of interstate com- 
merce covered by Federal statutes. 

Judge Kirkpatrick's decision sus- 
tained a petition filed by five tele 
vision companies operating in 
Pennsylvania, 








Godfrey’s Pontiac Show 


Arthur Godfrey will do an extra- 
curricular TV show for Pontiac on 
Jan. 18 to introduce the auto com- 
pany's new 1950 line. It’s a one- 
shot from 9:30-10 p.m. and will 
originate at the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., night before the 
formal unveiling of their display 
at the hotel. 

Godfrey will have to work fast 
inasmuch as the Pontiac display 
goes on a half-hour after his usual 
Wednesday night Chesterfield 
stanza. 

MacManus, John & Adams is the 

| agency. 


had to be | 


Entire | 


Talent Agencies Packaging Video 





Suds in Your Eye 

Execs for R.&H. Beer, who 
sponsored a pickup of the Sil- 
ver Skates from Madison Sq. 
Garden, N. Y., Monday night 
(9) over WPIX, were forced to 
sit by while announcer Jack 
McCarthy plugged the name 
of one of their chief competi- 
tors. Guy named Arthur Bal- 
lantine won one of the heats 
in the senior men’s event and, 
since he took the lead early 
in the race, McCarthy had no 
alternative but to use _ his 
name throughout. 

Similar mishap almost hap- 
pened Saturday night (7) when 
CBS-TV held its preem cere- 
monies outside the Maxine El- 
liott theatre, N. Y., for the 
Ken Murray show.  Ballan- 
tine’s Beer truck, with its name 
plastered on both sides, stalled 
directly in front of the theatre 
and its driver managed to get 
it started and outside of cam- 
era range seconds before the 
C BS show started. 


Dennis Day May 
Lead Off Colgate 
Swing to Tele 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 








Colgate’s three radio stars — 
Dennis Day, Judy Canova and Eve 
Arden (“Our Miss Brooks”)—are 


being overtured for television and 
the first one ready to “take the 
jump” will be filmed here for the 
NBC network. That the break to 
TV may occur before season’s end 
was indicated by Tom Harrington, 
senior partner in the Bates agency, 
who is here to talk to the stars. 
That Day will be the first to 
swing over to tele is evident from 
his readiness following an experi- 
mental filming of his show from an 
old radio seript. Colgate is said to 
have been impressed with the test 
footage turned out by Jerry Fair- 


_ banks’ three-camera technique. 


Cost of filming will be the de- 
ciding factor, according to Harring- 


ton, and if the Fairbanks process 
can whittle down the outlay from 
present levels the cameras may 
soon start grinding on the first of 
the Colgate shows from here. It is 
considered likely that all three 
stars will be on the TV networks 
by next season. 
Whichever program is chosen 
will be slotted on NBC in the time 
now tenanted by Colgate Theatre, 


a low-budget production After 
Harrington returns to N. Y., Au- 
stin Peterson. radio and TV head 


for Bates, will carry on the nego- 
tiations with the stars and prepare 
the shows for actual production. 


CBS-TV’s Sport Accent; 
Ned Irish Testing Gate 
On Basketball Pickup 


CBS television gave sports cov- 
erage in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area last week a lift with the sched- 
uling of three top events, includ- 
ing the first pickup this season of 





a basketball game from Madison 
Sq. Garden, N. Y. Series of six 


home basketball games of the 
Navy was launched Saturday after- 
noon (7) and weekly wrestling 
matches from St. Nicholas Arena, 
I Y., were slated to tee off last 
night (Tues.) from 10 to 11. 
Garden basketball, carried Sat- 
urday night as a special one-shot 
trailer to the web’s new Saturday 
programming schedule, may be the 
forerunner to other Garden pick- 
ups this season. Garden exec vee- 
pee Ned Irish worked out the deal 
with CBS to match the. gate 
against other Saturday night games 


(Continued on page 38) 


lof a 
| Philip Morris not particularly joy- 


CRITICAL HIRALE Sports Packages: GACs Top Projects 


Talent agencies are set to make 
a greater pitch for coin that can 
be derived from the telecasting of 
The percenters feel 
gotten little out of 
with the exception 
and are cur- 
sports 


sports events. 
that they’ve 
the field so far, 
of announcer sales, 
rently preparing complete 
packages. 

Belief that the talent office fits 
into the sports picture is predicat- 
ed upon the fact that a greater de- 
'gree of showmanship in the tele 
vising of sports-events would mate- 
rially aid the boxoffice. 

In fact, General Artists Corp. is 
currently preparing two major 
packages, which if bought, may ma- 
terially change the facade of the 
sportsecasting picture. Agency cur- 
rently has two packages under way, 
formation of a Television Derby in 
horseracing, and another show 
|} aimed at making major league ball 
clubs a community project. 

GAC feels so confident on a 
sponsor nibble for the _ baseball 
package that selling price is 
i based on a cut of the increased 
business in the ball park. While 
all the details aren't being 
divulged for obvious reasons, part 
of the plan calls for interviews by 
sports-figures and analyses before 
and after the games, and an early 
;}evening resume, with fans having 
their say on the day’s proceedings. 
Format also calls for different 
camera setups and variations of 
| announcing techniques. 

This package is currently being 
pitched to a midwest major league 
club in which attendance has dwin- 
died during the past few years be- 
cause of a non-winning team. It’s 
felt that by getting the community 
at large behind the project, at- 
tendance and consequently ability 
of the club to attract a better grade 
of plaver will be increased. 

The Television Derby package, 
currently being negotiated with a 


New York track, calls for a series 
ot elimination races with daily 
purses, and a final Derby to be 


run at a $50,000 purse or better. 
GAC feels that horse-racing in 
(Continued on page 34) 


Philip Morris 


Cancels Shriner 


Philip Morris’ experimentation 
wath a five-minute, cross-the-board 
format is coming to an end. The 
cigaret company has served notice 
on CBS that it is cancelling out 
the six-nights-a-week Herb Shriner 
capsule presentation when the 13- 
week cycle runs out early in Feb- 
ruary. At the same time, PM is 
also relinquishing the time. 

Cancellation is said to be part of 
a budgetary cutback, although the 
ciggie outfit intends channelling 
part of the coin into its extensive 
spot TV advertising. Shriner 
| budget runs about $5,000 a week, 
| Which is figured tep coin in terms 
five-minute quickie, with 


ful with the rating returns 
' PM also sponsors “Candid Cam- 
era” on video. Latter show stays 
put. 

Milton Biow is the agency, 


U. OF WASH. NIXES TV 
AS HARMING GATE 


Seattle, Jan. 10. 

Pacific Coast Conference basket- 
ball games of the Univ. of Wash- 
ington will not be televised. Can- 
cellation of games on KING-TV i 
due to drop in attendance at seven 
non-conferences games which were 
televised, according to Harvey Cas- 
sill, director of athletics at the U 
of W. (In 1946 four games drew 
36,000 spectators; in 1949 five 
games (all televised) drew only 
31,800.) 

Cancellation of basketball lens- 
ing also includes next season’s 
footbail games. Last season all six 

jhome football games were lensed. 
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28 RADIO REVIEWS 


THE HALLS OF IVY 
With Ronald Colman, Benita 

Hume, Henry Russell orch, Ken 

Carpenter, announcer; others 
Producer-Director: Nat Wolf 
Writers: Don Quinn, Walter Brown 

Newman 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

SCHLITZ BEER 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Young & Rubicam) 

In addition to grabbing itself a 
nice chunk of Friday night bill- 
ings, it looks like NBC has also 
solidified its nighttime program 
schedule with this latest entry. 
“The Halls of dvy” is the Don 
Quinn (“Fibber & Molly”) package 
starring Ronald Colman and his 
wife, Benita Hume, who in recent 
years have chiefiy identified them- 
selves in radio with providing a 
hypo to the Jack Benny stanza. 

“Ivv” is tailored to the Colman 
Mr. & Mrs. touch; so much so that 
it’s possible to imagine that Quinn 
conceived the whole idea with the 
Colmans in mind. As prexy of a 
college and married to an ex-Lon- 
don musicomedy star ‘who in her 
spare time tutors in tap dancing) 
show permits for the kind of re- 
strained situation comedy script- 
ing that’s strictly geared to the 
Colman manner. 

Last week’s (6) initial install- 
ment was flimsy enough in story 
structure (merely the half-hour of 
suspenseful waiting to learn if the 
Ivy’s board of governors was go- 
ing to reappoint its prexy), but the 
treatment was adult throughout. 
The Quinn touch (with a Robert 
Brown Newman assist) was un- 
mistakable. The comedy was never 
forced or dragged in, but stemmed, 
in its own dignified way, out of the 
situations themselves. 

There’s even an _ appropriate 
touch of restraint in the Schlitz 
“beer that made Milwaukee fa- 
mous” commercials. Rose. 


—_ 


HANNIBAL COBB 

With Santos Ortega, Wendy Drew, 
Ethel Everett, Berry Kroeger, 
Amy Sedell, Jimmy Van Dyke 

Producers - directors: Martin An- 
drews, Charles Powers 

Writers: Ira Marion, Lillian Schoen, 
Louis Heyward 

30 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 3:30 p. m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 
Mrs. America. according to gen- 

eral network and agency opinion, 

won’t buy daytime mysterioso air 

fare. Vhether this hypothesis 

holds water will be tested via 

ABC’s new cross-the-board who- 

dunit series. And the chances are 

that the strip will click. 
First, its haif-hour format al- 

lows for a complete yarn on each 


broadcast, which should attract 
those fraus who frown on cliff- 
hanging. Second, careful angling 


has been used to add femme ap- 
peal. Hannibal Cobb, the detec- 
tive hero, is a manly but comfort- 
ing soul whose presence around 
the house may lend as much sense 
of security as that of Aunt Jenny. 
Helen Trent. Big Sister or Ma Per- 
kins. In addition, the stories evi- 
dently will be = slanted towards 
feminine interests. 

On the preem (3) Cobb was 
called in to help a young gal 
whose mother had disappeared, 
presumably kidnapped. He final- 
jy exposed the “kidnapper” as the 
girl’s stepfather, who had sold the 
mother on the scheme to get the 
daughter’s inheritance. The plot 
had a fair amount of suspense and 
a plausible. if not commonplace. 
situation. More important was the 
distaff draw of narration by <& 
‘ voung woman in trouble, the miss- 
y ing matron, family intrigue and 

the mother-daughter relationship 
An adult note was the heroine’s 
growth from childhood dependence 
on her parent at the story’s be- 
ginning to mature understanding 
of her mother’s weakness at the 
end. 

Productionwise, there was a sea- 
soned cast, with Santos Ortega 
giving Cobb a calm. competent 
characterization and Wendy Drew 
convincing as the distraught lass. 
Script and direction were good. 
but organ bridges were uninspired 
Program is based on the Hannibal 
Cobb Photocrime feature in Look 
and the mag gets a quickie plug 

Bril. 


THE NEGRO WORLD 
With George S. Schuyler 
Writer: Schuyler 

15 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WLIB, N. Y. 

In line with a new 
cultivating the Negro audience 
WLIB, N. Y., has built several 
shows especially for that market. 
Among them is “‘The Negro World,” 
transcribed 15-minute news round- 
up of worldwide Negro activities 
conducted by George S. Schuyler, 
New York editor of the Pittsburgh 
Courier. On Sunday's (8) broad- 
cast, he made’some pungent com- 
ments concerning his recent 18- 

‘ {Continued on page 36) 


policy of 


Mutual, from Hollywood 


HOPALONG CASSIDY 
With Bill Boyd, others 
Producer: Charles Henry 
Director: Sam Fuller 
Adaptor: Howard Swart 
30 Mins.; Sun. 4 p.m. 
GRAPE NUTS FLAKES 





(Young & Rubicam) 

Apparently aimed at juve dial- 
ers, this series should get a heavy, 
following among that segment of | 
listeners. Mutual effected a smart’ 
move in building a weekly half- 
hour show around Bill Boyd's 
characterization of Hopalong Cas- 
sidy. Probably the oldest of the 
western heroes currently totin’ a 
six gun, Boyd is enjoying a new- 
found popularity that has _ rein- 
stalled him as one of the top cow- 
boy attractions. 

Judging by show’s second airing, 
Sunday (8), it’s strictly in the moti 
of midweek afternoon kiddie pro- 
grams. The commercials, which 
are frequent and  gushy, are 
directed toward youthful listeners. 
Show itself, however, has enough 
oater flavor to appeal to the older 
horse opera addicts. Story heard 
was simple and inoffensive, but 
could have been punched up with a 
little more action. Yarn revolved 
around a rancher, who forced other 
cattlemen to graze their stock on 
his land during the dry season. 

Acting assignments were all 
handled capably. Plugs for Grape 
Nuts Flakes lacked subtlety and 
tencled te become annoying. 


FRANK EDWARDS 

With Joe McCaffrey, announcer 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10 p.m. 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

LABOR 
Mutual, from New York 

In an era of right-to-center slant- 
ed news commentary, the addition 
of Frank Edwards to the coast-to- 
coast airlanes 
novelty, not to mention its healthy 
overtones in helping to “balance” 
the kilocycle’s scales. 

Edwards is the commentator 
chosen for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor’s cross-the-board 
Mutual strip, which premiered last 
week. As part of the commercial 
spiel, he’s introed as representing 
8,000,000 clients (AFL member- 
ship), and there’s little doubt but 
that he’s addressing himself to the 
labor elements. But-there’s noth- 
ing dogmatic about Edwards. That 
he is opinionated is to be expected, 


but he never resorts to the sledge- | 


hammer, hit-the-listener-over-the- 
head type of analysis or commen- 
tary. 
clear and concise. He doesn’t 
waste or mince words and restricts 
himself to major issues (the U. S. 
budget, China, John L. Lewis. etc.) 
that have a bearing on his ‘‘8,000,- 
000 clients.” 

Program also gets a transcribed 
pickup by the AFL-CIO labor sta- 
tions. 

The choice of Edwards is a wise 
one. Rose. 


THE FAMILY TABLE 
With Mrs. Jean Schick Grossman, 

Irving Nurick, teenage-guests;: 

moderator, Den Goddard 
Producers: Joe Durso, Betty Tevis 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, N. Y. 

WINS, N. Y.. has an interesting 
teenage discussion airer in ‘The 
Family Table.” It could be even 
more interesting if the participants 
on Sunday’s (8) forum had confined 
themselves exclusively to the topic 
at hand which happened to be 
“How Do I Look to Others?” 
rather than wandering off into a 
myriad of other problems. 

Transcribed session had _ four 
teenagers from Seward Park High 


School, N. Y., exchanging their 
views while author Mrs. Jean 
Schick Grossman and mag. illus- 


trator Irving Nurick contributed a 
more mature reaction. Moderator 
was Don Goddard, who made stren- 
uous efforts to keep the panel on 
its course. 

After wrestling with what Holly- 
wood and magazines feel about 
teenagers, whether we're more 
aware of young people today than 
in 1928. effects of environment 
upon the adolescent. etec., the 
group eventually returned to “How 
Do I Look to Others?” It was then 
agreed that a new trombone. a new 
hat or a place on the football team 
were chief factors in helping one’s 


looks insofar as others are con- 
cerned. 
“Family Table” affords teen- 


agers and their elders an excellent 
opportunity to analyze adolescents’ 
problems—real or imaginary. How- 
ever, in probing the issues it would 
seem that a more representative 
analysis could be obtained by se- 
lecting one teenager from each 
New York borough instead of tak- 
ing a foursome from a lone area 
as was done in this instance. 
Gilb. 


is something of a} 


He’s at all times soft-spoken, | 


o 
MID-CENTURY 
With Howard K. Smith, Erie Seva- 
reid, Bill Costello, Winston Bur- 
dett, Bill Dewns, David Schoen- 

brun, Larry Lesueur; Edward R. 

Murrow, chairman 
Producer: Edmund Chester, Wells 

Church 
45 Mins.; Sun. (1), 5 p. m. 
CHEVROLET 
CBS, from N. Y. 

(Campbell-Ewald } 

The idea of collecting CBS’ for- 
eign correspondents from all cor- 
ners of the globe in a New York 
studio for a one-shot summation 
of the first half of the 20th Cen- 
tury must have looked powerfully 
dramatic on paper. Over the air, 
it had far less impact. Instead 
of giving a sense of living his- 
tory. this show had the formal 
quality of a self-conscious expertiz- 
ing ceremony. 

The planned studio atmosphere 
was obviously stifling to this group 
of topflight reporters who gained 
their reps by serving up the news 
piping hot from their respective 
beats in Europe and Asia. It 
would have been far more effec- 
tive (and probably a lot less ex- 
pensive) to have conducted this 
show via shortwave pickups. The 
participants would have been more 
accustomed to that type of opera- 
tion and their comments would 
probably have been more con- 
crete, 
tualities of modern history. 

For most part, the palaver on 
this show tended to be abstract and 
speculative. Maybe it was com- 
pelled by the nature of the pro- 
gram idea—a retrospect on the 
past 50 years and an evaluation of 
possible future trends. Good re- 
porters often make only mediocre 
historians. Describing the specific 
event is far different from binding 
up five decades in a space of 45 
minutes. Faced with the latter 
job, these reporters resorted to pat 
generalizations. 

The highspots of the show+were 
contained in the opening and clos- 
ing five minutes, when the corre- 
spondents permitted a personal 
touch in their comments. 
opener, following a brief comment 
by Ed Murrow, each man intro- 
duced himself with a short run- 
down of his assignments over the 
past 15 or 20 years. As each man 


* 


more vibrant with the ac-| 


As an} 


SCREEN DIRECTORS’ 
HOUSE 

| (“Magic Town’’) 

| With James 





| guest 

| Producer: Howard Wiley 

| Director: Bill Karn 

| 30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

/ RCA-VICTOR 

| NBC, from Hollywood 

| (J. Walter Thompson) 
Trouble that plagues many radio 

theatres adapting novels, plays and 

pix is their floundering condensa- 


tions of the bulkier’ works. 
“Sereen Directors’ 
however, kicked off its commercial 
run (after a year as a sustainer) 
with a vehicle that was nicely 
tailorable to a half-hour segment. 
Adaptation was a light, bright ver- 


sion of the William Wellman- 
directed RKO comedy, “Magic 
Town,” starring James Stewart, 


who also headed the film cast. 

Stewart played a public opinion 

pollster who discovers a unique 
town which uncannily mirrors the 
nation’s sentiment on all issues. 
He battles, then falls for Magic 
Town’s femme newspaper editor, 
but the romance is wrecked when 
| she learns of his monetary reasons 
'for coming to the town. Event- 
ually, their own private poll finds 
the pair solidly in love. . 

The cinema star’s role as an 
honest guy after a buck and a gal 
|was admirably suited to Stewart's 
characterization of the awkward, 
| good-natured, shy All-American 
hero. Virginia Gregg lent effec- 
‘tive support as the editor. Script- 
ing was slick, using some appeal- 
ing montage scenes and a neat 
running gag. It worked in topi- 
cal references, some satiric jibes 
at opinion surveys and spoofed the 
small burg with Chamber of Com- 
merce boom ideas. Production was 
handled deftly, and included in- 
terviews with Stewart and George 
Marshall, Screen Directors ,Guild 
prexy. Billboarding of star roster 
for future broadcasts indicates a 
healthy talent budget and strong 
audience pull. 

Commercials for RCA-Victor's 
.45 r.p.m. players and disks were 
put over well, including testi- 
monials from Stewart and Mar- 
i shall. Bril. 





tolled off his pedigree, the events | 


surrounding the assignments were 
touched off in each dialer’s mem- 
ory with a vividness that a full de- 
scription could not have achieved. 

The substance of the show was 
made up of prepared talks with 
-ach correspondent taking his turn 
on Murrow’s cueing. Murrow di- 
rected the gab via such questions 
as “What were the most significant 
trends in the last period?” ‘How 
does Europe and Asia view Amer- 
ica?” “Is war inevitable?” ete. 
Such posers couldn’t be answered 
in the two-minute licks allowed 
each reposter. There was just no 
time for serious probing. 

In the closing section, each cor- 
respondent was allowed about 30 
seconds to give his impression of 
the last epoch. Once again, the 
show became alive with personal 
observations instead of the previ- 
ous slick abstractions. Bill Downs’ 
closing comments were particularly 
striking in their felt sincerity. 
Most of all, he remembered being 
ashamed while covering Europe— 
ashamed of the hunger, the hatreds, 


the racial intolerance. It was a 
moving finish to an_ otherwise 
tepid session. Herm. 


EARN YOUR VACATION 

With Steve Allen, emcee 
Producer-Director: Sterling Tracy 
Writers: Hy Friedman, Paul Pierce 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m, 


Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 
“Earn Your Vacation,” which 


returned to CBS Sunday (8), avoids 
the pitfalls that trap some quizzers. 
Contestants, all of whom = are 
schoolteachers, are literate. Al- 
though it might seem that restrict- 
ing participants to one occupation 
might be limiting, the pedagogs 
are nevertheless varied and make 
good, warm subjects. There is no 
annoying or condescending prompt- 
ing and questions are neither 
infernally simple nor outlandishly 
difficult. And there are plenty of 
laughs. Credit goes to emcee Steve 
Allen, who handles the interviews 
with a pleasant, genial manner and 
still is able to extract humor from 
the guests and their guesses. 
Format calls for the 
contestants to answer a 


teacher- 
series of 


queries. If they muff two in 
succession they fiunk out. Three 
successive right answers win a 


merchandise prize and four hits in 
a row earn a vacation abroad, via 
Trans- World Airlines. Setup 
arouses audience interest, because 
scattered misses don’t disqualify 
the participant, who can go on to 
win, and suspense grows as he piles 
up correct answers. 

Allen gets human interest ma- 
terial from the school marms and 


THE HOUR OF FAITH 
With Clare Boothe Luce, Father 
Urban Nagle 
30 Mins.; Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
“The Hour of Faith,” presented 
by the National Council of Catho- 
lic Men in cooperation with ABC, 
inaugurated a new format Sunday 
(1) with the appearance of Clare 
Boothe Luce as the program’s 
guest. Host of the airer is Father 
Urban Nagle who dexterously ex- 
changed pros and cons with his 
visitor on the topic at hand, 
“Christianity and Democracy.” 


In an_ interesting discussion, 
Mrs. Luce charged that as a na- 
tion we are rapidly ‘abandoning 


Christian principles. Or, as she 
amplified her statement, “we are 
clinging to Christian principles 
without Christian belief.” To bol- 
ster her argument she cited a 
Ladies Home Journal poll which 
found that the average American 
believes in God, but doesn’t have 
any clear idea of what He is like. 

Chiefly responsible for this situ- 
ation, Mrs. Luce opined, was the 
fact that as children most Ameri- 
cans received no religious doc- 
trine. Warming to her subject, 
she went on to declare that when 
“we relegate God to the bleachers” 
we then are ripe for totalitarian- 
ism and cemmunism. Already, 
she warned, freedom of spirit is 
being controlled and regimenta- 
tion is increasing. 

Rebutting Mrs. Luce’s charge 
that churches failed to give sound 
religious education to chlidren. 
Father Nagle felt that the slip 
from religion can hardly be the 
fault of those who watch their 
flocks. As a means of halting the 
trend away from Christian princi- 
ples he suggested that a new proc- 
ess of teaching—using television 
and radio would be helpful. 

With the initial broadcast under 
the new format as a criterion. it’s 
obvious that “The Hour of Faith” 
will undoubtedly draw and hold 
not only Catholie dialers but also 
those of other faiths for the sub- 
ject matter is of universal interest. 
Scheduled to participate as guests 
on subsequent stanzas are Jay 
Jostyn (“Mr. District Attorney”) 
and actor Eddie Dowling. Gilb. 


masters and unobtrusively points 
up the lowness o; teachers’ sala- 
ries, length of time they’ve devoted 
to their studies and students and 
their various reasons for wanting 
overseas Junkets. Production is 
dressed up with plane motor effects | 
and a voice on filter simulating an 
airport flight announcer. — Bril. 


| Gregg, others; George Marshall, 


Playhouse,” | 


PLAY- IDEAS UNLIMITED 


With Ben Grauer, Eloise Me. 
Elhone, Andy Jehnson 


Stewart, Virginia 15 Mins., Sun., 4:15 p.m, 


‘DOUBLEDAY & CO. 
| NBC, from N, Y. 
| Doubleday & Co. has bought the 


4 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday time on 
NBC to plug its Dollar Book Club, 
utilizing the first 15 minutes for 


‘Edwin C. Hill’s narrations, and 
the second quarter-hour for a 
chatter airer aimed at boosting 
some particular book in its catalog. 
Judged by the opening program 
Sunday (8), idea should pay off. 


“Ideas Unlimited” had Ben 
Grauer, Eloise McElhone_ and 
Andy Johnson batting the conver- 
sational ball around in light, in- 
formal, entertaining fashion, cover- 
ing a variety of interesting topics 
centering on the home, There was 
a lot of sound advice emanating 
from all this, on handling a child. 
on banging radiators, paints and 
enamels, re-doing a porch. It 
wasn’t till almost the close of the 
program that the listener was 
suddenly aware that all this gra- 
tuitous info was buildup to a book 
in the Doubleday catalog that 
‘answered such important home- 
owner problems. By that time, the 
i Suggestions and advice had sound- 
ed so practical and interesting that 
one didn’t mind. 


Informal approach to the pro- 
gram is its chief appeal. Johnson 
\did most of the talking, with Miss 
McElhone and Grauer prodding. 
Grauer did the announcing and 
commercial, latter being somewhat 
overiong. Bron. 





eee 


WOMEN’S PAGE OF THE AIR 
With Beth Lee, Bill Myers 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10 a.m. 
| Sustaining 

WPTR, Albany 

This show unfolds mildly and 
conventionally. Its contents are 
news, transcribed music, chatter, 
recipes, fashion advice and inter- 
views, with a Friday portion de- 
voted to books. Beth Lee, women’s 
director at WPTR, is a Kentuckian 
with a drawl and a homey air per- 
sonality. She would make a bigger 
contribution if she improved the 
organization of material, read with 
smoother authority, and sharpened 
her diction. 

Bill Myers, announcer - disk 
jockey, gives more to the program 
than would normally be expected. 
He brightens it with a free flow of 
comment and narrative (especially 
of his Army experiences in Eng- 
land). Chap has a quiet earnest- 
ness and an wnassuming friendli- 
ness that register nicely. Emphasis 
on interviews and on regionaliza- 
tion of copy might help. The pair 
apparently work from a _ rough 
script. Jaco, 


F Dadio Eollounne 3 


Radio Followups 


PEPE EH SHED 4 646446466664 - 


, “America’s Town Meeting” teed 
off its new half-hour format (3) 
with a lively verbal joust between 
cartoonist Al Capp and Norman 
Cousins, editor of the Saturday 
Revue of Literature, on the ques- 
tion of “Television 1950—Good or 
Bad.” Whatever the merits of the 
argument the gab was sharp, pol- 
ished and entertaining. 

Cousins, taking the »~iew that 
except for a few prograins, video 
in its present state had little to 
offer in mature, intelligent view- 
ers, attacked present day prograni- 
ming. He declared that video is 
talking down to people—the same 
mistake that is ruining Hollywood 
and has ruined the pulp fiction 
field; that it’s an assault on good 
taste, and what’s needed in the 
industry is greater originality, in- 
genuity and more of the pioneer- 
Ing spirit. 

_Capp recited a list of Tuesday 
night’s shows and made it appear 
like a household without a tele sect 
Was missing a fabulous amount of 
entertainment. He said that video 
was a lusty, bright and intelligent 


brat. “Watch it grow to the greai- 
ies delight of American family 
ife.” 


George Denny, as usual, mod- 
erated with studied neutrality. 

Sponsors change, but Walter Win- 
chell goes on the same. Now in his 
18th consecutive ABC season, the 
whirlwind radio reporter finds him- 
self plugging for Richard Hudnut 
Ilome Permanent Wave and other 
hair products. It’s all the same to 
WW, who is still the hard-hitting. 
sharp-eyed, sharp-tongued expert 
on international news and _ local 
chitchat, delving into separations, 
divorces, births and _ desertions, 
and making everything sound im- 
portant. Sunday’s (8) segment 
covered hidden bigotry in college 
bequests and praise for obscure 
Journalists who uncover such se- 
crets; Garbo’s foot size; wiretap- 
ping. A lazy newspaper reader 
catches up with Winchell. 
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OPERA TELEVISION THEATRE 

(“Carmen”) 

With Gladys Swarthout, Robert 

Merrill, Robert Rounseville, 

Priscilla Gillette, Phyllis Cur- 

tin, Robert Gay, Luigi Vellucci, 

Norman Scott, Evelyn Sachs; 

Lawrence  Tibbett, 

Boris Goldovsky, conductor 
Producer: Henry Souvaine 
Directors: Goldovsky, Byron Paul 
75 Mins., Sun (1), 5-6:15 p.m. 
CRS-TV, from New York 

Here is unquestionably the most 
successful attempt to date to 
translate opera into terms of tele- 
vision. Granted that in the initial 
presentation, “Carmen,” CBS and 
the Henry Souvaine Co. had a 
“natural” to work with in terms 
ef color, music and dramaturgy. 
and that all and sundry couldn't 
help but breeze through with Bizet 
The fact remains that the New 
Year’s Day premiere of “Opera 
Television Theatre” points up a 
particularly interesting anomaly 
Where TV, for example, has yet 
successfully to bridge the gap 
(with but a few minor exceptions) 
in achieving a dramatic formula 
that is generic to tele and can be 
called video’s own, or endow the 
home viewers with qualitative 
telepix, the TV ventures into the 
more cultural spheres of opera 
have come off with happier results. 

Souvaine appears to be a master 
at “opera packaging,” as evidenced 
by the showmanship hypos attend- 
ing the intermission portions of 
Texaco’s Saturday pickups of the 
Metropolitan Opera on radio, the 
TV hoopla attending the Met’s 
opening night. and more notably 
on this new CBS series. The net- 
work. it’s reported, plunked down 
$25.000 for this initial Souvaine- 
packaged-and-produced _ presenta- 
tion of “Carmen,” and the produc- 
tion accoutrements bespoke that 
type of investiture. 

Aside from the painstaking cast- 
ing that found Gladys Swarthout 
TV'ing one of her most famous 
roles and with Robert Merrill as 
Escamillo and Robert Rounseville 
as Don Jose, there was an overall 
sweep and sureness about the pro- 
duction itself. Seldom, in fact. has 
video captured such a broad ¢an- 
vas or achieved such perfect syn- 
chronization in camera work, de- 
spite the multiple settings and de- 
mands of the Bizet work. Happily. 
Souvaine and CBS “played” the 
whole thing for sight values, as 
well as sound, with the camera 
crew. in particular, scoring notably 
in translating the opera into di- 
mensions of intimacy for living 
room viewing. Credit. for that 
matter, goes to everyone identified 
with the project in making this a 
pleasurable 75 minutes of holiday 
TV fare. 

There was some “inside studio 
stuff’ to preface the opera itself, 
with the CBS camera picking up 
some hand-picked guests idling 
about the immense set, possibly to 
esiablish the “proof positive” that 
the “Carmen” as projected for the 
TV cameras was wrought from a 
bare studio shell, with TV brains 
and ingenuity doing the rest. As 
a supplementary attraction. it was 
unnecessary trivia. It would have 
been less glaring, too, had Law- 
rence Tibbett, as the pre-curtain 
and between-acts narrator, taken 
the. pains to memorize the lines. 
His “off the floor’ reading of a 
hidden script became awfully dis- 
tracling. Rose. 


ESCAPE 

(Rugged Journey’) 

With Charita Bauer, Richard Mac- 
Murray, Charles Egleston, Law- 
rence Fletcher 

Scripter: Howard Rodman 

Preducer-director: Wyllis Cooper 

30 Mins., Thurs. (5), 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

New drama-fantasy series that 
preemed Thursday (5) with 
‘Rugged Journey” shapes up 
promisingly. Opener showed 
Imagination, style and some supe- 
rior writing which made this an 
interesting half-hour. Story con- 
cerned a too-enterprising N. Y. re- 
porter, who by investigating a 
Story of a new invention by a 
transport tycoon, found himself 
marooned in the Arctic. Story 
covered a good deal of ground in 
30 minutes, with tycoon and _ re- 


porter flying to the far north on a, 


magic carpet (a two-seater model): 
reporter resuming a love affair 
with an Eskimo gal started in the 
800d old GI days, and tycoon and 
damsel flying back to the lusher 
Ppurlieus of New York while the 
reporter was left behind to spend 
his days chewing seal meat in his 
igloo. Purpose of the new series 
's to dramatize escape from reality 
through fantasy and adventure, and 
it certainly succeeded here. 

Good writing kept show from 
Soing heavy-handed and an adept 
Cast’ played it = straight. Show 
Sagsed in the middle when the 
love interest entered, but righted 
itself towards the close to finish 
strongly. Production demands 
were simple, and direction rood. 

Bron. 


-narrator; | 


| 

| ABE BURROWS ALMANAC 

| With Burrows, Milton DeLugz 
_ oreh; the Lunds, Adolph Green, 
Betty Comden, guests 

| Writer: Burrows 

| Producers: Burrows-Alan Dinehart 
| 30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from New York 

__ Abe Burrows, who for the past 
few months has been featured on: 
the CBS “This Is Show Business” 
Sunday night panel, is now doing. 
double TV duty, with Columbia 
finally getting around to starring 
him in his own half-hour show. : 
Slotted in the Wednesday night at 
9 post—Arthur Godfrey slot, the 
program, tabbed “Abe Burrows 
Almanac,” is variet¥-slanted, util- 
izing guest performers. Essentially, 
however, it’s a “personality” show, 
one that will rise or fall on what 
Burrows, with his distinctive and 
off-the-beaten path talents, can 
bring to it. 

Last Wednesday's (4) premiere 
performance was more or less in 
the Burrows idiom, but unfortun- 
ately it was stripped of the requi- 
site informality and intimacy gen- 
erally associated with the comic. 
For one thing. CBS made the mis- 
take of attempting to enhance 
Burrows with “production values” 
‘surrounding him with cheesecake 
settings, etc.) The Burrows who 
was projected as a TV personality 
last week was in a contrived sur- 
rounding, seldom relaxed = and 
lacking the spontaneity so essen- 
tial to a Burrows-type show. 

In the case of Burrows, those off- 
the-cuff mannerisms can better 
project themselves by tossing him 
into a “gimmick show” (a la 
Groucho Marx) and letting him ad 
lib his way out of it., The ‘“stud- 
ied” formula of the present pro- 
gram is not the answer to qualita- 
tive Burrows. This one was down- 
right disappointing. 

Chapter One of “Almanac” fea- 
tured Adolph Green and Betty 
Comden, the “On the Town’ (ex- 
legiter and current Metro musical) 
writing team, who scored on the 
comedic side with their ‘Carried 
Away” tune from ‘‘Town,” and the 
Green-Comden-Burrows byplay in 
a “dramatization” of Burrows’ 
Graustarkian “Duke of Dittendor- 
ten” fantasy. Also featured were 
the Lunds, dance team currently 
appearing at the Cotillion Room at 
the Pierre, N. Y. 

Milton DeLugg and his orch 
were on hand to background Bur- 
rows and his guests. Rose. 





BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
With Naomi Campbell, Hazel Vin- 
cent Wallace, A. J. Herbert, 

Mercer McCleod 
Producer-Director: 

mann 
30 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m, 
BALLANTINE ALE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

The switch in this show’s format 
from a showcase of curiosities to a 
dramatie session has resulted in a 
marked improvement. Under the | 
new setup, “Believe It Or Not” is! 
dishing up mystery and_ horror 
yarns, presumably authentic. 
which have been adapted for TV 
requirements. For the opener, the 
production was solidly hapdled in 
straightforward style with the 
show building interest up to the 
curtain. 

Yarn was a fantastic ripley con- 
cerning a murder in England 
which exactly duplicated another 
murder which took place at the 
same spot 150 years previously. 
Every detailin both murders was a 
carbon, from the motives to the 
names of the individuals involved 
This identity. of course, helped to 
crack the modern killing by a 
Scotiand Yard inspector who stum- 
bled across the old records. It was 
a weird twist of coincidence which 
the program credits insist~ is 
grounded in fact. Mebbe so. In 
any case, the scripting was good 
and the performances were first- 
rate. 

Plugs for Ballantine followed 
the jingle pattern used by the ad- 
vertiser during the baseball season. 
It's a tricky tempo that’s easy to 
take. Herm. 


Harry Herr- 


YOUNG AND GAY 
With Bethel Leslie, Mary Malone, 

Kenneth Forbes, Harry Ban- 

nister, Agnes Young, Alexander 

Ivo, John Campbell 
Producer: Carol Irwin 
Director: David Rich 
30 Mins.;: Sun., 7 p. m. 

Sustaining 
CBS-TYV, from N. Y. 

Second in the list of wk. story 
properties converted to television 
by indie packager Carol Irwin, 
“Young and Gay” got off to a slow 
but promising start Jan. 1 on 
CBS-TV. (First of Miss Irwin's 
packages was “Mama,” now aired 
Friday nights on the same web) 
Based on the Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner-Emily Kimbrough novel of a 
couple of innocent young gals try- 
ing, to make, their way in the big, 

~ «Continued on page 38) 


| With Meg Mundy 
| Producer-director: Fred Rickey 
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30 Mins., Sun (8), 10:45 p.m. 
EXPERIMENTAL 
CBS, Washington, D. C. 

CBS. in there punching hard for | 
its color wheel system, came | 
through this past Sunday (8) wich 
the first dramatic program in 
tinted video. Program, though far 
trom perfect, put color in the big 
league and opened up vistas of the 
vast possibilities for the new me- 
dium, lit up by color. 

As a purely dramatic presenta- 
tion, the familiar script remains a 
top chiller. Centered as it is, on 
the emotions and hysteria of a 
Single person, with the sole relief 
being via voices heard ovér the 
telephone, it is not ideal for video. 
Despite this, it built to effective 
drama, and had the desired na‘) 
chewing effect, even though the 
script was familiar to the audi- 
ence. Broadway and radio star 
Meg Mundy turned in a convinc- 
ing performance in a difficult role. 
with the cameras trained on her 
for practically all of the 30 min- 
utes 

The $64 question, whether or not 
the show gained in interest and 
value because of color seemed to 
receive almost a unanimous “yea” 
from the invited audience, con- 
sisting mostly of press reps. 

For some reason, probably tech- 
nical, the color impressed as _ be- 
ing less rich and deep than in 
previous demonstrations. Back- 
ground materials, such as the bed, 
draperies, etc., came through in 
warm. sharp tones. Weakness 
seemed to be in Miss Mundy’s 
makeup, which, obviously designed 
to give her the harsh, sharp lines 
of her role, at times gave a cari- 
catured — effect. The intensive 
closeups were not always. con- 
sistent, and the skin tones were 
less true than seen in the past. 
Consensus of opinion was. still 
however, that color was easier on 
the eyes than black and white. 
that it added warmth and interest 
to the story. and -that the third 
dimension illusion gave a realistic 
impression. 

Production and camera. tech- 
nique showed growth over previous 
demonstrations, with such tricks 
as the bedroom, reflected in a mir- 
ror, with Miss Mundy in the back- 
ground, showing the trend in TY 
towards the Hollywood technique 

Play was shot in the studios of 
WTOP, CBS affiliate, and carried 
by coaxial cable by Bell Telephone 
to WOIC. over whose channe! ®it 
was telecast to the Statler hotel, 
where the demonstration — held. 

sowe,. 
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Chico Marx appeared in the title 
character of “Papa Romani” on 
CBS-TV's “Silver Theatre’ Mon- 
day night (9), but he shouldn't have 
done it. Half-hour program, billed 
as a comedy, was one of the most 
cliched and inept dramatic shows 
seen on video in some time. Orig- 
inal script was penned by George 
Panetta and Bill Whitman, staff 
copywriters for Young & Rubicam. 
who apparently had an Italian ver- 
sion of “Goldbergs” or a video ver- 
sion of ‘Life with Luigi” in mind 
Show had none of the appeal and 
heart-warming qualities of either 
of those two, however, emerging as 
a stereotyped play about — ste- 
reotvyped Italian-American charac- 
ter 

Marx did as well as he could with 
this part but proved that a little of 
that Italian accent is okay only 
when he has his brothers around 
for the necessary counterpoint. 
3ryna Raeburn was miscast as 
Mama Romani but added to the 
triteness with her spaghetti-cook- 
ing and mannerisms. Jerri Anne 
Raphael and Donnie Harris were 
okay in smaller parts as the chil- 
dren. but the roles written for Dino 
Terranova. Isabel Price and John 
Holden were too much for even the 
best actors to overcome. Y & R 
staffer Frank Telford produced and 
directed. with Conrad Nagel hold- 
ing down his usual spot as program 
host. 


Bob Banner, who former) 
worked on NBC-TV's “Garroways 
at l.arge.”’ took over as director on 
CBS-TV’s Fred Waring program 
Sunday (8). Production layout 
was built around Waring’s podium. 
which allowed for fluid camera 
movement from orchestra to 
chorus, soloists. dancers, etc. 

Standout segment of the show 
consisted of variations on “Jada.” 
Waring asked seven of his ar- 
rangers—Virgil Davis, Jack Alli- 
son. Charlie Naylor, Harry Sime- 
one. Livingston Gearhart, Hawley 


SHOP BY TELEVISION 


HECHT CO. 
WMAL-ABC, Washington 


This is a “first” for this town, | 
/and possibly for the country, in TV 
/retail merchandising. Now begin- 
‘ning its third month, the program) 
ihas so pleased its sponsor, the, 


Hecht Co., large department store 
here, that, after five weeks, it was 


+ * | With Ruth Crane, Jackson Weaver | 
Color TV Review 30 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 p.m. 


| Producer: 


expanded from its original 15 min- | 


utes to a full half-hour. 

Unusual gimmick of the show, 
offered as a “shopping service,” 
rather than entertainment, is that 
merchandise displayed on the pro- 
eram is actually bought during and 
immediately after the telecast. A 
trio of eye-filling models appears 
on the set taking phone orders and 
opening charge accounts, and the 
ringing of the telephone bells is 
-udible to the TV audience, thus 
adding authenticity as well as un- 
doubtedly serving to lure other 
shoppers. 

Format of the program is fairly 
conventional, with Ruth Crane, di- 
rector of Women’s Activities for 
WMAL-TV. conducting the show, 
while her announcer, Jackson Wea- 
ver, doubles as funnyman and 
stooge. The articles displayed are 
plugged by Miss Crane, with an 
occasional wisecrack from Weaver, 
and usually has the added interest 
of live models to display the wares 
of the evening. At sponsor’s in- 
sistence—they have sole say in 
selection of merchandise offered 
for sale on the program—the accent 
is on low cost items. This tends to 
slow the program at times and 
keep it from the glamor of certain 
high-priced articles, like women’s 
fashions. On the other hand, there 
is no question that, because of it, 
sales are consistently lively and 
the weekly take more than war- 
rants cost of the show. 

Miss Crane, an accomplished em- 
cee and thoroughly hep to the 
femme angle in radio and mer- 
chandising, keeps things rolling 
even under the handicap of lack of 
variety, as in last Tuesday’s (3) 
program, when a succession of face 
creams grew monotonous. She 
televises extremely well, and should 
impart her secret of successful 
video makeup to others in the field. 
Weaver's bids for laughs are not al- 
wavs successful, but there’s no 
question that his role on the show 
can be developed into successful 
backgrounding. The pair work well 
as a team. for they’ve been at it a 
long time 

The idea for the show. which was 
dreamed up by the station, Is a 
slick one and a natural for video 
The prospect of cramming the 
channels with too many of them 
would be a frightening one, but, 
in moderate doses, it's something 
different and quite viewable. 

Lowe. 
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Ades and Roy Ringwald—each to 
turn in a version ot the old song. 
Stunt resulted in an effective, if 
somewhat overlong. series of num- 
bers. Variations angled “Jada” for 
the Waring “Banjazzatra” of the 
20's, a string orch, two pianos, a 
Mozart ensemble, the Glee Club, a 
Bach fugual group and a ballroom 
dance aggregation. 

Several tunes were given hefty 
production values. Daisy and the 
Dandelions’ chirping ol “Bibbiddi- 
Bobbidi Boo” was given magic 
trappings and worked in parodies 
of three other tunes. Transitions 
were clever, with Waring’s pleas- 
ant patter on his boutonniere cuing 
in Jane Wilson’s warbling ol 
“Who'll Buy My Violets?” and the 
closeup of her bouquet segueing to 
flower girl Nadine Gae dancing 
with Peter Hamilton. 

Commercials were sprightly and 
entertainingly put across. Miss 
Wilson did a dishwashing lament 
that parodied “Una Furtiva La- 
grima”’ and Penny Perry offered a 
takeoff on “Jenny Made Her Mind 
Up” about a bulb-snatcher. 

Ed Wynn's switchover to Camel 
sponsorship coincides with CBS’ 
attempt to build up its Saturday 
night programming. Now coming 
at the heels of the Ken Murray 
show, the network has considerable 
comedy strength in this part of 
Its spectrum. 

Wvnn's antics remain one of the 
more delightful exhibits in video, 
and his preem show for the new 
bankroller indicated that the 
comic's wealth of material will 
attract a considerable rating on 
this new period. Show was dis- 
tinguished by the guest appearance 
of Lucille Ball, with Miss Ball’s 
husband, Desi Arnaz, relegated to 
a comparatively minor role. As 
in the case of the memorable show 
with Buster Keaton, pantomime 
comedy predominated. They did 

‘Continued on page 38) 


; Was overloaded with 


| THE KEN MURRAY SHOW 


With Oswald (Tony Labriola); 
Darla Hood, Joe Wong, Enchan- 
ters, Dave Broekman orch, Jack 
Mulhall, announcer; guests, Nick 
Lucas, Tom Mardo, Gene Lock- 
hart. Alan. Hewitt, Van Heflin, 
Franklin Pangbern, others 

Murray 

Directors: Frank Satenstein, Herb 
Susann ; , 

Choreography: Virginia Johnson 

Writers: Hal Block, Royal Foster 

60 Mins., Sat., 8 to 9 p.m. 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC. 

CBS-TV, trom New York 

iD’Arcy) 

For some weeks there had been 
talk, based on a kinescoped audi- 
tion record which sold the makers 
of Budweiser beer (Anheuser- 
Busch) on making the TV plunge 
to the tune of $1,000,000, that video 
was about to witness something re- 
freshingly new in the revue-mu- 
sicomedy realm; that the problem 
of licking the Saturday night TV 
bugaboo would no longer be a 
problem, and that in Ken Murray 
video was on the verge of catching 
up with its top comedy personality 
since Ed Wynn. 

The Ken Murray Show which 
premiered last Saturday (7) night 
from the Maxine Elliott theatre, 
N. Y.. as a back-to-back attraction 
with Ed Wynn (now sponsored by 
Camel cigarets), unfortunately 
didn’t come through on this pro- 
phetie mission. Not by a long shot. 
That it has some virtues can’t be 
denied. As, for example, a slick- 
ness in movement and pace that in- 
tegrates the whole into a contin- 
uing pattern. It boasts, too, a 
quality of unpredictability so that 
out of a flexible format anything 
might pop. 

It also boasts in Murray a funny 
man who, it’s easy to see, could 
translate his distinctive comedy 
style and inevitable props into 
something video needs more of, 
but who untortunately was left 
lurking too much in the background 
on last week’s preem. One hilari- 
ous skit of g four-man draw poker 
game, with Van Heflin guesting 
around the table, was in itself the 
tipoff that, with proper material, 
Murray could be on the way. 


gut unfortunately most of the 
virtues are still in the promissor 


realm, rather than actuality Last 
Saturday’s show failed to put its 
best TV foot forward The se- 


quencing of acts, tor one thing, was 
poor, resulting in an initial 25 min- 
ules of zip, and then recurring let- 
downs 

Possibly on the assumption that 
beer drinkers like to ery into their 
3udweisers, the first of the alter- 
nate-week series ot presentation 
nostalgia, 


| with a production routine on ‘Mar- 
|gie’’ and some Nick Lucas resur- 


rections (circa “Tiptoe Through 
the Tulips”) taking up a goodly 
segment of the second half. First 
half closed with Gene Lockhart 
and Alan Hewitt doing a scene 
from Arthur Miller’s “Death of a 
Salesman” legit smash, and _ it 
was precisely at this moment that 
the zippy tempo went out of the 
window. The new 60-minute show 
will teature such dramatic inserts 
each time up, but in a= variet: 


Stanza strictly tempoed to the 
thematic “Hollywood and Vine,’ 
why the serio-tragic note of 
“Salesman’’”? And closing the 


show with a 15-year-old 
talent find! That's murder. 

Opening show was loaded with 
gifted talent and stooges, but manv 
of them wasted Van Heflin’s 
guesting was confined to the card 
game quickie; Franklin Pangborn 
was virtually restricted to introing 
Tom Mardo’s dog act: the regulars 
‘and these were distinct assets) in- 
clude Darla Hood, a looker, who 
vocalled the “Margie” number as 
the “Girl of the Week’: Oswald 
‘Tony Labriola’. who is back to 
reprise the drawling act he did 
with Murray tor years in vaude and 
musicomedy; Joe Wong. in the in- 
evitable valet role. and the En- 
chanters. harmony quartet. Dave 
sroekman doybled from the musi- 
cal backgrounding into a couple of 
stage bits 

The “Ken Murray Show” has a 
reported $25.000 talent-production 
nut Save for the “Margie” stag- 
ing and the “Hollywood and Vine” 
opener and closer (a hangover from 
Murray's “Blackouts” and a per- 
manent TV fixture which. more 
than anything else, captures the 
spirit and intent of the show: 
there’s little. production-wise, to 
suggest that kind of coin 

Jack Mulhall, the ex-film actor. 
is doing the commercials on the 
series, although Murray gets in his 
quota. The midway plug is a com- 
bination of gab and Budweiser 


piano 


) Chorusing that comes ‘off ‘well. 


Rose. 
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Strides Made in TV, Theatre Video 
Cited by FCC in Report to Congress 


Washington, Jan. 10. 4 


Great strides in television, imposi- 
tion of the freeze. developments in 
theatre video. continued growth in 
AM, and falling off in FM, were 
highlighted in the 15th annual re- 
port of the FCC submitted today 
(10) to Congress. While the report 
concerns operations during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 49, a 
summary of subsequent events 
noted that by late fall more than 
3.000.000 TV sets were in use and 
that 24 cities were linked by video 
network facilities. During the four- 
month period following June 30, 
the agency reported, 50 new AM 
station authorizations were issued, 
bringing the total as of Oct. 31 to 
2,229. 
permittees 


dropped out, leaving 


the number of authorizations at | 
815. Five television permits were | 


also withdrawn, leaving 112 TV 
stations authorized. 

Although no recommendations 
were made, a letter of transmittal 
to Congress pointed to problems 
faced by the Commission because 
of the “booming interest in tele- 
vision” and the attendant demand 
for video expansion and improve- 
ment. The agency said it is “hard 
pressed to keep abreats of kaleido- 
scopic technical developments af- 
fecting both wire and radio com- 
munication.” and that some of its 
operations have been somewhat 
curtailed. 

“Though its mounting adminis- 
trative and regulatory work has 
necessarily suffered from _ person- 
nel and other budgetary restric- 
tions,” it advised, “the Commis- 
sion’s accomplishments in this vear 
of unprecedented electrical com- 
munications progress constitute a 
fitting 15th anniversary record.” 

The fiscal year, the report said, 
“was marked by such a rush for 
television facilities that action on 
applications for new TV stations 
were deferred pending proceedings 
Jooking toward extending TV oper- 
ations into the ultra-high fre- 
quencies, adopting a nationwide 
channel assignment plan covering 
commercial video broadcasting in 
beth bands and, at the same time, 
inquiring into the possibility of 
color. Even so, the (fiscal) year 
closed with 71 television stations 
serving 42 cities and metropolitan 
districts.” 

Because of difficulty in finding 
usable frequencies in the “very 
saturated” AM band, the Commis- 
sion reported, fewer AM authoriza- 
tions were issued than in 1948. 
Still, the number of stations in this 
category climbed by 145 to nearly 
2,200. i 

As for FM, the report noted that 
while 150 additional stations went 
on the air during the fiscal year, 
the total number of authorizations 
decreased by 155. ‘However,’ it 
added, “FM service was available 
over almost all of the eastern half 
of the U. S., over most of the Coast 
area, and in a number of cities and 
adjacent rural areas in the West. 
Thus, more than 100,000,000 people 
were within range of one or more 


mem FM stations.” 
Sy _ The sharp falling off in FM sta- 
tion applications (‘only 43 were 


filed during the year, the report 
said) was largely due to economic 
problems and uncertainties, the 
relatively small number of FM re- 
ceivers (3,500,000 owned by the 
public), competition from AM 
broadcasting and TY stations (as 
well as other FM_ stations), and 
high costs of station construction. 


“Some FM permitiees withdrew | 


from the field,” the report de- 
clared, “because of their active de- 
sire to engage in television broad- 
casting.” 

The report noted interest of the 
motion picture industry in theatre 
television. It pointed out that since 
1945 certain frequencies have been 
available on an experimental basis 
for development of the service and 
that two companies coniinued ex- 


periments in relaying events of in- | 


terest to theatre audiences. Adop- 
tion of rules to restrict giveaway 
programs 


tion. 





San Antonio—Harold H. Carr 


has been named program director | 


and production manager of KTSA- 
AM-FM, in an announcement made 
by Charles D. Lutz, general man- 
ager. He comes here from Alex- 
andria. La. 











Atlass-CBS 
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pany-owned side of the operation, 
and Merle Jones as one of the 
Coast braintrusters, are also grads 
of the “Atlass School.” 

The Atlass influence has assert- 
ed itself in other directions as 
well. When a couple months back, 
for example, Columbia was pitch- 
ing hard to get “Life With Luigi” 
off the sustaining hook, it remained 
for Atlass to convert it into a com- 





In the same period, 50 FM | 


and postponement of | 
their effective date because of | 
court action was given brief men- | 


mercial commodity by wrapping 
up the Wrigley sponsorship deal. 


Atlass’ Chi Realignment 
Chicago, Jan. 10. 

Announcement by Les Atlass, 
head of WBBM, that Frank Falk- 
nor, general manager, would move 
to New York Jan. 15 as a CBS vee- 
pee caused a snowballing effect in 
job realignment for this midwest 
web affiliate. 

John Akerman was ealled back 
from his WBBM sales rep post in 
New York in order to take over 
Falknor’s position. At the same 
time a new job was created to ab- 
sorb some of the ex-manager’s du- 
ties, as executive assistant to At- 
lass, and filled by Kenneth Craig, 
radio and television director with 
McCann-Erickson agency. Replac- 
ing Akerman is Gilman Johnston, 
sales manager at KMOX, St. Louis. 
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and a desire to continue the pres- 
ent status. 

Should WJW_ secure baseball 
rights, ABC is said to be ready to 
offer network facilities to WERE. 
In fact, some WERE stockholders, 
mindful of network sponsors, etc., 
are inclined towards ABC’c offer. 
The network, scorched in the past 
two years by cancellations and pro- 
gram shifting because of local bali 
games, is reported as not wanting 
any tie-in again with a _ baseball- 
carrying local outlet. 

Still unsolved, too, is television 
rights for the games. WEWS., 
which carried the games last year. 
reported a loss of $75,000. The 
ball club’s dollar demand might 
well be the deciding factor on re- 
newal. WXEL is also interested 
in the TV rights, but WEWS has 
the inside track. 

Interested in the outcome of the 
broadcasting-televising decision is 
‘the City of Cleveland, which owns 
the Stadium. Mayor Tom Burke, 
now engaged in negotiating a con- 
tract with the Ball Club, is known 


to be casting a covetous eye on the | 


estimated $200,000 the club re- 
/ ceived last year from radio and 
television. 
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prising if more FM stations call it 
quits. Already about 30 have 
turned in their licenses, in addi- 
tion to nearly 200 who surrendered 
_permits or conditional grants after 
going to considerable trouble and 
expense to get them. How long 
the 700 plus FM stations in opera- 
tion ‘vill continue to stand a Joss 
is anybody’s guess. 
Secondary Use Seen 

Unless there’s a great upsurge 
in sale of sets, which nobody ex- 
pects, it’s already being taken for 
granted in some radio circles that, 
aside from a few areas where AM 
is not available, FM will be rel- 


egated to such secondary uses as | 


Transit Radio, storecasting, and, 
possibly, low power non-commer- 
cial stations. In the last category 
would be the proposed “steeple 
stations” operating with 10 watts 
power and reaching a  five-mile 
radius. 

Will the FCC allow FM to suffer 
such a slow death? Some who 
ventured into the field with the 
encouragement of the Commission, 
| think the agency has a responsibil- 
‘ity to them. One such. Sol Chain 
of WBIB-FM in New Haven, sug- 
‘gests that the agency reduce AM 
‘schedules as proof of its “avowed 
intention” to let FM displace AM. 
The exclusive FM stations, Chain 
/ Says, would be happy to add the 


| number of hours lopped off AM 
| schedules. 
| Chain informed FCC that he, 
‘like many other veterans, put 
money, blood, sweat, tears and 
years into FM because I believed 
the Commission was sincere about 
FM and would do everything pos- 
sible to foster its growth. The 
Commission has been very kind 
and liberal in relaxing rules to 
make it possible for us to continue 
sweating, but where is the con- 
crete action to let the American 
public know that FM was intended 
to replace AM? 

“Why cannot AM stations dupli- 
cating on FM be required to use 
some AM time to explain FM to 
their listeners instead of keeping 
it as dark a secret as possible? 
Are AM stations who do nothing 
to promote the growth of FM 
operating in the public interest?”, 
Chain asked. 


All-Nite Disk Jock 





Web Shaping Up 


An all-night disk jockey network 
is in the works, if the American 
Federation of Radio Artists ap- 
proves. The insomniac web is pro- 
jected by Harold Kaye’s Mail Or- 
der Network, which has been pro- 
gramming fringe time of WOR, 
N. Y., WGN, Chi, and other sta- 
tions with “per inquiry” commer- 
cials. 

Kavye’s witchinghour web plans 

call for feeding platter spinner Erv 
Victor from WOR to WGN .and 
other outlets. Kaye, at present 
aired on WGN, is coming to New 
York to replace “Big Joe” Rosen- 
field. whose cycle with WOR ex- 
pires this week. AFRA’s na- 
tional council, meeting tomorrow 
(Thurs.), will decide whether it 
will be okay for WOR to feed the 
other stations and grant Kaye a 
waiver allowing him to pay Victor 
a weekly rather than the hourly 
network announcing rate. 
' Both Rosenfield’s and Victor’s 
shows have been commercially suc- 
cessful and have been continu- 
ously sold out, with six items 
plugged every hour of their stan- 
zas. Results from the 50kw sta- 
tions have been “phenomenal,” 
Kaye reports, with mail orders 
coming from the Virgin Isles, Pan- 
ama, Canada, Mexico and even Ha- 
Waii, as well as all the states. 

Victor’s slant on WOR will be 
a continuation of his WGN for- 
mat, hill country and western 
disks. Kaye says that “This isn’t 
the old hillbilly stuff that some 
|, people used to shadder at. It’s 
jukebox hill country music, and 
the kind that the nation is push- 
ing to the top of most-played 
lists.” 


TELE PARTS MFR. BUYS 
WSUA, IND., FOR 836 


Louisville, Jan. 10. 

Three Louisvillians, L. C. J. 
Yeager, Gordon Ford and James 
C. Warren, last week disposed of 
their ownership in WSUA, Bloom- 
ington, Ind., to Sarkes Tarzian of 
Bloomington. Louisville  princi- 
pals are partners in a certified ac- 
countant firm, and started WSUA, 
1,000-watt AM station in October, 
1946, where there was no other 
station in Bloomington. 
| arzian, TV parts manufacturer, 
/owns another Bloomington station, 
|WTTV. He paid $83,750 for the 
Louisvillians’ Bloomington equip- 
ment, leases and goodwill. Town's 
third radio station is two-year-old 
WTOM, 250-watter. 


Kate Smith Disk Show 
To Be Launched on WOR 


Kate Smith, whose “Kate Smith 

Calls” will be dropped by ABC 
after Jan. 30, will launch a variety 
record show on WOR, N. Y., on 
Fridays from 8-8:55 p.m., starting 
Jan. 20. Stanza, like her ABC 
show, will feature Miss Smith and 
Ted Collins. Singer doesn’t want 
to do a show with live taient and 
will use disks by herself and other 
vocalists. 
| The ABC show, which started 
last August as a 105-minute stint 
and was later cut to an hour, was 
pitched for multiple sponsorship, 
| but never inked any backers. Built 
‘around a telephone routine, series 
'was eaught in the anti-giveaway 
fire. Web is replacing it with 
| some orchs. 
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Wednesday, January 11, 1950 


From the Production Centres 


- 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 
| Joe Laurie, Jr., looks set for a nighttime N. Y. disk jockey show 
| called “Show Biz,” his own package, which will integrate questions and 
| answers. -interviews with celebs, revival of nostalgic disks, etc..... 
| Bill Hedges, Radio Pioneers prexy, has called a meeting of the club 
| for Monday (16) at the Hotel Roosevelt Harriet Van Horne, World- 
| Telegram-Sun columnist, requests this personal: “Received two Christ- 
mas gifts ‘two bottles of French champagne and a musical clock) with 
no cards.” Simply want to say “thanks” Charles Boyer arrived in 
town this week to cut audition records for new dramatic series pro- 
duced by Jackson Leighter and Walter R. Pick. Boyer would play the 
role of a soldier of fortune in scripts by Larry Klingman George 
(Tom) Fry, ABC national network sales director, has switched to 
Kenyon & Eckhardt Anne Stegos added to WHLI script dept 
Ernest and Eva Callaway, WWRL’s cross-the-board gabbers, have 
launched a charm contest for Negro women in the metropolitan area 
o 2 Allan Stevenson, recently in “The Paragon,” which closed in Wil- 
| mington, plays one of the leads on “Crime Fighters” Saturday. 
| Sy Merns, ex-WINS. now program director of WMON, Montgomery, 
|W. Va. 








John W. Vandercook to emcee Muntz-TV’s “Rebuttal” on 
Mutual. John Reddy is directing for Masterson-Reddy-Nelson produc- 
| tions William R. Seth, former ad-promotion director for Muzak, 


added to O’Brien & Dorrance as AM-TV director... Johnny Olsen now 
transcribing his ABC “Ladies Be Seated” to avoid conflict with his 
DuMont “Rumpus Room” show. 

On the day last week that he was scheduled to move into his 19th 
floor offices as new head of radio-TV sales for CBS, Jack Van Volken- 
berg was called to Iowa due to serious illness of father Joe Ream, 
John Karol and Herb Ackerberg “playing” the District Affiliate Cir- 
cuit again, leaving on Friday (13) for New Orleans meeting Howard 
Meighan’s N. Y. stay apparently prolonged indefinitely, with the name 
of CBS’ Coast topper now restored to the 485 Madison ave. registry 
Dick Pack, WNEW’s publicity chief, to become a papa again Madi- 
son ave. stroller: A. W. (Jess) Willard, recovered from serious opera- 
tion Hal Tunis, WMGM jock, named national entertainment chair- 
man for group supporting orphanages in Israel Mrs. Helen Newman, 
WVNJ station manager, readying a daily women’s series under her for- 
mer mike name, Helen Sutton Bob Lewis added to WAAT announ- 
cery Meade Davidson, WWRL news commentator, temporarily drop- 
ping nightly series pending recovery from heart ailment Franklin 
Pulaski new to ABC's “Modern Romances”. Al Hoage and Michael 
Garin join “Romance of Helen Trent” Arthur Kohl new “David 
Harum” player Charles Seel joins “Stella Dallas” Joe de Santis 
added to “Lorenzo Jones” CBS associate sports director John Derr 
lolling in Miami for two weeks K&E’s Herb Landon to Chi on Fri- 
day (13) Carlton Morse flies to Coast around Feb. 1 to taunch initial 
“One Man’s Family” broadcast for Miles Labs....Nanecy Ranson, frau 
of the WMGM flack, having her second one-man show at the George 
Binet Gallery Jim Brown handiing radio publicity for BBD&O, 
vice Jim McGarry (now assisting Ben Duffy)....WNEW’s Art Ford 
and tub-thumper Buddy Basch saw Bermuda, sopping up island music 

Frank Hopkins, ex-Kudner, has joined K&E as a commercial 
scripter WOR’s Joe Rosenfield getting four kudos in two weeks, 
from Servicemen’s Cheer Club, Vets of Foreign Wars, Uniformed Fire- 
men and Council to Prevent Blindness .WCBS’ Jack Sterling vaca- 
tioning in Miami, returning Monday 16) WJZ’'s Pegeen Fitzgerald 
into and out of Lenox Hil! hosp Merrill E. Joels doing the heavy 
on “Life Can Be Beautiful.’ Also narrating kid disks for Admiral 
and Caravan Records. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Fletcher Wiley was rushed into the breach of Housewives Protective 
League last week when Knex Manning pulled up hoarse. For the one- 
time owner and now manager of HPL it was his first mike warming in 
eight years Robert Arden, whose “America Looks Abroad,” was one 
of the most popular commentary programs during the war, is resuming 
on two stations with a credit dentist again taking up the tab Norman 
Brokenshire came to town with his contest winners for “Double Or 
Nothing” and immediately made the dailies with some cracks about 
the smog, a popular subject hereabouts....James Stewart was taken 
into Prudential’s Family of Stars to sit at the table in the chair given 
up by Ronald Colman for his own show, “Halls of Ivy” KFWB 
bought a phone line to Helena, Montana, to carry half-hour of a picture 

| premiere there. Of course Warners owns both the station and the pic- 
ture Art Linkletter has been told by his sponsor (Raleighs) he can 
_tape “People Are Funny” rest of the season. Three-week trial was the 
clincher Ed Gardner has written friends he has no intention of pull- 
ing stakes in Puerto Rico after the current radio season. Savs he likes 
.it and hopes to develop his project into a successful business venture 
Bing Crosby taping six shows in Frisco so he can rest up between 
pictures at his Monterey home, just a piece south of the bay Pete 
Jaeger around for a few days to line up some radio and TV packages 
for his new sales and merchandising firm Bob Pollock and Eileen 
Prince will tr ‘ese fertile channels with their talent (and looks) after 
a year abroac with their own program, “Americans in Paris”... Dee 
_Engelbach will direct Joan Crawford in a transcribed dramatic series 
for Robert Kenneth James Jack Smith made it an even thousand 
broadcasts for Procter & Gamble. That's a lot of songs Eleanor 
Corrigan of CBS flackery booted “a hard object” and is now crutched 
for three weeks with a busted toe Mildred Bailey has been moved 
to St. Johns hospital in Santa Monica and Bing Crosby hopes her many 
friends in radio will pay her a call.... Hay McClinton due out the 25th. 


IN CHICAGO... 


DuMont TV receiver distributors will meet for a one-day confab 
Wednesday (11) at the Drake hotel New secretary for MBS’s Cen- 
tral Division Sales department is Virginia Malatin .. Phil Bowman, 
radio and TV director with Young & Rubicam, and J. D. Galbraith, 
NBC sales exec, both planed to the Coast for preem of NBC's “Halls 
of Ivy" program Johnny Baker left WLS to become info chief 
for marketing administration of U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Norman 
Stewart, former commercial manager of WKJG. Fort Wayne, joined 
WCFL as staff advertising salesman Date originally skedded for 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency to move into its new LaSalle street 
offices (3) has been changed to the 14th “Matinee With Murphy,” 
with Ed Murphy, disk jockey, sponsored by Pat Stevens Modeling 
agency, has a one-hour split segment sked, 3:30-4 p.m. and 4:30-5 p.m. 
on WGN The 15 minute WAAF Reports program will have a new 
bankroller Jan. 20 when it hits the airways at 10:30 am....."“The 
Tommy Bartlett Show,” which debuted Jan. 9 over WGN from the 
Home Arts Guild, is a revival of a similar afternoon interview program, 

Meet the Stars,” which he used to emcee from the same place in 1946 

Zenith directors elected Paul B. H. Smith a veepee and director of 
| the Canada branch Bowing out (1) from Henri, Hurst & McDonald 
was Robert E. Zeh, veepee and copy director, while stepping in in an 
executive capacity is Walter Stuckslager, from Esquire James Stir- 
ton, ABC Central Division general and sales manager, returned from & 
two-week holiday with his family in Minneapolis... ‘Lee Hon, WBBM 
_ assistant program director in charge of operations, returned from & 
_Tecent vacation in Covington, Ky. ... 300,000 visitors attended ABC's 
Various broadcasts on AM stations during 1949. Biggest record wat 


|set by the Breakfast Club, wi “ivie 
| studio within the year.” ” with 145,000 people jamming the Civis 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Growing tendency of networks to copyright all dramatic scripts will | 
only get them tangled in a welter of red tape, according to some legal | 
eagles in the industry. The lawyers say that the trend to indiscrim- | 
inate copyrighting will only cost time and money and limit rather than 


protect rights. 


Broadcasting a script doesn’t constitute publishing in the copyright 
sense, it’s pointed out, and therefore the rights to dramatic material 


are not surrendered after it is aired. 


If the material is swiped, the 


original owner can sue for damages whether or not it has been copy- 


righted. 


Copyrighting has some advantages, 
damages for infringement are set by 


in that minimum 
than by the court. 


it’s admitted, 
law rather 


Additionally, the fact that an audition script or the first broadcast of a 


series is copyrighted may serve as a 


infringers. 
However 


on protection and hence is a reduction of one’s rights. 
trend towards increased use of copyrighting spreads, it 


“keep off” warning to would-be 


the legal thinkers stress, copyrighting places a time limit 


Further, if the 
may result in 


all broadcast material having to be copyrighted. 


Recent report in VARIETY concerning the Radio Writers Guild and 


its relations with its Authors League of 
Roy Langham, 


curate in several details. 


America affiliates was inac- 
whose resignation as national 


exec ore secretary, was submitted in September and became effective 


has left the Guild and has not yet decided on future plans. 


and Langham’s successor in the 
by the eastern region of 
on a six-month basis. 


Hammerstein, II, tne 


Jan. 
Sais A. Stabile, eastern exec-sec 
national spot, was also retained as attorney 
the RWG. The retainer was, at his own request, 
However, the latter fact was not made clear to the council of the parent 
League. At a League council meeting, Oscar 


organization's president, 
members present, 
attorneys 


be wound up in six months. 


apparently with the approval of the council 
reportedly suggested that Stabile’s retainer as RWG 


But there appears to be some 


question of whether the League constitution covers the matter of se- 


lection of a 
Attack on 
region V.p 


attorneys by the various Guilds. 
the League administration by 
of the RWG, took place at a 


Sheldon Stark, eastern 
League television committee 


meeting. a at a League council meeting. 





Annual George Foster Peabody awards for outstanding Boston radio 


and TV shows issued by the 


Massachusetts Listening 


Post were pre- 


sented to several Hub stations recently. 


Presentations were made by 
with WCOP, 


of its children’s 


committee chairman Dorothy 
Hub’s ABC outlet grabbing two honors, for the excellence 
programs and its outstanding news reporting. WHDH, 


Kraus, 


Hub indie, also copped two citations for its educational programs and 


its comprehensive public service programs. 
its educational video show, 


cited the excellence of 


for 
ders.” 


Other Massachusetts stations copping honors 


WBZ-TV, NBC outlet, was 


“Living Won- 


were WTAG, Worcester, 


winning first award for its activity in public service and a citation for 
news reporting. An award for outstanding drama productions went to 


WSPR, Springfield. 


First all-out editorialization by 


a New 
revoked the Mayflower ruling last ‘summer 


York station since the FCC 
has been mapped by WLIB. 


General manager Harry Novik has arranged two 90-minute shows on 
Sunday (15) at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. and hour-long stanzas on Monday and | 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. to plug for fair employment practices and civil 


rights 
ton next 
Colored Peoples. 


Campaign is linked to the emergency mobilization in Washing- 
week cailed by the National 


Assn. tor the Advancement of 


Shows being lined up by program director Sam Elfert will include 


appearances by civic, labor, 


Americana and disks. 


religious and educational 
Station will also use spots. 


leaders, musical 
Morris Novik, one 


of WLIB’s owners, said he considers the project part of his long-time 


espousal of the right to editorialize, 

tunity to express its views. 
Departure of Fred Robbins from W OV, ie # 
was due to differences on format. WOV 


given oppor 


ing over the 1280 Club” stint, 


provided the other side is also 


. with Bill Williams tak- 


program veepee Arnold Hartley feels that the disk jockey has to be a 


performer rather than merely 
stylistic 
logical hurdle. 
formal chatty 


their copy. 


a salesman and that the switch 
platter chatter to straight commercials constitutes a psycho- 

Although some jocks can tackle the plugs in their in-| 
manner, most sponsors 


from 


want on-the-square readings of 


The indie therefore decided to split the entertainment and commer- 


cial chores between a jock and an announcer. ) : 
and Williams was brought in to make the musical talk while 
Feeling is that the new approach allows 


the idea, 
Joe Given takes the plugs. 


Robbins wouldn’t go for 


Williams and Given to concentrate on their specialties. 





Tele Chatter 





New York 


Jack Carter Show will be minus 
the emcee’s services for two weeks, 
starting Feb. 18, while the comic 
plays a two-week cafe stand at the 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach 
Bart Swift named assistant to 
Harry Kalcheim of the William 
Morris Agency. Kalcheim books 
the Milton Berle show Abe Gin- 
nis and Mel Tolkin have written 
a situation comedy show around 
Sid Caesar, which is currently be- 
ing pitched to the networks 

WPIX announcer Joe 
now emceeing the station’s 

“Hobby Club,” new kid 


» .. MPO Productions’ camera 
crew, supervised by Irene Wilson, 
off to Florida this week to shoot 
a series of TV commercials for the 
1950 Nash. repped by the Geyer. 
Newell & Ganger agency . New 
series of 20-second television film 
Spots produced by Cinemart for 
the National Board of Fire Under- 
Writers being offered free to all 
Stations willing to air them occa 


Bolton 


show 


sionally as public service. . 

Billy Vine’s father, Dave, now 
scripting son’s material on CBS- 
TV's “54th Street Revue” Luis 


Van Rooten joins the TV cast of 


Carleton A Morse’s “One Man's 
Family” Jan. 20 as Doctor Thomp- 
s0n 


marking th medico’s first ap- 
*peatande on’ ‘the ey show. & 


formerly production 
William Gargan on 
version of ‘“‘Martin 
Kane, Privaté Eye,” formed own 
package agency, with first ven- 
ture being a video psychological 
drama series titled “It Could Be 
You” . Pat Browning, latest ad- 
dition to Gargan’s video version of 
“Martin Kane” on NBC, was for- 
merly a page girl at that web and 


Skippy Pyle, 
assistant to 
Mutual’s AM 


escorted visitors to the whodunit 
show “Mr. Magic,’ WPIX 
magic show starring Norman Jen- 


six-times-a- 
5:15 to 5:30 
now at Ra- 


sen, expanding to a 
week schedule in the 
slot . Cathy Mastice, 
dio City Musie Hall, guests on 
WOR-TV's “Arthur Lesser Show” 
Friday (13) Philbin, Brandon 
& Sargent agency pacted to handle 


the Cameo Curtains account for 
TV... Marion Bell, William Me- 
Graw, Ray Jaquemot and Kenneth 
Smith set for the leads in NBC- 
TV's. first opera, Kurt Weill’s 
“Down in the Valley,” being aired 
Saturday (14) at 10 p.m. under the 


supervision of Peter Herman Adler. 


TRANSIT RADIO EXPANDS 
Cincinnati, Jan. 10 
Transit @®adio. Inc., with head- 
quarters here, has added Flint, 
Mich.. te its growing list of radio 
markets. with WAJL broadcasting 
programs for Flint Trolleys Coach 
Co. vehicles 
Operation Is 
Transcast Co., 
Winegarden. 





handled by Flint 
headed by Myron 





' construct 


| station by 


WSM ASKS EXTENSION 
ON VIDEO APPLICATION 


Nashville, Jan. 10. 


WSM has promised the FCC that | | 


|it will provide Nashville with tele- | 


vision within six months if granted 


SINCLAIR REFINING - 


an extension. 

WSM was to have completed the 
Feb. 1, but cited diffi- 
culties which officials of the sta- 


tion said had been encountered in | 


getting construction started. 


| 


| 


Two sites selected on which to) 


have’ been 
by the Civil 


the tower 
turned down either 
Aeronautics Authority or by 
zoning board here, and another, 
which was approved by the boards, 
provided inadequate coverage be- 


the | 


cause of “ghosts” on the screen, 
the application for extension 
stated. 
WSM has promised the FCC 


that it will provide, at its own ex- 


pense, network television programs 
iby Oct. 1, the date when Louisville 


lis scheduled to be connected with 


the coaxial cable. 

A total of $53,626 has already 
been spent by WSM in promoting 
the station. 


3 TV Sustainers 
Get CBS Heave 


Three high-budgeted CBS-TV 
sustainers are scheduled to get the 





| heave within the next two months 
| through inability to wrap up spon- 


sors for them. Shows include the 


| hour-long “54th Street Revue” and 


|urdays from 8 to 9 p.m. 


“Romance,” lat- 


dramatic 


“Front Page” and 
ter both half-hour 
grams. 

“54th Street.” 
Fridays from 9 to 
alternate week basis 
“Ford TV Theatre,” will alternate 
with the “Ken Murray Show” Sat- 
this week 
(14) and on Jan. 28. Web cur- 
rently has no plans to continue the 


10 p.m. on an 
with the 


show into February. As with all 
such house-built sustainers, how- 
iever, CBS will keep kinescope 


‘recordings of the program on hand 


‘statler 


for continued pitching to ad agen- 
cies and their clients 

“Romance,” also a CBS 
package, was originally 
to wind its sustaining run tomor- 
row night (Thurs.) in the 8:30 to 
9 slot. Web has decided to do a 
half-hour remote pickup of the 
football “Coach of the Year” din- 
ner from Leone's eatery, N. Y., 
during that time, however, so ‘Ro- 
mance’ may be aired two weeks 
later, on Jan. 26, for its finale. 
CBS sports chief Red Barber will 
emcee the “Coach” pickup. 

“Front Page.” weekly half-hour 
series based on the w.k. legiter 
by Ben Hecht and Charles Mac- 
Arthur and packaged by World 
Video, has been aired in the Thurs- 
day night 8 to 8:30 slot. Last broad- 
cast is scheduled for Jan. 19, and 
no program has been decided on 
vet to fill that period. 


November Set Sales Show 


Trend to Larger Screens 


house 
scheduled 





Washington. Jan. 10. 
Trend to larger video screens 
was shown in last week's report 


by the Radio Manufacturers Assn. 
on November picture tube sales to 


sei makers. Report showed 58°7 
of sales between 12 inches and 
14 inches and 19% as 14 inches 


Tubes between nine and 
only 18°; 


or larger. 
12 inches accounted for 


of sales. Smaller sizes accounted 
for 4° 

Month’s” sales totaled 485.312 
tubes valued at $12,516,000. com- 


pared 456,375 units valued at $11,- 
719.000 in previous month 

Sales of radio tubes during No- 
vember totaled 23,911,000 units. a 
slight drop from previous month. 
Approximately 77°. of sales were 
for new equipment. about 19°7 for 
replacements and the balance for 
export and government sale. 


WAAM’s Nitery Show 


Baltimore. Jan. 10 
WAAM,. indie television station 
here which has concentrated on 
live studio programming. teed off 
another one Saturday night (6) 
with “Pan American Casino.” frofn 
Ralph Diaz's Balto nitery of the 
same name. Club’s floor show was 
transplanted directiv to the 
WAAM studios. where it iseto be 
a weekly series for participating 
sponsorship 
Show is produced by WAAM 
Dennis ‘Kane, '* ri 


|a “dealer 


FCC May Get Govt. 


OK to Use Less 


Drastic Action to Curb Stations 





BUYS PHILLY TV SHOW 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 
Sinclair Refining Co.'s first ven- 
ture in television in the Philadel- 
phia area began last week with its 
sponsorship of WCAU-TV’s “Bul- 
letin News and Weather” program, 
featuring Allan Scott. 


The 15-minute, live, new show, 
which runs Mondays through Fri- 
day, is in line with the expanded 


policy of the firm to localize cam- 
paigns throughout the country and 
to concentrate upon advertising in 
sales territories where the firm op- 
erates. 

Commercially, Sinclair features 
a dav” on the show. 
the picture of a Phila- 


| Each day 


| delphia Sinclair service station and 


a picture of the station’s manager 
lis shown. with audio accompani- 
|ment identifying the location, 


pro- | 


heretofore aired | 


owner and products. 

Program uses stills, 
interviews and new analysis by 
Scott, vet AM gabber. All elements 
of news gathering are comprised, 
including local, national and inter- 
national sources 


Changes Seen in WPIX 
Program Format With 
Larson in Coe G.M. Spot 


Appointment of G. Bennett Lar- 
son as general manager of the N.Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX to succeed Rob- 
ert L. Coe, resigned, 


charts, live 





is expected to 


| bring about further changes in the 


| day 


_ concentrating 
under 


Station’s programming format. As 
a former top producer and director 
with NBC radio, Larson is expect- 
ed to put major emphasis on step- 
ping up the WPIX program sched- 


ule, whereas Coe, an engineer be- 
fore taking over the WPIX job 
left most of the creative produc- 


tion work to his staff 

No reason was given for Coe’s 
resignation, and he himself de- 
clined to furnish any, declaring 
only that he “felt it was the best 
thing to do.” He denied any sub- 
stantial differences over policy 
with the WPIX top management, 
headed up by F. M. Flynn as prez. 
With Larson taking over next Mon- 
(16), Coe plans to remain at 
the station until the following Fri- 
day and then take off on an ex- 
tended vacation. He said he has 
no immediate plans except to re- 
main in TV, preferably in N. Y 

At one time specializing in re- 
mote pickups and film = shows 
WPIX several months ago began 
on studio programs 
supervision of Warren 
program manager To 
further that aim, the station re- 
cently put into use an auxiliary 
Studio to ease the load of produc- 
ing so manv shows back to back 
in its main studio. Larson’ conse- 
quently, is expected to put even 
greater emphasis on studio shows 
insofar as economic conditions 
permit. 

Prior to joining WPIX. Larson 
was video veepee for WCAU-TV. 
Philadelphia. He started his broad- 


the 
Wade as 


casting career 23 vears ago with 
KDYL. Salt Lake City, joining 
NBC in 1929. where he produced 
several of the web's top. radio 
shows. He subsequently was asso- 
ciated with the Joseph Katz agen- 
ev, Ruthrauff & Ryan and Young 
& Rubicam. and with WWDC., 
Washington. and WPEN. Philadel- 


phia 


WCAU’s Church Series 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10 

The suecess of the nightly Bible 
readings during the Thanksgiving- 
to-Christmas period has led WCAU 
and the Philadelphia Council of 
Churches to launch a new 
that will be given each night 
ing the Lenten season 

As in initial 
of passages appropriate to 
ligious season will be 
prominent local laymen from all 
walks of tife The new series be- 
gins Ash Wednesday. Feb. 22. and 
will continue through FE Sun- 
dav. April 9. The readings will be 
heard seven nights a week. from 
11'25-T4:39 po om. 


series 
dur- 
the readings 
the re- 
made by 


series 


ister 


+ Washington, Jan. 10. 


After years of being in the talk 
| stage, there’s a good chance the 
present session of Congress will 
| give the FCC new authority to 
| make radio stations toe the line by 
use of penalties short of the “death 
sentence.” The agency would like 
to have power to suspend a sta- 
tion’s operations in case of infrac- 
tions, and it may get it. 

The need for punishments mild- 
er than revoking a license was 
highlighted in the Commission’s 
decision of a fortnight the 
Don Lee case. In renewing licenses 
of the Lee stations despite a find- 
ing of “flagrant” 
work rules, FCC 
admitted its only recourse—denial 
of license—was too drastic. And 
putting a group of stations out of 
business and_ disqualifying the 
owners from again holding radio 
licenses, the majority said, it was 
reluctant to do “except in an ag- 
gravated case.” 

Commission decision in the Lee 
case, the sland of proceedings 
begun nearly four years ago, vir- 
tually amounted to an appeal to 
Congress for broader penalty pow- 
ers. The majority opinion (by 
Commissioners Rosell Hyde, Ed- 
ward M. Webster, Robert F. Jones 
and George E. Sterling) stated: 
“Had we the authority to order a 
suspension, aSsess a penalty or im- 
pose some other sanction less than 
a ‘death sentence,’ we should have 
no hesitancy whatsoever in doing 
so in this case.” 
Commissioner 


ago in 


violation of net- 
majority frankly 


Frieda Hennock’s 
dissenting opinion, in which Chair- 
man Wayne Cov concurred, also 
pointed to the need for other sanc- 
tions, although it favored the 
treme penalty against Don Lee be- 
cause of the nature of the viola- 


eX- 


tions. Miss Hennock suggested 
that “it would certainly be salutary 
for the Congress to give some con- 
sideration to the problem here 
raised, and, if possible, to design 
some other sanctions of in- 
termediate severity which might be 
applied more expeditious]s 
Congressional Action Likely 
Congressional action is most 
dikely from the House Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, which now has before it 
the Senate-passed MeFarland bill 
to revamp FCC procedures. This 
measure contains a provision for 


issuance of cease and desist orders, 


similar to those issued by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, in cases 
involving minor violations 3ut 
this provision is regarded by 
FCC’ers as meeting only part of 
the problem. It is expected that 
the Committee will be asked to 


broaden the legislation to include 
suspensions and fines. 

Chairman Robert Crosser (D., O. 
has expressed dissatisfaction with 
the McFarland bill and has been in 
communication with the FCC in an 
effort to work out a satisfactory 


measure His committee plans 
hearings as soon as higher priority 
legislation is out of the way. Chair- 


man Coy and other members of the 
Commission will undoubted], 
tifv. 

The McFarland bill. although it 
failed to receive House action in 
the first session of the present Con- 


tes- 


gress, was the furtherest that leg- 
islation to expand FCC powers has 
advanced since the Communica- 
tions Act, under which FCC oper- 
ates, was enacted in 1934. Numer- 
ous other biils affecting FCC have 
been considered in Congressional 


committees, but failed to 
either House 

With the nucleus of 
bill, the House may be 
vide the long-needed legislation to 
bring FCC operations up to date. 
With the number oi stations muiti- 
plied from what it was since the 
Act was written and the problem 
of enforcing regulations becoming 
mode difficult. the need for e 
tive sanctions short of license 
mination is believed overdue 

Power to suspend, it is felt, 


pass 


the Senate 


able to pro- 


Tec- 


ter- 


would further eliminate inequities 
in actions against licensees. Com- 
missioner Webster, while joining 
with the majority. reserved the 
right to reach a different conctu- 
sion in some other ease in which 
the circumstances mav be differ- 
ent. But he was mindful that the 
Don Lee decision may be cited bv 
violators as a. precedent .against 


(“harsh treatment. 
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“— 


and 
Make 


ooo for 29.5 seconds — Dealers 


Happy 


It is actually possible, contrary to a lot of recent convention oratory, to make dealers 
happy these days. All you do is fill their stores with customers. 

Network radio, of course, is the most store-filling medium known. And there are several 
solid reasons why the radio network named Mutual can fill your dealers’ stores with more 
customers (per dollar and per dealer) than any other network. 

High among these reasons is the fact that on Mutual alone—at no extra cost for facili- 
ties—you can stop your listeners and tell them where to go to buy your product... with 
29.5-second messages identifying local dealers by name and address. And Mutual can 
localize your message in almost twice as many markets as any other network. 

Yes, you can tell your sales story best in network radio—but many a sales story is 
incomplete without this Mutual-exclusive signpost right to the dealer’s door. 

Obviously, this applies the power of point-of-sale merchandising to network broad- 


casting. Obviously, this extra, home-stretch effort makes dealers very happy indeed. 


Se 


REMEMBER THESE OTHER MUTUAL PLUS-DIFFERENCES: Be ee ce 


The Difference is MUTUAL! 





Lowest Costs, Hookup by Hookup, of All Networks 


Largest Audiences Per Dollar in All Network Radio the broadcasting 
500 Stations; 300 the Only Network Voice in Town 
system 


Moximum Flexibility for Custom-Tailored Hookups 








34 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 11, 1950. 











REN Cn 














the Berle show alone. Another pro- 
gram experiencing similar difficul- 
ties is “This Is Show Business,” 
the CBS Irving Mansfield show. 
Mansfield is leaving for Florida at 
the end of this month to case 
nitery acts in the area for future 
bookings. Program has had to shell 
out increasing amounts for acts. 


For exampie, Levenson, who 
clicked in two appearances at $100 
each on that show, is now asking 
$1,000 per video shot. In this case, 


however Levenson will make an 
other guester on “Showbiz” for 
cuffo in appreciation of the im- 
petus which program gave him, 
List of Shows Mounts 
The start of Ken Murray's 


Biackouts” on CBS Saturday (7: 
expected to add to the all- 
around vaudeo difficulties. This 
show will go into competition with 
existing variety showcases and bid 
for the same supply of acts. “Black- 
outs,” in addition, will seek to in- 
ject segments of hit legiters. Line- 
up started off with an excerpt from 
*Death of a Salesman.” While this 
will take the strain off procuring 
acts, greater difficulties are en- 
visioned in getting suitable dra- 
matic fodder. 

Start of Abe Burrows’ “Alma- 
nac” last week, use of acts on the 
Perry Como show. plus the act 
employment on  Ed_ Sullivan's 
“Toast of the Town,” the Jack 
Carter Show, Arthur Godfrey and 
Friends, plus a myriad of lesser 
displays, is sufficient to put com- 
petition for talent on a harrowing 
plane, especially on programs 
which seek some degree of ex- 
clusivity. The Sullivan and Carter 
shows. however, are reported to 
experience the least difficulty in 
booking performers. 

The situation is further compli- 
cated by the fact that the Strand, 
Capitol theatres and the Latin 
Quarter cafe, all New York, re- 
strict doubling from their spots to 
video. This decreases the number 
of availabilities. 

Show producers are hopeful that 
a new batch of entertainers will 


is 


Future of Vaudeo Looks Dim 


Continued from page 27 











develop as a result of the new 
vaudeville @ime. That will be a 
longterm process, but the imme- 
diate problem is to get the right 


caliber talent to fill current needs. | 
'co for the new Robert Montgomery | 











Talent Agencies 


a Continued from page 27 





its present state offers little to en- 
tice a bankroller. Action of a little 
more than one minute takes place 
every half-hour or so. There’s lit- 
tle continuity for sustained inter- 
est. With races staged for the bene- 
fit of a tele audience, events would 
be held at shorter intervals and 
with either comment or entertain- 
ment between sprints. 

Talent agencies’ attempts to 
cash in on the sports field recalls 
the alliance of Musie Corp. of 
America with CBS and Allied Syn- 
dicate, which bought into Tourna- 
ment of Champions with the idea 
oi staging fights for video. How- 


ever, this idea petered out when 
the buyers sold ovt at a quick 
profit. 











ts Ford | 


| 











tm Continued from page 26 


expand “Actors Studio” from its 
present half-hour format into a 
full hour and move it over to Fri- 
day nights to alternate with the 
Ford Show. “Stage Door,’ new 
half-hour series packaged by Carol 
Irwin in association with CBS, will 
take over the Tuesday night at 9 
slot formerly occupied by “Studio,” 
starting Jan. 81. 
aged by World Video and a Pea- 
body Award winner last year on 
ABC-TV, will have its first Friday 
night airing Feb. 3, replacing “54th 
Street Revue” as the Ford alter- 
nate. Winston O’Keefe, formerly 
associated with the American The- 
atre Wing and New Stages, mean- 
while takes ever as producer on 
the Ford program this week (13). 
Garth Montgomery, who had pro- 
duced the show since its inception, 


“Studio,” pack- | 


continues as TV chief of the K&E 
agency, 

With Ford deciding to maintain 
its alternate-week schedule, it is 
expected that other advertisers 
planning to follow the same idea 
will now do so. These include 
Texaco on the NBC-TV Milton 


Berle show, which had planned to/! 


initiate its every other week sched- 
ule next fall, and American Tobac- 


hour-long dramatic series, which 
is tentatively slated to tee off soon 
on the NBC-TV_ web. Arthur 
Schwartz's “Inside U.S.A. with 
Chevrolet” will continue its pres- 
ent alternate week airing on CBS 
through the end of the current 
eycle in March. ‘ 











Local TV Shows 
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a loca! operation, can pay off 
rating-wise. 
“Children’s Hour,” aired Sun- 


day mornings under Horn & Hard- 
art sponsorship, has no opposition, 
since WNBT is the only N. Y. sta- 
tion operating at that time. Even 
so, the fact that it could show on 
the regular Hooper Top 10 makes 
its rating significant. According 
to the American Research figures, 
WNBT’'s “Gobo, the Clown” and 
“Children’s Theatre” tops all com- 
petition in the 6 to 6:30 p.m. strip 
with an 8.4 average, as against the 
7.2 of DuMont’s “Small Fry.” At 
6:30, WNBT’s “‘Easy Does It” aver- 
ages 5.1 and is mostly in third 
place. 

The Sunday afternoon 
long Cassidy” westerns, in which 
local sponsors have participating 
spots, tops the competition with a 
17.2. “Sav It With Acting,” in the 
Sunday 6:30 to 7 p.m. slot, gets an 
11.8, also first. These figures are 
borne out by Hooper and Pulse 
lists all except “Easy Does It,” 
“Gobo” and “Children’s Theatre” 
at the top of the parade. 

WNBT has been programming 
locally since October, 1948, from 
6 until 7 p.m. across-the-board. 
DuMont'’s “Captain Video” has 


consistently taken honors for the) 


7 to 7:30 p.m. slot, beating out 
NBC-TV's “Kukla, Fran and Ollie.” 
Latter program, however, is a net- 
work show and so does not figure 
in the WNBT lineup. 


| 


“Hopa- |§ 


Zenith 















Continued from page 76 a 


‘would depend on the number of 
i subscribers to the service, 

Cost Divided 

Although the $1 charge may at 
‘first seem high, compared with ¢° 
of theatre admissions, the cost be- 
comes much less when divided 
among members of the family view- 
ing the program. It’s expected 
also that the occasion may permit 
low-cost “theatre parties.” Only 
the test will tell. 

Zenith doesn’t say where it will 
obtain its “high-quality films’ or 
how much it will pay for them. 
Nor does it mention the possible 
element of competition with the- 
atres. The films, it declares, woulda 
be generally 90 minutes in length 
but may vary to test out reactions 
during the test period 
months). Subscribers would be ad- 
vised a week in advance of pro- 
grams available each day. 

Company argues that sponsors 
can’t afford the cost of high quality 
programs on television. |News- 
papers and magazines, it points out, 
get over one-third of their revenue 
from circulation, Video operation 
adds, its 


is so expensive, it that 
“very existence’ may depenc on 
laddition of subscription rey<nue. 





| 
| 
{ 
| 





{three | 


| discussed. 


| Phonevision, says Zenith, may pro- | 


vide video “the second economic 
leg.” 

Company contends 
tisers are today “in almost com- 
plete control” of what the public 
ets in radio and TV entertainment, 
Phonevision, it believes. would give 
the public 
over programs on television. The 
only “important distinguishing fea- 
ture” of pay-as-you-see video, it 
claims, will be that the viewer “will 
pay directly rather than indirectly” 
ifor the program. 

Zenith expects the test will cost 
|it $400,000 in equipment and fa- 
cilities. Proceeds collected from 
test subscribers would be donated 
to charity. 


that adver- 





St. Louis—Paul Anderson. for- 
mer Marine and bomber pilot. has 
| joined the gabbing staff at KXOK. 


He was formerly a_ gabber at 
WMBH, Joplin, and WEW, St. 
Louis. 


“a more direct control” | 


‘hour daily at 2 p. m. 


CLEVE. TV MERGER 
REPORTS HELD-FALSE 


Cleveland, Jan. 10. 
Officials of both stations have 
denied rumors that WXEL’s tele. 
vision outlet will soon merge with 
WHK when the latter's new §) - 
000,000 radio-television center 
opens this summer. 


The rumor took life shortly after 
WXEL began its telecasting Dec. 
17 with its only studio at the trans- 
mitter approximately seven miles 
from downtown Cleveland. Mean- 
while, WHK proceeded with its 
AM-TV center, even though WHK 
has no assurance it will get the 
one or two remaining TV channe!s 
now allocated for this area. WGAR 
and WJW are vying for the chan- 
nels, and WERE, newest indie. is 
also making plans for TV 

With the exception of WHK, no 
other applicant has even turned a 
spade towards TV operation. 

The rumor’s growth began to 
mushroom with reports that WHK’s 
new center will be ready just about 
the time that WXEL will be round- 
ing out its initial six-months of 
operation, and that happens to be 
the first available time when any 
possible merger can be publicly 
Meanwhile, there are 
only heated, vehement denials of 
any such move. 
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will be a broadeast Jan. 19 from 
the National Gallery of Art, with 
the masterpieces of the visiting 
Austrian collection to be televised 
in color, Outstanding figures in 
politics and industry will appear 
in other programs. 

RCA has made no arrangements 
as yet for public showings of its 
system, but began regular color- 
casts yesterday (9) from its D. C. 
video station, WNBW. Company 
is programming with slides for an 
Next week 
Mye programs will be used. The 
programs are slated to continue 
for an indefinite period. Plaas for 
installing color sets have not been 
completed, but company says it 
will have some receivers here 








































Opening February 15th for 2 Weeks at the 


BEACHCOMBER, Miami Beach, Fla. 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 






SORRY TO HAVE MISSED 
Vartety’s 44th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 
BUT — Better Late Than Never 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 


JACK CARTER 


— 36th Week on TV — 


“CAVALCADE OF STARS” 


Thanks to Stanton B. Fisher Agency for 2-Week Florida Vacation 
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What ebout the market? Philadelphia is the third city in the U. S. And 
it’s second in number of television receivers (TV audience has nearly trebled 
since February, 1949). 


What about station ? Take WCAU-TV. Transmitter located at the hub of 
the market. Strongest signal and best picture in the center of population. 


What about program? Again take WCAU-TV. Latest Telepulse gives 
WCAU 8 of top 10 daytime shows, 3 of top 5 nighttime shows, and 5 of the top 10 
local shows. 














To get in the picture in Philadelphia, get on WCAU-TV. 


WCAU 5 © 


CBS AFFILIATE 





The Philadelphia Bulletin Stations 








36 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 11, 1950 




















Radio Reviews 


= Continued from page 28 














each contestant starting with $15 
and given the right to bet as much 
of it as he wants on each question 
Maximum winning for each is 
$480. Bert Buhrman provided 
okay organ interludes between 
questions and also played for those 
based on music problems. Stal. 


month visit to the West Indies. 
The cold war has reached the 
hot regions, Schuyler declared, 
through a strong Communist In- 
filtration in Martinique and to a 
lesser extent in Britain’s Trinidad. 
However, he was caretul to point 
out that the great majority of West 


Indian Negroes have nothing to 

do with Communism despite an ¢ : > 

unrest which stems _ principally a gi Bt shag oo egal 

from economic conditions - Bot woving paar — 

Man , ott; er 

Material had an authentic ring Wayne, narrator; Lonny Starr, 

to it. However, the program con- announcer F 

ceivably could exert a greater 1M-. producer: Cott 


pact on dialers if Schuyler would 
pause occasionally for emphasis 
When caught his -delivery had a 
monotonous quality that frequent) 


Director: Jack Grogan 
Writer: Bob Stewart 


30 Mins.: Tues. (Dec. 27), 9 p.m. 


: Sustaining 
bordered on the expressionless WNEW. New York 
Gil. There's a vast treasure house of 
listenable airers that too few Amer- 
STRIKE IT RICH ican stations have tapped in the 
With Warren Hull, emcee; Hal North American Service of Radio 


Simms, announcer 


Producer - directer - writer: Walt Diffusion Francaise. The wealth 
Framer of programmatic gems available 
Music: Bert Buhrman was saluted and sampled by 
ae oo oe. WNEW iast week when the indie 
CBS, from N. Y. toasted the French Broadcasting 
CBS let out another notch in its System in a delightful show that 


included the RDF overseas 
sion’s 50,000th broadcast. 


divi- 
And, as 


giveaway belt Sunday (8) by 
turning to the air “Strike It Rich.” 


re- 


half-hour audience participation WNEW noted, 50,000 programs 
quizzer A CBS feature for two can’t be wrong. 

years before it recent hiatus, the The WNEW stanza opened with 
program demonstrated that its ag recording of the shouts of jubila- 


format of having the contestant 
selected on the basis of their rea- 
sons for wanting the prize moneys 
is still a good one, leading to the 
kind of human interest stories that 
lure listeners. 

On Sunday’s show, for example 
the contestants comprised an ex- 
Army flyer who wanted to repay a 
Dutch minister for having saved 
his life in the East Indies: a gal 
singer from the Bronx who wanted 
to get to Hollywood, and a woman 
who worked waitress for 23 
and to make the 


tion as Paris was liberated and the 
voice of Pierre Crenesse (now di- 
rector of the North American Serv- 
ice) announcing over RDF news of 
the victory. Although it’s gener- 
ally thought that ADF’s overseas 
division is concerned chiefly with 
beaming outside France, the broad- 
cast pointed out that it ‘also serves 
Jeanne and Jacques with air news 
and features of other lands. As 
samples there were a portion of 
the Cerdan-Zale bout described in 
French by Crenesse (in which the 
un-Gallic listener could still savor 


as a 


years wanted 


rounds of the plushiest Manhattan the “droits’’ and the ““gauches’), 
eateries. Questions, for the most interviews with Ingrid Bergman 


and Pat O’Brien at the “Joane of 
Arc” preem (La Bergman wouldn't 
speak French but O’Brien demon- 
strated some highschool parltez- 
vous) and a wire-recorded descrip- 
tion of a Radio City elevator trip 
te the 55th floor (the kind of nov- 


part, were easy, but Warren Hull. 
who did a neat emceeing job. let 
the contestants make their own 
way, giving none of those inane 
clues which have earmarked other 
quiz shows on the air. 

tormat remains the same. with 


! P 
elty which a Yank special events 
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DAVID O.ALBER ASSOCIPTES. we. 


NEW YORK 2Z2I-N:-Y 
TEMPLETON 88-8300 


January llth, 1950. 


Dear Radio Editors: 


Many many thanks for voting us the 
top independent publicity office in 
both the Billboard and the Motion Pic- 
ture Daily polls. 


We have endeavored for the past 17 
years to give you the most complete 
and dependable service. 


Not only is this a service to you, 
but also to our clients, for whom we 
strive to obtain the widest possible 
publicity coverage. 


Please be assured that in 1950, as 
in the past, we will put forth our ut- 
most efforts to serve you, in the inter- 
ests of our clients. 


Sincerely, 


Tard Q. Via 


DAVID O. ALBER. 
DOAsrm 











man should have thought of). 
Then there was a portion of | 
RDF’s first broadcast, with the | 


spendid French National Orches- | 


‘tra, and the special Christmas | 


broadcast of Edith Piaf, singing | 
“ta Cie en Rose” from New York | 
to the accompaniment of Miche: | 
Emer’s orch in Paris, beamed to | 
French explorers at the South | 
Pole. Crenesse in N. Y. and Jac- | 
ques Manachem, RDF chief in 
Paris, both kudosed WNEW pro- 
gram director Ted Cott for the 
station’s support to RDF’s symbolic 
Good Will Network. 

Show was capped by the 50.000th 
airer, narrated by the sultry-voiced 
Sylvie St. Cyr and with Henri Sal- 
vador singing the pop French bal- 
lad, “Bedelia.” Bril. 
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increase in this category is due to 
additional television activities.” 

Of the amount requested, $6,.215.- 
790 is for salaries. Remainder is 
for miscellaneous items such as 
travel, communications, printing, 
equipment, ete. 

The President requested $57,600 
for the Dept. of Agriculture to be 
used for the preparations and dis- 
tribution of agricultural informa- 
tion by motion pictures. Figure is 
the same as ior the current year, 
but far beyond the $153,718 spent 
for the purpose during fiscal 1949. 
In addition, $34,725 was requested 
for preparation of agricultural in- 
formation by radio. This has been 
about the same in the past few 
years. 

Mr. Truman. asked $36,645,000 
for the International Information 
and Educational Activities of the 
State Dept., generally included in 
the term “Voice of America,” al- 
though the “Voice” actually refers 
only to the shortwave radio activ- 
ity. This is a sharp reduction from 
the 1950 appropriation of $47,- 
300,000. 

‘Specific share allocated to pic- 
tures is $3,886,285, a slight increase 
over the $3,800,134 appropriated 
for this purpose during the cur- 
rent year. The budget calis for 
$11,095,548 for operating the Voice 
of America radio programs. plus 
$695,384 for the establishment of 
additional radio facilities. There is 
a cut of nearly $500,000 in program 
expenses below the current year 
and a reduction of more than 
$9,000,000 in establishment of new 
facilities. 








Pope-WINS 











Continued from page 24 


did not mean, he indicated, that 
Crosley would necessarily turn 
down on ILGWU bid. He added 


that AVCO, parent organization of 
Crosley, “had not determined what 
action, if any, to take with respect 
to the possible disposal of WINS.” 

WHOM said preliminary nego- 
tiations for its sale had been con- 
cluded, but that “due to the seri- 
ous illness of one of the principals” 
the actual inking could not be con- 
cluded by the Jan. 5 deadline. 

Meanwhile, the Committee of 
100 Families which reps the WINS 
employees feels that it has sty- 
mied the attempt to make the sta- 
tion a multi-lingual operation. It 

i!l establish itself, as a perma- 
nent organization at a meeting to- 
day (Wed.) and will support Cros- 
ley if the management decides to 
keep the station. 

Last week Pope had elected to 
push the application to buy WINS 
end to drop his long-pending ef- 
fort to make WHOM a New York 
ovtlet. FCC required him to 
choose one application or the other 
under rules which prohibit an ap- 
vnlicant from seeking two stations 
in the same city. 
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has not been inked vet. NBC, 
meanwhile, is still searching for 


the right emcee to appear on all 
three segments of the Saturday 
night block to tie them together. 

Mortimer W. Loewi, DuMont 
network director, advised NBC last 
week he considered the plan an at- 
tempt “to freeze out” competition. 
Loewi served notice he would car- 
ry the case to the Dept. of Justice. 
if necessary, to stop NBC “before 
it starts.” 

In its formal complaint to the 
FCC, DuMont revealed that it was 
among the NBC affiliates solicited 


for the Saturday night block. The 
offer apparently referred to Du- 





_various networks 


ment for the 2%-hour period at CAST 
the half-hour rate publishede by : i 
. . . se n $ 
DuMont, which is higher than the Archie ......, pam Steering 
card rate for longer periods. Com- | Jughead... .. arlan Stone 
plaint added the offer was firm to ; 
_ was an 
DuMont but was conditioned upon Mom ....... ames tourm 
acceptances from 15 NBC affiliates. | Dad .............. Art Kohl 
A copy of the telegraphed offer ' i 
PD! gre ] 
from Sylvester L. Weaver, Jr.. of Veronica. ..... Gtorte _ 
NBC - Which DuMont submitted Betty Cees ees Rosemary Rice 
with its complaint, read as follows: 
“This is an order for Saturday * 
night 8-10:30 p.m. for 13 weeks. 
starting Feb. 4. This two and a , 
half hour period will be pro- | Director.. Ken MacGregor 
grammed to meet and beat the 





Inside Television 


Latest of the major television manufacturing prexies to indulge in 
erystal-balling for 1950, Emerson prez Benjamin Abrams predicted this 
week that the industry will turn out 5,000,000 receivers during the 
year and that 30,000,000 will be in use by 1955 as compared to the 
estimated 4,000,000 in operation today. He termed his prediction for 
1950 “conservative,” adding that 10,000,000 radio receivers will also be 
turned out this year to equa! the 1949 output. 


Emerson should do a total sales volume of $65,000,000 in 1950, Abrams 
said, 80-82% of which should comprise TV sales. Jhat figure compares 
with 75% of total production in 1949. He also unveiled the new 1950 
price list, starting at a 10-inch table model with built-in antenna agd 
the “Expanscope,” which features a remote control enlarger to bring 
the picture to a close-up view. Model retails at $179.95, with a 16-inch 
table model going for $289.50. Abrams emphasized the company will 
continue allocating receivers until the supply equals the current un- 
precedented demand. 


New cost-cutting device for television programming, involving the 
lensing of live actors against miniature sets, was temporarily sidelined 
Monday night (S$) with the final simulcast on NBC-TV of Cities Service 


“Band of America.” Designed by Frank Caldwell and introduced on 
the simulcast by M. H. Aylesworth, consultant to the sponsor, the 


process was used only twice on the air but NBC is reportedly dickering 
with Aylesworth and Caldwell for an exclusive on it for other shows 

Device had the live talent working several feet behind the miniature 
stages and cutout scenery. By shooting from the correct height and 
distance, the camera gave the illusion that the actor was actually on 
a full-sized set. 


J. Walter Thompson, producing the “Kraft TV Theatre” for NBC, 
had two separate plays in rehearsal for the performance tonight (Wed) 
because of a clearance snafu with Warner Bros. Agency had originally 
scheduled an adaptation of ‘“‘Dark Tower,” play penned by George S. 
Kaufman and the late Alexander Woolleott. Last Friday (6), however, 
Warners complained that they had made the play into a picture, as 
“The Man With Two Faces,” and so controlled the rights. When JWT 
informed the film company the play was already in rehearsal, WB said 
it would consider granting permission over the weekend. 

To forestall the possibility of being left with no show, JWT producer, 
Maury Holland, began casting for “As Husbands Go” and put it into 
rehearsal Saturday in an adjoining siudio to that of “Tower.” By 
terday morning, the agency. had not received permission from WB tor 
“Tower” se decidéd to drop it entirely and concentrate on “Husbands.” 
Cast for “Tower,” of course, was paid in full. 


Ves- 


CBS-TV’s “Young and Gay,” which preemed Jan, 1 as a weekly halt- 
hour series, was not aired last Sunday (8) through the web’s discovery 
that it had not obtained full clearance to the property. Show, pro- 
duced by Carol Irwin in association with CBS, is based on the book, 
“Our Hearts Were Young and Gay,” penned by Emily Kimbrough and 
Cornelia Otis Skinner. Web hopes to have the clearance snafu cleared 
up in time to permit the show to be broadcast next Sunday (15). 

To fill the time void last week, the web pushed its entire schedule 
until 7:30 p.m. ahead a half-hour, starting the day’s programming ai 5 
p.m. instead of 4:30. Thus, “Mr. I. Magination,” usually aired from 
6:30 to 7, was slotted in the “Young and Gay” period from 7 to 7:30. 
Schedule resumed its normal logging with “This Is Show Business” ai 
tis0. 

To save a half-hour on its all-important deadline time, NBC-TV's 
“Camel News Caravan” is moving its operations center from the Radio 


City, N. Y., studios to the 106th street studios All film used by the 
web is processed and edited at the 106th street plant. Originating the 
across-the-board 15-minute airer from there, consequently, wil! 


the time usually spent in rushing last-minute film down to Radio Cit 
With “Who Said That?” having moved into the Thursday night at 
8:30 slot last week, however, the switch in studios for the Came! 
show means that announcer John Cameron Swayze must hencetorth 
do the rush job. Since he is a permanent panelist on “Who Said.” 
Swayze will have to finish the newsreel show Thursdays at 8 and then 
rush back to Radio City in time to make the quiz program at 8:30. 
Television has paid off for the members of Realm Productions though 
the route appears a bit devious. Realm, which produced the telepix 
for Lucky Strike in conjunction with Marshall Grant Pictures, is made 
up of Stanley Rubin, Norman Elzer, Lou Lantz and Sobey Martin. 
Rubin has landed a chore as a writer at RKO. Lantz is scripting fora 
Jed Harris production to be made under the guidance of Chartes 
Feldman. Sobey Martin has just inked a contract with Broadway Pro- 
ductions to direct their first film, “Dark Horizon.” Elzer will remain 


at pv _— helm to handle resale of the vid films which revert back 
in April. 





KSTP and KSTP-TV in Minneapolis-St. Paul have eliminated all 
cross plugs on their shows with the exception of signoff time on 1T\ 
where it comes before the regular signoff on AM. At those times the 
video outlet refers viewers to the AM station. plugging the radio pro- 
gram being aired at the time. 

Move was made, according to sales veepce Miller C. Robertson 
cause Ae has come of age in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. “It is no 
longer fair,” he said, “to advertisers on either facility to do any cross- 
plugging which might direct their attention to the other.” , 





be- 








“ARCHIE ANDREWS” 
SCRIPT +239 
By Carl Jampel 





Mont’s video outlet in Pittsburgh, 
which takes programs from the 
in the absence 
of competing stations. DuMont’s 
other outlets are in New York and 
Washington, where NBC owns sta- 
tions. 

The complaint, filed through 
Roberts & McInnis, counsel, cited 
the NBC offer as guaranteeing pay- 


Announcer..... Dick Dudley 
Organist .. George Wright 


competition, for audience on Satur- 
day night. Specific programming 
will be announced mid-January.” 





— 

Detroit—WDET-FM, The UAW 
(CIO) station. has increased its 
hours of operation from noon to 11 
p.m. daily. Previous signoft wa 
10 p.m. 


NBC, Saturday, 12:30 P.M. 
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“Crusade in Europe’ 


Wins 


Motion Picture Dail 


Award! 


Voted by Radio Editors as ‘*The best 
educational and public service program 
in television,’ IT IS NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR EXCLUSIVE LOCAL SPONSORSHIP. 





Crusade in Europe, ABC’s documentary films of General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s best-seller, received louder and longer cheers from 
public officials, the press, and the public than any television 


program ever telecast! 


And now, this month, prize-winning CRUSADE—produced by The 
March of Time and 20th Century Fox—begins its second cycle... 
after a successful summer under sponsorship of TIME & LIFE... 
this time as an ABC-TV SYNDICATED PROGRAM. Program costs 
will be divided among many sponsors in many markets. Each 
sponsor pays only his individual share, depending on the market(s) 
he selects for exclusive sponsorship. Each sponsor telecasts on 

any schedule he chooses (once, twice or three times a week.) 

Each gets 2!4 minutes in every program for his OWN commercials. 
And, of course, from ABC, each sponsor gets a complete 

promotion and publicity kit: newspaper mats, press releases, 

TV slide announcements, movie trailer, program announcements, 


merchandising and display ideas. 


Never before in television has there been such an opportunity for a 
Jocal or regional advertiser to do a really outstanding prestige public 
relations campaign in his area. For complete details, call your local ABC 
re presentative, or write, wire, phone direct to ABC Co-operative 


Sales, ABC Television Center, TRafalgar 4j- /O00.~. 





Markets in which Crusade 
in Europe is available for 
exclusive LOCAL sponsorship 


KOB-TV... Albuquerque, N. M, 
WSB-TV... Atianta, Ga. 

WAAM ... Baltimore, Md. 
WNBF-TV... Binghamton, N. Y, 
WAFM-TV 4... *Birmingham, Ala. 
WNAC-TV... Boston, Mass. 
WBEN-TV... Buffalo, N.Y. 
WBIV;.. "Charlotte, N.C. 
WENR-TV ... Chicago, III. 
WCPO-TYV... Cincinnati Ohie 
WTVN... Columbus, Ohio 

WEWS ; ;. Cleveland, Ohio 
WHIO-TV .;. Dayton, Ohio 
WXYZ-TV... *Detroit, Mich. 
WICU... Erie, Pa. 

WBAP-TV .;. Forth Worth, Tex. 
WLAV-TV:.. Grand Rapids, Mich, 
WFMY-TV..«4 "Greensboro, N. C. 
KLEE-TV ... Houston, Tex. 
WSAZ-TV ... Huntington, W. Va. 
WFBM-TV4. . Indianapolis, Ind. 
WJAC-TYV ... Johnstown, Pa. 
WGAL-TV... Lancaster, Pa. 
KECA-TV... Los Angeles, Calif, 
WAVE-TV.... Louisville, Ky. 
WMBR-TV... Jacksonville, Fla. 
WMCT ... Memphis, Tenn. 
WTMJ-TV... Milwaukee, Wisc. 
WTCN-TV... Minneapotis, Minn, 
WNHC-TV... New Haven, Conn. 
WDSU-TV... New Orleans, La. 
WJZ-TV... “New York, New York 
WKY-TV... Oklahoma City, Okla. 
KMTV... Omaha, Nebr. 
WFIL-TV... Philadelphia, Pa. 
KPHO-TV... Phoenix, Ariz. 
WDTV... Pittsburgh, Pa 
WHAM-TYV. "Rochester, N.Y. 


KSD-TV... St. Louis, Mo 
KSL-TV. Salt Lake City, Utah 
WOAI-TV San Antonio, Tex. 
KFMB-TV. San Diege Calif 


KGO-TV. San Francisco, Calif. 
WRBG. Schenectady, N. Y. 
KING-TV... Seattle, Wash. 
WHEN Syracuse, N. Y. 
WMAL-TV... Washington, D. @, 
WOC-TV... Davenport, lowa 
WJIM-TV... Lansing, Mich 
WDAF-TV.; . Kansas City, Mo, 
WSPD-TV... Toledo, Ohio 
WJAR-TV... Providence, R. bs 
WTVR... Richmond, Va. 
KOTV... Tulsa, Okla. 
WKTV... Utica, N.Y. 
WHBF-TV... Rock Island. II 


*Already sponsored 
*WJZ-TV... New York, N.Y. 
The Bowery Savings Bank 


*WBIV . Charlotte, N.C 


Lhe Pilot Life Insurance Co. 
TV. De t 
FMY-TV Greenst W. C. 
| Pilot Lite | e Co, 
A TV is hester ‘ Ys 
b ( ison (4 
“WAFM-T V.. . Birming Ala 
Daniel ( ( 


ABC LTV 


American Broadcasting Company 
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city during the prohibition-flapper 
era, the preem stanza presaged a 
neat nostalgic romp for interested 
viewers but went slightly awry be- 
cause of overly-contrived situations 
in the script. 

That CBS and Miss Irwin are 
trying to load the series with as 
muoh nostalgia as possible was evl- 
dent from the_ sets, costumes, 
props, etc., with the two leads even 
appearing at one time in their 
“chemises,” one-piece lingerie re- 
portedly in vogue during the pe- 


riod. Where such things evoked 
the proper atmosphere, however, 
the script failed to do so. Story 


revolved about the girls’ innocent 
attempts to convince their skepti- 


cal parents that they were safe 
in having their own Greenwich 
Village apartment and, while the 


situation might have posed a ques- 
tion during the ’20s, it was too 
corny in light of today’s sophisti- 
cated teenagers. 

Bethel Leslie, as Miss Skinner, 
and Mary Malone, as Miss Kim- 
brough, were both good, giving 
promise they can carry the series 
as it progresses. Supporting cast 
was also talented. Show evidenced 
the usual CBS-TV know-how with 
dramatic offerings, with director 
David Rich reining both the actors 
and cameras competently. Stal. 





OPERA CONCERTS 
With Sylvan Levin orch; Lois 
tiunt, John Baker, guests; Russ 
™unbar, announcer 
Director: Frank McCarthy 
Writer: Stephen Storace 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 
that CBS-TV has aban- 
doned plans for the Abe Burrows 
wrestling show to buck Milton 
Berle on Tuesday nights, WOR- 
TY might have the answer to 
snagging some of Berle’s audience 
in this series of video opera con- 
certs. Attempts to slot 
vaudeo shows opposite Berle have 
already proved fruitless, indicat- 
ing any program bucking the NBC 
comedian must be as desperate as 
possible. Here’s one that is. 
Format of the concerts follows 
closely that of maestro Sylvan 
Levin’s Saturday night 
series on WOR and the Mutual 
web. With no production mount- 
ings whatsoever, two guest soloists 
give out with various’ operatic 
arias and semi-classics. On Dec. 27 
preem, the. singers performed 
before a scrim, behind which sat 
the orch. Cameras were mounted 
in such a position that director 
Frank McCarthy could cut from 
the soloists to Levin and the orch, 
as well as get in the standard su- 
per-imposition shots. While some 
roduction trappings would un- 
oubtedly heighten the visual ap- 
@al, there was a great enough 
uidity in the camera cuts to sus- 
tain interest. 
Soloists on the opener were 
soprano 


Now 


tunes from 
“Porgy 


two 


win’s and Bess.” 


with the singers Stal. 


—— Continued from page 29 


other 


radio 


Lois Hunt and baritone 
John Baker, both from the Met- 
opera. Their youth and good looks 
made them naturals for video and 
their voices were especially fine. 
Duo sang some of the more popu- 
lar arias from “Pagliacci” in solo 
and duet, capping their work with 
George Gersh- 
An- 
nouncer Russ Dunbar bridged the 
tunes with some explanatory notes 
penned by Stephen Storace. Levin 
and the orch were on a tov par 


Reviews 








LIFE WITH SNARKY PARKER 
With Bil & Cora Baird 
Director: Yul Brynner 


Writers: Bil Baird, Tom Murray, | 


Bill Peterson 


10 Mins.; Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 


7:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TY, from N. Y. 

Bil and Cora Baird have a cute 
idea in the projection of “Life With 
Snarky Parker.” These veteran 
vaude puppeteers have devised a 
fetching format along soap-opera 
lines which ribs the western dramas 
and which has a good elementary 
story line. 

There’s the sole danger of talk- 
ing the show to death, as indicated 
inthe preem show. Of course, 
some of the extra-long gab may be 
forgiven on the ground that the 
scene had to be set for the multi- 
tude of episodes to follow. But 
there were some _ shortcuts that 
could have been taken with more 
time devoted to movement. 

The essential idea of the pro- 
gram is good. Snarky Parker was 
studying sleuthing by correspond- 
ence in the desert outskirts of a 
town where there were _ plenty 
wrongs to be righted. An old pros- 
pector was poring over a map with 
the aid of his comely daughter, 
while the villain peeked in the win- 
dow. The rest of the episodes will 
virtually write themselves. An i:n- 
portant character is a talking horse 
named Heathcliffe, and another is 
a piano player in a saloon who pro- 
vides the continuity. 

Puppet work was_ excellent. 
There were lip movements in 
string-manipulated dolis, and the 
dummies have good personalities. 
Of course, there are some losses in 
photographic values inasmuch as 
the show is kinescoped, but this 
factor is negligible in view of the 
other fine elements in the program. 
With script tightening, it could be 
a good show for adults as well as 
youngsters. Jose. 


SATURDAY SQUARE 

With Tailgate Seven, Connee Rus- 
sell, Mel Torme, others 

Producers: Ted Mills, Norman Fel- 
ton 

Writers: Paul Rhymer, Charles An- 
drews, Edith Scharff, Roy Win- 
sor 

60 Mins.; Sat., 8-9 p.m. (EST) 

NBC-TV, from Chicago 
“Saturday Square” is NBC's 

hopeful answer to the move of Ken 

Murray into the 8 to 9 p.m. slot 

Saturday evenings on CBS. A va- 

riety show with a dash of drama, 


if that’s the proper word, “Square” | 
has more than Murray, Ed Wynn, | 


et al, to worry about at the mo- 
ment. 


first to stay on the air. 


A rather whimsical thing pegged | 


on the experiences of the cop on 


the beat and his knowledge of the | 
people who live on the “Square,” | 
the opening show was dull, draggy | 


and disillusioning video, full of 
conversation unhappily contrived 
to get down among and reveal the 
troubles of the common people. 
Such as the bartender who found 


a waliet with $6 in it and, in his, 


anxiety to return it to the proper 
owner, succeeded only in tipping 
off a couple of wives that their 
mates were out having fun the 


night before when they were sup- | 


posed to be somewhere else. And 
the newcomers to a “Square” apart- 
ment who, desperately trying to 
make friends, succeeded in sound- 
ing like he was a bit batty. 


Not even the “Tailgate Seven,” | 
& group of jazz musicians, and Con- | 















































“No wonder—he eats Wheaties!”’ 


|tend to overact, 


nee Russell and guest Mel Torme 
managed to lift the program out of 
‘its doldrums. Neither could a jug- 
'gler. Miss Russell worked alone on 
'*You Go to Head,” doing a nifty 
| job on the vocal, and Torme turned 
out his usual “Fine and Dandy” 
and “Them There Eyes,” standards 
with him. Both looked good, too. 
Wood. 








LUCKY LETTERS 


/ With Frankie Masters, Phylis 


| Myles, the West Twins, Bruce | 


| Roberts, announcer 
Producer-Director: Jonny Graff 
’ Writer: Gerry Morrison 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30-10 p.m. 
RCA-VICTOR DISTRIBUTORS 

OF CHICAGO 
WBKB, Chicago 

(Al Paul Lefton) 


This new television quiz show is | 


based on the family parlor game 
anagrams. On set is a large screen 
TV receiver which flashes 
serambled but readable words that 


two contestants from the studio 
audience must untwist. Given 
three clues, a song by Phylis 


Myles, an act by Frankie Masters, 
and a doggerel by the West Twins, 
players must decode the work 
within one of the three one-minute 
segments to determine kind of 
prize they receive. On stage is a 


plaster model of a dog, RCA’s 
trademark, which acts as time- 
keeper by barking at the one- 
minute. intervals. Prizes range 


from teevee sets to record albums. 

Despite these efforts to offer an 
eye-popping format the show could 
easily resolve into a wearisome 
routine of questioning shy, unin- 
teresting contestants, if it were not 
for the enthusiastic banter of m. c. 
Frankie Masters. Stepping down 
from the band podium, for his first 
venture into TV, his good looking 


affable manner is just what’s 
needed to carry the program 


through in fast moving style. Wife 
Phylis, is attractive TV fare, her 
voice pleasant and mellow, but she 
is not shown to best advantage 
against a drab gray curtained 
background. On vocals she and 


the West Twins harmonize nicely. | 


Sweet and unaffected the two girls 
but nevertheless 


| give a refreshing performance. In 


On the basis of the debut | 
show, the idea will have to fight | 


Bright costumes they would add 
more color, livening the show. 

Handling of the live commer- 
cials by Bruce Roberts is done in 
a salesworthy, informative way. 


| 

| 

| Cuffo Plugs 
Nes Continued from page 25«aaaaet 























sentiments of those 
broadcasters trying to curb the 
cuffo show. They recall that at 
last year’s NAB confab some dele- 
gates spoke out sharply against 
| giving them free time. These sta- 
tions’ toppers said, “you're paying 
radio directors and talent, so why 
shouldn't we get paid?” 

Meanwhile, the pubserv groups 
| are filling out the questionnaires. 
“We've no objection,” they say, “if 
the standards the stations use for 
judging our requests for time are 
fair. But we feel that actors, mu- 
sicians, writers, producers and 
other staffers should be paid.” 

Reasoning of the groups is that 
these individuals’ sole livelihood 
comes from selling their services, 
which often provides only a pre- 
| carious income. Stations and net- 
| works, however can afford to make 
free time available without eco- 
nomic strain. Additionally, it’s ar- 
gued, they are licensed to operate 
in the public interest, and have the 
responsibility to air worthwhile 
stanzas. 


sensitive to 


posed to cuffo welfare programs 
/are a small, if vocal, group. But 
they fear that some other industry- 
_ites may be swayed by the anti- 
cuffo campaign. Many stations and 
| webs, they point out, are grateful 
| for organization-built shows which 
help fill holes in their skeds. 

Some networks assign studio fa- 
cilities and permit musicians to 
work on pubserv waxers during 
| Standby time, with union approval. 
This means musicians don’t have 
| to to work overtime and the chari- 


many donate part of their earnings 
to the drive they are helping. 

That the industry as a whole is 
| behind public service is shown, it’s 
cited, by its strong support to 13 
top-priority 
projecis through the Advertising 
Council during the first 40 weeks 
| of 1949. According to AC's year- 
end statement, these campaigns 
had a circulation of 11 billion lis- 
_tener-impressions. Besides broad- 
casting, other media such as bill- 
| boards, newspapers and magazines 
ee the various Council-approved 

rives, 


ities get their services without 
| charge. Actors are generally paid 
| minimum scale fees, although 
| 


They stress that broadcasters op- - 


drives and 34 other) 


| 
| 








‘a lusty spoof on a spy melodrama, 
with Miss Ball slinking her way 
through some excellent comedy. 





Tele Followups 
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and star, and Warren Stevens did 
| well as the actor whom Miss Kelly 
| finally married. Others in the cast 
“Y+ | showing well were Mary K. Wells, 
| Again, placards were used in lieu) Frank Stephens, Mary Patton, Ivan 


‘of conversation and the net effect Simpson and Katherine Meskill, 


was in the boff class. 


'way with the commercials. Initial | appearance of 


Wynn, however, should have his | 





Ed Sullivan on Sunday (8) 
‘hinged his entire show around the 
Frankie Laine. 


Camel show had their standard | Budgetwise, it appeared that the 


filmed sales-spiels, which 


‘contrary to the character of the 
Those ex-Spiedel commer- 
'cials, in contrast, were sock enter- 


show. 


tainment,. 


“Phileco TV Playhouse” 
Sunday night 





“Bethel Merriday.” In the 


the series. 


matching her performance, 
show was generally good. 


William Clark capably adapted 
Fred Coe 
giving it his usual top production 
Mann 

and 
cast competently. Thorndike, who's 
psycho 
killer in previous video efforts, was 


the Lewis novel, with 
supervision and Delbert 


directing both the cameras 


been almost typed as a 


believable as the company’s angel 


—— WHAS 


Continued from page 24 

















sufficiently familiar with show biz 
savvy to undertake the TV opera- | 
tion, which would entail a heavy 


expense for a few years. 

Ethridge, and Lisle Baker, v-p 
and general manager of the news- 
papers and station stated that cir- 
cumstances under which owners 
were willing to sell WHAS 16 
months ago have changed entirely. 
Said the company’s own picture 
was much brighter, as well as tele- 
vision’s. While negotiations for 
the sale of the station were going 
on, Owners were pushing to com- 
pletion of the TV station. 


235 feet. 
completed. 


It will be 600 feet when 


inquiries were received. 


ruling that territories of 


| overlapped too much. 
fered $1,925,000 for the station. 


Harold Fair, new program direec- 
tor for WHAS and WHAS-TYV, is 


shaping program structure for the 


|; new TV station, which will com- 


prise kinescope shows from CBS, 
}and local productions utilizing the 
WHAS news staff, Roy Starkey’s 
Gang, and other WHAS. talent. 
Early promises of station opening 
have been revised from Feb. 15 to 
a later date, due to weather condi- 
tions encountered in erecting the 
TV tower. 














CBS Sports Accent 


Continued from page 27 








when there was no TV on hand. 
If CBS can buy events at the right 
price and find a sponsor for them, 
it is still interested in airing all 
Saturday night the 
arena. 

Inauguration of the Tuesday 
‘night wrestling from St. Nick’s is 
the outcome of CBS plans to air 
the matches from 8 to 9 p.m. as 
competition to Milton Berle on 
NBC-TV. When comedian Abe 
Burrows decided he could not do 
the narration for CBS. however, 
because of the pressure of his 
other shows on the web, CBS de- 
cided to come in at 10 p.m. Bill 
Johnston, Jr., nephew of the St. 
Nick promoter, is handling the 
commentary under the present 
setup. 

Navy basketball games are being 
carried on CBS as fed from An- 
napolis by WMAR-TV, the web’s 
Baltimore affiliate. Games are aired 
each Saturday from 2:25 to 4 p.m., 
with WMAR-TV’s Jim McManus 
calling the play-by-play. Navy-V.M_I. 
Same was carried last Saturday. 
with Princeton, Yale, Penn State. 
Brown and Notre Dame scheduled 


shows from 


{for succeeding weeks. 


were | 


(NBC) | 
(8) was marked by 
the fine thesping of Grace Kelly 
in the lead role of Sinclair Lewis’ 
story 
of an aspiring ingenue’s struggles 
to learn acting in a strawhat com- 
pany and later in a stock company 
on the road, Miss Kelly brought 
the title role to life in one of the 
‘neatest thesping jobs yet seen on 
With Oliver Thorndike, 
her co-star, and others in the cast 
the 


Work | 
on the tower has now progressed to | 


Two serious bids had 
been made for WHAS and several 
FCC 
previously rejected a request for 
sale of the station to the Crosley 
, Broadcasting Corp., commission 
WHAS 
,and Crosley’s WLW in Cincinnati 
Crosley of- 


|N. Y. Daily News syndicated col- 
/umnist exceeded his usual stipend 
ifor performers in the Laine con- 
| tract and thus made up for it on 
ithe rest of the show. 

Laine delivered his quota of en- 

tertainment via ‘‘Mule Train,” and 
i“Lucky Old Sun” as his big num- 
bers. He’s a good TV personality 
having enough movement and 
vocal solidity to warrant more fre- 
quent appearances. As a matter 
of fact, Laine was the saving fea- 
iture of the show. Rest of the 
talent didn’t measure up to top 
fodder. 

Opener, Randy Brown, took a 
long time to do paddle-ball exhibi- 
tion. It’s the type of act that goes 
well in production numbers if con- 
fined to a top of three minutes, 
Jane and Betty Kean should have 
telescoped their act as well. Not 
all their comedy is good, and sharp 
scissoring would have made them 
and the show better. Dick Drake, 
mandolin virtuoso doubling from 
the Palace, has a delicate brand of 
deadpan humor which didn’t get 
over the orthicons. 

Other bit on the show was by 
Kate Murtah, from “Texas, Li'l 
Darlin’ ’’ who’s been helping Sulli- 
van build up to Laine’s appear- 
ance for the second straight week 
|The writing here could have been 
a little more imaginative. 


/ 


CBS-TV’s “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” presented another sprightly 
half-hour Sunday night (8), with 
| Sugar-Chile Robinson, Vera Zorina 
and Jack Carter in the “problem” 
seats. Producer Irving Mansfield 
has apparently all but forsaken 
the series’ original format of try- 
ing to find guests with problems 
that sound authentic and is now 
‘using virtually any device to spot- 
light the celebs before his panel. 
Results have not hurt the show's 
entertainment values and have 
certainly opened the way to a more 
varied and equally good lineup of 
guests. 

On Sunday night’s program, for 

;example, Robinson, the Negro 
|moppet boogie pianist, was seeking 
to find a name that would give him 
more “dignity” when he grew up. 
Miss Zorina berated the panel fo: 
| slamming ballet the same way they 
| Slammed classical opera, and Carter 
wanted to know how to brush otf 
the friends who were always trying 
to palm off blue jokes for him to 
(use. Each of them excelled in 
‘their own acts during the time 
|usually given the panel members 
\for “consideration,” although Car- 
|ter looked surprised when the 
| Stage manager apparently cut short 
|his work because the show was 
|running over. 
Clifton Fadiman did his usually 
isuave job as moderator and Abe 
|Burrows and George S. Kaufman 
'got off their share of bright lines 
in giving advice. Actress Leonora 
Corbett, guest. panelist, took tittle 
part in the discussion, with the 
cameras as a result giving her 
almost a brushoff. 

















seamed of M-G-M 
"THE GREAT RUPERT’ 
For George Pal Prods. 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T., NBC 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





‘SPECIAL MATERIAL 
For a long time topflight 
stars of stage, night clubs, 
records, radio and tele- 
vision have been buying and 
successfully using special 
comedy and dramatic song. 
material by Pot Ballard. 


Spencer 9-7330 | 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. 
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WFIL, Philadelphia .., KEYY, Pocatello, Idaho... 
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M-G-M RADIO ATTRACTIONS ARE THE BIGGEST, BOOMINGEST HIT ON THE AIR —TODAY! 


M-G-M THEATRE OF THE AIR » AT HOME WITH LIONEL BARRYMORE +» HOLLYWOOD, U.S.A. » GOOD NEWS FROM HOLLYWOOD - THE STORY OF DR. KILDARE 
CRIME DOES NOT PAY + THE ADVENTURES OF MAISIE « THE HARDY FAMILY 


THE TRADE PRESS RAVES! THE NATION’S PRESS CHEERS! THE STATIONS ACCLAIM! 


VARIETY | - WALTER WINCHELL 


Adventures of Maisie. “Topflight air adaptation of pix “The ‘Hardy Family’ has moved from the cameras to 
series... zany situations ... bright and brittle dialogue the mikes... Thanks to Mickey's peppery Rooneying.” 


make snappy comedy all the way.” 
ST. LOUIS GLOBE DEMOCRAT 
THE BILLBOARD M-G-M Theatre of the Air. “Hollywood at its all-out 


best . . . the usual fine quality production associated 
M-G-M Theatre of the Air. “In slickness of production with the film capital. Superb background music, stories 
this hour-long program compares very favorably with and stars.” 


it ae 
s network brothers. Name value stars CLEVELAND PRESS 


“Offers stations an inexpensive way of competing with 


° VARIETY such enterprises as NBC's ‘Theatre Guild’.” 


Crime Does Not Pay. “Solid commercial package ... HOUSTON PRESS 


slambang entertainment.” 
“With all due respect to Lux Radio Theatre, and some 


“ation, 
The Story of Dr. Kildare. “Crackerjack show ... solid of those half-hour quickies, | think you'll like M-G-M W tony . 
dramatic impact .. . rising line of tension.” Theotre of the Air best.” ic em | 


Metr O Y oldwyn May er Radio Aitracti ons 


Exclusive Representatives ..... . MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


598 MADISON AVENUE 430 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 9370 SANTA MONICA BLVD 105 MONTGOMERY ST. UNION COMMERCE BLOG, 2102 N. AKARD ST. 1612 BOOK TOWER 1044 LITTLE BLOG. NORTHWESTERN BANK BUILDING 
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Battle of Speeds’ Further Confused 


As Col. Puts Stress on 7-Inch 33's 





The shoe is on the other foot in+ 


the conflict between Columbia 
Records and RCA-Victor over their 
respective 33 rpm and 45 rpm 
disks. Whereas it was Victor 
which drew bitterness from the_ 
recording industry and the press 
when the 45 rpm platters were 
debuted, because they confused 
the buying public with too 
many different speeds, it is now 
Columbia that is drawing frowns. 
Columbia has decided that it will 
now push the seven-inch 33 rpm 
disks it brought out at the time Vic- 
tor launched its seven-inch 45s 
and the disk business from top to 
bottom is generally unhappy about 
the situation, feeling that Colum- 
bia will only further muddle the 
public. 

That Columbia 
move due 
strides Victor's 45 platters are 
making, seems a foregone conclu- 
sion. Though the small 33s, 
signed for pops only, have been on 
the market for months Columbia 


is making its 


did little with them, promotion- 
wise, during that time. They made 


comparatively little headway with- 
out sales pressure and Columbia 
has been content to let it go at 
that, concentrating on getting the 
10 and 12-inch 33s_ established, 
which it has done to the point 
where RCA-Victor had to go along. 

However, Columbia does not in- 
tend appropriating a special pro- 
motion fund to exploit the small 
33s. That alone seems to indicate 
that the promotion it will lay out 
is aimed solely to get its share of 
the small record business and keep 
the 33 LP system on seven-inch 
disks alive in the face of the con- 
stantly growing 45 rpm reaction. 
Special ads, window displays, radio 
spot announcements, etc., are be- 
ing prepared for the putsch, but 
all within the framework of the 


regular LP and 78rpm plans and | 


budget, which makes it appear 
that Columbia doesn’t intend put- 
ting on another fight-to-the-finish 
with RCA’s 45s from the small rec- 
ord angle. 


Jukebox Ops Set 


Own Convention 





For March 6-8 


Washington, Jan. 10. 


Music Operators of America, na- | 


tion’s jukebox ops, have. slated 
their first exclusive convention for 
March 6-8 this year at the Palmer 
House, Chicago. Some 110 local 
and regional associations are af- 
filiated with the national body, 
headed by George A. Miller, - of 
California. 

The business sessions 


are ex- 


enly to the apparent. 


de- | 


Nitery Sues L.A. Tooters’ 





Local for Yanking Kid Ory 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 


Operators of the Kid Ory Club | 


on Vine street here, which shut- 
tered when Negro Musicians Local 


767 ordered Ory out of the place. | 





has filed suit for $50,000 against | 


the local, Lee Davis, president of 
767, and James C. Petrillo. 

Club operator, S&P Corp., 
charge in the suit that the yanking 
of Ory was unfair and discrimina- 
tory. 


Pitt Disk Jocks Jump 
On Bandwagon For 








Rival Spinner’s Wax’ 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 
Local disk jockeys are all for one 
and one for all. They’re putting | 
on a tremendous, all-out puff for 
Art Pallan’s recording of “Star of 
My Show,” 
amateur, 


written by a 
Alice Slome. 


local | 
Pallan’s a/| 


veteran platter-spinner on WWSW, | 


town’s only major indie station, 
and his locally-waxed disk 
by Harry Walton’s trio and the 
Martinaires, a vocal group, has be- 
come one of the 10 best jukebox 
sellers in this district last couple 
of weeks. 

Pallan himself gave the platter 
its original impetus‘on his WWSW 
programs, of course, but he wasn’t 
alone for long. Every other jock 
‘in town jumped on the bandwagon 


| weeks ago. 


k, backed | 


almost immediately, not only spin- | 


ning it generously but even going 
to great length to tell how good 
they thought it was. 


BOB CROSBY SET FOR 
‘WJZ DISK JOCK SHOW 


Maestro-singer Bob Crosby starts 
a disk jockey show on WJZ, New 
York, in the 9-10 p.m. slot Saturday 
|}evenings. Show is set for a mini- 
|mum of eight weeks as a test pe- 
|riod, starting this Saturday (14) 
| evening, and will include a guest 








pected to deal primarily with the | 


merchandising of musie and prob- 


lems of legislation, 


particularly in 
connection with 


American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, according to Hirsh de La 
Viez, prexy of the Washington Mu- 
sic Guild and convention 


ops: will turn out for the national 
shindig. 


chair- | 
man. He predicts that up to 8,000 | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 31) 
London, Jan. 4. 
Harry Lime Theme. .Chappell 
Breaking My Heart.. .Sterling 
Hop Scotch Polka Leeds 
Confidentially ....New World 
Forever and Ever. .F. D. & H. 





Snowy White Snow..... Reid 
Garden of Weeds. .Box & Cox 
I'll String Along. ...Feldman 
I Don’t See Me..... Connelly 
Mon., Tues., Wed...... Dash 
Wedding Samba....... Leeds | 
Leicester Sq. Rag......Norris | 
Second 12 
December ........ B. Wood 
Buy Killarney....P. Maurice | 
Shawl of Grey..... Connelly 
Is It Too Late.... . Yale 
Scottish Samba......... Sun 
Down in Glen........Wright 
WE BEEBE. 3 ca cae a Cinephonic | 
Kiss in Eyes...... Bosworth | 
Our Love Story...... Carolin | 
Last Mile Home....... Leeds | 
Lucky Old Sun........ Sun 
So Ends Search........ Norris 








New Adherents To 
RCA's 45 System 


RCA-Victor’s 45 rpm system is 
picking up independent label ad- 
herents in addition to the London 
and Mercury companies, which 
cited a turn in that direction a few 
Dana Records, New 
York outfit, and Crystalette, a 
western disker, will issue material 
already released on 78 rpm plat- 
ters on 45s, within the next couple 
weeks. 

Mercury, incidentally, though It | 
has said it intends producing 45 


| platters, has not as yet set a date | 


| for first release. 


It.is still experi- | 


i|menting with the platters and is 


| talking to dealers on the subject. 


Meanwhile, RCA claims that its 
45 business is continuing to rise. | 
Factories will ship approximately | 
750,000 disks this week, part of 
which is a backlog caused by a 
two-day inventory layoff. Com- 
pany states, too, that the increas- 
ing sale of its 45s has not dis- 
turbed so far its 78 biz, which 
maintains the same level. 
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‘ures to make a lot of noise 
lover brings up an equally saleable 
'version of another novelty 
| already 
|slowly at 
| tempo. 


itor). 
| with huge ballyhoo. 
fitted to a jungle beat, 
|'makes a production of it that can 
|easily earn the side top jock and 
| juke ratings. 
|with the aid of his Moon Maids 
‘and Moon Men and it stands up | 


|disk can do it easily. 
‘a good rhythm item vocalled by | 
| Sonny Parker. 


| Rose”’-“It 


‘that could send the side winging 


Jocks, Juke 








Bing Crosby “Chattanoogie Shoe | 
Shine Boy”-“Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo” 4 
(Decea). Two fine sides, both | 
solid jock potentials. Crosby's ap- 
proach to the “Chattanoogie” tune, 
an unusually attractive novelty | | 


similar in thought to “Umbrella | 
Man.” is relaxed and full of | 
Crosbyisms and rhythm —-—n 

ip- | 


that’ S | 
moving. Crosby does it) 
first then jumps the 
Jud Conlon Singers assist. 
Vaughn Monroe “Bamboo” (Vic- 
Victor is launching this disk 
A weird item 
Monroe 


He sings it solidly 


under repeated spins. 
Lionel Hampton “Rag Mop”- | 
“For You My Love” (Decca). 
Hampton’s “Rag Mop” is caused by 
the success of the Ames Bros. ver- 
sion (Coral) and it takes up where 
the quartet leaves off in that it 
adds a solid beat and the color 
of Hamp’s vibraharp. It doesn’t 
go wild; the vocal, if the lyric can 
be called such, is prov ided by the 
Hamptones, and done well. Hamp 
hasn’t gotten into pop ratings in 
years, due to his style, but this 
Reverse is 


Sammy Kaye “My Lily and My 
Isn't Fair’ (Victor). | 
Either of these can turn into solid 
jock and sales sides for Kaye. 

“Lily” is a cute, light melody | 
chorused smoothly and rhythm- 
ically by Don Cornell and the 
Kaydets. It sells. Cornell alone 
vocals the reverse, a standard, and 
he spins a b.o. version of the lyric 


on its own, and, incidentally, send | 
himself winging on his own since 
he has left Kaye’s band to single. 

Connie Haines, “Sugar-Coated 
Lies”-““Me, Myself and I” (Coral). 
Connie Haines maintains a con- 
stant standard of attractive disks. 
This one is another potential, 
carrying two movingly done pieces. 


By BERNIE WOODS 


| chestra. 


|in a curious sort of way. 
| done by the singer. 


s and Disks 








Still of the Night” (Mercury). At 
first hearing, Damone’s “Kiss Me” 
is a fooler. Firstly, it’s more like 
Frank Sinatra than anything he 
has ever done; secondly, the side 
| grows strongly with every spin and 
impresses as a side with real b.o. 
potential. a cute tune done on 
a bounce beat with excellent ac- 
companiment, it’s a smart jock and 
juke side. Backing, a standard, is 
also well done and figures to add 
to the success Damone has had 
with such material lately. 

Dick Haymes “I -Wish I Had 
Swectheart’’-“Don’t Throw Cold 
Water on the Flame of Love” 
(Decca). Haymes revived “Little 

two years ago. He 


a 


White Lies” 
may or may not do the same thing 
for “Sweetheart,” but the disk is a 
jockey must for it’s an excellent 
and smartly produced version of 


ithe tune, aided by Perry Botkin’s 


string band and Cass County Boys. 
Reverse is a well-done hillbilly, 
but, ow that title. 

Fontane Sisters “Fairy Tales”- 
“Cinderella Work Song” (Victor). 
Fontane’s cut two good sides in 
these two. “Fairy Tales’ is 
smartly arranged and the perform- 
ance is such that the side is a first- 
rate jock piece. It’s the reverse, 
however, that carries real punch 
for it’s a solid performance of a 
good novelty from the score of Walt 
Disney’s ‘Cinderella’ and it carries 
sharp jock potentialities. Mitch 
Ayres’ orchestra accomps. 

Evelyn Knight ‘‘You’re Always 
There’-“I Remember the Corn- 
fields” (Decca). “You're Always” 
is a good new pop which as yet 
hasn’t made the dent it could. Miss 
Knight's disk has chance to do it 
for it’s an attractively performed 
version of the ballad, assisted by a 
chorus and Gordon Jenkins’ or- 
“Cornfields” belies the 
suggestion in title; a ballad of a 
nostalgic type, it, too, is attractive 
It’s well 


Platter Pointers 


Various disk manufacturers in- 
terested in moving the band busi- 
ness out of its slump are begin- 
ning to turn out solid instrumen- 
tals. Both Decca and RCA-Victor 
are aiming thusly this week, Decca 
with a bounce pairing of “Crew 


priory “Lies” is a neat hillbilly-style | Cut”-“By the Waters of the Minne- 
star angle. ; ‘melody smartly performed with | tonka,” ‘by Jerry Gray’s orchestra 
. Crosby pew Dee a commercial Skiteh Henderson orchestra,| the Lee Gordon singers. Reverse and Victor with “Puddle Wump” 
show on the NBC network, for Pet Modernaires, and Kings and La- brings up an unique lyrical idea py Tommy Dorsey’s excellent com- 
Milk, Sunday evenings at 10:30 dies, signed by Universal-Interna- ee sells almost as well. bination, a tasteful bit of rhythm 
| P-m. tional for a musical featurette. | Wie Damone “Kiss Me”-“In the | split by Charlie Shavers’ muted 
en eee <—nrar"“"7 nS Se adding’ . .. Add Irving Fields’ 
“Wedding Samba” (Victor) to the 

VARIETY 10 Bost Sellers On Coin-Machines Week of Jan. 7 socko disk performances of the 
CHF FH FFE HO+oos SFE HEFOHE++ETO® tune... Also Bill Darnel’s “Chat- 
| tanoggie Shoe Shine Boy” to the 
1. I CAN DREAM CAN’T I (16) (Chappell) ewe verre: Serer Te Andrews Sisters.........Decca potentials on that melody (Coral) 

2. DREAMER’S HOLIDAY (7) (Shapiro-B) ...............005. Sg Fics ea saesicy ap i Penny’ ‘3. “Bloodehot _— (kine! 
ahi ‘ a . Claude Thornhill put a lot 
> 3. SLIPPIN’ AROUND (7) (Peer-Int.) ...... seveececccssccess 4 Whittine-Wakely .........Capitol 2| more piano into his “Sitting by the 
| Ernest Tubb secceccccs» -WECCE Window” (Victor) and got much 

4. THERE’S NO TOMORROW (6) BO a ee: { Tony Martin bo¥eee ca. eC more out of the tune than he has 

a camaaand ett [Alan Dale ......+040:-Harmony $ with past pops . . . Another disk 

i ee ee ne haze fhe 3 saan rey y er Mercur is Polly Decen's “Hooke Tonia” 

( stihl ae Beers .. Decca (Kem) Best Nellie Lutcher 

6. DEAR HEARTS, GENTLE PEOPLE (4) (Morris) er ; J Bing Crosby errr Decca sides in sometime is her “Little 
{Dinah Shore ......... Columbia Sally Walker’-“Only You” coup- 

7. OLD MASTER PAINTER (5) (Robbins) .................. | Sinatra-Modernaires ..Columbia } | ling (Capitol) . . . Juanita Hall fig- 

} Snook. NSO? ures to cover the race field thor- 

y Lanson.. London ough? ith |] Old Boi oa ¢ 

, . : ) y wi is angles Is 

8. DON’T CRY JOE (11) (Harms) ........... ienesinnenenetes oo Jenkins......... Decca $ | Gone” (Victor), . . . National issued 

| Frank Sinatra .-. Columbia a fine Billy Eckstine disk in 

9. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (18) (Robbins) eta Sion os aid | Frankie Laine .. Mercury “There Are Such Things”... Two 

| Vaughn Monroe.. such outright switches on standard 

10. 1 WANNA GO HOME (1) (Paxton) ...... melee ss Bete Bay's “Mama, 


Fact that the Music soneaied 


are launching their own conven- 


tion for the first time may indi-| 


cate the breakup of the big shows 


and conventions put on each year | 
the | 


by Coin Machine Industries, 
trade organization of manufactur- 
ers of vending, amusement, slot. 
musie and similar machines. For 
years all groups met at the same 
time under the general aegis of the 
manufacturers. Couple of years ago 
the vending machine people pulled 
away in protest against the inclu- 
sion of slot machines which they 
felt gave the coin machine biz a 
black eve in many circles. 


De La Viez is president of an- 
other organization, the Coin Ma- 
chine Operators of America, which 
includes operators of vending, 
amusement and music machines. 


but which has never staged its 
own ccnvention during the 10 
years it has been in existence. 


Real test of just how genuine 
the music operators are in declar- 
ing their independence is expected 
to be shown at the Chi convention. 
Its success will play a large part 
in determining the future. 


ECHOES (Laurel) 
WAY BACK HOME (BVC) 
ENVY (Encore) 


CHARLIE MY BOY (Bourne) 


JOHNSON RAG (Robbins) .. 


WHISPERING HOPE 


MARTA (E. B. Marks) 


= i ie oe i i i ii ie al aa aaahAaaaaanarer renee eee eeeeeeeee: 


SHE WORE YELLOW RIBBON (Regent) ... 


+ ee ee 


SATURDAY NIGHT FISH FRY (Preview) ...... 
PLL NEVER SLIP AROUND AGAIN (Peer-Int.) . 


GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cornell) 


WHY WAS I BORN (T. B. Harms) 
(Hanover) 
YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (21) (Aleeneuiad 


BLUE STAY AWAY FROM ME (Lois) 
I NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE (12) (Bourne) 


{Figures in parentheses tndicate number of weeks song 


Second Group 


LE 
{1 


eeeee- 


tJ qj 


{ Jack 
| Russ 
{Freddy Martin 
‘“'tPrimo Scala. 
Vic Damone ..... 
Stafford-MacRae.... 
V 
J Evelyn Knight. 


eeereeeeeere eee eeeeeeees 


a 


+e eee eee seenes 


ee eee eae 


(B 


Oe ee ee ee ee oo oe a 


Tony Martin. . 
Owen Bradley... 
Kenny Roberts. 


has been th the Top 10.) | 
;a new 


nkspots 


' | Sammy 
Crosby-Waring 
{ Fran 
(Buddy Clark 
Louis Jordan 
Whiting-Wakely 
§ Teddy Phillips 


Decca 
Victor 
seeees. Columbia 

Decca 
Capitol 


London 
Columbia 


.. London 
.. Decca 
Victor 
London 
-»..Mercury 
.. Capitol 
Mercury 


. Decca 
.. M-G-M 


... Victor 
.. Coral 
Coral 


eveeeevees 


Warren 


*e@eeeeees } 


‘eee eres 
®ere-s 


timmy Dorsey 


Teter 
Morgan........ 


ic Damone 


lue Barron.... 


*@eeeese 
‘eee eevee 
eee 


eee 


se eee eee 


| 

:e0eees >» VCR | 

{Perry Como ............Victor 
{Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 

D 

| 
{ Andrews-Morgan........ Decca 
bs Miller. ..... cocoa. Rainbow 

5 isin ROAR Am oe Decea 
6 eee bauer Victor 


+4 | 


| ¢ Decea) 


(Discovery) a 


What'll I Do” and “Save a Little 
Sunbeam (For a Rainy, Rainy 
ay”) (Columbia) have never been 
‘backed up . . Lucky Millinder 
turned in a commercially attractive 
| side for Victor in “Journey’s End” 
. “Riders in the Sky” copies 
‘coming through slowly but surely; 
Roy Rogers’ “Stampede,” for ex- 
|ample.... 


Standout western, race, hillbilly, 

| Jazz, polka, etc.: Wesley Tuttle, 
“Texas Yodel” (Capitol)... Mer- 
vin Shiner, “I’m Gonna Tie & 
Little String Around Your Finger” 
Meredith Howard, 
“Home Cookin’ Mama” (Victor) 

Four Wild-Cats, “Flying Ghost 


| Boogie’. “Riffin’ the Boogie” (De!- 
|var) ... Clyde Moody, “I Love 
| You Because” (King) . . . Joe 
| Tarto, “Honey” (Mercury) . - 


Ernie Lee, “My Horne Is the Dus t 
of the Road” (Victor) . . Georgie 
| Auld, “You’ve Got Me ‘Jumpin’ 
. “Fat Man” Robin- 
“Bye Bye Roberta” (Decca’ 
Dolph Hewitt, “Ask My Heart” 
| (Victor ) Pinetoppers, “Pine- 
toppers’ (Coral) . Elton 


| 


Blues” 


| Britt-Rosalie Allen, “Quicksily er 


“Yodel Blues” (Victor). 





George Shearing Quintet open 
nitery, The Coronet, 5a" 
Francisco, Feb. 2. 
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Dearth of A&R Talent Spotlighted 
By RCA’s Grab of Col.’s Winterhalter 


Lack of experienced personnel + 


available to major recording com- 
panies was made evident last week 
when RCA-Victor, searching for 
months for a musical director to 
assist its current artists and re- 
ertoire staff, moved into Colum- 
bia Records and walked off with 
Hugo Winterhalter. Latter signed 
a term deal calling for a minimum 
of $20,000 yearly, more coin than 
Victor ever has put down for an 
artists and repertoire subordinate 
figure. 

Winterhalter’s contract calls for 
him to arrange for and conduct 
behind any artist on the Victor 
roster, plus making disks under 
his own name at the regular 5% 
of the purchase price royalty rate. 
He’s also to conduct dates for the 
NBC Thesaurus, which RCA men 
are now handling’ Winterhalter 
will work under the title, Chief 
Musical Director, but in no way 
will affect Charles Greean and 
Henri Rene, also musical directors 
under artists and repertoire head 
Joe Csida., 

Winterhalter’s acquisition by 
Victor brings that company’s staff 
up to four men in the east and 
Walt Heebner on the Coast. Co- | 
lumbia now has only three men | 
in N. Y. and one on the Coast. 
Capitol has about the same, re- 
versed. Heaviest heeled in per- 
sonnel is Decca, which last week 
took on Morty Palitz for the second 
time. Decca has about 10 men, 
from Dave Kapp, v.p. in charge of | 
artists and repertoire, down 
through Milt Gabler, Leonard Joy, 
Gordon Jenkins, Sy Oliver, Palitz, 
etc, 


Decca’s Bullish 
Stock Returns 


Decca Records stock quotation 
on the New York stock market 
has moved to 954, slightly more 
than double the 45§ level it had 
fallen to immediately after the 
death, last spring, of president and 
founder Jack Kapp. At one point, 
recently, the stock had reached a 
high of 10, from the seven and a 
fraction level it had hovered at 
for some time after a slow climb. 
back from the aforementioned low. 

Decca is perhaps the only major 
company which will be able to 
show operation in the black’ for 
every quarter of ‘49. Like all ri- 
val labels it had its rough periods 
during the third quarter, when 
business fell off sharply, but re- 
covered sufficiently to show a prof- 
it in each three-month period. 

Currentiy, Decca is showing its 
heels to rivals; it has between 15|_ 
and 20 recordings all selling mL 
substantial figures. That's a much | 
better mark than the first two 
months of last year, when 10 dif- | 





a hit level it had never reached 
before. 


BAPTISTS LET KENTON 
USE PHILHARMONIC AUD. 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Stan Kenton’s will be the first 
jazz band to go into the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium here in four 
years. Kenton will stage what he 
calis a “workshop preview,” Feb. 
1, of his newly-formed 40-piece 
orch. Aud, owned by the Baptist 
Church, has stipulated, however. 
that the term “jazz” cannot be 
used in any advertising. 

Last jazz concert at the Phil- 
harmonic was a bash tossed by 
Norman Granz four years ago. 
Aud operators complained that the 
crowd was disorderly, causing dam- 
age to carpets and upholstery. 

Kenton’s concert will be for an 
invitation-only group of critics 
disk jockeys, Local 47 (AFM) mem- 
bers and music students. Audience 
will vote on popularity of each of 
16 tunes and Kenton will wax the 
first eight for his next Capito! al- 
bum, 





»Mule’-“Dear Hearis” 





Spike Jones Hits Road 
On 6-Month 1-Niter Run 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

After a four-week layoff here, 
Spike Jones’ troupe is on another 
tour that will keep it on the road 
until June. After hitting Pasadena 
and Long Beach in this region, the 
group headed towards Chicago on 
27 straight one-niters. In Chi, 
starting Feb. 5, Jones will play for 


eight weeks at the Great Northern 


theatre. 

At the Great Northern the show 
will get 70° of the gross up to 
$15,000 weekly; 75°° on all grosses 
topping that figure. After that 
run Jones swings east, up through 
Quebec, across Canada and down 
through the Pacific Northwest. 





Pair of Crosby 


Mules Set Up 
Odd Sales Kick 


Decea Records has had an un- 
usual reaction from its recoupling 
of Bing Crosby’s “Mule Train” and 
“Dear Hearts and Gentle People.” 
Those two sides were backed up 
when the disk was originally re- 
leased, and when ‘‘Mule” started 
to tire, it decided to pull that tune 
off and substitute “Make Believe” 
as the companion piece for “Dear 
Hearts.” 

When that was done, “Mule” 
suddenly picked up in sales and 
Decca was forced to continue to 
market the original coupling. 
Briefly, it now has two platters of 
“Dear Hearts” on the market, one 
backed with “Mule” and the other 
with “Make Believe.” And _ the 
platter is 
outselling the other by a fairly 
wide margin. 

Decca and all other disk com- 
panies that have versions of 
“Mule” have found fhat the tune 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


‘GESTAPO-LIE 


TACTICS I PLAY 


Bitter competition among record 
sien for “exclusives” on po- 
tential hit tunes has reached the 
point where tight curtains of 
secrecy and gestapo-like action is 
being drawn around preferred ma- 
terial. Situation reached a new 
high with the revelation over the 
past week of an RCA-Victor re- 
cording by Vaughn Monroe of an 
unusual tune, titled “Bamboo.” 

Monroe waxed the melody in 
New York last November, the 
leader warning his musicians, ar- 
rangers, singers, ete., that no one 
was to mention the cutting any- 
where. RCA carefully held the 
disk under cover thereafter and, 
while everyone concerned nursed 
the “secret,” proceeded to build up 
a backlog of 250,000 pressings. 
They were to be released this 
month. 

However, just before New Year’s 
a tip came from one of Victor’s 
field men that two rival companies 


/ were preparing to release disks of 


| the tune. 


RCA moved like wild- 
fire, shipping the 250,000 pressings 
to distribution points quickly. It 
then began pressing 2,000 disk 
jockey exploitation platters. How- | 
ever, due to the holidays, it could 


-not get special labels printed for | 


the pressings. It pulled a crew of | 
employees to work the Saturday | 
(New Year’s Eve) and Monday (2) 
to rubber stamp the labels by hand 
and get them out. RCA then could 
have flooded the market with Mon- 
roe versions of “Bamboo,” but the 
tip on rival disks was proved false. 

RCA’s handling of “Bamboo” 
isn’t typical of that company, but 
it is typical of the increasing de- 
mand among disk companies for 
exclusives. Even Decca did the 
same sort of thing last summer 
with Bing Crosby’s “Way Back 
Home.” a standard tune, keeping 
it under cover for months. Capi- 
tol has more or less advised major 
publishers that it isn’t as inter- | 
ested in their No. 1 plug songs as 
it is in stray tunes that other com- 
panies might not have. Even for 
its top names. Mercury Records 
plainly states that it is seeking 


‘only melodies rivals aren’t likely 


has continued to sell far beyond | 


the point at which it was thought it 
would be killed off by the thou- 
sands of disk jockey performances 
it got. Theory is that the disk 
jocks themselves got tired of 
spinning the various versions of 
the western novelty, from Frankie 
Laine’s platter on down, and when 
they laid off using it, the tune 
began smalls up new sales speed. 


to have. Others are always hunt- 
ing for something rivals won't 
have. 


Here’s the payoff in the “Bam- 
boo” situation, however, Shapiro- 
Bernstein, which publishes the 
song, is one of the very few music 
houses that lays a song on a record 
company execs desk and labels it 
a “plug” as in days of yore. And 
it sticks with that promise. It 
doesn’t often go for the type of 
deal involving Monroe’s cutting. 


BATTLE FOR ‘EXCLUSIVES’ ON 





/dition disk last week. 


Sale of London's ‘Third Man’ Disks 


Heats Col. Execs to Fast Burn 





Stores in a Dither: 
What About the Zither? 


Wide publicity within the trade 
on the score of the film, “The 
Third Man,” caused by the pros 
and cons over the releasing of re- 
cordings of the theme _ music, 
played on a zither, has music store 
operators in a dither. Many are 
wondering whether it’s advisable to 
put in a small stock of zithers, an 
instrument that has been out of 


popularity in the U. S. for many | 


years, 

In recent weeks, music publish- 
ers and jobbers have been queried 
by retailers as to whether the film, 
and the many recordings of its un- 
usual background music, will 
create any sort of a demand for 
the instrument. 





Pubs See Benefits 


From Lombardo 's 


‘Pick a Hit’ Airer 


New York music publishers are 
deeply interested in the possibili- 
ties in the new radio program 
titled, “Pick a Hit,” auditioned last 
week by NBC for showing to pros- 
pective sponsors. Over the years 
there have been hundreds of ideas 
presented that would make use of 


the amateur songwriter in a way | 
could feel safe, | 


MPCE Puts Lopez 


that publishers 
thus opening up a new source of 
material to them. And one has 
ever been feasible. It’s felt that 
the “Pick. a Hit” idea shows 
promise. 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and a 
group of industry figures partici- 
pated in the making of NBC's au- 


have Lombardo playing the tunes 
while a “jury” of one publisher 
(Lou Levy), a disk jockey (Martin 
Block), a professional songwriter 
(Sonny Skylar), a performer (Ce- 
leste Holm) and Lombardo himself 
judge the tune. They are situated 
at one table while the writers of 
the tunes selected are at another. 
Ben Grauer was the moderator of 
comments for the audition disk, 
which created a rhubarb due to 
conflicting opinions, to the point 
where Grauer interrupted with the 
line, ‘we're here to pick a hit, not 
a fight.” 
NBC is carefully screening the 
(Continued on page | 46) 


Sheet Music Best-Sellers of 1949 


Listed below are the sales leaders in the sheet music field during 1949, based on the weekly tabulation 
ferent disks put the company on of sheet music best-sellers reported to VaRIETY by leading music jobbers and retail outlets. 


Song Writers Publisher 
A Dreamer’s Holiday. ...ccoscorssecess Kim Gannon-Mabel Wayne.... Shapiro-B ...... ASCAP 
A Little Bird Told Me........ccevees. Harvey O. Brooks. . BOUMME ...0605 ASCAP 
A Wonderful Guy ......ccccccccecees: Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein II Williamson ......ASCAP 

“A”—You’re Adorable..........+++-+:: Buddy. Kaye-Sid Lippman-Fred Wise .. Laurel .......... ASCAP 
Ce RS eee Dorcas Cochran-Lionel Newman Robbins rere ee ASCAP 
An Old-Fashioned Walk............-. Irving Berlin baenews BOUR ssiceeees ASCAP 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside. .........+-. .. Frank Loesser Morris ...... ASCAP 
SE WE i, os ana EGA oe 08G40 00040-08 Richard Rodgers- Oscar Hamme: ‘stein II Williamson ..... ASCAP 
Careless Hands ... ...--seeesceevees Carl Sigman-Bob Hilliard ...Melrose ........ ASCAP 
Cruising Down the River..........4.. Eily Beadell-Nell Tollerton........... MPRIEOR 5 ss icenes ASCAP | 
Don’t Cry. Joe (eaedetar JOGO MOPAR .= . 2.66 hece Ficcvi eases Harms, Inc...... ASCAP 
Far Away Places .......sseeeeeeeeees Joan Whitney-Alex Kramer... Laurel -..... ASCAP 
Forever and Ever......e.seeeeeeeeees Malia Rosa-Franz Winkler Robbins ........ ASCAP 
Galway Bay... .....-ceecsersesevoees Dr. Arthur Colahan-Michael Donavan Leeds weecrTer ASCAP 
Hop Scotch Polka ..... cece eeeeeeees B. Whitlock-G. Rayburn-C, Sigman Cromwell ...... ASCAP 
I Can Dream, Can’t I... ....-.eceeeeee: Irving Kahal-Sammy Fain Chappell ......... ASCAP 
I Don't See Me in Your Eyes Bennie Benjamin-George Weiss Laurel ......... ASCAP 
Lavender Biue -..ee.eee. Larry Morey-Eliot Daniels Santly- el ere ASCAP 
Maybe It’s Because... ....----+seeeeee Harry Ruby-Johnnie Scott B.V.C. o0secet CaP 
Dale “TRAIN... 4 6 cs ii ogee tate eoveens Johnny Lange-Hy Heath-Fred Glickman eee ASCAP 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine - Carmen Lombardo-Stanley Rochinski Lombardo ...... ASCAP 
Red Roses for a Blue Lady ; Sid Tepper-Roy Brodsky Mills a Te ASCAP 
Midess in the GHY......0ccsseececeess Stan Jones Mehl oe ROC ESE DO S.4.05.5 Morris ......... ASCAP 
Room Full of Roses .....+.eeeeeeeee- Tim Spencer Hill-Range ..... BMI 
Slippin’ Around ...... essere ee evens Floyd Tillman Peer-Inter ...... BMI 
Geo im LOVE... ..-:ssersavecseccoeces Cole Porter T. B. Harms.. ASCAP 
Some Enchanted Evening. .....+-.+.++-- Richard Rodgers- Oscar Hammerstein II Williamson ..... ASCAP 
Someday Aged sinwe-v 6k 0 eee Hodges ) Duchéss ........ BMI 
Sunflower .... ......++-+seeececesenss Mack David — seseesecee FAMOUS -..00-..-ASCAP 
That Lucky Old Sune eseeeseeees Haven Gillespie-Peosley Smith........ i ASCAP 
You're Breaking My Heart.....+.+ee+-. Sunny Skylar-Pat Genaro..... eeewe Algonquin .......BMI 


|test to 


Idea is to | 


* Columbia Records pop artists 


and repertoire executives exploded 
over the weekend over the forced 
restrictions by the Selznick Re- 
leasing Corp. and Chappell Music 
on recordings of the “Third Man 
Theme.” For weeks Selznick’s or- 
ganization has forced recording 
companies, who have long had 
disks of the fiim’s score in readi- 
ness, to keep them off the market. 


| This was accomplished by with- 
| holding recording licenses, 


which 
would mean that any company is- 
suing a disk would be liable to 
infringement action under the law. 


However, Manie Sacks, Colum- 
bia’s pop artists and repertoire v.p., 
claimed he was able to buy numer- 
ous copies of the London label re- 
cording of the music in Philadel- 
phia, his home town, over the past 
weekend. He bought several and 
got sales slips with them and upon 
returning to N. Y. Monday (9) 
morning, blew up a storm of pro- 
Selznick and Chappell 
execs. He asserts he will bring 
his disking of the music, by a Vien- 

nese musical group headed by a 
zither player, to market immedi- 
ately. 

Selznick has been endeavoring 
to hold a tight re‘n on the release 
of the music because of the reac- 
tion to it in England, where the 
“Third Man” film has played. 
Tune is No. 1 in sheet sales in 
Britain and Selznick is figuring on 
heavy reaction to the film in the 
U. S. via the exploitation possibil- 
ities in the melody and its un- 
usual zither performance by Vien- 
nese Anton Karas. For that rea- 
son, Selznick has desperately tried 

(Continued on page 48) 





On ‘Unfair’ List 
Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees union set off somewhat of 
a bombshell late last week in plac- 
ing Vincent Lopez on its “unfair 
list” barring publishers’ staff men 
from contacting him at the Taft 
hotel, New York. MPCE’s action 
is based on charges that are not 
made clear. 

MPCE has wired‘ its council 
board that an emergency meeting 
will convene in N. Y. today (Wed.), 
but refuses to reveal what it will 
concern. It’s felt, however, that 
the Lopez situation will be review- 
ed. Maestro has been threaten- 
ing to take legal action against the 
union. Whether he will appear be- 
fore the board himself is also un- 
known. 


At the same meeting which 
| moved against Lopez; the MPCE 
‘lifted a previous “unfair” label 


hung on Daryl Harpa, whose band 
is at a spot in New Jersey. Harpa’s 
attorneys had advised the MPCE 
that an employee of the leader 
had been guilty of the practices 
the MPCE deemed detrimental to 
the music business, not Harpa. 
MPCE accepted this and removed 
Harpa from the blacklist. 


DECCA’S SPEED-UP TO 
GET JUMP ON RIVALS 


Decca is making a habit of light- 
ning speed in getting out record- 
ings it feels will get the jump on 
rival labels. Bing Crosby’s record- 
ing of “Chattanoogie Shoe Shine 
Boy’-“Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo,” re- 
corded in Hollywood last Tuesday 
(3) morning, was on sale in New 
York Saturday (7) morning, and in 
many parts of the east and mid- 
west Monday (9), 

Decca originally cut “Chattanoo- 
gie” with Red Foley on Decca and 
Bill Darnell on Coral (Decca sub- 
sid), and response to it was so 
great it put Crosby on it immedi- 
ately. Tape cutting of the tune 
was on a plane east for Decca’s 
N. Y. offices and factories only a 





few hours after it was completed. 
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| VARIETY a = z18) 5 
Survey of retail disk best | | @ ee ae | 3 | é | 
sellers, based on reports ob- ei | = / 0 | € | 5 | e Peer 
tained from leading stores in alisgici2ziBei és! | we | OY OB o ia | 7 
12 cities and showing com- " 2 5 eis ei ele 8 < = | 8 oO 
parative sales rating for this wife] eS | sin Ziel e | | wig T 
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Jan. 7 SieglPidieiflsieleiiisi sis 
s l@ei@/ei§8 |= | gie€ tisizi« N 
This Last isizisiszis £ &lslfisis E| T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title  $j‘i2Z2/'|0 i=! & wm | te eis o - = S 
= ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) i ae es re 
1 3 “f Can Dream”—24705. _ 2 wo ES |. 5 Sf eS 9 57 
ra ~ M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) Se ee eae a 
2 4 *“Slippin’ Around” —57-40224 eee 6 8 9 3 2 10 1 38 
~~ PERRY COMO (Victor) “ a 
3A 9 “Dreamer’s Holiday”—20-3543.. . ee a Oe 8 7 7 3 34 
~~ DICK HAYMES (Decca) 2 ii ili tia aeammmmatas ) , 
3B 12 “Old Master Painter”—24801. a 213. 4 34 
i ~ RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) y i a ee 
4 10 “Old Master Painter”—5342....._ . a I 3 5 3 32 
a ~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) a? ae . 
5A 4 “Don’t Cry, Joe”—24720... (ree. a, ere 2 5 7 6 29 
me ~ BING CROSBY (Decca) : 7 — ~ 
5B 10 “Dear Hearts’—24833...........  - 9 ics i 2 3 29 
ee, DINAH SHORE (Columbia) ee. ae a ee eee 
6 7 “Dear Hearts”—38605.. ....... Ta, eed 2 4 5 298 
Be TONY MARTIN (Victor) eo 
7 13 “No Tomorrow”—20-3582 -.-- » 3 Q 3 ; 4 25 
~ FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) eee ans: 
8 d “Mule Train”—5345............- 9 .. 3 9 35 5 24 
~ AL MORGAN (London) eye oe es : 
9 10 : ‘Jealous Heart”—500 tease ie 4 7 6 4 10 9 92 
a JACK TEETER (London) _ ae 
10 : “Johnson Rag”—501 ees eee oe 5 : 1 6 21 
a DICK TODD (Rainbow) : a eee ee 
11 11 “Daddy’s Girl”—80088........... 4 oo. | 20 
5 TONY MARTIN (Victor) eal ows . 
12A 9 “Marta”—20-3598 .............._ 1 8 6 18 
< FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) ia b aaiesinn 
12B 5 “Lucky Old Sun”—5316 : 8 7 4 7 18 
7 GENE AUTRY (Columbia) en 
13A 2 “Rudolph, Reindeer”—38610 4 is s ..: 10 
PHIL HARRIS (Victor) 7 a dein at aaraeactinaae 
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FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) poe Reames iden ; 
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13D... “Wunderbar”—57-768 .......... 1 10 
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14A en: sibbidi-Boo”—20-3607 | — -. 3 ats a 10 a 9 
BILLIE HOLIDAY (Decca) paar ee eee sane 
14B ie “Crazy He Calls Me’’- -24796.... se 2 : 9 
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14C _ “Dear Hearts”—5336........ “— : 2 9 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) > o — oe ee cate 
14D _ “Eyes Wide Open”—5344 ....... 2 | 9 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) ‘nr ae 
14E “Mule Train”—20-3600..... 2 9 
’ nea 
FIVE TOP. re : : 
SOUTH PACIFIC | KISS ME. KATE | ae — IT | JOLSON SINGS | THAT MIDNIGHT 
A L B U M S Broadway Cast Broadway Cast | Volume 2 ne KISS 
‘Edward R. Murrow Al Jolson | Mario Lanza 
Columbia Columbia | Columbia Decca Victor 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of N : 
| 0. of 
Label Records Points Label Records oi 
Decca ....... eee e ese seeeeees 5 ok erry es "3 . — 
WEEN 5 ics chnwse ss ebereee sewn 6 2% pees rel, 43 
Per ee Tree ee 5 et Se on JAN dbs 444 de canes 1 20 
Capitol 2 48 die 2 
Club Silhouette to erect . Gloria Grey signed for two- 


(n the Upbeat bleacher section to allow minors to 


| oer favorite be-bop combos... 
| Disk jockey Bill Evans getting an- 
New York 'other ful! hour over WCFL, plus 
Art Weems back ait 


General | one-hour platter television show on 


Artists N. Y. office after hospital 
_ siege with kidney ailment... Dr. 
John Peatman song performance 
measuring chart began logging 
local N. Y. and chain television 
|airings ... Mort Nasatir took over 
as director of Decca Records ad- 
vertising . Herb Jeffries inte 
Shelbourne Lounge, N. Y. tomor- 
row (Thurs.) ...E. B. Marks 
sponsoring a Contemporary Music 
Competition for Peabody Con- 
servatory (Balto.) students, April 4 
... Irving Green head of Mercury 
Records, in from Chicago for dis- 
cussion with N. Y. staff... Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Dailey driving to 
Florida for vacation... Al 
Donahue orchestra moves 


BANDS 
ARE 
ON 

DECCA! 


ton, D. C. hostelry Jan. 23 . 

Jerry Lipskin named general man- 
ager of Admiral Records ... Gene 
Krupa band back to work Satur- 











day (14) at State. Hartford, after 
two-week vacation. 
~— ———— > 
Chicago 
Woody Herman’s Woodchoppers 
launch new name policy at Crystal 
Terrace. Duluth, Jan. 16, with 
| week’s run, King Cole Trio also 
, listed, but undated, for the spot 





from | 
Detroit Statler to chain's Washing- | 


WBKB . Lawrence Welk into 
Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, Feb. 
9... Gay Claridge severed his af- 
filiation with General Artists . 
Jimmie Palmer at Casa Loma Ball- 
room, St. Louis, week of Jan. 20, 
followed by Blue Barron... Lucky 
Millinder opens eight-day run at 
Riviera Club, St. Louis. Feb. 11... 
Patti Page starts two weeks at Lon- 
don Chop House, Detroit, Feb. 9 
. . . Red Ingle to Sundown Club, 
Phoenix, Jan. 11, for two weeks 
. . Shep Fields starts two weeks, 
* Deshler-Wallick, Columbus. Jan. | 
{ 
Hollywood 
Bob Evans at the Californian 
hotel, Fresno, for two weeks ... 
Albert Glasser signed by Lippert 
Productions to score “Western 
Pacific Agent”... Dick Haymes of- 
fered $12,500 weekly by Val Par- 
nell for two weeks at London Pal- 
ladium in August ... Victor Young 
scoring Hal Wallis’ “September Af- 
fair’ and Franz Waxman doing 
music for Wallis’ “The Furies”... . 
“Every Woman Should Be Told,” 
new tune by Hoagy Carmichael, 
turned over to Edwin H, Morris 


weeker at Billy Gray's Band Box. 

Decca tossed a luncheon here 
Thursday (5) for 17 disk jockeys 
with Mike Conner as host. . 
Irving Greenwald, formerly with 
Spike Jones, now personal man- 
ager for Red Ingle . . . Columbia 
will soon put out a group of spot 
announcements Doris Day has 
made plugging her latest releases 
. . . Irene Dunne and Decca are 
talking a deal for actress to do a 
six-side album .. . Sammy Cahn 
and Jule Styne signed by Warners 
to do eight numbers for “The West 
Point Story,” James Cagney star- 
rer which rolls in Spring. 





Pittsburgh 

Gene Kurtz, singing saxman with 
Lee Kelton band for last three 
years, quit to enroll in a piano tun- 
ing school... Deuces Wild swiched 
from Carnival Lounge back to old 
location at Midway Pianist 
Mickey Greco moved to the Horse- 
shoe Bar » » » Ralph and Buddy 
Bonds, twin organists, are at Bilf 
Green’s Cocktail Lounge again... 
Betty Holt, Joe Sudy’s vocalist. at 
Terrace Room, is a kid sister of 
David Holt, one-time child movie 
star ... Pianist Johnny Costa 
doubles between Triangle Room 
and private club in New Kensing- 
ton, Pa, 


T. Dorsey Embroglio 
Nearly Kayoes Havana 
Date at Sans Souci 


Tommy Dorsey Orchestra's 
date at the San Souci, Havana, was 
almost knocked out last week by 


a combination of factors, but will 


be played. It has been set back 
one week from the original Jan. 12 
opening to Jan. 19, Dorsey mean- 
while filling in with one-nighters 
and one-day theatre dates in 
Florida. 

Nobody in New Yoirk is too clear 
or too willing to talk on the dif- 
ficulties that came near erasing 
Dorsey’s run, the first top name 
full size band date for a U. S. com- 
bination in Cuba. Antipathy of 
the Cuban Musicians union toward 
U. S. combos, due to the refusal 
of James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
to arrange a reciprocal musicians 
deal between the two unions, had 
much to do with it. This figured 
to some extent in the reluctance 
of the Sans Souci to post the coin 
agreed upon before Dorsey moved 
in. Another circumstance was the 
comp vatively poor business done 
in past weeks by U. S. small com- 
binations, which preceded Dorsey 
into other Havana clubs. 

Joe Sully, Music Corp. of 
America rep, was hurried into 
Havana when the Dorsey embrog- 
lio began and he apparently has 
succeeded in straightening the 
situation out. It’s said the Cuban 
Musicians union is now guarantee- 
ing Dorsey’s $6,000 a week salary. 





Paul Whiteman to Play 
Self in Metro’s ‘Words’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 


Paul Whiteman will be back on 
the screenefor the first time since 


1940 in Metro’s “Three Little 
Words.” He plays himself. 
Story is based on careers of 


Harry Ruby and Bert Kalmar, song 
writers. Whiteman arrives Feb. 2 
to go before cameras. His last ap- 
pearance was in “Strike Up the 
Band,’ Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland starrer. 


Artie Shaw Under Knife 


Artie Shaw was operated on for 
gallstones Monday (9) at Doctor's 
Hospital, New York, and is recov- 
ering. His gall bladder was re- 
moved. 

Shaw recently signed a new re- 
cording contract with Decca Rec- 
ords and had completed cutting at 
least eight sides before going inio 
the hospital. He had previously 
signed with Columbia Records and 
the disks he made for that com- 
pany have not as yet been released. 














The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GiVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
MILLS MUSIC 


ON THE ISLAND 
OF OAHU 


By LEE ERWIN and MEL HOWARD 


THE MARINERS 


Columbia #38624 

















Published by 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 














SINGER 


seeking a theatrical manager inter 
ested in investing funds for orchestra 
tional purposes. 


Contact JOE TEFEL 
DA. 8-2888 after 6 P.M. 
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RCA 


VARIETY 


ACTOR announces... 
Recordings of the Wor 


Artists at ALL phonograph speeds! 





1. To make available to the public RCA-Victor’s 
unsurpassed library of the WORLD’S GREAT- 
EST ARTISTS AND MUSIC recorded for all 
record players: 45-rpm; 78-rpm; 33'3-rpm. 


bh 


. To give the public RECORDINGS of the finest 
ARTISTS and the finest MUSIC. 


3. To achieve through our instruments and records 


the finest possible musical REPRODUCTION. 


4. To make available to the public the achievements 
of world-renowned scientists and engineers at 





RCA POLICY 


work in the RCA Laboratories. Through scien- 
tific research and development they created the 
incomparable “45 system.” Through further prog- 
ress they have also succeeded in including the 
same matchless tonal qualities in the new and 
improved RCA Victor long-playing records, 


lV 


President 
Radio Corporation of America 








45-RPM RECORDS 


The “45” is here to stay and is destined to lead all 
other types of recorded music. 

We will continue to record both classical and popular 
selections on the 15-rpm records. 

The “45” meets the demands of musi¢ lovers, who 
want their tunes and songs on single disks, easy to 
select and simple to play. 

It offers the world’s greatest music and the nest 
artists, reproduced with the highest fidelity. 

So great has been the American public's acceptance 
of RCA Victor's new 45-rpm system—the greatest ad- 
vance in 50 years of recorded music—that today, only 
nine months after its introduction—this revolutionary 
advance has set a new standard of musical enjoyment 
in the phonograph field. 

Never in the history of the record industry has a new 
development moved ahead so fast in so short a time! 
In recent weeks, sales of “45” records soared to a rate 
of more than 20,000,000 a year, and the new record 
plavers were being sold at the rate of 65.000 a month, 

Still we were unable to keep up with the public de- 
mand for these new records and plavers. We are now 
expanding our manufacturing facilities to meet this 
growing demand. 

These figures tell a story of outstanding success for 
the unmatched tone quality, convenience, and economy 
of the “45”, 


It isa smashing triumph in recerded music! 


78-RPM RECORDS 


In the interest of millions of homes still equipped for 
plaving such records, and as long as there is a demand 
for them, RCA Victor will supply a complete catalog 
of conventional 78-rpm records. Every new selection 
will be available on both “78S” and “45” disks. 


RCA 


PIONEER AND WORLD LEADER IN RECORDED MUSIC 





3313-RPM_ RECORDS 


To serve those music lovers who wish to play certain 
classical selections on long-playing records. RCA Victor 
will introduce on or about March 1, a new and im- 
proved, non-breakable long-playing record (33!3-rpm) 
made possible by an exclusive RCA Victor processing 
method which insures high quality and tonal fidelity. 

Selections from our musical library suitable for long- 
playing records will feature such great orchestras as: 

The Boston Symphony under Koussevitzky and Munch, 

the Boston Pops and Arthur Fiedler, the NBC Symphony 

under Toscanini, RCA Victor Chorale and Orchestra 
under Robert Shaw, the San Francisco Symphony Or- 
chestra under Pierre Monteux, Leopold Stokowski and 
his Orchestra, Igor Stravinsky, and such outstanding 
recording artists as Licia Albanese, Marian Anderson, 

Jussi Bjoerling, Alexander Brailowsky, Mischa Elman, 

Kileen Farrell, Heifetz, Vladimir Horowitz, José [turbi, 

Allan Jones, William Kapell, Dorothy Kirsten. Fritz 

Kreisler, Wanda Landowska, Mario Lanza. Jeanette 

MacDonald, Dorothy Maynor, James Melton, Yehudi 

Menuhin, Robert Merrill, Nathan Milstein, Paganini 

Quartet, Jan Peerce, William Primrose, Artur Rubinstein, 

Set Svanholm, Gladys Swarthout, Ferruccio Tagliavini, 

Blanche Thebom, Leonard Warren and Whittemore and 

Lowe. 


As new recordings are made, from time to time, they 
will be available as appropriate additions to the long- 
plaving repertoire. 

Orders tor the new RCA Victor long-plaving records 
are now being booked for delivery in March. 


VICTROLA* PHONOGRAPHS 


The RCA Victor 1950 line of Victrola* phonographs 
and radio-television combinations includes instruments 
that play all three speeds—45, 78 and 33's rpm. All of 
these 3-speed instruments feature an independent “45” 
record plaver in order that the fullest advantages of 
“45° quality and simplicity can be enjoyed. 





ICTOR @ 


Id’s Greatest Music and 





The RCA “45” gives you 
< 
UNMATCHED TONE QUALITY 


The 45-rpm record has the finest tone quality 


in the history of the phonograph art. Only the 


“quality zone” of the record’s surface is used, and 
the music comes to you completely free of dis- 
tortion and surtace noises, There is a full range of 
sound—clear and brilliant. 


MUSIC YOU WANT 
WHEN YOU WANT IT 


One of the fundamentals of musical enjoyment 
is selectivity; complete freedom of choice in what 
you hear. And that’s what you get in RCA Victor s 
“45°. You buy and you play “The Music YOU Want 
When You Want it!” It’s simpler, it’s more satisfy - 
ing, and it saves you energy, time and monev. 

The “45” has the widest possible range of musi- 
cal selection popular, classical, folk, musical com- 
edy—whatever the music lover wants. The present 
“45° catalog numbers more than 2,000 selections 
and is growing daily 

Moreover, RCA Victor is producing scores of old 
favorites trom the conventional 78-rpm catalog on 
the new “45's.” 


WORLD’S FASTEST RECORD CHANGER 


The “45° record plaver contains the fastest and 
simplest automatic changer ever developed. Op- 
erating within the central spindle post, the changer 
handles up to ten records with a time lapse of only 
5 seconds between each one. It is silent, and it can- 
not damage your records. Morever, there is no 
needle to change, for the plaver uses the famous 
RCA Victor “Silent Sapphire” permanent point 
pick-up. 

Operation of the “45” player is simplicity itselt! 
Just stack ten records on the spindle and, with the 
touch of a button, yon can enjoy more than fitty 
minutes of music witheut touching the player 


agai. 


CONVENIENCE AND ECONOMY 


Because they are the first record and record 
plaver ever designed to go with each other, the 
elements of the RCA Victor “45” Victrola system 
provide a new measure of convenience for the 
nuisic lover. The player attachment is small and 
compact. 

The “45° record is made of non-breakable viny] 
plastic. wafer-thin and only 6% inches in diameter. 
And they are all the same size, making for ease 
and convenience in storage. Each record has a 
longer playing life up to ten times as long. 

The smallness and lightness of the new “45's” 
enable a new de gree of speed and economs in 
their distribution. This means a better record at 
less cost to vou! 

See the RCA Victor “45°. Hear it! And von, too, 
will enjoys mrusic at its recorded best! 


Ad 


“et waster! vorce* 


er" ictrola” 7 M. 


DIVISION OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA Keg. U.S. Pat. Off 
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Eames Bishop And 
Lyle Thayer Join 
In New Band Agency 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Eames Bishop and Lyle Thayer, 
former Music Corp. of America 
executives, have formed a partner- 
ship in a new personal-manage- 
ment office here. Bands definitely 
going into the setup include those 
of Jan Garber, Leighton Noble and 


Paul Neighbors, which Thayer has 
been handling solo for some time 

Bishop, it is understood, will 
bring into the grganization some 
bands and talent now being booked 
by MCA. He quit the agency dur- 
ing the past year, drawing salary 
until Jan. 1 past, with the under- 


standing that he would not go into 
competition during 1949 with MCA 
in any way 

Thayer will handle New York 
end, selling his home here. Bishop 
will remain on Coast. Sunday (8) 
the pair left for the east to contact 
talent 


DECCA EXTENDING 
JOCKEY PROMOTION 


Decca Records is gradually 


widening its attention to disk 
jockeys, a field of promotion that 
it once brushed off. Orders have 
gone out to branch managers that 
they and their employees are to 
keep in constant touch with all 


disk-spinners in their areas to es- 
tablish the best possible relations 
Mike Conners, head of Decca’s 
trade and disk jockey relations in 
the east, is now in Hollywood set- 
ting up a similar method of cement- 
ing spinner relations and may, be- 
fore returning east, go into the 
northwest for the same purpose. 


Borne Sues Crystal 
Los Angeles, Jan. 10. 

Hal Borne, songwriter and pian- 
ist for Tony Martin, filed suit here 
against Crystai Music for injunc- 
tive relief and return of five songs 
he wrote. 

Borne’s suit claims songs were 
to have been returned to him if 
Crystal failed to publish and ex- 
ploit them.. Songs are “For The 
Right Guy,” “When You’re Near,” 
“When Does the Love Begin,” 
*“l'm So Lonely,” and “Bop, Bop, 
That Did It.” 


Band Review 


ROY STEVENS ORCH (14) 
With Patti Malloy 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Roy Stevens’ orchestra is a com- 
pletely new band formed with an 
eye toward contributing to and 
taking part in the growing inter- 
est among record companies and 
band agencies of reviving the name 
band business. A trumpeter-sing- 
er, Stevens has a good chance in 
both his aims for he’s leading a 
band that (1) works with enthus- 
iasm and spirit and (2) 
rangements that are neither 
style nor overly modern. They’re 
comparatively simple and in good 
taste Coupie that to the real 
dancing beat the band lays down 
and the possibilities are prominent 
Dailey has gotten good reaction to 
the outfit 

Stevens 

t bones 
to 
not always 
like 


so tar 
three 
five sax 


uses trumpets, 
and three 
achieve the tasteful, if 
a clean and _ precision- 
band is new), performance. 


two tron 
rhvthm 


He’s a personable leader, paying 
full attention to the youngsters 
that Meadowbrook caters to (a 


practice that’s surprising to them, 
accustomed they are to the 
backs-only approach of many so- 
called “established” leaders). Stev- 
ens plays trumpet fairly well and 
sings in a “style’’ manner. 

3and uses Patti Malloy, a young 


as 


lady who looks like she might be 
a college senior and who handles 
pops and standards of all types 
exceptionally well. Her range is 


wide, taking in even such items as 
‘Because 

All in all, the new Roy Stevens 
band is a good future possibility 


once the edges are polished off 
Wood. 


[lIness Forces Jordan 


Into 3 Months’ Layoff 


Louis Jordan will go into forced 


retirement for three months or so 


when he completes his current 
week at the Apollo theatre, New 
York. Singer-maestro came _ up 
with a bad throat due to the six 


shows a day he has been doing at 
the Apollo, and the five and six he 
was called upon for at the Howard, 
Washington, D.C., and Hipp, Balti- 


more, in previous weeks. As a re- 
sult, doctors have advised him to 
take a rest. 


Jordan’s manager, Berle Adams, 
and General Artists cancelled Bop 
City, where Jordan was due Feb. 2, 
a run of one-nighters into Miami, 


-and a scheduled series of dates in 


Jamaica, British West Indies. Book- 
ing at the Paramount, N.Y., for 
April also has been dropped out. 





Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“I Can Dream, Can’t I’ 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“A Dreamer’s Holiday” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“I Can Dream, Can't I” 
Seller on Coin Machines 





Retail Disk Best-Sellers of 1949 


Listed below in alphabetical order are the top 35 best-sellers in the 
pop recording field during 1949. Compilations ts based on the informa- 
tion contained in Variety’s weekly retail record sales chart, 











plays ar-!| 
old- | 











“I Can Dream. Can't I” Artist, Label, Title Publisher 
Best British Seller Andrews Sis.-G. Jenkins (Decca) 
“Harry Lime Theme” fp Gee ST ee a ee ae ee C happell cre ee ASCAP 
Gene Autry (Columbia) ‘ 
. | ‘Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer”’....... St. Nicholas. Bey be ASCAP 
Sarah Vaughan Disks | Blue Barron (M-G-M) ; 
° . '“Cruising Down the River” ; Spitzer .......... ASCAP 
For M-G-M In Final Perry Como (Victor) 
; ° “Forever and Ever” eas Robbins ....... _.. ASCAP 
Payoff on Musicraft Perry Como (Victor) , 
-. | ‘A’—You’re / able” Laure SCAP 
Sarah Vaughan, now a Columbia A mon ae aoe ible : : saczall 
Recording artist. cut four sides Perry Como (Victor) ¥ reyes aes 
last week with Billy Eckstine, on “Some Enchanted Evening Williamson .. ASCAP 
M-G-M Records, as a final payoff Perry Como (Victor) 
on her old Musicraft label con-|“Dreamer’s Holiday” Shapiro-B ASCAP 
tract, and Columbia paid part of Bing Crosby (Decca) 
the cost of the date. That's a gen- «far Away Places” Laurel ASCAP 
ral “ fuse Sl atl he ~ ; 
era ly oooy d ogg ee bad _ Bing Crosby (Decca) 
current disk market, bu 1 OX wGalway Bay” . ods ASCAP 
planation is simple. 2 : “i : = eae 
Miss Vaughan was under con- | Vic Vamone (Mercury as 
tract to Musicraft and, dissatisfied “Again” weer Robbins -.- ASCAP 
with the indie label, instituted a Vie Damone (Mercury) ; 
legal fight to get free of the agree- “You're Breaking My Heart” ' vree Algonquin seseee, BMI . 
ment Just before the action went Dick Haymes (Decca) 
into court, a_ settlement was mace «Room Full of Roses” Hill-Range ......BMI 
a =. orang a “ge go D. Haymes-Tattlers (Decca) 
ee rt of tie “Maybe It’s Because” BVC ASCAP 
terms called for her to do four new , —— = = 
sides for Musicraft at a later date. Gordon Jenkins (Vecca) — 
She then signed with Columbia. “Again Robbins ASCAP 
Subsequently, M-G-M bought all G. Jenkins-Stardusters (Decca) 


of the Musicraft masters and in so 
doing it aiso acquired Miss 
Vaughan’s obligation for the four 
sides 

M-G-M exercised its 
Miss Vaughan agreed to do the 
four in tandem with  Eckstine. 
However, the Musicraft terms 
called for her to pay basic costs of 
the disks. This was accomplished 
when the singer, now tied to Co- 
lumbia, induced the latter to pay 
her share of the costs. It will be 
charged against her Columbia 
royalties. She'll also get royalties 
from M-G-M on the duets, too. 


M-G-M Up to 79c 
M-G-M Records will 
retail price on its pop series of 
disks from 60c to 79c Jan. 15. It’s 
the fourth price switch the com- 
paratively new Loew-owned com- 
pany has made since its inception, 
starting out at 60c, jumping to 79c 
when it found dealers didn’t dif- 
ferentiate in sales between various 
labels, then back to 60c when Co- 
lumbia dropped prices last year. 
M-G-M platters have been sold 
at the same price as RCA-Victor, 
Decea, Capitol, ete., but Columbia 
resumed the 79c level last fall. 
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DANA RECORDS 


115 W. 45th St., New York, N. 


UNBREAKABLE 
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‘lL Don’t See Me in Your Eyes” 
Gordon Jenkins (Decca) 





Laurel ASCAP 











Don't Cry, Joe” Harms, Inc ASCAP 
Sammy Kaye (Victor) 
“Careless Hands” Melrose ASCAP 
Sammy Kaye (Victor) : ; ‘ 
“Room Full of Roses’ , Hill-Range ......BMI 
Evelyn Knight (Decca) a +i : oe - 
“A Little Bird Told Me” Bourne ASCAP 
Evelyn Knight (Decca) : alas ai 
“Powder Your Face With Sunshine’’. . Lombardo .. .. ASCAP 
Frankie Laine (Mercury) eer oa 
UPS LAID eee THUR soos «6.0. 0,85 0 as Robbins ........ ASCAP 
Frankie Laine (Mercury ioe as oma ia a_,) - 
“Mule Train” Disney ASCAP 
Vaughn Monroe (Victor) "Cll ee, Lee 
“Red Roses for a Blue Lady” Qe ee ree ASCAP 
Vaughn Monroe (Victor) 5 2 wa a ; 
“Riders in the Sky” Morris .. ASCAP 
Vaughn Monroe (Victor) -~_ oS apes, = 
MEI 2 mo Net x 5). 5.04, 5. Sra Sew ewe RaeS ee OSES Duchess BMI 
Al Morgan (London) 2 + eee 
“Jealous Heart” ... Acuff-Rose ... BMI 
Russ Morgan (Decca) ———™ > as wi: ~ 
“So Tired” Glenmore .......ASCAP 
Russ Morgan (Decca) : . eS ee > ‘ 
“Cruising Down the River” ; Spitzer .. ...ASCAP 
Russ Morgan (Decca) - ae aie 
“Forever and Ever” ; MOUODOIOS xx43.05%5 ASCAP 
Frank Sinatra (Columbia) an eg 
|The Hucklebuck” - st veees eerererrer ys nited PR ere or! .. ASCAP 
| J. Stafford-G. MacRae (Capitol) 
|“*‘A’—You’re Adorable”. eS a ASCAP 
| “Whispering Hope”............... Serr. ie 
UV AAR E TIDE WROIIE v5. a sss a vie bbe ee eee Hanover ........ ASCAP 
' Kenney Roberts (Coral) ; ‘“ — 
|“I Never See Maggie Alone”.............. oy ASC AP 
'Margaret Whiting (Capitol) | 
Pee ee MPU i oe ees hin caw ase disease eee ASCAP 
M. Whiting-J. Wakely (Capitol) _ ry. 
“Slippin” Around”..... ucbs Waves eae ant Peer-Inter ...... BMI 








| Pubs See 


to Continued from page 41 








tunes submitted by amateur song- 
writers for the show, and the in- 
terest for music publishers will lie 
in the tunes used. Pubs will be 
free to bid on the market for the 
winning numbers, but also will be 
interested in the songs that do not 
achieve the blue ribbon since it 
wouldn't follow that the winning 
tunes will always be the best. No 
one knows for sure what's a hit 
and what isn’t until it’s proven one 
way or the other by the public. 

A major recording and publica- 
tion is the top prize, that to be 
gained every eight weeks. For ex- 
ample, the winning song of the first 
week of the show (if it gets on the 
air), will be put back into competi- 
tion on succeeding weeks with new 
tunes. If one manages to outlast 
all competition for eight weeks 
that one will get the professional 
, attention. Three songs a week will 
| be used, plus the previous week’s 
, winner. In short, pubs will be able 
to look over 24 new tunes. or more, 
each eight weeks, in a setting that 
will give each a chance to be 
judged properly. 


MONROE’S TIME 


Tn the Jan. 4 issue of VARIETY, a 
Vaughn Monroe ad mistakenly re- 
ferred to the maestro’s radio show 
for Camel, on CBS, as taking place 
7-7:30 p.m. Saturdays. The time 





| actually is 7:30-8. 





Williams Ends Long Run 


Hollywood, Jan. 10 

Tex Williams’ crew has just 
closed a 21-month run at Riverside 
Rancho, perhaps the longest for 
any band in a single location here- 
abouts 

Williams has been getting the 
entire gate lately at the Rancho, 
after the spot took the first $365, 
with operator Marty Landau mak- 
ing his profits off the bar. 











FRANKIE LAINE 
“MULE TRAIN” 


ON MERCURY RECORDS 


Currently 


BOP CITY 
NEW YORK 
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Music by JULE STYNE ; Lyrics by LEO ROBIN 


BYE BYE BABY 
JUST A KISS APART 
Diamonds are a Girls Best Friend 
A Little Girl From Little Rock | 


YOU SAY YOU CARE 


It’s Delightful Down in Chile 
"0 2 vther Galil ong fiom the die / 


1 LOVE WHAT I'M DOING e IT’S HIGH TIME © MAMIE IS MIMI 





‘3 J. J. ROBBINS & SONS, INC. 
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‘RH’ Logging System sis 'Ve Cottect Coin Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 








Covers Tot 
Songwriters Alice D. Simms and Weeks Past Pm 
Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform-| J, Fred Coots came a step closer | | Band | n Hotel Played aa On Date 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. jast week toward collecting a Emil Coleman*..... Valdorf (400; $2)......... eee A ine imo 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, bundle of royalty coin due them ap Lombardo. ", Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)..... = . 1580 opt 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for from Record Music Corp. when rankie Carle Ne (450; $1.50-$2) a “<* ona Ryo. 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New N, Y. Supreme Court Justice Don McGrane*.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1 ). 9,325 


York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three Thomas Aurelio signed an order |——— : * an 
territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings of directing the American Society of * New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter’ show. Waldorf, Margaret 


































































































































































































commerciai shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. Composers, Authors and Publish- Phelan, Liberace. 
Week of Dec. 30, 1949, to Jan. 5, 1950 ers, Miller Music and Duchess eel 
First Group Music to pay the duo any monies Chicago 
Songs Publishers which they may tote Record. Bill Bennett (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 250; $2 min.-$1 cover). Weak 
A Dreamer’s Holiday tee Shapiro { nder -— arbitration award 1,400 covers for Lenni Lynn show. sd 
A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes——**Cinderella” .....Disney Miss Simms and Coots had previ- Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50.min.-$1 cover). 
All the Bees Are Buzzin’ Around My Honey Santly ously obtained judgments against Beatrice Kay opened Friday (6) following Ethel Smith; up to 2,000 
A Thousand Violins—*"“The Great Lover’ sins is Famous Record for sums of $1,314 and oovers 
Bali-Ha’i—*“South Pacific” _.......Williamson $1,213, respectively. In an effort Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
tong Bobbidi-Boo “Cinderella” oe Disney to satisfy the judgments, the Neat 3.400 tabs for ice show. 
Bve Bye Baby—*“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”..... J. J. Robbins songsmiths moved to attach funds George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20). Off a bit, but 
Crocodile Tears Johnstone-Montei which Record reportedly has com- still bright with 2,000. 
Daddv’s Little Girl he Ae Beacon ‘ing to it from ASCAP, Miller and ectbiedaian 
Dear Hearts and Gentle People ... + st eeebe Morris Duchess Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Don't Cry Joe css Peete ees Harms : silly DeWolfe opened Thursday (5) vice Hildegarde, week totaling 
Enjoy Yourselt ; . een eae eee OE aN Morris crisp 3,100 checks. . 
pita be haus see 5s Bill Snyder (College Inn. Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). Not too good 
Envy erman-Delger Set , 8 
Happy Times—‘*“Inspector General” ..........00eeeeeeees Harms ; 2.200 tickets. 
Hop Scotch Polka Pe ee eee A L B -(i | mane | 
] Can Dream ai aye Vigelghtst <class teach > ar te 5 atest oy ir Los Angeles | 
e Got a Love sunc oc | ae Ck eee ees orne i Bs ae : 
oe ne pais ier Combo for Diskin Skitch Henderson (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With the Sportsmen, 
Johnson Rag ‘ = pire OSE Ce a ik a Me Millet ; pongye ‘ b pote. 
atc : fe Paramount 7 : Kings and Their Ladies. Fourth week, 2,375 covers. 
va a . — “ me sh he Se al ee gs his Rakhinn Various recording companies are Chick Floyd (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Fourth week, 1,925 covers ‘ 
— EEE Saree LaPENNES 2 ORE RNAS Rees ae bay 2 “if inks making up new girl-boy combina- Phil Ohman (Beverly Hills, 300: $4 min.). Some 600 covers. 1 
River Seine “ es Re eee ee ree ITC tions in much greater numbers : 
Sitting ee I WV IIIOW i RE ES RV Kee reine ae cedge es Shapiro than heretofore. Newest is the ' 
Slippin’ Around tt) SA Gao OO Re nee Peer combination by Decca of Ethel Location Jobs, Not j in Hotels ] 
Some Enchanted Evening—*"South Pacific” ........ a bingy oo Merman and Ray Bolger, who did no 
es EEG ea Re gS Maeda thelist i Sat li Tk diate eens opilzer’ four sides not yet released : : a apt , 
Stay Well—*“Lost In the Stars” seeesvecvecscses, Chappell Columbia Records has dropped Tommy Carlyn (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Holiday letdown affected 
That Lucky Old Sun beeen eens oi Robbins Pearl Bailey and Tony Pastor into southside spot; mild 5,000 dancers - _ j 
Toot Toot Tootsie—‘‘“Jolson Sings Again”..........seeeeee ' Feist a new coupling in an endeavor to Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Ted Lewis 
Way Back Home STREET eT CUT eR eee BVC strengthen both on disks, and caught some convention trade; hefty 4,500 napkins. vo 
You're Always There ......-. 5.0.60 5 sree ewe e eee eerneeess -. BVC Capitol has paired off Nellie. Eddy Howard (Blackhaw k, 500; $2.50 min.-80¢ cover). New book show : 
ares Lutcher and King Cole. These are !5 doing fine with 2,400 customers. — ; : 
Second Group in addition to Cap’s_ recently Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.), Just moderate with 6,000 
Ain't She Sweet......... i Liven si peer ees Advanced formed duo of Margaret Whiting- @4missions. 
SnarTiey MY BOY «6 <i vceae eee eTe ee Cty rere Bourne Bob Hope, whose second coupling vee rt 
Echoes ‘ Try ere Cee ee av Valando is due out soon, using “I Said My , (Los Angeles) ; > iT 
Pare Avaenga-~t AGH S BID” oc jadcs ot ees eeweeoeeens Chappell | Pajamas.” Harry Owens-Leighton Noble (Aragon, Santa Monica). Eighteenth » 
Festival of Roses hie Se RCE Es OES T Rn RT aOR Te Witmark Victor previously had coupled Wee kend for Owens; seventh week for Noble. Poor 4,000 admissions. Pp 
Hush Little Darlin’ oe ok Oa ta ee a Err are ee Michael Tony Martin and Fran Warren Freddy Martin (Palladium B., Hollywood). Second week; still big, h 
Titeabee OCS Wet AUN BGC nile bacco eae na vae bene ee ee Peer on Irving Berlin’s “Remember”- | 12,850 admissions. n 
D TUCCCT OO PATS FONG oni 66k sce b cess eee eeDeewonen Bourne “Speak a Word of Love” and the * 
E Wand Gee THOMG WEE BOW oaks secs vee ce ees ce aces Paxton |recent, “I Said My Pajamas”- M ) d M-G-M by f 1 N 
OER a ae Se ae ae eRe Oxford | “Have I Told You Lately That I ‘Thi d id 1 oa an y-N DY oe oo oO 
Mule Train—t“Singing Guns” .....cccccccccccccccecccess Disney Love You,” which seems headed if an an ee to wit rholc the 
My Street . EES oe die SEAS ETE ER pe RG Sib e888 Campbell for hit rating, so much so that Continecd from page 41 be erenade platter, too. Nobody | 
Room Full of Roses 8 a ene ae Ne ee Hill & Range other companies are rushing i bi seems to know how this ee OE 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reinde er St. Nicholas Ss to hold back the U. S. recordings complished, but, at - reported, 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon—7*"She Wore a Yellow Ribbon” Regent of it until Feb. 1. when the film Selznick achieved that aim by ap- 
Someday You'll Want Me .......... slaty Maine RS ... Duchess MULL PRICE TAG FOR “ ei _ pealing to Loew’s, Inc., execs, pa- 
There’s No Tomorrow ........ EL Ieee Cee ee ee Paxton ney at the Victoria theatre, rent company of M-G-M, on a pro- 
V ater Wonderland ye ees BVC RCA’S LP RED SEALS * (See story in film section.) fessional courtesy basis. It’s flat- cr 
Younger Than Springtime—**South Pacific” ............ Williamson pit last week Selznick went to ; peg rel oe yy forced the P 
Told a Lie Vibe ee Ra aie ew ee awe auld Bourne > Winter tian mie oes itis ' lie Sa, me disk to be withheld by serving no- vi 
You 7 an a boven cb one A ta thd nt M-( v7 tice on BE4EEE that tt would ia Ss 
+P ahve : at Te a : Ae: , ; ecoras rom placing an Art the future get no special royalty al 
1 Filmusical. Legit Musical. nae ___ | ask _ for the Long-Playing 2 ae aeons Mooney recording of an original deals in the event M-G-M wanted T 
Wittst N H y Ragclig ad pcr carger ily ctomiegy scope ee “hae mayen to record any of the songs in the R 
sant 9g dghlte “Ce. Fr: W Set T rape : os wee ee oe 1 OR Lae Mer Net. ulck to take ad- huge catalogs gathered under the g! 
orchestra plays the annual St. Ce- ranz axman et 0 1 here's considerable interest: in vantage of the situation, Mooney Chappell banner. a 
cilia Ball, Charleston, S. C., Jan. in RCA’s LP price level since’ or M-G-M execs, had set about n: 
26, tor the 12th consecutive year. Baton Israel Symph there have been numerous rumors fashioning the original because 06 ——_—_——_—_—_—_—_— . h. 
Holl i 2 10 — the company’s product would the continued ban on the “Third 
kk Ollywooad, Jan. LU. undersell that of Columbia and Man” disk. They figured they’d 
Great Songs! - s é Man” disk. y figured they’c . z ti 
— TB FHOHHP HOT HOOHe  — eranz Waxman will conduct the | that the latter would subsequently | cash in on the publicity given the It's Music By O 
CARLET ‘Israel Philharmonic Orchestra in CUt Price to undersell Victor. score and its recordings. They in 
aby “Victor execs know approximate- also figured Selznick couldn't JESSE GREER m 
Ware — ly the price they intend to place touch them because the “Serenade” be 
RIBBONS _ Film composer has just closed a on the LP disks to be put out, but music was an original and had Program Today Yesterday's at 
z | deal for a European tour this sum- it’s not definite and do not intend nothing to do with the film, ex- ot 
| mer which will take him to a num- making any statements along that cept that it was also performed somes ey 
(FOR HER HAIR) _ber of Continental capitals as a line until price thoughts are con- on a zither. Climbing Up the c] 
— Fo guest conductor. crete. Selznick, however, fooled both ne 
THERE’S A LOVELY : Ladder of Love” . 
‘ st 
~nonananale (Robbins Music) ” 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway. New York 19 : = 
} | | 0 
=== | | | | H | | as 
| - t+ to) fel el 4 | 
ia|2 OLD Survey of retail sheet music 3 | Oj. : l¢ ; 
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leadina me 3 } cities : a | | & lea | 2 | = 
MASTER PAINTER from eading stores in q cifles | a | & s > » z 
and showing comparative sales oe ©) e\is!|e« Ss | T 
recorded by rating for this and last week. iS iS liZif£ig« 6 Cio | & he 
; eg” @ > n = 5 2 x aa 7 ty 
PHIL HARRIS RCA Victor SIP ZlSlSlRiSl a /F@leiait & 
RICHARD HAYES Mercury eiftisiaitl|aig a\™" 2 ZS ieia = 
DICK HAYMES Decca ‘ QO *l& a 5 | o Cin) & SiS \L N 
SNOOKY LANSON London ; W k E d Bietele | 41% Sietieat a5 N, 
PEGGY LEE-MEL TORME, Copito! National ee n ing -16} t on s = 2 = oat Bene. m 
JACKIE PARIS Nationa! Rating I -| ein] a E 21'O\a'/§ 3 01 Oo . 
FRANK SINATRA — Columbio J an. 7 = |. el eliZ EF = «a Biz aren ‘ 
| | ‘ 7 - > —_ y é 
with others to follow This Last BS 3 - = — os = . & = = + ~ th 
J oo = ro) So | ; = rj = ~ om s - 
wk. wk. _ Title and Publisher Dn = Sc =i : be 
ROBBINS. MUSIC CORPORATION —_ .- ee eh wl 1s 10.01 : Mm | me =D S ‘a 
1 1 “Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro- B) 3 2 3 1 1 x os 2 2 € 1 2 106 — — 
— 2 2 “Dear Hearts, People” (Morris) ; es £ ia 8 fF eS ££ tt 2 tic 
THE EVER POPULAR 3 11 “Old Master Painter” (Robbins) . © 8 2 8 £4 TS £ tts TS ALL-TIMELY rs 
a ia | oon ’ ” ~ . in ~ ie ey wee, eee — -_ n 
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5 9 “Slippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter) 9 .: = 8& & § F 5 38 Ce 
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AGVA Sees Equity 


Hold on ‘Prosty’ 


As Entry Into Cafes on Tab Policy 





The American Guild of Variety+ 


Artists is seeking to have the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America reconsider 


titute,” current at the Selwyn the- 
atre, N. Y., to Actors Equity. Va- 
riety union is to plead its case be- 
fore the American Federation of 
Radio Artists council meeting to- 


\ 


morrow (Thurs.). 
AGVA’s feeling in the matter is 
that this decision opens the way for 
Equity’s jurisdiction in cafes as 
well as theatres where abbreviated 
legit shows are shown 
Impetus to this belief was ob- 
tained last week when it was re- 
vealed that Herbert Nelsen, un- 
identified by AGVA, has made ap- 
plication to Equity for permission 
to stage legit shows in a cafe he 
has taken over in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y. Nelson, it’s claimed, 
plans to build a stage and use both 
dramatic and musical legiters in 
that spot. He plans to charge an 
admission fee to tables on a re- 
served seat basis, with food” and 
liquor buying optional. 
It's a parallel case to 
Knick Music Hall, 
opened some years 
Equity cast on the same _ policy 
planned by Nelson. AGVA even- 
tually got jurisdiction over that 
spot when it went off the legit 
standard and put in variety acts. 
AGVA fears that if Equity 
claims jurisdiction over condensed 
legit shows, no matter where 
shown, it will lose a considerable 
part of its jurisdiction. Tab-legits 
have made a comeback in recent 
months with vaude exhibits of 
“High Button Shoes,” “Make Mine 
Manhattan” and “Prostitute,” with 
others likely to follow. 


Award Kutcher $1,500 In 


Hazel Scott Cancellation 


New York Federal 


the Old 
N. Y., which 
ago with an 





A jury in 


court this week awarded concert 
promoter Benjamin F. Kutcher a 
verdict of $1,500 against Hazel 


Scott for cancellation of a perform- 


ance at the Memorial Auditorium, 
Trenton. Miss Scott, wife of the 
Rev. Adam Clayton Powell, Con- 


gressman from Harlem, cancelled 
a complete tour because of preg- 
nancy. Trenton concert was to 
have beer held Dec. 3, 1945. 


Kutcher claimed that cancella- 
tion caused him financia! loss. 
Original contract stipulated that 


in the event of illness, another date 
mutually satisfactory to both would 
be made. Kutcher claimed that no 
attempts were made to play an- 
other performance for him. 

On the other hand, Miss Scott 
claimed that original contract was 
never binding inasmuch as Kutcher 
failed to post $625 deposit, but in- 
stead posted only $200. 

Kutcher was the only concert 
promoter to sue as a result of can- 
cellation of that tour. 

Justice Gregory F. 
nied motions by 
tornevs to have 
aside. 


Noonan de- 
Miss Scott's at- 
the award set 





2 U.S. Variety Troupes In 


Japan for Far East Stint 
Tokyo, Jan. 3. 

Two troupes of American varie- 
ty artists arrived in Japan last 
week to start a two-year entertain- 
ment tour of Army, Air Force and 
Navy bases in the Far East Com- 
mand, which includes Japan, Oki- 
nawa, Guam and the Philippines. 
Group is under contract to the 
Army department, and appearances 
throughout the Pacific will be 
booked by Army’s Special Services 
Section in Tokyo. 

_ First unit is a western aggrega- 
tion, the “Melody Mountaineers.” 
headed by Larry Cassidy, the “Sing- 


Ing Sheriff.” It includes Annie 
Kellogg, Doe Holliday, Penny 
Compton, Billy Brower, Woody 
Bailey, Art Yows. Dusty Randall 


and Gus Watt. Second unit is a 
variety troupe topped by Ereddie 
David, harmonicist, and includes 
banjoist Jad Paul, singer Jessica 
Hopewell and the rhythm trio of 
Bob Haywood. piano; Billy Schultz, 
drums, and Tommy Palmer, sax. 
Three other artists are slated to 
arrive in Nippon soon to round out 
the revue. They are comic Robert 


Henry and hoofers Elena Gregory 
and William Sully. 


its decision | 
awarding jurisdiction of the tab | 
version of “The Respectful Pros- | 


| St Loo Nitery to Let 
Cops Handle Stickup 


St. Louis, Jan. 10. 

Following an official warning 
that no hoodlum activities would 
be tolerated in connection with the 
recent stickup of the Victorian 
Club, a midtown nitery, Salvatore 
LoPiccolo, owner, changed his 
mind and announced he would 
prosecute Whitt T. Sanders, who 
admiited obtaining $328 in the 
davlight job. 

Before the prosecuting authori- 
ties issued their statements, Lo- 
Piccolo said he did not wish to 
prosecute Sanders. Sanders, an 
unemployed elevator construction 
worker, told cops that he pulled 
the job to obtain funds with which 
to purchase Xmas presents for his 
three children. 





Levenson Click In 


N.Y. Dates May 
Hike Fee to 5G 


Whether Sam Levenson’s price is 
hiked to $5,000 in the near future 
wili depend on his draw at the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y., starting this 
week, and the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
Feb. 26. Comic is booked into 
these spots at $2,000 weekly, and 
has a commitment for the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., for its preem show 
at the end of April for $3,500. 
Negotiations for future dates have 
been halted by agent Sol Tepper 
pending results at these engdge- 
ments. If heavy draw is indicated 
Levenson’s price tag will be $5,000 
or more. 

Levenson had been negotiating 
for the Chez Paree, Chicago, as well 
as a date next vear for the Beach- 
comber, Miami Beach, but all deals 
are being held up. 

Former pedagog. who's first im- 
portant showing was on the TV 
show “This is Show’ Business,” 
played that date at $100. He’s 
since been offered $1,000 for the 
same display, but prefers to play 
that program cuffo because of the 
impetus it gave him. All video 
deals are now being negotiated at 
$1,000 per guester. 

Should Levenson’s draw be es- 
tablished with his New York dates, 
he'll be the first major vaude and 
cafe name developed via video. 


COPACABANA REVUE 
SET FOR NY. ROXY 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., has set the 
Copacabana nitery show to play 
that house starting Friday (13). 
Layout will include the line and 
production singers. It's the third 
time the Roxy has set the Copa 
production numbers, but it will be 
the first time in which the Copa 
show won't be doubling between 
both spots inasmuch as the _ per- 
formers set for the theatre date 
closed at the cafe last Wednesday 
(4). 

Others on the bil! will include 
Andy and Della Russell, Jay Mar- 
shall, Fred and Susan Barry. 

Following stagebill will have 
Dean Murphy, Rolly Rolls and 
Betty Bruce and will run a half- 
hour because of length of film “12 
O'Clock High.” 


Chardon, 0., Spot Takes 
Shutter Order to Court 


Chardon, O., Jan. 10. 


Pettibone club and two of 
its operators, Jack Lewis and Abe 
Goldberg, have asksd the Geauga 
county common pleas court to set 
aside a closing order from the 
Ohio Department of Industrial Re- 
lations. Petition said the order de- 
manding immediate shutdown of 
the club was arbitrary and with- 
out due notice. Alleged building 
code violations cited by the depart- 
ment. according to the petition, 
were “minor, trivial, and inconse- 
guential.” 

Pettibone is among the half 
dozen swank gambling spots sin- 
gied out by Gov Frank J. Lausche 
,for a cleanup crusade, 


The 


_ 


Roberta Quinlan, Foster 
Sign Wm. Morris Pacts 


Roberta Quinlan, of the Mohawk 
Carpet video show, has signed with 
the William Morris office, to rep- | 
resent her for personal appear- 
ances and recording dates. Music 
Corp. of America will continue to 
handle Miss Quinlan on:television. 

William Morris Agency also 
signed Phil Foster to a manage- 
ment pact. 


Wm. Morris Nips 
MCA Exclusive 
On Waldorf, N.Y. 


Musie 





The Corp. of America’s 


exclusive on the Wedgwood Room 
of the Hotel Waldorf - Astoria, 
N. Y., has been upset with the 


William Morris Agency booking of 
Sid Caesar and Georgia Gibbs into 
that spot starting Feb. 9. It’s the 
first placement by the Morris 
agency for that spot 

Room is now serviced by Mer- 
riel Abbott, talent buyer for the 
Hilton chain, which recently ac- | 
quired the hostel. 

The Morris bookings complete 
the Wedgwood Room’s taient roster 
for the season. Dorothy Shay fis 
set to follow starting March 9, and 
Morton Downey goes in April 13. 
After Downey’s engagement, en- 
tertainment shifts to the Starlight 
Roof of the hotel. Ali but Caesar 
and Miss Gibbs are MCA acts. 


| 


Slapsie Maxie Up In 
The Air on Nitery Date 
After Being Grounded 


Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom after 
being grounded in Newfoundland 
after a flying trip to entertain 
troops in Germany and Austria, 
also found himself grounded when 
he reported four days late for his 
opening at the Faust club, Peoria. 
According to Rosenbloom’s agent, 
Jerry Rosen, the Faust’s operator, 
Pat Chapman, refused to let 
Rosenbloom appear and is continu- 
ing the show with Rosenbloom’s 
partner, former’ heavyweight 
champ Max Baer 

Rosen has advised Rosenbloom 
to report for work nightly, and 
will press his claim for salary with 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

Rosenbloom 
with Jeanette 
Raymond and 


was on the 
McDonald, Gene 
others when they 
were held up in Newfoundland. 
Arrangements were made to fly 
Rosenbloom in an Army plane to 
Champaign, IIl., but flying condi- 
tions forced a landing at St. Louis. 
Rosen claims that if Chapman 
found he could get along with Baer 
only, he should have been notified 
to that effect, and not have him 
go to Peoria for naught. Chapman 
is paving Baer half the salary he 
would have paid for the full act. 


plane 


Baer and Rosenbloom, who 
worked together for several years 


and then split, were recently re- 
united. 


Albany Law Nips Plan 
To Install Sunday Vaude 





Albany, Jan. 10. 
The Colenial, which revived 
vaudeville in Albany early last 


fall, abandoned a plan to play it 
on Sunday, reportedly because the- 
atre was informed this would be 
illegal. A Sunday schedule was 
set for Jan. 1, the bil! for that date 
and for the following Sunday be- 
ing advertised in house programs. 

Management explained in news- 
paper advertiseinents that 
lation was “due to circumstances 
beyond our control.” An_ ordi- 
nance enacted here in the 1920's 
permitted Sunday films, but the 
ban on stage shows was continued. 
It is believed the Colonial thought 
Sunday vaude would be green- 
lighted since several name bands 
have given Sunday performances, 
with acts, at Fabian’s Palace. 

Malcoim Atterbury planned to 
apply for a Sunday permit for the 
Playhouse, a legit stock theatre, if 
the Colonial presented Sabbaih 
vaudeville. Atterbury tried to ob- 
tain an okay for Sunday perform- 
ances last year. but his attorney 
was informed city law prohibited 
them, 


cancel- * 


Miami Beach Reprises Last Year's B0. 


Theme: There's No Biz Like Name Biz 





a i 


‘Vanities’ 37G in Denver; 
Autry Coins 8G in 2 Days 


Denver, Jan. 10. 


Opening the day after Christmas, 
and boosted by a strong campaign 
by A. M. Oberfelder, who brought 
‘in the show. “Skating Vanities’”’ 
did a big $37,000 in ten nights and 


two matinees at the city audito- 
rium. Top was $2.75. 

Gene Autry’s variety show 
packed them in for two shows 


Sunday (8), doing better than $8.- 
000 even with children under 12 at 
half price. Sunday matinee was 
sold out early Saturday. Top was 
$2.40. 


Cole Bros. Circus 


Sold Again To 
New Otis Corp. 


Chicago, Jan. 10 

A syndicate represented by at- 
torney Charles H. Watson has 
acquired control of the Cole Bros 
Circus, currently the second largest 
show of its kind in the U. S. New 
owners, operating under the name, 
Otis Circus Corp., is the second 
buyer of this outfit in as many 
years. In 1948, show was taken 
over by the Hoosier Circus Corp. 
headed by Zack Terrell, plus a 
group of investors which included 
cafe owner Eddie McCune, who 
operated the Brook Club, Miami 
Beach, and has an interest in the 
Piping Rock, Saratoga. 





During the Hoosier regime, an. 


attempt was made to convert this 


show into one of the largest in the 
country. It’s now rated in the 
number two position. Burt Lan- 


caster toured with the show for 
three weeks at $11,000 weekly, but 


bad weather breaks resulted in a 
heavy loss. Outfit also offered Al 
Jolson $35,000 weekly for two 
weeks, but was turned down. Late 


last vear, Cole Bros. attempted to 
get the lucrative Madison Square 
Garden stand in New York, a spot 
traditionally occupied by the Bar- 
num & Bailey and Ringling Bros. 
Circus. Ringlings are booked into 
the Garden again this season. 

During the past vear, Cole Bros. 
engaged in a sharp rivalry with 
Ringlings, devising a_ parallel 
schedule so that it would appear 
in many areas just ahead of the 
larger show. It didn’t work out 
b.o.-wise. = 


SEE EARLY PEACE AS 
AFM-AGVA START TALKS 


First meeting between the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists and 
American Federation of Musicians. 
held vesterday ‘(Tues.) at AFM na- 
tionai offices in New York, indi- 
cates a possible settlement of the 
jurisdictional squabble which near- 
Ivy caused a nationwide impasse in 
the nitery industry a few months 
back. 

Talks were exploratory, and no 
definite decisions were reached. 
However, amicable atmosphere of 
the palavers indicates that a for- 





mal agreement will be drawn up 
shortly. 

Tiff concerns the jurisdiction of 
vaude acts which play an instru- 


ment as part of their routine. Both 
unions claim this category of per- 
formers. AGVA, at one time went 
to court on the issue, but later 
withdrew the case. 

Henry Dunn, Georgie Price and 
Jerry Baker represented AGVA in 
the talks with James C. Petrillo, 
AFM chieftain. 





Leipzig Succeeds Goldstein 

Agent Sid Leipzig will take over 
the presidency of the Associated 
Agents of America, an organization 
of indie percenters, succeeding the 
late Hymie Goldstein, who died 
Saturday (7). Elections will be 
held Monday to elect a new vice 
president. 


Other officers include Jimmy 
Daley, secretary; Harry Stone, 
treasurer, ana Harry Dell, ser- 


geant-at-arms, 


Miami Beach, Jan. 10. 
The pattern noticeable last year 


‘among cafes here of slackening 


_ paid 


patronage when names weren't 
featured is evident even more 
strongly this season. Clubs which 
had attempted installation of mod- 
egtly budgeted shows are unable 
to compete for the payees. 

Thus the theories of some of the 
more astute night club ebservers, 
who predicted that a_ tight-buck 
type of tourist would hit this sun- 
kissed strand due to the stringent 
clampdown on gambling in any 
form, have been refuted. The 
scramble is on again for top draws, 
with three spots in good shape 


The Beachcomber, where Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis are set- 
ting records, again is most solid, 


with grosses running over $60,000 
weekly. Coming up on Jan. 18 is 
the Ritz Brothers, Martha Raye 
and Vic Damone for a two week 
minimum run, to be followed by 
Danny Kaye for two weeks; then 
Tony Martin, Jack Carter and the 
Szonys Sophie Tucker will close 
in late February, with a comic and 
supporting acts still to be pacted. 

Jack Goldman, operator of the 
Clover, after cushioning his first 
months’ difficulties with low budg- 
eted shows, hit the jackpot at 
year’s end with the Vagabonds, 
Jan Murray, Rose Marie and a 
Roche-Carlyle production. He’s 
playing it safe, too, with the show 
set for at least six weeks. 

Kitty Davis’ is adhering to the 
top Yiddish type of entertainer 
again this season, after fair fall 
and early winter returns First 
winner was Sam Levenson Fol- 
lowup, this week Eas, has 
Michel Rosenberg. who has a 

(Continued on page 51) 


Dinning Sister Sues 
Family for Accounting 


Chicago, Jan. 10 

Mrs. Lucille Dinning Robertson, 
eldest of the Dinning Sisters, vocal 
trio, filed suit last week in Circuit 
Court against three of her sisters 
and her brother-in-law, Howard E 
Viack, manager of the trio since 
1945. She requested an injune- 
tion preventing anyone from tak- 
ing her place as one of the “Din- 
ning Sisters’’ and demanded an 


accounting of earnings since 1945, 
when she left trio 

Defendants in the suit are Mrs. 
. Virginia Dinning Lutke, Mrs. Eu- 


genia Dinning Mack, and her hus- 
band. Howard Mack. Also named 
as co-defendants are another sis- 
ter, Dolores Dinning Pinson, and 
Mrs. Jayne MecGahey Bundesen, 
each of whom has appeared in 
Mrs. Robertson's place 

Mrs Robertson charged _ in- 
efficiency by Mack, and claimed he 
personal obligations with 
trio’s money. She charged that 
Mack got job in 1945 because Mrs. 
Mack threatened to quit if he 
didn’t. John N. Campbell. Mrs. 
Robertson's attorney, claimed that 
in 1945, while sisters earned $12.- 
500 apiece, Mack drew salary of 
$25 000 
Winnipeg’s Don Carlos 

Casino Levelled by Fire 

Winnipeg, Jan. 10. 
Don Carlos’ Casino, Winnipeg’s 


most elaborate dine and dance 
spot, buyer of top U. S. name per- 


formers, was gutted by fire Jan. 
2. Fire cancelled a_ scheduled 
date by Mel Torme, due to start 


Friday (6). Heavy advance sale is 
being refunded at a downtown box- 
office specially opened for the pur- 


pose. 
Recent headliners at the Casino 
have included Lena Horne. Frankie 


Laine, Billy Eckstine and the King 
Cole Trio. 

Battling the fierce blaze for 14 
hours in 20 below weather. firemen 
were able to salvage only the walls 
of the building. Damage 
originally estimated at $100.000, 
but later scaled down to $30,000. 
It is not known to what extent the 
structure was covered by _ insur- 
ance. 


Was 


Greystone Nitery Sold 
Mansfield. O., Jan. 10. 
Greystone night club, one of 
this city’s largest, has been sold 
to Farrell Hipp of Mansfield and 
Kenneth Young of Loudonville, O. 
The club formerly was owned 
by the Greystone Night Clubs, Ine., 
of Cleveland. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 

Lena Horne, De Marlos (2), Mi- 
chael Shaughnessy, Notables (4), 
Patricia Adair, Line, Michael Dur- , 
so Orch, Fernando Alveres Orch: 
staging, Doug Coudy; music and 
lyrics, Bob Hilliard and Dave 
Mann; costumes, Billy Livingston; 
minimums, $3, $4.50. 


The well runs low sometimes, 
and even the best of ’em have to 
take the rap. And by the best of 
‘em, of course, is meant the Copa- 
cabana. The current show is not 
one of the more entertaining ones 
to hit the east 60th street spot. 

Lena Horne is the headliner, 
she of the gleaming white teeth, 
the insinuating, gyrative body and 
the overly sensuous __lyricizing. 
When Miss Horne does some of her 
standards, such as “Deed I Do” 
and “Lady Is a Tramp,” she is top- 
drawer, but when deigning some of 
her more recent — and over-ar- 
ranged—numbers, then it can be- 
come a stage wait. Her “Frankie 
and Johnnie,” with a velvety off- 
stage accomp of voices, is a par- 
ticular example of over-arranging, 
and seems an interminably long 
number to listen to. 

Miss Horne wore a _ none-too- 
flattering white gown on opening 
night, with a spiffy hair-do, but 
withal she certainly emphasized 
anew that she is still one of the 
beauts of the cafes. The voice is 
still there, but what Miss Horne 
must become increasingly aware of 
is her tendency to over-dramatize 
under the guise of showmanship 
and personality: This, of course, is 
a repeat engagement for her at the 
Copa? 

Otherwise the show comprises a 
young comic out of ge iar 
Mickey Shaughnessy, In his top 
date so far. Young Mr. Shaughnessy 
borrows a little here, a little there, 
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and that goes not only for material 
but also style. He winds up being 
just another comic. On opening 
night a less-hardy performer would 
have been sensitive to the audi- 


ence’s lack of reaction — but not | 
He doesn’t tighten up at) 


this boy. 
any point—he just keeps walloping, 
which perhaps is a virtue many 
better-known comics could acquire. 

The DeMarlos, ballroom pair, 
are the bill’s saving grace. They 
go through some standard stunts, 
some that seem novel, and the total 
result is a strong audience appre- 
ciation when they prance off. 

The Notables, three boys and a 
girl, are a harmonizing group who 
fail to impress in their brief stints. 
They are especially unflattering to 
a nifty score concocted especially 
for this show by Bob Hilliard and 
Dave Mann Hilliard has worked 
out an odd lyric about a fly that 
loves to ride a slide trombone— 
and it sort of creeps up on you 
—the number that is, not the fly. 
And there’s also another cute 
lvric about ‘“‘a salt water pirate 
from sugar loaf hill, Brazil,” that 
would be more amusing if the 
Notables would allow the audience 
to listen to the lyrics. 

Michael Durso’s band, for the 
show and the patron hoofing, main- 
tains its par for the course—which 
means that it’s stillsocko. Kahn. 


N. YW. 
(7), Eleanor 
minimum. 


Rertolotti's. 
Don Silvio Orch 
Eden: no cover, no 


Bill Bertolotti’s spot, which re- 
cently marked its 14th anni in its 
Greenwich Village location, is by 
now regarded as the Stork Club 
of that part of town. Its enter- 
tainment format is along similar 
lines with a society-gaited dance 
crew by Don Silvio, and an inter- 
mission pianist. 

Apparently this lineup is suf- 
ficient, as the spot siphons off 
enough trade from the Village as 
well as uptown areas to keep the 
waiters hopping. One of the major 
lures here is the menu, which 
measures up to the standards of 
cafes considerably more expensive 
than Bertolotti’s. 

Silvio has been at this spot vir- 
tually since its inception. With 
maestro batoning from the piano, 
crew dispenses a pleasant type of 
dansapation. Combo is’ equally 
adept on Latin tunes for the rhum- 
ba addicts. 

Eleanor Eden delivers a wide 
variety of moods at the piano, rang- 
ing from pops to the classics. 

Jose. 














BILLY BISHOP 


Just Completed — CAFE SOCIETY, N. Y. 





Currently: 


NIXON CAFE 


PITTSBURGH 





‘Billy Bishop, a longtermer in 
the 
show, is 
who 
while doing excellent 
His version of the escape trick 
is once cute and puzzling. Does 
okay here. 


Diamond Horseshoe 
a personable magico 
projects a shy delivery 
bafflers. 


last 








LEON NEWMAN 





Management: 


Variety, Dec. 14 
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/ 
Copa City, Miami Beach rus for this show, 


, Miami Beach, Jan. 8. 

Mindy 
Charlene Russell, Lind Bros. (3), 
Asia Boys (3), Myrna Bell, Dynam- 
ic Duo, Dior Dancers (3), Bill 
Kerrigan, Arden - Fletcher Line 
(18). David Tyler Orch, 
sion $1.50-$2.50-$3.50. 


With the unit idea (Olsen and 
Johnson) found unable to compete 
with the name lineups current 


‘around town, Murray Weinger and 


company have reinstalled the vari- 
etv-revues in the huge plushery, 
with obviously more pleasant re- 
sults at the boxoffice. The admis- 
sion idea has been retained. 

In Mindy Carson, they’ve 
brought in one of the freshest 
singing personalities to play here- 
abouts in a long time. Utilizing a 
simple approach to heighten her 
vouthtul charm, her arrange- 
ments setup in the same basic idea, 


with just enough dressing to add 
color. she quietly wraps up the 
house with a balanced and care- 


fully blended array of current and 
established pops. She’s been build- 
ing a following here, as evidenced 
from the increase in biz, and re- 
turn of cafe regulars not seen dur- 
ing previous show. 

_ She is aided by a solid support- 
ing show. AI Bernie is a person- 
able young comedian who has 
played this room before. He con- 
tributes a well thought out sesh of 
laughmaking. This time out he’s 
aided by wife Charlene Russell, in 
a sequence spoofing operantics, and 
in which she reveals a_ well 
rounded pair of pipes. His gags are 
a mixture of familiar and fresh to 
keep the laugh pace in mitt-bring- 
ing tempo. 

Lind Brothers, who clicked at 
the Five O’Clock Club earlier in 
the season, bring their triple- 
voiced singing wares to this big 
room with added impact. Working 
with full band behind them to 
heighten their chorals, especially 
in the chant sequences, viz: “‘Ave 


Maria” and “Ejili Eili,” they are 
socko. Array of tunes in stint is 
plenty commercial with “Mule 


Train” and “You're Breaking My 
Heart” pair of outstanders. In tee 
off solo spot, the Dior Dancers 
click with their adagio routining. 
Production numbers are excel- 
lent, with finale “Circus’’ number 
a topper. Featuring the line of 18 
girls costumed to the motif of the 
idea in brilliant style, and with a 
melange of specialty acts, it comes 
off to resounding reception. High- 
lights are the Asia Boys, whose 
balancing feats verge on the in- 
credible; Myrna Bell’s acro-twists 
and flips; Bill Kerrigan’s bar work 
and the Dynamic Duo’s tumblings. 
David Tyler and his orch rate 
kudoes for their ace backgrounding 
of a heavily scored show. Lary. — 





Empire Room, Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Jan. 5. 


Billy DeWolfe, Chandra Kaly , 
Dancers (5), Rex Ramer. Bela 
Kremo, Eddie O’Neal Orch (12): 
minimum $2.50, cover $1. 

Billy DeWolfe aptly describes 


this bill with a remark during his 
routine—“‘for the people who won- 
der where vaudeville has gone, it’s 
here at the swank Empire Room.” 
for the devotees of the good old 
days at the Palace, this would be 
a welcoming flashback with a jug- 
gler, band instrument voice imi- 
tator, dance group, and of course, 
the comic. Oddly enough, custom- 
ers here gave the line-up the same 
type of reception that vaude house 
patrons give their favorites, with 
the majority of applause® garnered 
by DeWolfe. Merriel Abbott, pro- 


ducer, has dispensed with her cho- | 


Carson, Al Bernie with | 


Admis: ' 


and the intro- 
ductions are short and capably han- 
dled by bandleader Eddie O'Neal. 

Chandra Kaly Dancers open the 
show with a somewhat overlong 
East Indian ritual dance. Kaly has 


a short, fiery bit, before the group | goriliano 


returns with a boogie beat to jazz 
the Mood” with Eastern 


jup “In 


tet score with new number, a Sout 


American rhumba_ type mixture, 
that garners solid appiause. 
| Rex Ramer, recent import, 


makes a hit in his first nitery ap- 
pearance with his mimicry of orch 
‘instruments through his falsetto 
nodules. He tees off with sharp 
trumpet takeoff of “I Didn’t Want 
to Do It.” before vocally plucking 
an electric guitar rapidly through 


“Lady of Spain.’ His imitations 
of a barrel organ and xylophone 
are off the beaten track and he 


finishes strong with banjoing “Old 
Folks at Home.” For encore he 
does a one-man-band with acknowl- 
edgment to Spike Jones of “Cock- 
tails for Two” taking all voices and 
sounds for hefty reception. 

Bela Kremo is a_ fast-working 
young juggler who seemingly 
works one hand on top of another 
with shuffling of cigar boxes and 
tennis balls. but gets his best re- 
sults from flipping three top hats 
on head in rapid fashion. 


DeWolfe returns to this inn 
after a seven-year absence and 
while relying mainly on his stand- 


ard bits, including the “Mrs. Mur- 
gatroyd” bit from pic, “Blue Skies,” 
has added several rib-tickling bits. 
Lanky comedian had first nighters 
in an uproar as he did his usual 
waiter dismissal routine. Film star, 
after sincere speech, goes through 
some quickies, some of them aimed 
at the agents. with a bit of triple 


wing, modified grind, and _ hair 
dressing business, all thrown in 
for laughs. His aping of British 


actors in bit of Noei Coward is 
hoked to the hilt: but it’s the com- 


plete, on the hour, every half hour, ' 


tloor show from the Club Swingeroo 
which has the seatholders guffaw- 
ing as DeWolfe satirizes the efforts 
of the emcee and the lovely cho- 
rines. 

Comedian has added a preface 
piece to “Mrs. Murgatroyd,” that 
of the temme barfliy. a biting etch- 
ing. After his Boris Karloff sketch 


‘in dark room, which failed to 
achieve effect due to lack of fol- 
lowing spotlight, DeWolfe really 


gets in a rollicksome mood, taking 
tablecloths off a table and expos- 
ing the usual battered furniture. 
He pokes a hole through the linens 
and then pretends to work a sew- 
ing machine to repair the damage. 

Eddie O’Neal returns after sev- 
eral months to dish out danceable 
tunes as well as providing neat 


H 
| 
} 


| 


overtones. Later in the show, quin- | 


——— 


Latin Quarier, N. Y. 

Lou Walters presentation, with 
The Charlivels (3), Frank Libuse & 
Margot Brander, Ben Yost’s Vik. 
ings (5), Lucien & Ashour, Grey & 
Frances, Ernestine Mercer, Ballet 
(12), Line (17), Art 
Waner Orch, Buddy Harlow Orch: 
staging, Lee Sherman; costumes, 
Freddy Wittop; minimums, $3.50, 
$5. 





Lou Walters’ patchwork of Span- 
ish and American motifs within a 
French frame, curiously enough, 
is one of his worthier displays 
that’s made memorable with the 
U. S. preem of o#ie of the most 
talked about Continental groups 
the Charlivels (New Acts). The 
production by Lee Sherman is 
sprightly and frequently has some 
original moments and the acts fill 
the requirements of the room ad 
mirably. In all, the current revue 
is a tremendous cafe value, both 
visually and auralls 

Walters has gone in for several 
departures from his usual format 
Among them is the introduction of 


a Latin chorus with authentic 
Spanish dance designs, plus the 


usual LQ cheesecake to make this 
show one of the most-heavily popu- 
lated seen at this spot. 


There are some holdover ele- 
ments, including Frank Libuse, 
whose waiter turn keeps the cus 


tomers amused for a long time 
prior to the formal opening of the 
display. Inasmuch as the LQ draws 
a heavy amount of repeat trade, 
Libuse’s antics are fairly well- 
known to the majority of custom 
ers, but the laugh values haven't 
diminished any appreciable extent 
His turn on the floor with Margot 
Brander is still one of the funnier 


bits of low-comedy. It’s a hit that 
gets over handily. 
The Ben Yost Vikings deploy 


their vigorous chirping with good 
effect and aid in the production 
(Continued on page 52) 











YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
man Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 














ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, 


PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
1950 CATALOG FREE 


Largest Selection of Comedy Material 
in Showbiz! We also write materia! 
to order. 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


5146-K Strohm, North Hollywood, Cal 
Telephone: Hillside 0141 











backing for the show. Zabe. 




















JAY MARSHALL | 


OPENS FRIDAY AT THE 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


| 
MY AGENT NEEDS THE MONEY | 
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Celebrating His 4th Consecutive Year 


COPACABANA, New York 
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heavy following hereabeuts, with 
a local fave, Leon Kramer, in sup- 
port. Followups will include My- 
ron Cohen and Second Avenue 
names who appeal to a consider- 
able segment of the patronage on 
the Beach. 

Club Boheme doesn’t necessari- 
lv have to worry about attracting 
patrons, what with the casino op- 
eration to buttress any losses on 
the cafe end. Nevertheless, they’ve 
tied up single names who could 
easily head up other spot’s shows 
to box-office advantage. Kay 
Thompson teed off; Dorothy Shay, 
new to the area is clicking cur- 
rently, while Tony Martin and 
Danny Thomas are set to succeed, 
in turn. Brook Club, which also 
featured that policy, will not run 
this season, the gambling and re- 
form hullabaloo, plus too heavy 
“ice” money nixing lighting up of 
the swank spot in Surfside, just 
north of the Beach line. 

Colonial Inn, which had a suc- 
cessful run last winter via the 
Harold Minsky glorified burlesque 
idea, is doing fair. Admission 
policy prevails here and Minsky is 
adhering to the idea, feeling that 
the height of season, and, eventu- 
ally, the Gulfstream track will 
make for a garrison finish. 

Copa City, which came up with 
the unit show idea, plus an admis- 
sion policy, is typical of what can 
happen when the modest-budget 
idea is set up in heart of the area 
An Olsen and Johnson presenta- 
tion sans the stars, with a few solo 
acts, didn’t quite come off at the 
boxoffice. Installation of a new 
show featuring Mindy Carson, Al 
Bernie, Lind Brothers and a lavish 
production brought the patron pull 
up. Not out of the woods vet, the 
plush spot is continuing its admis- 
sion idea, but building the name 
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' bookings. Carmen Miranda comes 


in the 13th with Joey Bishop and 
the Lind Brothers i1n_ support. 
Frankie Laine follows, with others 
currently being bid for. 

Smaller Spots Get By 

Some smaller spots are getting 
by comfortably, thanks to estab- 
lished local draws. Five O’Clock 
Club is only one of the lot which 
went after biz via heavy salaried 
acts such as Jackie Miles and sup- 
porters such as Lenny’ Kent 
Mother Kelly’s, is typical of the 
others. Floundering under new 
management which had booked in 
nondescript acts, Gene Baylos 
came back.to bring the Beach 
landmark out of the doldrums 
He’s been a consistent puller for 
this room for the past three sca- 
sons and has built a heavy fan 
group among locals and annual 
visitors, with a heavy sprinkling of 
performers at the late shows. 

At the Park Avenue Club, 
Charlie Farrell, in his seventh 
year, and the Bar of Music with 
Bill Jordan (13th yvear) are estab- 
lished draws and keep them com 


ing for profitable returns every 
winter. All work on modest 
budgets. 

Hotel bars, lounges and patios 


were expected to hurt the niteries 
with their no minimums, plus fea- 
tured dance units and _ singers, 
with guests remaining on in the 
evening to partake. The contrary 
is true. The guests remain around, 
but only in the lobbies or on the 
porches. Most of the hotel spots 
are ailing. A few. as obtains in 
the eafes, are doing fair, such as 
the Saxony Shell-I-Mar Room. the 


Lord Tarleton’s ‘‘Happy Times” 
Cafe, Delano’s Zodiac Lounge, 
Sherry Frontenac’s Pompadour 
Room. Martinique’s Lafayette 


Terrace, Surfcomber’s Oceanside 
Patio and Roney’s Bamboo Room 
New entries are the Sans Souci 
Blue Sails Room and the Shore 
Club’s Patio. 

Taverns are off too, what with 
the working segment of the popu- 
lation not making the dough of re- 
cent years. But the _ stripperies 
around the edges of town are do- 
ing okay with the nude idea for 
this type of trade. 

Thus the pattern formed last 
year is faceted in sharper focus 
this time out, with the competish 
for that tighter and choosier buck 
tougher than ever. Chez Paree 
was first to admit that, when they 
closed for alterations and rebook- 
ings, after coming up with a well 
staged show, but with comparative 
unknowns, They're coming back 
with a triple-name lineup later this 
month. 


Finlay’s U. S. Tour 


Glasgow, Jan. 3. 
Alec Finlay, leading Scot comic, 
will tour America and Canada, 
opening in New York late in Sep- 
tember. Finlay, now playing in 
pantomime at the Alhambra, Glas- 
gow, is also mulling a tour of Aus- 
tralia and South Africa. 
His American tour, 





following 


immediately on his summer se€a- 
son on the Clyde, will be to Cale- 
donian societies. 
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Paradise, Det., Reopens 
With Gillespie Fri. (13) 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 


theatre will 
after a summer anc 


Paradise 
Friday (13) 
fall hiatus. 
clusively to Negroes, the theatre, 
as in the past, will feature big 


name bands and singers and first- | 


run movies. 


Opening bill has Dizzy Gilles- | 
He'll be followed | 


pie’s orchestra. 
a week later by the late Jimmie 
Lunceford’s outfit, now under Joe 
Thomas, with Dinah Washington, 
blues singer 

February dates are Errol Gar- 
ner’s combo with Sarah Vaughn, 
Illinois Jacquet with Ella Fitzger- 
ald and Louis Jordan and band. 


Vande at 26's Per 
Better Than Met 


For Mimi Benzell 


Vaudeville pays’ better than 
grand opera, as is indicated in the 
case of Mimi Benzell. who opens at 
the Strand theatre, N. Y., Jan. 20. 
Miss Benzell’s salary of $200 per 
performance at the Met is con- 
trasited to her $2,000 weekly thea- 
tre salary Of course, with an av- 

hows weekly in the 





erage of 28 sho 
vauderie, per-performance figure is 
slightly less, but few sopranos sing 
30 shows at the Met during a 
single season 

Miss Benzell is current at the 
Cotillion Room, Pierre hotel, N. Y.., 
where she’s the first headliner ever 
to go into percentages. Pierre’s 
gross is more than 15% over aver- 
age for this time of vear. 
| Also on the Strand bill will be 
Gordon McRae and Paul Gray. 
Strands marquee will also feature 
the Mitzi Mayfair Dancers. It will 
be the first time in many years 
that Miss Mayfair has been billed 
on Broadway. Onetime Ziegfeld 
dancer and partner of Hal Leroy 
will not appear at the theatre but 
will routine a group similar to the 
one she and her husband, Charles 
Henderson, produce for the video 
version of “Stop the Music.” Strand 
bookers originally attempted to get 
the video terpers, but project had 
to be abandoned because of con- 
flicting schedules. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Jan. 10 

The personnel and some of the 
patients here thank Joe McCarthy 
, and the IATSE boys of Local 1, 
|New York, for their part in play- 
ing Santa during the holidays. 

Fanny Gaiser in from Milwaukee 
to bedside her husband Ed (IATSE) 
Gaiser, who recently mastered the 
Munoldi operation and _ progress- 
ing okay. 

Harold Wood, of the Neighbor- 
hood Theatres, Richmond, and 
family in to do a holiday bit bed- 
siding his frau, Ruth Wood, who 
is flashing nifty reports. 

Rose Mary LaBalbo back to 
Oneida. N. Y. after spending a 
week of bedside chatting with her 
manager husband, Sam _ LaBalbo, 
who's recuperating. 

Sam (RKO) Kelley all agog. He 
was lifted from infirmary routine 
to the up-for-meals department, 
flashing a mess of good medical 
clinics. 

Joseph Nolan and frau motored 
in from New York for a holiday 
weekend with their son Johnny 
(IATSE) Nolan, who is showing a 
marked improvement from a re- 
cent operation. 

Unannounced, Josephine Hooper 
came in from Akron for the Yule- 
tide holidays with her husband, 
Ted Hooper, Akron = manager. 





Santa handed him all privileges, 
which means one leap towards 
home. 


Write to those who are ill. 
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Pitt Nitery Slump Cues 
An‘ara to Drop Shows; 
Carnival’s All-Girl Unit 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10 
Post-holiday slump along the lo- 
cal nitery belt brought in one re- 
trenchment but the status quo was 


maintained when another spot 
went the other way Ankar2 
dropped floor shows after New 


Year’s week, retaining only Walter 
Gable’s band to play for dancing 
in the main room and the duo of 
violinist Dolores Clarke and pian- 
ist Joe Lecsak in the lounge. Place 
had been using three and four acts 
regularly. Charlie Jamal, the 
owner, says low-budget policy will 
continue until spring at least 

On the other hand, Carnival 
Lounge downtown, which had been 
featuring only musical entertain- 
ment, went in for an all-girl show 
from the back-bar stage. using 
from six to eight dancers. singers 
and novelty acts, along with an all 
girl band. At the same time, old 
Carnival Lounge (present one oc- 
cupies premises of former Holly 
wood Show Bar) reopened as Mid- 
way Lounge after shutdown of 
couple of months with its star jazz 
combo, the Deuces Wild, resuming 
on the bandstand Unit had been 
at the new spot for a while 


° ? 

Kay Starr Set at Ciro’s 

Hollywood, Jan. 10 
Kay Starr follows the Blackburn 
Twins and Janet Blair into Ciro’s 
for a three-week stand, Jan. 27 
It’s her first booking at Sunset 

Strip nitery. 


MAX HART INTO SAN 

Max Hart. the vet agent. has 
been confined to the Jewish Sana- 
torium and Hospital for Chronic 
Diseases, Brooklyn. 

Placed there by the Jewish The- 
atrical Guild, Hart ailing for 
years, has long been in retirement 


+ Threat of picketing a benefit 
cleared by Theatre Authority has 
been made at the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. According to 
AGVA’s national administrative 
secretary, Henry Dunn, performers 
are angry enough to picket Madi- 
son Square Garden, Jan. 16, urg- 
ing fellow performers not to ap- 
pear on the cuffo display to bene- 
fit the Bronx Hadassah. It would 
be the first time that a benefit in 
which TA clearance was obtained 
have been boycotted by per- 
formers 

According to Dunn, a segment of 
entertainers have asked him to 
step in and cancel the show be- 
cause a professional promoter 1s 
connected with it. It has long been 
the contention of AGVA that if 
promoters are involved in a bene- 
fit, taking a percentage off the top, 
then acts should be paid. 


AGVA Bars Cuffo Acts 
From WPEN-Click, Phila., 
Disk Jockey Program 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists last week refused to permit a 
local disk jockey show emanating 
from the Click cafe, to use cuffo 
acts. Dick Jones, AGVA’s Phillv 
rep, clamped down on the use of 





talent from rival cafes by Eddie 
Newman show, broadcast locally 
over WPEN. Jones ruled that 
turns appearing on the deejay 


stint must be paid. 

AGVA’s step is also regarded as 
a form of cooperation with the 
Philly local of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, which has no 
house musie contract with WPEN. 

Newman show is the first disk- 
jockey.show in Philly to emanate 
from a nitery. Format is similar 
to that of Jack Eigen who broad- 
casts from the Conacahana. N. ¥ 
Click’s business has been big since 
the introduction of this 
Patti Page is the current 
liner 


stanza, 
head- 
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currently appearing 


HOTEL NEW YORKER, New York 


Just Concluded: 


4 Guest Shots—PERRY COMO TV SHOW 
2 Guest Shots—54 St., TV Show 


opening March 6th 


MAYFLOWER HOTEL, Washington, D.C. 
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Night Club Reviews | 








Latin Quarter. N. Y. 
numbers as well. Lucien and Ash- 
our provide a midterm punch with 
their fast adagio number, while 
Jerry Grey and Jeanne Frances 
do their serpent dance with a bet- 
ter grade production than Is usu- 
ally given them here. 

Other elements include Ernest- 
ine Mercer's. interpretation of 
“Love For Sale,” a holdover from 
the last show. While Miss Mercei 
loses some of the essential iron) 
of this tune in her interpretation 
the net effect is still one that in 
duces a hefty palm. 

The production numbers are 
more varied than usual. A change 
of pace is provided by a neat salire 
of “Dangerous Dan McGrew.” The 
Ballet Sevillano, comprising six 
mixed couples, show artistic dance 
designs, especially with their Jota 
Aragonesa, which calls for some 
concert stage designs. Another of 
their efforts is a fast flamenco 
number worthy of oles. The cos- 
tumes indicate a healthy disregard 
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Continued from page 50 





THE SONG 
AND 
DANCE MAN 





JOHNNY 
DOWNS 


Currently 


PALACE THEATRE, N.Y. 


iWM. MORRIS AGENCY, INC.) 


Jan. 23 - Feb. 5 
Detroit Civic Opera 


“NO NO NANETTE” 


iWM. HENRY WIESE) 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
“Tele-Finds of 1949,"’ CBS 
“Manhattan Showcase,” CBS 


MOTION PICTURES 
ART MEYER 


Beverly Hills, Calif. 














for budget. One set. 
illusion of nudity, 
the tourist trade. 
Art Waner’s showbacking and 
Buddy Harlowe’s relief band fill 
the spot’s requirements. Jose. 


giving the 
should attract 


a 


(iro’s Holivwood 
Hollywood, Jan. 5. 


Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins, Matty Malneck and his 
orch (10 $3-$4 minimum. 





There was a small personal tri 
umph for Janet Blair in appearing 
here with the Blackburn Twins, 
winning terrific applause from an 
opening-night crowd of her former 
film colleagues and scoring as a 
singer, dancer and comedienne 
Chirp had the best possible back 
ground, against a mood of gaiety 
created by the Blackburns before 
she took to the mike. She (‘and 
they) also had the best possible 
backing from Matty Malneck, who 
is tops in his field. 

Blackburns work for about 15 
minutes together with an audience 
warmup that includes a neat 
bit of pantomime, the old mirror 
routine Their warmup sets the 
stage beautifully for Miss Blair to 
come on, lovely in a plunging pink 
neckline, and do “‘As Long As You 
Care For Me” and “Love For Sale.” 
She rated and received plenty of 
applause. After that. until a swift- 
lv-paced climax, the group works 
together in a series of specialties 
and novelties, including a vaude- 
ville number, “‘Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side,” “Ballin”? the Jack” and 
“Once in Love With Janet.” 

Miss Blair’s numbers are catch- 
ily arranged by Lou Busch, her 
husband. Jimmy Toliver does the 
arrangements for the Blackburns 
and for the material they use 
when working with Miss Blair. 
Dick Barstow, who staged the act, 
is entitled to praise for the tempo 
and fiuidity he achieved. Malneck’s 
orch plays expertly for dancing be- 
tween shows. Dag. 


Mayfair Room. Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 6. 

Beatrice Kay, Sylvan 
Dick LaSalle Orch (10): 
minimum; $1 cover. 

Miss Kay makes her annual visit 
to this swank and staid room. and 
manages to put some warmth in its 
chilled walls. With Wer 


Green, 


$3.50 





sones 


'from the turn of the century she 


turns the seatholders into mem- 
bers of a community sing, with the 
unabashed calling out the tunes 
that scored on the musical hit 


parade 30 and 40 years ago. 


Songstress, attired in feathered 
boa and large hat, after intro 
swings into a new number. “Be 
a Clown,” but she really starts 
registering when she carols. “You 
Made Me What I Am Today.” and 
then in a faster mood, “Rufus 
Rastus Johnson Brown.” It’s the 
oldies, the heartbreakers, that au- 
dience wants to hear and although 
she sexes up “Slow Boat to China,” 
as her one pop piece, it falls some- 
what flat. Uninhibited gal really 
works as she runs through the 
catalog of “Oceana Roll.” “Bird in 
a Gilded Cage,” “Robert E. Lee,” 
and others of the same ilk 

It’s the final number. *‘Mention My 
Name in Sheboygan,” which has au- 
dience in guffaws as throaty-voiced 
chirper rails at her husband and 
accompanist, Sylvan Green, through 
six or seven choruses. Miss Kay 
did over 15 tunes and over 60 
minutes on the floor, seemingly en- 
joying every minute of her stint. 
Her husband does a fine job ‘88ing 
and acting as straight man. 

Dick LaSalle’s orch does an ex- 
cellent background as well as _ be- 
ing fodder for ers — 

2a0¢., 
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Personal Mot.: 

HARRY GREBEN 

203 N. Wabash 
Chicage 
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“The Deadpan Diplomat” 


ICK DRAKE 


WIZARD OF MANDOLIN 


Currently 


PALACE, New York 





Eastern Rep.: 
EDDIE SMITH 
1270 Sixth Ave. 
New York City 
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Clever Club. Miami | 


Miami, Jan. 7. | 

Jan Murray, the Vagebonds (4), 

Rose Marie, O’Neil Nolan, Aurora 

Roche-Carlyle and dancers (9) 

Frank Stanley Orch; minimum, 
$1.50-$2.50. 





With this installation, Jack Gold- 
man and Leon Enken should be 
listening to the cash registers play- 
ing a consistently happy tune for 
the next six weeks, the minimum 
run the principals have been set 
for. 

Components add up as one of the 
most intelligently beoked parlays 
in the area, with each feature work- 
ing in the follower, to add a con- 
tinuity usually lacking in three- 
naine cafe lineups 

The Vagabonds, who set long 
records here for two seasons before 
shifting to the Beachcomber last 
vear, are back with their screwball 
approach to harmonizings and in- 
strumentalizations. Though setting 
up basically the same numbers 
with which they've clicked before, 
addition of comedy biz and lines 
add the fresh note that zooms them 
into consistently heavy aud reac- 
tion. Standouts are their “Salt” 
number and the “Hawaiian” chant 
and “legend” to music. 

They’re brought on by Rose 
Marie, who tees off the feature 
spots, and it makes for a cheery 
walk-on, with the heckling bit gar- 
nering chuckles. The comedienne- 
songstress belts the payees with a 
smartly staged canto that builds 
Straight singing and special ma- 
terial sequences to her incisive and 
howl-making takeoff on Jimmy Du- 
rante, by now a standard with her. 
Gal has lost weight and it’s added 
to her visual impact, plus the de- 
livery and know-how that add to 
the overall values. 

Pattern was repeated for Jan 
Murray’s entrance with the Vaga- 
bonds clowning him on, to continue 
what had been an almost continu- 
ous laugh show. The spot was a 
tough one for the tall, smooth 
comic, but he came through with 
session of set and ad libbed lines 
and songs that kept the vocks con- 
tinuing. Most of his stuff is new, 
with a bit on Hollywood the top 
howimaker. Inventive proclivities 
were sharply illustrated when he 
discovered two kids at the the ring- 
side, a boy and girl, at separate 
tables and went to work on a match 
making idea. If he could add them 
to act he’d have another strong 
piece of business. Instead of taking 
usual encore, the tie up of solo acts 
was completed when Vagabonds 
and Rose Marie joined for a sock 
afterpiece. Murray impressed as 
one of the most improved come- 
dians to return to this area in 
many months. 

Bracketing the show are the 
Aurora Roche-Carlvle dance ideas. 
Costumed in bizarre fashion, the 
accent is on the work of the 
pair, who purvey ballet-type ideas 
which are a biend of international 
basics. Results are colorful and in- 
teresting, and reaction solid. O'Neil 
Nolan blends in a well turned 
series of spin-taps to tee off the 
solo spots. Lary. 





Club Carnival. Mpls. 
Minneapolis. Jan. 7. 
Connee Boswell (2), Dean Mur- 
phy, Club Carnival Orchestra (12) 
with Al Grant: $1-$1.50 cover, 


Two Miinneapolis favorites, Con- 
nee Bosweli and Dean Murphy, 
pool their talents to make this 
show a solid click. Having in Miss 
Boswell one of the very best of the 
song stylists and in Murphy a top 
drawer mimic-comedian, the layout 
sparkles from start to finish. 

In her usual fine voice. Miss 
Boswell again provides rare listen- 
ing enjoyment with her superta- 
tive renditions of ever-popular 
numbers perfectly suited to her 
talents and personality. ‘“Every- 
where You Go” gets her off to a 
triumphant vocalizing start and 
she then sails with flying colors 
“I Ain't Got Nobody,” 
“Don’t Cry, Joe” (for a side trip 
into the current hit parade), “I 
Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love,” “St. Louis Blues.” a medley 
comprising “I Cried For You.” 
“Say It Isn’t So” and “Nobody's 
Sweetheart” and, for an encore 
windup, her original swing version 
of the opera ‘Martha’ tunes. 
Every offering wins heavy applause 
returns. 

Murphy returns with his ever- 
welcome familiar routine that 
passes the test of numerous repeti- 
tions with a high mark of audience 
favor. His patter, gags. stories. 
amazingly authentic impressions of 
stage, screen, radio and political 
notables, and occasiona! vocal out- 
bursts, all wrapped up in a pack- 
age tied together cleverly so as to 
create an illusion of continuity. 
again evoke an enthusiastic re- 
sponse, even though many of the 
customers undoubtedly are well ac- 
quainted with the material. The 
act’s: highlights eentinue ie be the 
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Hildegarde carbon and the impres- 


sions of the late President Roose- 
velt and of Mrs. Roosevelt. 

Al Grant, new singing emcee, 
fronts the band and warbles sev- 
eral numbers pleasingly as the 
show’s initial offering. On a bit- 
terly cold night, the big room 
nearly half-filled for late = 

ees, 





Moeambo. N. Y¥. 
Dorothy Ross, Johnny & George, 
Vicki Sunday, Gordon Andrews; 
$3.50 minimum. 





The customers go to the Mocam- 
bo during a Dorothy Ross engage- 
ment only at their peril. Her cata- 
log of asides, insults and bawdy 
remarks is fairly inexhaustive and 
there’s hardly a situation that she 
can’t cover to create some dis- 
comfiture. However, the perennial 
draw of this spot gets a sufficient 
amount of trade that is attracted 
by this very situation and most of 
them find the lines amusing. It’s 
the newcomers who are amazed, 
and after a few drinks fall in with 
the general pattern of the enter- 
tainment scheme. 

Miss Ross’ catalog of libidinous 
lilts hits the favor of the mob. 
Most of her tunes are repeats, she 
needs a few new numbers at this 
point, but what she has still serves 
her well. 


Newcomers to this spot are John- | 


ny and George, a Negro team 
which goes back to the old Yacht 
Club days. It’s a vigorous song 


and piano duo with an inexhausti- 
ble repertoire. Their efforts more 
than measure up to the require- 
ments of this room. 

Other entertainer here is Vicki 
Sunday, ex-Tony Pastor vocalist, 
reviewed under New Acts 

The piano lulls are by Gordon 
Andrews, who plays a full-bodied 
and decorative keyboard. Jose. 


Marine Room. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 5. 

Mario & Floria, Jay Walkers (3), 
Hild ballet (13), John O’Brien, 
George Olsen Orch; $1 cover, 
Dorothy Hild’s holiday revue 
emerges as one of slickest bills un- 
folded at the plush northshore 
spot. Addition of three male 
dancers to the production numbers 
lends the musicomedy touch with 
more vigorous and original chore- 
ography; dancers Mario & Floria 
give out with zippy terp and acro- 
technics; the 3 Jay Walkers, first 
comedians here in a long time, help 
round out the layout besides being 
right for this room; and George 
Oilsen’s excellent showbacking and 
substantial dance music ties entire 
presentation into a neat package 
of entertainment. 

Dancers’ opening, “Kick Out of 
You,” with John O’Brien tenoring 
with the production numbets, sets 
quickened pace of show, bringing 
on the Jay Walkers for their 12- 
minute laff routine. Boys combine 
tumbling, straight comedies, slap- 
stick and acrobatics in very funny 
parodies of prizefighters, duelers, 
an operation, etc. Three lads from 
Canada are making their first in a 
Chi nitery and click all the way. 
Stuff has solid family appeai.* 

Mario & Florio exhibit some 
Snappy stepping, particularly rat- 
ing in the shoulder-spins, tosses 
and throw-outs. Pair register in a 
foxtrot, tango, waltz and a turkey 
trot of °30 vintage, garnering ap- 
plause as well as snickers. 

Finale, “Crystal Forest,” has the 
Hild Dancers in sparkling costumes 
of tiny lights which flicker through 
the entire routine. Overall effect 
drew husky returns from the audi- 
ence for its festive and entertain- 
ing flavor. Greg. 

Flame Room. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 

Imogene Coca, Phil Gordon, Jer- 
ry Glidden Orch (8); $2.50 mini- 
mune, 





This plush room gives the local 
supper club clientele its introduc- 
tion to Imogene Coca and it proves 
most pleasdht. Making her first 
Minneapolis appearance, the pint- 
sized comedienne finds a hearty re- 
sponse for her zany antics. 

In her act here, variegated, fan- 


{ | 
tastically freakish articles of ap. 
parel, employed to the utmost fun 
advantage, aid Miss Coca to land 
‘home, For her satirical impres- 
sions of glamor girls down throug), 
| the ages, including Pola Negra ang 
Clara Bow, she utilizes a strange 
assortment of plumes and _ hats 
among other things. A “1970” fy; 
fashion revue takeoff to her own 
comedic singing of ‘a pretty gir| 
is like a pretty fur” has her mod. 
eling dilapidated pieces of a size 
and description one might encoun- 
ter in a nightmare. Then she drags 
out a battered trombone as she 
lampoons Phil Spitalny’s girls. Her 
business about “l’amour” is more 
sheer nonsense. Through all the 
routines runs a rich vein of mug 
ging and pantomime. There’s a 
quality of drollery to the clowning 
that lifts it above the usual run 
Phil Gordon, another newcomer 
opens the show and proves to be 
a good-looking, young chap who 
puts over songs neatly to his own 
piano accompaniments. A winning 
personality makes itself felt as he 
warbles “The Lady Is a Tramp” 
or tells in song the amusing story 
of a tree. His excerpts from “Best 
Foot Forward” are listenable, and 
his boogie woogie gets a big hand. 
Rees. 








“MUSICAL COMEDY AT 
ITS BEST" 


—S. Morgan-Powell 
(Montreal Star) 


Vivienne Allen 


and 


Bert Sheldon 


Headlining 


TOWN CASINO 


BUFFALO 











/* PERFORMERS °| 
Script Writer's | 
Comedy Writing Service 


is proud to announce the addition to | 
| its staff the creative writing talents of 


MEL BROOKS 
(Special Material Writer for 
SID CEASAR) 


| 
| 
| 
| IRVING REID 
| 








(Special Song Material for 
CARL BRISSON) 


NORMAN GIMBEL 
(Special Music for Station WNYC) | 
Special Comedy and Song Material | 
WRITTEN FOR ALL PERFORMERS | 


SCRIPT WRITER'S 


c/o FRED WOLFE 
1650 Broadway, New York 

















Room 601 CO 5-0533, 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For ali branches of theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag file’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 ea. 9® 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: First 13 files for $10 
All 35 files for $30 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book 510 @ 
e@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 ® 
@® HUMOR-DOR FOR EMCEES. $25 @ 
* 
2 





3 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
—or all 3 diff. Vols. or $50 — 
“HOW TO MASTER THE CERE- 
MONIES” 


— (Reissue) $2.00 per copy — 
NO €.0O.D.’s 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St. Dept. V 
NEW YORK 19 














YOUNG MAN DESIRES POSITION 
As Personal Secretary 
Experienced - Executive Ability 
Rapid Stenographer, Typist 
and Bookkeeper 
Excellent References 
Good Appearance 
Box V-2150, Variety, 

154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y- 
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New Acts 


THE CHARLIVELS (3) 
Dance, instrumental 

0 Mins. 

Latin QuarteF, N. Y. 

During the past several years, 
virtually every showman visiting 
the Continent has come back with 
glowing reports of a youthful male 
trio, The Charlivels. Some previ- 
ous attempts have been made to 
jmport the turn. The Roxy thea- 
tre, N. Y., for example, tried to 
get them over a year ago, but their 
act is so strenuous that they 
couldn't fill the vaudeville require- 
ments of four shows or more daily. 


William Morris, Jr., president of | 


the Morris agency, has since taken 
them over as one of his personal 
projects. 

The Charlivels are in their first 
U. S. showing at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y. It’s one of the fastest turns 
on the boards, with original bits of 
business. They are versatile in a 
numher of departments. Their 
ballet work features some amazing 
combination spins. One of their 
number does a Tartar dance and 
another a matador number which 
can tear any house apart. Their 
tap work is also on an extremely 
high «level, 
bring hefty mittings on their own. 

They start off leisurely with an 


instrumental number and also dis- | 


play skill in that department. One 
of the better aspects of this group 
is their excellent routining. The 
act has pace, variety, a high de- 
gree of showmanship and excellent 
discipline. 

They're worthy of exhibition in 
virtually every field of showbusi- 
ness, Jose. 





ALLAN CROSS 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Embassy, Philly 

Henry Dunn’s recent taking over 
the presidency of AGVA scuttled 
the veteran song duo of Cross & 


Dunn and left partner Allan’ 
Cross to shift for himself as a 
single. 


Cross makes his solo debut at the 
Embassy and he has routined a 
very good act. He opens with a 
parody on “No Business Like Show 
Business,” devoted largely to ex- 
plaining why he has to work, and 


follows with one of the team’s 
former clicks, ‘“Gertie’s Little 
Skirtie Needs Short’nin’, Short’- 


nin’,” a complaint against the New 
Look. 

Cross’ carbon on Bert Williams 
singing ‘‘Nobody” is still good 
nightclub fodder, and he makes 
every grimace count, particularly 
in the card game bit. This num- 
ber even quiets the normally noisy 
Embassy | bar. 
“OV Man Jolson,” who it seems 
“don't plant cotton, don’t plant 
taters, but just plants corn in them 
movie theatres,” goes over bia 
Cross’ kazoo tenor is heard to best 
effect in his rhythmie “‘Dreamer’s 
Holiday,’ which he breaks up with 





a little of the old softshoe. Ap- 
lause was solid and he had to 
reg off. Gagh. 
PROFESSOR HARRY 
Novelty Painter 
7 Mins.; One 
Colonial, Albany 

Silent act, in the U. S. only a 


short time, features quick painting 
of two moderately large scenes. 
Emcee Tom Hanlon, Jr. introduces 
it “from Budapest.” He uses a re- 
volving easel and works alter- 
nately on the’ brushings, which 
adds novelty and mild humor 


Artist starts by blocking out a 
Murine scene and then turns 
swivel to paint a winter landscape 
and to finish the water scene. 
Audience, at first restless, ap- 
plauded solidly. 

Turn is naturally slow.  Prob- 
ably a decorative partner would 


help. and light comedy could be 
worked _ in. In the Professor's 
favor is the cleanness of turn, 
Which contrasts sharply with the 
blue material too many acts mis- 
takenly employ before family au- 
diences at the Colonial. Jaco. 
THE BURTONS (2) 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Ben Ali, Lexington, Ky. 
_ Trained young singers in a rou- 
tine of melodies from operetta and 
musicomedy reveal pleasing voices 
#nd vocal training that would fit 
Well into a first-rate musical show. 
Girl is pretty and has a soprano 
above average in quality. Male 
member, a tenor, does very well 
In harmonizing with his partner 


in tunes from ‘“Maytime,” “Stu- 
dent Prince,” “Oklahoma!” and 
others in the operetta field. Both 


ave poise and the looks to hold 
interest of vaude patrons. 


Their vocalizing and style should 


RO well in houses that are over- 
stocked with modern styles of 
Singing. ee. 


Another parody, 


KATHY BARR 
Songs 
35 Mins. 
Ritz Cafe, Montreal 
Kathy Barr, alumna from “Make 
Mine Manhattan,” gets off her 


too many 
when caught. Gal does 
Men,” “True to You” and other 
musicomedy tunes. 





|Long Way From St. Louis” seems 
|a little out of Miss Barr’s character 
'but special-material “Please Take 
Me Home” scores. 

This is her initial cafe try, and 
her sock appearance, grooming and 
general handling of self and ma- 
terial shape up well for the intime 
room. 
hands of 
Maintains 
between 
pianoing. 


Johnny Gallant, who 
the room’s atmosphere 
sets with his smooth 

Newt. 





ROULETTES 
Roller Skating 


'10 Mins.; Full 


and their acrobatics | 


turns, 
| solid applause here. 
Few roller turns present radical- | 


Palace, New York 

Roulettes close this show with a 
flashy bag of roller-skating tricks. 
It’s not a standout aci of its type, 
by comparison with contemporary 
but it is good and earns 


ly different tricks on wheels and 
this group isn’t any different. How- 
ever, one of the two boys (and 
girl) works a new angle in picking 
up a handkerchief with his teeth 
as he spins himself around in a 
tight circle, achieving the stunt 
by doubling his body at an angle 


| parallel to the floor. It’s the high- 
: light of the turn and isn’t proper- 
ly spotlighted and dramatized. 


Wood. 


ee 


THREE WILES 


Taps 
8 Mins.; Two 


| Palace, New York 


Three Wiles are billed as a tap 
act, but it covers a lot more 
ground and isn’t as effective as it 
might be. Material is weak and 
uninteresting almost all the way 
through. Two boys and girl make 
it up. 

Meat of the turn is imitation of 
Jimmy Durante, Carmen Miranda 
and Groucho Marx; the often seen 
wooden soldier routine, which 
grows out of all three changing 
costume onstage to military style 
commands delivered by one (cos- 
tumes are tricked up to allow 
quick changeover). Finale finds the 
trio pounding out “I Can't Give 
You Anything But Love” on kiddie 
toy pianos. Wood. 
DeLAGE & SHIRLEY 
Magic 
9 Mins.; Two 
Palace, New York 

DeLage and Shirley present a 
fast and adeptly performed magic 
turn that captured full attention 
and heavy appreciation from its 
audience. DeLage uses all of the 
conventional tricks and a _ string 
of the trickier ones, pushing them 
through at a pace that never lets 
up and without even a momentary 
iumble. 

Teeoff brings out the 
handkerchiet items, and the act 
builds nicely through the sword, 
trunk escape, rabbit and fish bow: 
items, all cleverly and neatly per- 
jormed. W ood. 


standard 


VICKI SUNDAY 
Songs 

10 Mins. 
Mocambo, N. Y. 

Vicki Sunday, formerly a voca- 
list with the Tony Pastor orchestra. 
can gear her pipes to fit the re- 
quirements of intimeries we] 
Work seems natural in this type 
of environment since she can work 
with a greater ease. 

Most of her tunes are standard 
but her turn would be better re- 
membered if she'd put in a few bal- 
lads with some special treatment. 


as 


Jose. 

GUY KIBBEE 
Comedy 
7 Mins.; One 
Palace, New York 

Guy Kibbee hasn't much of an 
act. but what there is of it is lis- 
tenable enough This audience 
found him a charming old codger 
and went for his line easily. 

Theme of Kibbee’s act is a pen- 
chant for women. which immedi- 
ately sets up a comedy angle. He 
discusses his “Great Lover” roles 
in films and the ones he's yet to 


do on the Coast, spicing it all with 
a few good lines and getting away 
with the whole thing in an eas) 
manner, Wood. 


DICK DRAKE 
Musical 
Palace, New York 
Dick Drake’s forte is a deadpan 


Dick.‘ +; approach to gags and his excel- 


songs in strong siyle, though with | 
broad stage gestures | 
“I Hate | 


A blues labelled “You Came a. 


Backing is in the capable | 


Jent mandolin twanging. It’s a 


entertaining and musically covers 
both ends of customer taste. 


He picks out “12th Street Rag” | 


| 
fairly brief, but unusual turn that’s | 


and “Second Hungarian Rhapsody” | 
on an instrument that through the | 


| years has lost favor in this country 
| and gets a good hand for his pains. 
A good act. Wood. 


~ EVER I IPT 


Action-Pix 


Continued from page 1 














Bogart, Erro) Flynn, Burt Lan- 
caster, James Cagney, Richard 
Widmark and George Raft, plus the 
western players. -Films with these 
thespers are filled with the type of 
excitement which induces exten- 
sive chomping. 

Players who draw the more ma- 
ture audiences mean less at the 
concession stand, hence popcorn | 
Sales aren’t so dependable with 
names like Greer Garson, Bette | 
|Davis, Joan Crawford, Spencer | 
i Tracy, Walter Pidgeon, Claudette 
'Colbert and others of this category. | 
|Bing Crosby, strangely enough, 
isn’t much of a concession sales- | 
man either since his light type of | 
entertainment is only slightly re- | 
\lated to chomping. 

Kids Really Pay Off 

For selling popcorn, a nabe- or 
action grind house is ideal, espe- 
cially one playing to juve trade, 
\for they are the solid popcorn ad- 
mirers. A house of this type in 
Kansas is known to have grossed 
$1,200 per week at the boxoffice | 
and another $1,200 at the popcorn 
machine. The profit on the box- 
office figure ran around 30%; on 
popcorn almost 70%. It’s no won- 
der the owner put in a second pop- 
/corn machine on the other side of 
the boxoffice. The film biz is re- 
plete with yarns about how pop- 
corn sent the kid to college, bought 
the new Cad, refurbished the booth, 
or even meant the difference be- | 
tween profit and loss on a year’s 
operation. 


corn occupies in theatre operation 
today can be seen trom the scale 
of attention it gets from National 
Theatres. With this major circuit 
| popcorn is virtually a business in 
itself. It begins with the Aresser 
Processing Corp., which grows, 
harvests, processes and distributes 


the crop from over 5.000 acres in | 


northwestern Missouri to NT 
houses across the country. Aresser 
(R-S-R) derives its name from its 
three principal officers, Elmer C. 


Rhoden, head of Fox-Midwest. 
Charles Skouras, NT prexy, and 
‘Frank H. (Rick) Ricketson. Fox- 


Intermountain chief. In addition, 
National Theatres contracts for the 
output of a number of farmers, to 
whom it furnishes the best hybrid 
seed, a practice common with most 
of the circuits and many inde- 
pendents. 
Popcorn Costs Same 

Costs of popcorn operation 
should be about the same in 1950 
as they were in 1949. The farmer 
will get 2c to 3c per Ib. on the 
farm, and it will cost the theatre 
operator up to 10c¢ per |b. from the 


processor, distributor or supply 
house, probably averaging nearer 
8c a lb. And this will mean the 


Same pleasant profit margin again. 

Figures on just how much profit 
a theatre should make on popcorn 
vary somewhat, but a recent calcu- 
lation. by a popcorn. distributor 
shows that $11,000 to $12.000 for 
theatres of 700-800 seating capacity 
is a reasonable ‘and not too hard 
to get) net profit. This is figured 
on 500 patrons at each perform- 
ance, two shows daily, with one out 
of two patrons a popcorn buyer 
Step this up to a house with 1,400 
seats. or to a circuit of a dozen, 
1.400-seat houses, and the size of 
the popcorn profits become hand- 
some indeed. 
of kind 


the 


Profits this presuppose, 
of course, that sion is 
given astute operation. lively mer- 
chandising and the best of ingredi- 


COlCE 


ents, and that a year’s bookings 
will see a considerable variety of 
film product, with an average or 
better share of action films For 
the concessionaires have now got 
it figured down to a point where 
the popcorn profits can be related 


to star names. 


NEW DALLAS NITERY 
Dallas, Jan. 10 

4 new nitery, The Bowery, has 
been opened here under the man- 
agement of W. T. Clemons.  En- 
tertainment will feature female im- 
personators, and music will be fur- 
nished by a trio. 


. Seating cepacity is. around #00. 


| Keaton & Armfield 
| Coco, Steve & 


| Russ Case Orc 
| 


| Monte & Lyons 


| 


Some idea of the position pop- | 


| 
| 
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VARIETY BILLS 


Numerais in cennection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 





(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stail; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 

W YORK CITY Stump & Stumpy Stephenson’s 12 Tiller Girls 
a (L) 15 |Tops & Wilda | Ballerina PORTSMOUTH 
Eddie Duchin Ore GENEVA NOTTINGHAM i Royal (I) % 
T & S De Marco Geneva (i) 11-12 | Empire ()) 9 Vie Oliver 
Mitzi Green M La France Co | Cheerful Charlie | June Manton 
Kanazawa .3 Nichols & Haley Chester jenny Hughes 


Music Hall (1) 12 Sam Linfield Tp 


Cathy Mastice | Ross & Stone 
Bettina osay Gibsons 

Earl Lippy GLENS FALLS 
Eddie Peabody Rialto (t) 13-14 


Tong Bros Michaels Bros 


Rockettes Janice Carroll 
Corps de Ballet Fabian & Marna 
| Sym Ore Collins & Peterson 
Palace (R) 12 Tyler Thorne & 
Ben Yost White Roberts 
Guards GLOVERSVILLE 
Beebe’s Hollywood Glove (i) 12-14 
Bears Rice Sis 


Dietrich & Diane 
Frank Conville Co 
Benson & Mann 
Wilford Mae 3 
HARTFORD 
State (i) 14-15 
Ryan & McDonald 
Gene Krupa 
Harmonicats 
HOLYOKE 


George Dunn 
Jimmy Jimae 


Eddie } 
Paramount (P) 11 

Roxy (I) 12 
Andy Russell 

Della Russell i 
Jay Marshall | LOS ANGELES 
F & S Barry | Orpheum (i) 11 
Terri Stevens | Wells Bros 
Gordon Gaines Cooper Sis 

Strand (W) 13 | Ruby Ring 
Vaughn Monroe Hal Sherman 


Rev | Evers & Dolorez 
ALBANY Andrini Bros 
Colonial (1) 11-14 Bob Hall 


Kric & Kroc | Will Mastin 3 
Lillian Lee | MIAMI 
Lolo & Lita Olympia (P) 
Al Ferguson Scotti Berti. 

| Trampaloonies 


W 





| Henry Lamarr 
| Black & Dundee 
|D & D Remy 











BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


At the FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 
ORPHEUM, Wichita 


Agents or Acts—write onlv—state asking sal- 
ary, open time and include one set of photos. 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 














Paramount New 
Building DOC HOWE York 
bee Touring Gae Foster Roxyettes gum 
AE ER 
| June Lorraine Gracie Barrie 
‘Marilyn & Miller Leon Fields 
AMSTERDAM Smiley Burnette 
Rialto (1) 12-14 MINNEAPOLIS 
Villevanes Radio City (R) 12 


Dick Contino Show 
NEW BEDFORD 
Baylies Sq (I) 14-15 

ted Barrett 
George Jones 
Marlboros 
NEW LONDON 
Victory (1) 13-15 


Pedro & Durand 
AUBURN 
Auburn (1) 12-14 

Baranak Sis 
Jo Ann Tolley 


Ford & Harris —— s Magic 
Harry Martin PHILADELPHIA 
Victoria Tp Carman (1) 11 

BALTIMORE Chet Dixon 

State (1) 12-14 vic 
St Clai Bob & Diane 
: — Danny Drayson 
oo ag SR Jack Mevand & Eva 
ped Se aa Towers (P) 13 Only 
sa th Chamber of 

15-18 ~ 

Wear & Te: j Horrors 
ile teen” | POUGHKEEPSIE 
ps Pate Bardavon (P) 13-14 


Jack Olsen 


4 Pantinos Jordan & Parvis 


Ann Russell 


Royal (1) 13 ip 2 . 
Lionel Hampton ye & 
2 Ore & Rev Dick Todd 
Curley Hammer } & R Arnaut 
Kitty Murray ’ : r 
: ROCHESTER 
vice ayes Palace (R) 11 
ierory Vince & Gloria 


Wear & Tear Haydock 


Jacky Harvey Maes . 
Sy a enti Carlton Emmy & 
“re Fabian & Mad Wags 
Marna 3 Arnauts 


Pat Valley 


: Slim Timblin Co 
R & M Normah Anthony. Allyn & 
A & L Mardo HModves 
Lew Brown Betty Jane Watson 
3 Kayos & Jerry Austen 
BINGHAMTON Dick Buckley 
Binghamton (1) 12 Hlerzogs 
Milton Douglas ROCKFORD 
Great Athos Palace (I) 13-15 
Stanley Burns Gautier’s 
Chester Dolphin Bricklavers 
Ed, Mack & Trixie McCormick 
Lorraine Melino & Hollis 
BOSTON Doris Abbott 
Keith's (R) 12 George Roche 
Jane Russell SARASOTA 
Joey Adams Florida (P) 15 Only 
Tony Canzoneri Frommyv Dorsey Or« 


Mark Plant SPRINGFIELD 


Phink-Drink Court Sq (1) 12-15 
Hoffman B & J Lambart 
Lane Bros lI. & T Leung 
BROCKTON Gilbert & Lane 
Modern (1) 11 Only) Ray Eberle 
Dagmar’s Magic Pat Rooney. Ir 
Show Roberta’s Circus 
CAMDEN ST touts 
Towers (I) 13-15 Fox () 11 
Karolis Fox (bb 
J & M Pitchon A La Ming 
Geo Nicolls & Rene Dawn Sis 
Joe McKenna Burns & White 
Tracey Family Fred Sanborn 
CHICAGO 6 Langs 
Chicago (P) 13 John Paul Le Bell 
Jules ‘Niunshin Ray Wencil 
Ann Anderson 4 La Vernes 
De Marco Sis TORRINGTON 
Hal Le Roy Stete (1) 15 Only 
tenald & Rudy Jordan & Parvis 
Oriental (i) 12 Kio & Rogers 
Mine & Ling Edith Velee 
Martells & Mignon 3 Jimmie tlusson 
Bob Deu Hi; s Duo 
Carl Sands Ore WASHINGTON 
2 to fill €apitot ‘L) 12 
Regal P) 133 Pritchard & Lord 
Billie Holliday ; D's 
Jay Burkhart Ore Margsret Phelan 
\l Benson Gil Maison 
CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON Joe Chisholm 
Granada (1) 9 Winslow's 
alt sata ot 
tains Tia a S & B Dean 
Duke & Desaxe Lou Nelson 
Erikson jim Penman Co 
MONTREAL Jean Garry 
Gayety (1) € Ed Lambert Co 
Lili &t Cys Phil Irving 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL Maurice French Co 
Tower Circus (t) 9 } Ricordis 
Fredy Knie Kev 
Hosinas Stephenson's Dogs 
Les treddy & Annette’s 
Harry Cireusettes 


Juse Morene Ce ' Little Jimmy 


Ken Morris 
Fred Ferrari 
Arthur Hayes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
Grip 4 
Marriott & 
Wenman 
5 Brahims 
Gene Anderson 
Harry Richards 


Ernie Brooks 

| Elizabeth Gray 
|; Maureen O'Dell 
| Lionel Smith 

| Les Raynor & Betty 
| Liowel King 

2 Virginians 

|; Duo Marno 

| Les Ritchie & 
j Wendy 
Walter Niblo 





. 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


| Birdiana 
Errol Garner 
Bive Angel 
Stan Freeman 
Connie Sawyer 
H Chittison 3 
Bop City 
' Frankie Laine 
George Shearing 5 
Cafe Society 
Rose Murphy 
Ilinois Jaquet 
Cliff Jackson 
China Doli 


Emilio Reyes 
Katharine Chang 
Toy & Wing 
Myra Kim 
Canton Bros 
Copacapane 
Lena Horne 
De Marlos 
M Shaughnessy 
Patricia Adair 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Gloria Leroy 
W. C. Handy 
| Bily Banks 
| Noble Sissle Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilagin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 
Havana-Madrid 
John Laurenz 
Siccardi & Brenda 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nage! Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Johnny Long Ore 
Patti Page 
Hoctor & 
Roger Ray 
Peter Kent Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
Mimi Benvzell 
A & B Lund 
Stanley Melba Ore~ 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Raiph Teferteller 


Hotel Plaza 
Lisa Kirk 
jimmy Savo 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Ore 
Nicolas Mattbey 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Viaureen Cannon 


Hotel Warwick 
| Page Cavanaugh 38 
| Fred Fassler 
{ Hotel Weylin 
Irving Fields 3 
iceland 
Korn Kobblers 
| Saphronie 
Oramae Diamond 
| Ned Harvey Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
Charlivels 
| Linda Lombard 
| Ernestine Mercer 
| Lucienne & Ashour 
Art Waner Or« 
Le Coq Rouge 
| Oscar Calvet Ore 
| Jack Towne Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Myron Cohen 
| Lynn Gately 
kay Carroll 
| Lyda & Yonni 
Frank Stevens 
| Hollywood Beauties 
Macombo 
Dorothy Ross 
Vicki Sunday 
Gordon Andrews 
Johnny & George 
Monte Carlo 
Dick Gaspare Ore 
| La Playa 6 
Nightcap 
Alex D’Arcy 
Ann Hathaway 
Dell Parker 
Darrell Twins 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
| The Holidays 
Paul Lynde 
Downey & Fonviile 
| Hazel Webster 
| Old Knick 
Paul Killiam 
Janie Stevens 
Frank Wayne 
Bill Meigs 
Clara Cedrone 
Herbert Kingsley 
Jack Galvin 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanien 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Denisovs 
Gaye Dixon 
Joe LaPorte 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Four Tones 
Beverly Dennis 
Glen Abbott 
Penthouse 
Bill Tabbert 
Sheila “uyvse 
Ruban Bleu 
| Bibi Osterwald 
Mervyn Nelson 
Michael Brown 
3 Rifis 
| Jo Hurt 
Julius Monk 
' Norman Paris 3 
Savannah 
Manhattan Paul 
Shotsie Davis 
Andre & Dortheo 
Tini Benson 
Lucille Dixon Ore 
Versailles 
Edith Piaf 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 


Ore 


> ; 
Ramoni Orc Naney Niland 
Hotel St Regis Mary Ellen 4 
Rosalind Courtright De Leon & Ryder 
Laszlo & Pepito Geo Moore 
lilt Shaw Ore Bobby Peters Ore 
Alan Holmes Orc 
Hotel Shelbourne Village Vanguard 
Kave Ballard Stella Brooks 
Herb Jeffries flack Fletcher 
Reachcombers Ellis Larkin 3 
Cy Coleman Joan Shaw 
Clarence Williams 
Hote! Statler Watdorf-Astoria 
Frankie Carle Ore Dinesh Shore 
Hote! Taft Emil Coleman Ore 
Vincent Lopez Ore’ Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Arnoid Shoda 
Jack Tvyeett Morgan 3 
janet Campbell Dou Duffy 
Deon Sherman Harper Flaherty 
Jovce Harley Bob Fitzgerald 
lean Stanle S! ig Blyvdears 
S my Shore eck Raffloer 
Eddie Howard Ors Buddy Rust 
Blackstone Hotel jerry Mapes 
Beatrice Kay Frank Masters Ore 
Dick LaSelile Ore Palmer House 
. Chee faree Billy DeWolfe 
red Lewis Chandra Kaly Derg 
(re Idine DuBois Bella Kremo 
Paul White Rex Ramey 
Eli Peace F e O'Neil Ore 
Reed Sis Sherman Hotel 
(ee Davidson Ore lece Inn 
Monchito Ore Story 
Helsings Ph Gehrig 
Lenny Colyer von Weismulier 
Nancy Wright Christine Nelson 
2 Madcaps Carmen Albino 
Don Bradfield Norman Fields 
Eilly Chandler Ore Frank Wagner 
Hotel Bisinarck Ward Garner 
5 Daydreamers Kenneth Remo 
Joe Isbell Eileen Green 
Bill Bennett Ore Cliff Norton 
H Edgewater Beach Carolyn Gilbert 
Wiles Les Weinrott 
Continental Vera Gahan 
Comiques Bill Snyder Ore 


Karen Ford 

Melody 3 

Hild Starlets 

George Olsen Ore 
Hotel Stevens 

‘Joan Hyidoft 


Vine Gardens 
Gloria Van 
Jackie Green 
Glorianna & Leng 
| Mel Cole Ore 
' Pancho Ore 
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Palace, X. ¥. 

Three Wellies, 
Great DeLage & Shirley, Three 
Wiles. Dick Drake, Cabot & Dres- 





den, Guy Kibbee, Roulettes, Don 
Alvert’s Paiace Orch; “Traveling 
Saleswoman:” reviewed in VARIETY 
Dec. 28 

Palace this week presents 4 


entertaining lineup of 
eight acts in conjunction with the 
film. “Traveling Saleswoman,” and 
seems to be maintaining a steady 


pleasantls 


pull on patrons who like old-style 
vaude in heavy doses along with 
films. House was well-filled when : 
caug early Friday (6) evening. 
Show is launched on the usual 
e Three Welles, a tum- 
D gs and balancing act consisting 
of two dullyteostumed girls and a 
male understander. They perform 
amentals and a few un- 
l ks, winding up with the 
. e-hig Jo Downs is 
in the deuce doing the same vocal 
and dance act he’s been working 
with between films for years. It’s a 
bright turn Great Delage & 
Shirley. Three Wiles, Dick Drake, 
Guy Kibbee and the Roulettes all 
are covered in detail ‘New Acts). 


Cabot and Dresden are a smart- 
looking and working ballroom team 
that does its stuff in a full stage 
setting. They work out two grace- 
fully and neatly executed routines, 
the of which seems slightly 
overlong, incorporating a number 
expected and unexpected lifts 
and spins. A good act. Wood. 


C nct 
nrst 


of 


Palomar, Seaitie 
Seattle, Jan. 5. 
Phillips & Evelyn, Zarate & Pa- 
ita, Pat Rooney, Sr.; Ray Eng- 
sh, Pied Pipers, Ray Watkins 
orch (8); “Red, Hot and 
(Par). 


—t ed 


nowuse 


— 


7 * 
LUE 


This- first in the series of big 
shows at the Palomar will be a 
hard one to top. Sparked by the 
Pied Pipers’ top melodics and Pat 
Rooney’s tried and true routines, 
the show is a boff from start to 
finish. Ray Watkins’ augmented 
(from former 5) pit band adds 
to the entertainment to round it 
out 

Phillips and Evelyn open with 
a balancing routine that would be 


a top turn on any bill; synchro- 
nized and finished down to the 
least detail, their act has a boff 


finish in Phillips’ one-handed lift 
of Evelyn from a prone position 
and up to his feet. Zarate and Pa- 
quita drew a nice hand for their 
songs and Zarate’s fiddling. 

Pat Rooney, on third, 
changed anything. He takes 
little easier than he did, say 
vears ago. but he still sells 
soft shoe to “Daughter of Rvsie 
O'Grady,” “It Seems Like Old 
Times” and “Tea For Two” in 
great fashion. winding up with an 
imitation of Joe Frisco that drew 
a big hand. 

Ray English has elevated the 
prattfall almost to an art. All of 
his patter, songs and impersona- 
tions are built around falls and he 
does a great job. Impersonations 
of Humphrey Bogart, Gene ‘Kelly 
and a drunken acrobat are fast and 
hilarious and he winds up with a 
rib-tickling version of how a bebop 
dance began. 

The Pied Pipers, with Virginia 


hasn’t 
it a 
30 


Maxie ably stepping into June Hut- 


ton’s place, start off with “Shine” 


and go into a medley of tunes, in- | 


cluding “I'll Never Smile Again,” 
“Trolley Song,” “Dream,” and 
“Yes, We 
top the bill handily. 
scores nicely in “Herman” with 
the boys joining to really wrap it 
up, and the quartet winds up with 


a top novelty tune based on Vir- 


ginia’s problems with three men, 
that is a sock finish. Reed. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Dec. 3. 
Merry Macs (4). Gary Morton, 
Roy Smeck, Gautier’s “Exvess Br~- 
gage,”’ Winton & Diane, Les Rho? 
House Orch; “Always Leave Them 
Laughing” (WB). 


Components of the show on tap 
this week add up to satisfactory 
‘fare for the vaude fans. 

Well staged stint of the Merry 
Macs, radio quartet who handle 
themselves with ease. and show- 
manship for “in flesh” appearance, 
goes for full mitt measure. Blend- 
ing in of the arrangements keep 
— building for maximum impact. 
Novelty is added via dance bits 
worked into nostalgic song pattern. 
Hillbilly number and ‘Just Around 
the Corner” also standouts. 

Gary Morton is okay on the in- 
tros and in own slot purveys a 
well versed series of standard im- 
preshes, plus trumpet work and a 
mixture of familiar and fairly new 
gags for healthy returns. 

Gautier’s canines, billed as “Ex- 
cess Baggage,” almost romp off 
with the proceedings. Tricks of 
the group under Ann Gautier’s 
guidance keep the gasps and the 


| 


his | 


palming coming in steady stream. 


nation with trainer, for maximum 
results. . 

Tap work of Winton and Diane 
sets well with the stubholders as 
did the Roy Smeck array of 
stringed tunemaking. The vet per- 
former sells his ukulele, banjo and 
guitar strummings in usual skilled 
presentation. 

Les Rhode and house orch 
turned in apt job on the back- 
groundings Lary. 





Casino. Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 6. 
Doneaan. 3 Rockets. 
er, Al Schenk, Joe Ster- 
ling, Jimmie Cameron, Charles 
Gregory Girls (18), house orch; 

“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col), 


Dorothu 
Larry Fost 


Current layout is swift-paced for 
sock reception on playing values 
that saw every act crowding for 
top honors and begoffs when 85- 
minutes session caught. Dorothy 
Donegan, held over, presold on her 
keyboard accomplishments. She 
displayed her usual piano virtuosi- 


ty, coupled with some exuberant 
vocals, that had the boogie-beat 


fans in a frenzy for more. Over 
solid for precision hoofing were 
The Three Rockets, with some 


nifty challenge stepping, but it is 
their disciplined concerto trio work 
that brought the boom response. 
Another potent click on talent 
| and personality is Larry Foster, in 
\for good-natured song mimicry 
that had the enthusiastic audience 
pleading for more. His robust 
repertoire, using the juke box de- 
vice of introducing, included 
Vaughn Monroe, Perry Como, Car- 
men Lombardo, Tony Martin and 
Frankie Laine; all excellent and 
over for solid returns. Also well 
up in front on audience kudos is 
Al Schenk for sophisticated yarn- 
spinning, song satires and dance 
parodies, 
| Line opens in a boudoir number 
in full stage based on “Singing in 
the Bathtub,” complete with 
bubble-bath, a polite but tease 
towelling routine, and a nice high- 
kick finish in fetching negligees. 
Kids are back for a startling totem 
pole drill, with fluorescent lighting 
interludes, that are an effective 
spectacle. Jimmy Cameron, on 
for vocals in the two dance pro- 
duction numbers, splits the m.e. 
duties with Joe Stersng. Whole 
package is one of best in weeks 


here. McStay. 
nimemmnncasiiiiien 
| . . 
Fox, St. Louis 
St. Louis, Jan. 7. 
Ala Ming, Dawn Sisters (2), 


Burns and White, Fred Sanborn, 
The Six Langs, Ray Wencil, John 
Paul Lebel, Joe Schirmer; Frank 
Panus Orch; “Trapped” (EL). 


| John Paul Lebel, a diminutive 
tenor with swell pipes and plenty 
of know how is copping top honors 
in the current layout that is re- 
_plete with entertainment values. 
Lebel mixes the classics with the 
pop stuff and scored solidly with 
“Sweethearts,” “Berceuse” and 
“The Song Is You.” Runnerup to 
| Lebel is Fred Sanborn, xylophon- 
‘ist with a comedy flair who won 
the mob with his serious interp of 
“Shine,” “I Can Dream, Can’t I” 
and “Harvest Moon.” 

Bill is opened by Ala Ming, a 
shapely Chinese femme who has a 


hoop, juggles three Indian clubs 
while twirling a hoop on one foot 
and then climaxes her stint with a 
;split and a back somersault. The 
customers rewarded with a merited 
| mitt. 

| The Dawn Sisters dish out a 
|clicking comedy ballet routine 
‘with the smaller gal, a continuous 
gum chewer pulling some clever 
prattfalls and most of the rough 
house stuff. In the next slot 
Burns and White, song and dance 
team scored with their interp of 
\“Who Do You Think I Am,” 
“You'll Never Know” and “Let’s 
Swing” in addition to some swell 
tap steps and acro stuff. And the 
gal also won the mob with a bur- 
lesk of a strip tease dancer but 
holding it mild. The Six Langs, 
evenly divided between gals and 
lads are a sprightly teeter board 
sextet that is climaxed when the 
smallest gal, blindfolded, is capa- 
pulted into the air for a two and a 
half back somersault to land in a 
14-foot high perch chair held by 
one of the lads. 

Ray Wencil, the monologist, 
could use some new stuff and most 
of his chatter is of the ancient corn 
variety. However, he executes a 
tap routine while strumming a 
tiny uke and the mob apparently 
forgave him for the corny chatter. 

Joe Schirmer, the band’s tal- 
ented banjoist, closed the session 
by whamming over “When Day Is 
Done” and “Banjo Boogie” on his 
favorite instrument. Sahu. 


Johnny Downs, /The mutts work in perfect coordi- | 


Have No Bananas” to neat tight wire act on which she | 
Virginia Maxie ¢xecutes some dance steps, skips a 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 7. 
Louis Prima Orch, Keely Smith, 
Jimmy Vincent, Martin & Florenz, 
the Honey Bros.; “Without Honor” 
(UA). 





Always a prime fave in this town, 
Louis Prima and his orchestra 
knock themselves out to please 
the stubholders at the FEarie. 
Prima’s showmanship may have a 
high corn content, but it pays off, 
| particularly with his following, 
‘which is always enthusiastic. He's 
‘virtually in-and-out here all year 
‘around, with appearances at such 
spots as the Click and Palumbo’s, 
in addition to the vaude house. 

Playing for hisespecial devotees, 
Prima offers all the tunes that 
have kept him up there through 
the years. “White Cliffs of Dover” 
lets loose the bedlam. With the 
leader turning Pied Piper, he leads 
his musicians from the stage and 


up and down the aisles of the 
house, giving his patrons their 


kicks, right in their seats. 

‘The gravel-voiced comedy-mae- 
stro leads the orchestral choir 
through such Prima standards as 
“Oh Marie,” “Oh, Mama,” “The 
Flame,” “I No Wanna” and “Yes, 
We Have No Bananas.” This last 
item is supplemented by Prima 
tossing candy bananas out into the 
stalls. Prima’s pressagent tried 
to make a tie-up with United Fruit 
Co. to toss real bananas out into 
the audience, but the Fruit Com- 
pany didn’t like the song origin- 
ally, they said and refused to en- 
courage its revival. 

Keely Smith, who is a looker as 
well as a lark, lets loose with her 
pipes on_“Charley, My Boy,” “Em- 
braceable You,” “The Hucklebuck”’ 
and an Indian arrangement. Jimmy 
Vincent, Prima’s showy traps-man, 
takes off for a drum cadenza dur- 
ing the playing of “Dark Eyes.” 

In the supporting array, Martin 
and Florenz, a pair of puppeteers, 
fare best with their can-can danc- 
ing dolls, and their takeoff on Sad 
Sack and the Army sgt. They also 
offer puppet impressions of Jimmy 
Durante and Carmen Miranda. The 
Honey Bros., who never relax a 
minute on stage, are a flashy trio 
of acrobatic terpers. Gagh. 


Orpheum. K.C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 6. 

Three Suns, Penny Singleton, 
Ross Wyse, Jr., and Peggy Wo- 
mack, The Four Evans, Biily Rayes, 
Gil Torres and House Orch (11); 
“There’s a Girl in My Heart” 
| (Mono). 


| Vaude is back after many years 
'in this house, which once was the 
talent flagship of the area for two 
decades. This time it is under the 
Fox Midwest management, and 
marks a major policy move for 
the circuit. After thoroughly re- 
-furbishirg the house last fall, cir- 


| 
| on established name of records, 


stage and air. Threesome weaves | 


‘in goodly quota of fun around their | 


_and story in song built on montage 


standard rendition of ‘Hindustan” 
and theme, “Twilight Time;” they 
add vocal work to “A, Adorable,” | 


‘of pop tune fragments. It’s their 


| cuit has used house as a showcase | 


for topfight films and had a fling 
at legit. Now it is trying vaude, 
this bill being the first of three 
weeks of bookings on an experi- 
mental basis. If these click, vaude 
will be a frequent entry although 
probably not a week-in-week-out 
policy. 

The circuit is doing it up brown, 
with name attractions and strong 


inning, and they make it a big one’ 
with solid approval from the cus- 
tomers. 

Week's gross headed for hefty 
figures, even though 1,847 seats 
are not too ample, and vaude has 
made a step toward firm footing 
with this entry. Quin. | 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 7. | 
Vanderbilt Bros. (2), Eddy 
Manson, Viola Layne, Ritz Bros. 
(3), Louis Basil orch; “Always 
Leave Them Laughing.” (WB). 


With the exception of the open- 
ing act and the Ritz Bros., rest of 
this one-week bill seems weak. 
Perhaps the interjection of the 
headliners throughout the show 
might do something to pep up the 
bill but, as is, until the last 20 
minutes, things proceed at a slow 
pace. 

Vanderbilt Bros. have several 
attention-holding acro tricks as a 
single hand head stand and back- 
ward shoulder stand somersault, 
but could achieve better reception 
with buildup for stunts. At pres- 
ent, it looks all too easy. Eddy 
Manson has the usual repertoire 
of harmonica players and while he 
acquits himself well, a refurbish- 
ing of his library would be bene- 
ficial. He gets his biggest hand 
on boogie duoing with Rudy Wag- 
ner, pianist, on “St. Louis Blues.” 

Viola Layne, well stacked bru- 
net, uses a somewhat original idea 
with interspersing her vocal im- 
pressions around a flash back to 
high school days. However, most 
of her carbons are faint except for 
Rose Murphy. Her closer, embel- 
lished with wig and hat, of Mae 
West singing “Come Up and See 
Me Somtime” gets her off neatly. 

While the Ritz Bros. delve in 
the dirt and swish bits overlong, 
zany characters still break up the 
house. After a mumble-jumble 
opening the trio recall their rise 


| to success through the old days at 
ithe Palace-—that 


is, Palace, Hart- 
Their repeat from the 
“Snow White and Seven 
with Harry Ritz as the 
wicked queen is still hilarious. 
Group intermixes “Some En- 
chanted Evening,” “Marie,” and 
others to bring a present-day touch 
to the scene. Brothers have a new 
closer, a takeoff on the present 
crop of French male _ crooners. 
which has little song, but a great 
deal of misinterpretation of the 
French language heavily laden 
with borscht. Louis Basil house 
orch backs tightly. Zabe. 


ford, Conn. 
films of 
Dwarfs” 


Orpheum. L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Jimmy Troy, Tommy & Jeanne 
Mahoney, Norwood Smith, Andre 
& Delphine, Clifford Guest, Ted & 
Flo Vallett, Georgie Kaye, Stump 
& Stumpy, Rene Williams house 


‘orch (10) with Herb Kern; “Body- 


support throughout the bill, on a/| 


very respectable budget, 
credit of all concerned. In 65 min- 


to the) 


|utes this assemblage is pleading a) 


| strong case for vaude, as it’s a fast- 
moving, solid entertainment pack- 
age from open to close. 

The Gil Torres house orch 
works on-stage and starts show off 
with brief “South Pacific’ medley, 
with Billy Rayes doubling as m.e. 
Four Evans take stage as first 
standard turn and hit a lively pace 
from first step. Mom and Pop, Sis 
/and Sonny run the gamut of tap, 

youngsters opening with 

modern number, parents following 
with a yesteryear softshoe. 
takes a turn at acro adagio, men 
come through with a shoe-kicking 

tap, and family winds up with a 

challenging session. Rayes is then 

on solo for his own turn of mo- 
nology and hat tossing, juggiing the 
while he gives his “impersonations 

which are not imitations.’ He’s a 

smooth performer and has the 

house with him all the way. 

Following her recent exit from 
radio, Penny Singleton is taking 
her case to the public, wrapping 
it up in song, dance and chatter. 
She makes a full-fledged vaude 
turn of her entry, rather than any 
semblance of an approach as a film 
player, out between pictures. In 
this role.she is surprisingly capa- 
ble at both vocal and terp, and 
customers readily lend her a hand. 
Next to closing Ross Wyse and 
Peggy Womack pick up the com- 
edy assignment, and hold it to high 
level laughter with their long- 
standard turn of wisecracks and 
acro nonsense. 

The Three Suns, Morty and Al 
Nevins and Artie Dunn, make their 
first appearance in K.C., socking 
home the closing spot with their 
| accordion-guitar-organ combo, now 


a fast) 


Sis | 


hold” (Col), 

Current vaude bill offering has 
some good acts mixed in with 
standard turns. Heading up the 
top spots are a very clever ventrilo- 
quist and the closing comedy-dance 
team. 

Clifford Guest, playing his first 
local date, although not new to 
the states, is an Australian voice 
manipulator. He has a load of 
tricks that make his act a refresh- 
ing 14 minutes of solid chuckles. 
It stands well above usual ven-. 
triloquist turn. 

The patter is smart, as are the 
stunts. Included is an echo busi- 
ness that comes over niftily. The 
hunting sequence, a drinking bit, 
a broken record, the extremely 
hilarious business of trying to put 
a petulant dummy in his case, and 
the bow-off scene of a crying baby 
= pack an applause-earning wal- | 
op. 

Stump & Stumpy, a tall and 
short Negro team, work with aban- | 
don to rate socko laughs. Whether 
it be a dance, a takeoff on other 
personalities or just plain tomfool- 
ery, the boys belt their offering at 
the risibilities and hit it square 
on the button. 

Georgie Kaye occupies the seven 
spot with plenty of good patter, 
At show caught, he played to a 
“Missouri” audience but before 
winding his stint had them re- 
sponding to fastly-paced gags and 
routines. His impressions of a 
near-blind taxi driver and a wacky 
psychiatrist are expert clowning. | 

Kickoff act on the bill is Jimmy 
Troy and his high trapeze. This 
is a turn that usually plays ear- 
nivals and tent shows but fits 
handily onto a vaude Stage. Troy 
grabbed solid returns with some 
daring thrill stuff that caught au- 


,dience fancy. He does his stint in} 





a ragamuffin tramp outfit that adds 
to comedy flavor. 


Tommy & Jeanne Mahoney are 
a fresh tap dance team, nicely eos. 
tumed and equipped with good rou. 
tines. Andre & Delphine supply 
fancy. adagio lifts and twirls as 
their contribution to the bill, 
Batoneer team of Ted & Flo Vali. 
lett is almost a juggling act in 
the way they kept the batons moy- 
ing. 

Norwood Smith’s good baritone 
voice and personality help put over 
his singing stint. Vocals come 
across nicely and as soon as his 
stage presence adopts a few pro. 


‘jection tricks he’ll have no trou- 


ble selling his wares to an exce}- 
lent response. Enunciation is clear 
and the tones are robust on such 
numbers as “Love Is Sweeping the 
Country,” “These Foolish Things.” 
“Glory Road” and “So In Love 


| With You.” 


Good backstopping for the acts 
is furnished by Rene Williams and 
his pit crew, while Herb Kern and 
the Wurlitzer supply the audience 
sing warmup. Brog 


Army Hassle | 


Continued from page 1 g——! 














ald’s dissatisfaction with hotel 
rooms assigned them as cause of 
the hospital flop. 

Second Army-Raymond tiff oc- 
curred at USFA Palladium, where 
the Blue Danube Network. Army 
web with three outlets in U.S. zone 
of Austria, had set up mikes on 
stage for an advertised two-hour 
broadcast of the show. Raymond, 
emceeing the program, opened 
with a three-minute dissertation to 
2.000 GIs and guests present, em- 
phasizing sacrifices he and other 
troupers had made to tour Europe 
for Air Force. Then, noticing the 
mikes, he walked off and insisted 
they be removed before the show 
continued. He gave “blue” ma- 
terial in his own and other rou- 
tines as reason. 

Station had to hurriedly switch 
to studio turntables, while produ- 
cer Byron Sanders argued fruit- 
lessly with Raymond in the wings. 
Air Force officers backed the net- 
work, insisting the troupe’s con- 
tractual agreement for the trip in- 
cluded broadcasting over non-com 
mercial transmitters. But with 
time a-wasting and audience rest- 
ive, mikes were yanked and show 
proceeded without air. That fouled 
up the 110th Hospital’s arrange- 
ments a second time. When the 
afternoon show had been cancelled 
without notice, special loudspeak- 
er arrangements had been set up 
for all patients to hear show over 
the air New Year's Eve. 

When the troupe arrived at 


|Tulln Air Base in their special 


planes, Raymond and others broad- 
cast through a Blue Danube tran- 
scription without protest, nor did 
he say anything about not wanting 
the actual performance aired. Fric- 
tion began when, arriving in Vien- 
na, the whole company’ was 
brought to the old-fashioned Hotel 
de France, where the Army had 
arranged to house them all under 
one roof. When the Raymonds re- 
fused the suite offered them there 
a hurried switch was made to U. S. 
Army's Hotel Bristol, normally one 
of the town’s swankiest. Next in- 
cident came when the stars were 
uncooperative with U.S. and local 
fotogs. The lens boys quickly got 
the idea and, at a later perform- 
ance, pointedly snubbed Miss Mac- 
Donald and Raymond while snap- 
ping plenty of bulbs on Slapsie 
Maxie, Miss Markoff and others. 


Berle B.0. 
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tor Claghorn (Kenny Delmar), 
Joan Davis and a flock of cther 
performers with big Hoopers. They 
universally failed to measure up 
as pic draws to their power on the 
ether. They've ranged from com- 
plete flops to mediocre successes at 
best. 

Exceptions, in a sense, have been 
Bob Hope and Bing Crosby. Ques- 
tion there is, however, which 
comes first—are they primarily ra- 
dio performers or film players! 
They’ve proved to have unusual 
personalities which get across in 
one medium as well as in the other. 
That hasn't been the case with most 
radio stars. 

In reverse, pic players have 
proved strong Hooperaters on ra- 
dio. In most instances, it is as 
guest stars. “Lux Radio Theatre” 
is a prime example of a show 
which has built a lasting and heavs 
popularity on the basis of pic 
guesters, 
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~—— Opening-Night Discourtesy 


Growing source of annoyance 


at Broadway openings is the in- 


creasing tendency of playgoers to jump up and crowd out the aisles 


the instant the final curtain falls. 


In most instances it blocks the 


vision of those remaining seated and ruins a traditional part of the 


show—the curtain call. In any 


case, it is inconsiderate of other 


members of the audience and a discourtesy to the cast. 
The rush-for-the-exits trend apparently stems from the prac- 


tice of critics, who have early deadlines. 


In the case of reviewers 


for the morning dailies, that may be justifiable, though less so now 
that most premiere curtains have been advanced to 8 or 8:15 p.m. 
It seems less warranted on the part of critics for the evening 
dailies, however, and quite unjustified in the case of reviewers for 
the weeklies, columnists and other scribes without urgent dead- 


lines. . 
As for the other quick-exiters 


, they appear to be primarily the 


me-too brigade, who have an urge to follow the example of the 


style-setting critics. 


That is indicated by the fact that it’s mostly 


the professional premiere hounds who jam up the aisles on the 


heels (or toes) of the critics. 


to visit acquaintances in the cast 
side the theatre and chat, while 
cafes. 


Frequently those who leave so hastily 
seem to have nowhere in particular to go. 


Many flock backstage 
, Some stand on the sidewalk out- 
others wander to restaurants and 


In most cases the rush to be somewhere else, notably less preva- 
lent after second-night or subsequent performances, looks like plain 


ill-manners, 
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U. of Minn. Success With Hasty’ Cues 
Plans for Wide College Use of Legits 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 
Road legit plans that will give 
employment to many young actors 
and actresses is in prospect, as 


consequence of U. of Minnesota’s | 


success with the sending on tour 
of “The Hasty Heart” in coopera- 
tion with Theatre-on-Tour, New 
York, and the New York Theatre 
Guild. 

“The Hasty Heart” tour, which 
the university launched last Sept. 
30, has been so successful that it is 
being extended a minimum of an- 
other six weeks. Also, James F. 
Lombard of the university’s de- 
partment of concerts and lectures, 
is now in New York conferring 
with James Rust of Theatre-on- 
Tour to work out plans whereby 
the latter will produce and pack- 
age plays similar to “The Hasty 
Heart” continuously 
the year, and sell them to univer- 
sities and colleges generally 
throughout the nation. 

Under the plan, colleges buying 


the packages would tour them in| 
their areas the same as-the U. of | 
Minnesota has been touring “The | 
would be | 
dozens of such troupes and a con- | 


Hasty Heart.” There 
tinuous flow of spoken drama for 
both small and large communities 
everywhere. 

As an “experiment” which has 
now achieved success, the U. of 
Minnesota expended $40,000 to 
launch “The Hasty Heart” and tour 
the attraction. Theatre-on-Tour, 
‘New York, and the New York The- 
atre Guild interested themselves in 
the project, with the: Guild doing 
the actual producing, including the 
engaging of an_  all-protessional 
Equity cast. 

Local groups sponsoring the 
“Hasty Heart” engagements have 


(Continued on page 60) 


TALLU FINDS ‘ANGELS’ 
DEEP IN THE HEART OF 


Ft. Worth, Jan. 10. 
Tallulah Bankhead kept an audi- 
ence waiting more than an hour 
for the opening of “Private Lives” 
at the Majestic here Friday night 
'6), but she paid off with a flatter- 
ing curtain speech. Delayed by a 
late train from the previous stand 
in San Antonio, the star caused 
the show to be held until nearly 10 
o'clock, but no one demanded a 
rh ag or left before the final cur- 
ain, 
Actress told the spectators they 
were “just angels” for waiting. 


Exhausted Tufts Bows 
Out of Detroit ‘News’ 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 

Sonny Tufts was forced to can- 
cel his appearance this week in 
the Detroit Civic Light Opera 
production of “Good News.” Star 
was suffering from “exhaustion,” 
't was announced. Donald Burr re- 
placed Tufts in the part of football 
hero, Tommy Marlowe. Burr ap- 
peared in the two previous Civic 
productions this season. He aiso 
Was in the road company of “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” 

Tufts arrived in Detroit Friday 








(6) and was immediately ordered | 


to bed. He came here from a long 


Series of personal appearances in 
Chicago and midwest theatres. 


throughout | 





+ 


Violla Rubber Files In 
Bankruptcy With 8G Loss 


Violla Rubber, personal manager 
and onetime summer stock opera- 
tor, filed a bankruptcy petition last 
week in N. Y. federal court listing 
liabilities of $8,034 and assets of 
$160. Her papers stated there were 
inine unsecured creditors and three 
secured creditors. 
| Largest sum was due Anne Sher- 
man. She has $2,200 coming. 
Debt is secured by rights to a tele- 
‘vision show, “House of Distinc- 
tion,” which Miss Rubber assigned 
her. Other creditors include Julia 
Perlef, an employee of the law firm 
'of Schwartz & Frohlich, $1,000, as 
, well as various doctors, etc. 





Musical Circus 


Set for Tou 


Musical Cireus, tent-show thea- 
tre-in-the-round opened this week 
in Miami by Laurence Schwab and 
St. John Terrell, will be sent on 
tour after the winter season there. 
‘Since the canvas-top setup is out- 
doors, it can be presented on 
rented lots in the various towns 
| played, thereby eliminating rela- 


tively costly percentage deals for 


regular legit theatres. 

Opening bill i.. Miami is ‘Desert 
Song,” after which various other 
{standard operettas and musical 
‘comedies will be done. Most of 
the shows will be former hits for 
iwhich Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
|largest individual backer of the 
| project, authored the books and 
‘lyrics. When the production gets 
‘to Los Angeles, the plan is to 
star Gertrude Niesen in “Annie 
Get Your Gun” for an extended 
run. 

Venture has been financed as a 
limited partnership, with a capi- 
talization of $25,000 and provision 
‘for 20% overcall. General part- 
ners are Schwab and Terrell, and 
the limited partners include Ham- 
merstein, $10,000; Schwab, $5,000; 
radio producer Jerry Devine, 
$5,000: television producer Law- 
rence Schwab, Jr., $1,000, and 
television producer Richard H. 
Berger, $1,006. Angle of the deal 
is that the backers will participate 
in the profits from concessions, 
such as programs, refreshments 
and cloakroom. 

Project is the second such for 
Terrell. who introduced the tent- 
show idea for operettas last sum- 
mer at Lambertsville, N. J. 





Mary Martin’s Son Gets In 
His Field Work in Dallas 


Dallas, Jan. 10. 

Larry Hageman, 17-vear-old 
son of Mary Martin, has arrived 
here to spend the next six weeks 
as one of the production assistants 
for Theatre ‘50, as field work for 
academic credit in the drama at 
Columbia U in New York. 

He also has a walkon rof€, that 
of a Western Union messenger 
in the current production, “My 
‘Granny Van.” 


‘Sky’ in Dallas Stock 


Dallas, Jan. 10. 

Moss Hart’s “Light Up the Sky” 
will be presented here by the Ed- 
ward Rubin Studio Players Feb. 
22-25 for the formal opening of 
The Playhouse. 
| will direct. 
' “The Male Animal” will be the 
first production by the group in 
the newly-acquired theatre. 








Record Number of Angels, 
95, Supplied the $100,000 
Backing for ‘Lay Me Down’ 


What’s believed to be a record 
number of angels—95—has_ sup- 
plied the $100,000 backing for 
“Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep,” 
Elaine Ryan dramatization of the 
Ludwig Bemelmans novel, which 


George Nichols, III, and Nancy 
Stern will present on  Bread- 
way in February, with Fred- 


ric March and Florence Eldridge 
starred. Most of the investments 
are in slices of $500 and $1,000, 
with a few of $2,000 and two each 
at $2,500 and $3,000. 

General partners are Nichols, 
Miss Stern and Hume Cronyn, the 
latter staging the production after 
having held the rights to the script. 
None of the three is listed as an 
investor. Limited partners listed 
and the amounts of their invest- 
ments include Lenore Tobin, the- 
atre party agent; Clinton Wilder, 
producer; Bill Stern, sportscaster; 
David O. Selznick; Nedda Harri- 
gan, wife of director Joshua Logan; 
William Weintraub, ad agency 
owner; James R. Stroock and A. B. 
Blumberg, theatrical costumers, 
$500 each. 

Also Mrs. Marshall Field; for- 
mer Ambassador Joseph E. Davies; 
'Anthony Brady Farrell, producer 
and theatre owner; Herman Bern- 
stein, representing Leland Hay- 
ward and Joshua Logan; William 
Harrigan, actor; Dwight Deere 
Wiman, producer; Anne Connolly 
Lester, ex-showgirl, daughter of 


-|Mrs. Logan, $1,000 each; Jack Sil- 


|verman, nitery owner; Alden 
|S. Blodgett, husband of Cornelia 
{Otis Skinner; Morris M. Schrier, 
| representing Music Corp. of Amer- 
‘ica; Winston O’Keefe, tele pro- 
| ducer, representing a_ syndicate; 
Billy Rose; Joseph Mankiewicz, 
film writer-producer, $2,000 each, 
and Ben Marden, theatre owner, 
| $2,500. 

Number of the backers are rel- 
atives of the co-producers and 
many are socialites. Various are 
non-New Yorkers, one being a res- 
ident of Honolulu. 


‘STAINED’ BACKERS PUT 
UP $75,000 FOR SHOW 


Major backer of “Design for a 
Stained Glass Window,” 





ton, has been supplied by Mar- 
garet M. Olsen, with a $51,250 
share. She _ reportedly put up 


$125,000 of the financing for the) 


Hunt Stromberg revival of “Sally” 
two seasons ago. Her income is 
said to derive from Blatz beer in- 
terests. 

“Design” is capitalized at $75,- 
000, with Jack Segasture the sole 
general partner. An _ actor, Se- 
gasture is also listed as a limited 
partner, with an investment of $20,- 
250. Balance of the coin was sup- 
plied by several non-show business 
names in token amounts. 

Show is being presented by OBS 
Productions, in which Mrs. Olsen, 
co-author William Berney and Se- 
gasture are partnered. 


ANTA Belasco Lease 
Likely Within 3 Weeks 


Washington, Jan. 1 

Possibility that a lease for the 
old Belasco theatre here may be 
consummated within the next 
three weeks between American 
National Theatre & Academy and 
the Government is becoming 
stronger as dickering continues. 
At present, it is understood, only 
details on some minor issues re- 
main to be ironed out before 
ANTA inks’ the pact which will 
permit it to operate the old le- 
giter. It’s estimated that renova- 
tions would take from three to four 
months and that the house would 
be ready for operation thereafter. 





Counsel for ANTA huddled last | 


week with Governmergt officials 
and progress was reported. 


Aaron Spelling | 


which | 
opened a tryout this week in Bos- | 








| Life With ‘Father’ 


“The Father,’ Strindberg 
revival closing Saturday night 
(14) after 69 performances at 
| the Cort, N. Y., is now the 

sixth-longest-run straight play 
| on Broadway. As such, it was 
included in the “Golden 
Dozen” shows listed last 
Sunday (7) on the drama page 
of the N. Y. News. 

Fact that a flap show made 
the paper’s longrun list is fig- 
ured another indication of the 
growing hit-or-flop tendency in 
legit. 


j 
i 
| 
| 
| 





Wiman Joins 


; 


 Eeavy Investors 


| 
| 





Dwight Deere Wiman, whose 
“Dance Me a Song” revue is cur- 
rently trying out on the road, be- 
comes one of the heaviest investors 
in legit with this production. With 
a personal outlay of $164,500 in the 
show, besides smaller slices in 
various current and forthcoming 
productions of other managements 
(and not including the nearly $50,- 


000 he put up last season for his | 


|The Big Knife’’ presentation), he’s 


| figured to have almost $200,000 in- | 


vested in legit 
moment. 
cept Anthony Brady Farrell, can 
make that statement. 

| Partnership setup for “Dance,’ 
\like that of most Wiman produc- 
tions, is unusual. For one thing, 
there are four general partners 
j;and only two limited partners. 
| Moreover, only one of the general 
| partners is an investor. Besides 
| Wiman, the general partners are 
his managers, Forrest C. Haring 
|and J. H. Del Bondio, and his office 
| assistant, Lina Abarbanell. Sole 
|limited partner, besides Wiman, is 
|his brother, industrialist Charles 
| Deere Wiman, investing $10,500. 
| Show is financed at $175,000. 

| With nearly $200,060 riding on 
|/current and incoming productions, 
| Wiman easily tops Howard S. Cull- 
{man in the size of his legit stake. 
| However, he still trails Farrell, 
| who supplied half of the $200,000 
bankroll for the Theatre Guild’s 
current tryout, “Arms and the 
Girl,” put up $95,000 of the $100,- 


’ 





000 budget for ‘Texas, L’il Dar- 


a) 


lin’,” at his own Hellinger theatre, | 


N. Y., and has assorted size shares 
in a dozen or so other shows on 
the boards or in preparation. 

Another major legit investor, but 
on a less publicized basis, is Leland 
Hayward, with sizable stakes in 
“Mister Roberts,” “South Pacific,” 
“Rat Race,” Joshua Logan’s forth- 
coming “The Wisteria Trees,” 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
‘Lost in the Stars,’ the recently 
closed “Anne of the Thousand | 
Days,” and several others, mostly | 
in the name of his general man- 
ager, Herman Bernstein. 


‘Chaillot’ 266 in Year; 
‘Larry’ Folds for $80,000 


| 

| 

| “Madwoman of Chaillot,” which 
closed Saturday night (7) at the 
Royale, N. Y., and started its tour 
this week in Philadelphia, earned 
ia profit of approximately $26,000 
| on its year’s run on Broadway. The 
| original investment of $60,000 was 
repaid, and there are undistrib- 
|uted profits consisting of about 
$17,000 cash reserve, plus $9,000 in” 
¥union bonds. 

“Happy as Larry,’ which folded 
Saturday (7) at the Coronet, N. Y.., 
represented an estimated loss of 
about $80.000. It was financed for 
$75,000, but had a heavily losing 
tryout week in Boston and failed 
to draw attendance after its Fri- 
day night (6) opening on Broad- 
way. 


| 
| 





Buff. Booking Switches 


Buffalo, Jan. 10 

Two cancellations and one addi- 
tion to the booking schedule of 
the Erlanger are announced. “As 
You Like It” and ‘Finians’ Rain- 
bow” are out. 

Brock Pemberton’s 
iry’s Etchings” 
week of Jan. 23. 


“Mr. Bar- 
is added for the 


offerings at the | 
No other bankroller, ex- | 





Authors Take 75% Tryout Slice; 
Expect Other Moves to Cut Costs 


+ First direct action in what is 


|aimed as a widespread campaign 
to reduce legit production costs 
was taken by the Dramatists Guild 
yesterday (Tues.) in adopting a cut 
'in author royalties on losing out- 
of-twon tryout engagements of 
Broadway production. Although 
the move was conceded by play- 
wright Robert E. Sherwood to be 
“only a drop in the bucket,” he 
sees it as important, “since it is 
the first drop and may lead to a 
lot more such drops.” 

The royalty slice, suggested by 
a sub-committee of the Committee 
of Theatrical Producers, becomes 
effective next June 1 and _ will 
remain in force a year, regardless 
of whether any other talent or 
craft union, guild or group makes 
similar concessions. However, 
there was some_ discussion. at 
yesterday’s Guild council meeting 
as to whether the royalty cut 
should be made contingent on 
Waivers by other groups or con- 
cessions theatre terms. 

The stipulated reduction may 
amount to as much as 75% of 
author royalties on shows having 
an overall loss during the tryout 
period, but is limited to a three- 

(Continued on page 60) 


Pacific’ Record 
1G Advance 


Advance sale for “South Pacific” 
has now reached $700,000. Since 
that figure excludes broker allot- 





ments, which amount to more than ° 


75% of the lower floor and some 
of the upstairs seats four out of 
five weeks, it’s estimated that the 
Sale is virtually clean for the next 
six or seven months. No such 
sale has ever ben known before. 
Demand for tickets for the show, 
instead of tapering off, is appar- 
ently still increasing. Call for 
house seats is just about as much 
a headache as ever, and there has 
never failed to be a sellout line 
for standing room _ admissions 
when the boxoffice opens at 10 
o'clock every day at the Majestic, 
N. Y. Line usually starts form- 
ing before 7 a.m., even in the 
worst weather. Every seat, in- 
cluding boxes, has been sold and 
there has been the limit of 
standees at every performance 
since the opening last April. 
According to co-author and co- 
producer Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
the situation has now reached a 


state of hysteria. “The show 
couldn't possibly be that good,” 
he says. “It’s just become some- 


thing people think they've got to 
see.” 


STONE STOOPS TO SPLIT 
HIS PANTS IN ‘CONQUER’ 


Ezra Stone experienced an ac- 
tor’s nightmare last week. Appear- 
ing in the all-star revival of “She 
Stoops to Conquer,” at the N. Y. 
City Center, he split his pants wide 
open onstage. Moreover, he did it 
not once but twice and, what was 
worse, didn’t at first realize his 
predicament either time. 

Incident was plainly visible from 
out front, but since.Stone was 
playing a broad comedy part, he 
didn’t realize the significance of 
the audience’s hysterical laughter 
until one of the other cast mem- 
bers whispered the explanation. 
Actor had the pants sewed together 
during the intermission, but they 
split again in the second act and 
once more he had to be told what 
had happened. 


Trial’ Being Readied For 
Ist London Production 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

Frank Sundstrom, star and di- 
rector of “The Trial,” which had 
its first showing in English transla- 
tion at the Pasadena Playhouse 
last month, has taken off for Lon- 
don to prepare a British showing 
of the Franz Kafka play March 1. 
He was accompanied by George 
Jenkins, production designer. 

Sundstrom and his wife trans- 
lated the play into English. “The 
Trial” is scheduled for Broadway 








, production late in the Fail. 
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it Bits 

the Detroit Civic Light Opera... 
Jack Schlissel is company mana- 
ger and James Proctor agent for 
\“The Man,” with Ben Kornzweig 
associate on that show and “Death 
of a Salesman” . 
associate of Sel Jacobson on “Vel- 
vet Glove” and “Old Beat-Up 
Woman.” 

Stanley Nelson, Broadway legit 
actor, will play the role of Pro- 
fessor Damon in “The Male Ani- 
mal” for the Edward Rubin Studio 
Players in Dallas, Jan. 26... . 
Rube Rabinovitch out ahead of 
Ballets de Paris... Julia Sze, who 
designed the costumes for Kermit 
Bloomgarden’s “The Man,” is the 
daughter of S. K. Alfred Sze, for- 
mer Chinese Ambassador in Wash- 
ington and London. 


Although she herself had been 
{ll for several days last week, Mary 
O'Fallon took some injections and 
went on Saturday night (7) as 
understudy for the ailing Nanette 
Fabray in “Arms and the Girl,” 
in Philadelphia, scoring a hit with 
the audience, company and direc- | 
tor Rouben Mamoulian. Actress- 
singer drew attention last season 
when she pinch-hit for the femme 
lead in “Finian’s Rainbow” in Chi- 
cago... Jeseph James was a simi- 
lar hit Sunday night 8) when he 
substituted for the first time for 
Todd Duncan as lead in “Lost in 
he Stars,” at the Music Box, N. ¥. 
Regularly a member of the singing 
chorus, James was overcome with 
emotion when he received an ova- 





tion at the final cuftain.. tel , 
Hector associate p.a. with arry S B ° 

Hyams on “Member of the Wed- how usiness Who S$ Who 
ding.” 


Ruth Ford will be guest speaker 
at the American National Theatre 
and Academy’s weekly roundtable 
Friday (13 . Rhoda Bartholo- 
mew has joined the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy staff 


Represented in Backers 
Of $100,000 ‘Rat Race’ 


Virtually a who's who of show 


. The Artillery Lane theatre,|, | ; z nay” wy 
St. Pind nq Fla., opened last backers of ‘The Rat Race. List 
week with “Happy Birthday” .' includes names from legit films, 
The Cirque playhouse, Seattle, cafes and advertising in New 
Wash., opened Jan. 5 with “Spring- York, Hollywood and elsewhere. 


time for Henry” .. . Keith Har- 
rington, a member of the* Strat- 
ford-on-Avon players, leaves today 
(Wed.) for an acting assignment at 
Minn. U. 

Joshua Logan, who returned last 
week from a New Orleans vacation, 
has a $4,000 interest in “Arms and 
the Girl” . . . Dickinson Eastham, 
Ezio Pinza’s understudy in “South 
Pacific,’ is definitely set for the 
part in The road company, in which 
Janet Blair will be the femme lead. 
‘ John D. Mitchell, formerly 
with Samuel French, will be in 
charge of a study-tour of European 
theatre. to be offered next July- 
August by Columbia U... . Edwin 
Lester, managing director of the 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Light Opera companies, arrived 
east last week to line up shows for 
next season. He's especially hot 
to get the touring edition of “South 
Pacific” . The Abbe Practical 
Workshop's production of Edward 


Production, budgeted at $100,000, 
is at the Barrymore, N. Y. Pro- 
ducer Leland Hayward is the sole 
general partner. 

Listed limited partners include 
Warren O'Hara, company manager 
of “‘Mister Roberts,” $2,000; film 
producer Anatole Litvak, $2,000; 
Sue Nabon Noble, mother of direc- 
tor Joshua Logan. $1,000; agents 
Audrey Wood and William Lieb- 
ling, $1,000 each; designer Jo 
Mielziner, $1,000; general manager 
Herman Bernstein, $4,000; Bern- 
stein, representing Hayward and 
Logan, $2,000; theatrical account- 
ant Charles Renthal, $1,000. 

Also, Richard Halliday, husband 
of Mary Martin. $1,000; lighting 
technician Eddie Kook. $2,000; 
producer Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
$1,000; Nancy (Mrs. Leland) Hay- 
ward, $2,000; pressagent Leo Freed- 
man, $1,000; Howard S. Cullman, 


Gilmore’s “Building 222” wiil be $5,000; Morris M. Schrier, repre- 
offered for three performances at senting Music Corp. of America, | 
the Master theatre, N. Y., begin- $5,000; attorney Howard Rein- | 
ning Jan. 31. heimer, $2,000; composer-producer 
Ted Goldsmith, recently ahead Richard Rodgers, $10,000; Daniel 
of “Anne of the Thousand Days,’ O’Shea, president of Vanguard 
has taken over as pressagent for Pictures, $2,000: Hedda Hopper, 
the Chicago company of “Death of $92 000. 
a Salesman,” succeeding Henry ‘ ? Saree eee 
Senber, who persuaded co-pro- Also, Joseph Hazen, representing 


film producer Hal Wallis, $3,000; 
ad executive William Weintraub, 
$1,000; the show's author-director, 
Garson Kanin and his actress- 
wife Ruth Gordon, $4,000; film 
producer William Goetz and his 
wife, $2,000 each; agent Sam Weis- 


ducer Kermit Bloomgarden to let 
him concentrate on special ex- 
loitation for the show ... Mae 
fest won a dismissal in N. Y. su- 
preme court last week of the 
$59,374 judgment recently award- 
ed agent Galen Bogue . Ben 
Irving has joined the staff of Ac- 
tors Equity to check productions 
in rehearsal . . . Jean Dalrymple Lastfogel, wife of the agent, $2.000; 
is holding ad lib “auditions” of producer Dwight Deere Wiman, 
The First Gentleman,” for pros- $1,500; attorney Michael Halperin, 
eye investors . Backers of $9900; Halperin, representing the 
aul Streger’s 1946-47 production William Morris agency, $4.000 
of “Parlor Story” received a 3% 3 : Sle isi : 
refund, representing the stock _ Also, actor Robert Keith. $1.000; 
rights, bringing the total return on film producer Arthur Hornblow, 
the show to 15%. Jr.. $2,000; film writer-producer 
The Leland Haywards planed Bi'ly Wilder. $2,000: James and 
Friday (6), to Paris for a week’s va- Mrs. Larmore, son-in-law and 
cation . . . Donald P. Kurtis will daughter of film writer Charles 
supply his new electronic sound Brackett, $1,000 each; Mrs. Paul 
system for “Now I Lay Me Down Osborn, wife of the scenarist-play- 
to Sleep,” the first Broadway show wright, $1,000; photographer John 
to use it... Herman Shumlin, whe Swope, husband of actress Dorothy 
roduced and directed “The Corn McGuire, $1,000; May Kirshner, 
s Green,” originally on Broadway, sister and representative of Sidney 
has assisted in the staging of the Kingsley, $2,000; Nedda Harrigan 
City Center revival, opening to- (Mrs. Joshua) Logan. $1,000: her 
night (Wed.) . . . Rowland Field, d hter -showgir : 
drama critic of the Newark News aughter, ex-showgirl Anne Con- 
“ “** nolly Lester, $1,000; attorney 
Henry Jaffe, $2,000; novelist-play- 


Albert D. Lasker. $1,000; Mrs. Abe 


planed to Bermuda last week for a 
vacation ... Damage suit for 
$55,000, brought last October by 
dance director Lee Sherman 
against George Brandt, presenter 
of the subway circuit edition of 


ducer Clinton Wilder, $1,000, and 
attorney Jerome Wilzin. $2.000. 





Moan : Mine ——— was 

settled last week. 14? 2 : 
Having completed an assign- Met s Mascherini Making 
ment for the displaced persons Film Bow in ‘Trovatore’ 


committee, Ned Armstrong has re- : ash aae ‘ 
sumed his collaboration with | ae Mascherini, Met baritone 
Padraic Colum on the dratnatiza- | ¥° makes his film bow singing 
tion of the James Joyce “Finne- | ne of the lead roles in “Il Trova- 
an’s Wake”...Ann Lee and_| tore,” Italian film having its U. S. 
ichard Charlton opened their | Preem at the Cinemet, N. Y., next 
winter —. te ee ta bog, - flying to Europe Jan. 27 
(Tues.) at the Sombrero playhouse, for a heavy winter-spring sxed. 
Phoenix, with a presentation of | He'll sing in Milan, Naples, Venice 
“Light Up the Sky,” starring Jean and Rome in February and in Lis- 
Parker, Benay Venuta and Robert bon in March. He'll be back for 
Lowery eee The Assn. of Theatri- a New Orleans appearance in 
eee eal aleteaene | aoe sing in Venezuela in May 
os -.7% |and in Buenos Aires. June and 
~— A pape uaeeee July. He’s due in San Francisco 
a Karl Bernstein pe of “The |if the fall for a two-and-a-half 
inchanted” Ed Scanlon is |™0nth season. 
. He Baritone made his debut at the 
Manager and len Stern agent t 
“Me Widow” | Met this fall, and was given lead 
for the touring rry 
Connell roles in six operas for the contract- 


eo «.« 00 oO" is manager 
and Sisuriee Turet pressagent for ' ed eight weeks. 





Vet Showman Wm. Brady 
Dies at 86; Produced 260 
Shows, Handled Champs 





. .Lewis Harmon | 


business is represented among the | 


bord, $1,500; retired ad executive | 


wright Irwin Shaw, $2.090: nitery | 
owner Joey Jacobson, $2.000:; pro- 


William A. Brady, 86, vet Broad- 
‘way producer and one-time actor, 
'playwright and sports promoter, 
died of a heart ailment at his Park 
‘avenue home in New York, Jan. 6. 
Brady broke into show business in 
the 1880’s as an actor in Bartley 
Campbell's production of “The 
White Slave” and later emerged as 
one of the leading figures in the 
legit field. 

Breaking in on the west coast, 
Brady joined the Joseph R. Gris- 
mer thesping troupe early in his 
career as stage manager and low 
comedian. During this period, he 
appeared on stage with most of 
the great stars of his time who 
travelled west. Later he went to 


Chicago with Lewis Morrison who 
staged “Faust” there before mov- 
ing it to San Franciseo with Henry 
Miller in the lead role. 

Brady soon split away from Morri- 
son, he formed the Webster-Brady 
company with another actor, George 
| Webster, and  ~barnstormed in 
such melodramas as “After Dark.” 
During~ this period, Brady met 
James J. Corbett who joined the 
cast of one of Brady’s productions. 
Afterwards, Brady became Cor- 
bett’s manager and handled him in 
the latter’s victorious heavyweight 
championship bout with John L. 
Sullivan in New Orleans. Brady 
parted company with Corbett after 
the fighter lost the title to James 
J. Jeffries and then managed Jef- 
fries during his titular reign. 


s e 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Jane Sutherland, 19-year-old actress, was literally pulled out of her 


drama classes at Carnegie Tech, Pittsburgh, for the role of the brattish 
young sister in Sarah Churchill-Jeffrey Lynn “Philadelphia Story.” 


‘Gal, whose family moved to Pittsburgh from Boston a year ago, worked 


| playing occasional roles. 


During Corbett’s championship. | 


Brady expanded his theatrical ven- 
tures and presented the fighter in 
London in 1894 in “Gentleman 
| Jack.” He also had the profitable 
road rights to “Trilby” at this 
time. Among the shows he pro- 
duced soon afterwards were “Pret- 
ty Pegsv,” “Foxy Grandpa,” “The 
Law and the Boss.” “Bunty Pulls 
the Strings,” “Clothes,” “The Man 
of the Hour.” “Bought and Paid 
For,” “The White Feather.” “The 
Man Who Came _ Back,” “The 
Whip” and other Drury Lane mel- 
lers. 

In 1911, he opened the Play- 
house, which he built, with “Sauce 
for the Goose,” and a year later 
Brady built the 48th Street the- 
atre, also on Broadway. 
years later, in 1915, he entered the 
film industry as head of the World 
Film Corp. and served as head of 
the National Assn. of the Motion 
Picture Industry from 1915 to 
| 1922. 

Brady’s first marriage was to the 
legit actress, Marie Rene. He later 
married another actress, Grace 
George, who is currently co-star- 
Velvet Glove” at the Booth on 
Broadway. 
| side when he died Friday, but went 


ACTORS’ LAB TO STAGE |Special Heggen Nights 


A few! 


ring with Walter Hampden in “The, 


Miss George was at his. 


on stage that night and for the | 


matinee and evening performances 


the following day. Brady was also) 


the father of another actress. Alice 
Brady, who died in 1939 after a 
|; standout career on. stage and 


screen. Brady had one other child, | 


William 
Barbara Brady, who is now mak- 
ing her Broadway debut in “The 
Velvet Glove,” in which her grand- 


A. Brady, Jr., father of} 


mother, Grace George, is starring. | 


| Barbara Brady’s mother is Kath- 
'erine Alexander. now acting in the 
‘London company of “Death of a 
Salesman.” 


Grace George appeared under 


| Brady management in a number of | 


| plays, including 


“The First Mrs. | 


Fraser,” “The Ruined Lady,” “At | 


| 9:45,” 
'“The Skin 
“The New Morality,” 
Bad Woman,” 


Peter,” “The 


“Simon 
Great 


“The World We Live In,” ! 
Game,” “Drifting,” | 
“A Good) 

Called | 
Gatsby,” | 


“Kitty’s Kisses,” “The Legend of | 
Leonora,” “Back Here,” “A Free 


ter and “Street Scene.” 


The latter play by Elmer Rice | 
was one of Brady’s most profitable | 
productions. running for 600 per-)| 
formances and helping Brady re-| 
coup his losses in the stock market | 


crash of 1929. Brady’s biggest 
money-maker was “Way Down 
East” which came to him in manu- 
script form as “Annie Laurie.” 
Although “Way Down Best” 
flop..ed on Broadway it coined 
over $1,000,000 on the road. 

In 1938, on his 75th birthday, 
Brady estimated that he had pro- 
duced over 260 shows, most of 
them playing in New York during 
their time on the boards. Brady 
was also noted for his activity in 
_the actor’s strike of 1919 when he 
‘stepped into the cast of “At 9:45” 
when some of the actors walked 
out. Brady was a member of 
Equity, although bitterly fighting 
‘jt during the strike. 


| Oklahoma City Symphony, Sunday 


| ballerina of N. Y. City Ballet Co.. 


| 


for a summer stock company in Boston last season doing props and 
When Miss Churchill and Lynn did “Story” 
there, Miss Sutherland played the part of the youngster, created in 
original Broadway production with Katharine Hepburn by Lenore 
Lonergan. Later, the stars played a return engagement and asked 
for the youngster. At that time, they told her they’d like her for the 
role if Theatre Guild decided to send “Story” on tour. When schoo} 
began and Miss Sutherland hadn't heard anything, she enrolled as 4 
freshman at Tech and was deep in her studies when Guild and Miss 
Churchill put in their SOS. 





After several years in the longhair music field, Maurice Levine re. 
cently realized an ambition when he became conductor of the orchestra 
of a Broadway show, “Lost in the Stars.” Production drew generally 
favorable reviews and has been playing to capacity business, but the 
batoneer still isn’t happy. 

For one thing, a newspaper feature in Levine’s home town, Ne 
Haven, was headed, “Local Boy Leads Band.” However, the clinche; 
was Levine's sole critical mention for “Stars,” which erroneously iden- 
tified him as Maurice Abravanel. Latter is also a conductor who occa- 
sionally has legit assignments, but is not associated with “Stars” 
in any way. 





Legit pressagent Bernard Simon, whose package publicity service for 
former Broadway plays is available to little theatre and college groups, 
is adding a capsule edition at half price for highschools and other out- 
fits with limited funds. Service is available for a catalog of 80 plays. 
Total of 380 groups have taken 658 packages in the service's first vear 
of operation. 

Angle of the project is that various drama editors who are familiar 
with the service recommend it to local little theatre pressagents, since 
use of Simon’s packages insugses more acceptable copy and art work 
about shows. For the same reason, some editors a:so supply Simon 
with names and addresses of local drama outfits, to be added to his 
mailing list. 

Engagement of Richard Maney to pressagent “Come Back, Little 
Sheba” is an exception to Theatre Guild practice. Guild shows are 
regularly handled by Joseph Heidt, who brings in associates as re- 
quired. However, Maney will be on an independent basis, having been 
engaged directly by Lawrence Langner, Guild co-director. 

Heidt is the Guild’s general press representative, handling “I Know 
My Love,” at the Shubert, N. Y., and “As You Like It” and ‘Arms and 
the Girl,” both trying out on the read. Carlton Miles is working with 
him, concentrating on “Love.” Sam Weller is continuing as advance 
man for the touring “Oklahoma!” 

Backers of “The Browning Version” have received a refund of 
$11,740 on the $50,000 investment. Actual cost of the Maurice Evans 
production was $45,800, plus $9,000 bonds and $4,400 tryout loss. The 
show earned an operating profit of over $14,000 in its first six weeks at 
the Coronet, N. Y., but failed to break even the three final wecks, losing 
a total of $1,600. There will probably be small additional refunds from 
such sources as stock rights, etc. 


For ‘Mr. Roberts’ Run In 
His Native Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 

Two of the 10 nights of the 
“Mister Roberts” engagement at 
the Lyceum here, starting Jan. 15, 
will be devoted to tributes to the 
play’s late co-author Thomas Heg 
gen, whose home was Minneapolis 
His parents reside here and he 
was an alumnus of the U. of Min- 
nesota. 

The opening night will be Min- 
nesota night, with part of the per- 
formance’s proceeds going toward 
purchase of a collection of books 
/on writing to be presented to the 
|U. of Minnesota school of journal- 


BANKERS DAUGHTER’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

With Howard DaSilva. Morris 
Carnovsky, Lloyd Bridges ana 
Helen Ford heading the cast, “The 
Banker's Daughter,” musical ver- 
sion of Dion Boucicalt's “Streets of 
New York,” will be produced here 
by the Actors’ Lab Jan. 31. Show 
will be staged at the New Globe 
theatre. 

Henry Myers and Edward Eliscu 
wrote the musical. Danny Dare 
directs. Dare, Myers and Eliscu 
teamed years ago on “Meet the 
People,” which had a_ successful 
run here and on Broadway. Irving 
White is producer. 





‘ism in Heggen's memory. The 
Bartholomew to Guest /play’s principal male cast mem- 
. 2.4 » bers, Jackie Cooper, John For- 
With K.C. Group In Heart Sythe, Robert Burton and James 


Rennie, will present a check for 
the book collection to Dr. R. D. 
Casey, school of journalism direc- 
tor. 

Jan. 16 will be the Minneapolis 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
night, with the association, through 
its president, presenting a plaque 
to Heggen’s parents. 


‘Philly Story’ Foldo 


Kansas City, Jan. 10. 

Freddie Bartholomew comes 
here this week for rehearsals with 
the Resident Theatre for its pro- 
duction of “The Hasty Heart.”: 
Play opens Jan. 16 to run through 
Jan. 22 for its regular run. and 
will follow with at least four bene- 
fit performances. Bartholomew 
recently completed a tour in the 
role of Lachlin MacLachlin. 

“Heart” also marks a homecom- | 





ing appearance of Pat Hanson | Saved by Coast Pact 
K. C. actress Tecently returned | Pittsburgh, Jan. 10 
from USO legit assignments in Folding of Theatre Guild's 
Japan and the Orient. Stan Ack- 


“Philadeiphia Story,” which was 
scheduled for here Saturday night 
(7), was staved off at final minute 
when Lewis and Young, Coast pro- 
ducers, took over the Sarah Chur- 
chill-Jeffrey Lynn production for 4 
tour of Pacific coast cities. They 
‘have nine weeks laid out for the 
show, opening in Seattle Jan. 16 

Entire Guild cast is being re- 
tained for the western dates. Com- 
pany is presently laying off for 4 
few days, leaving New York for 
Seattle tomorrow night (11). Lewis 
and Young had put in a bid for 
Miss Churchill and “Story” follow- 
ing her strawhat theatre successes 
in the Philip Barry comedy last 
summer, but lost out at the time 
when the Guild decided to send 
the show out itself. 

Biz for eight weeks on road un- 
der Guild sponsorship was dis@p- 
pointing, and Pittsburgh was_ to 
have been the windup, Cleveland, 
which was to have followed, being 
i cancelled on short notice. 


erman, regular Resident director, 
handles this one, with settings by 
Henry End, temporarily in from 
Hollywood to work on the show. 


Longhair Shorts 


Violinist Jascha Heifetz making 
his debut as co ductor with the 





(15), when he also appears with 
orch as soloist in the Bach A Minor 
Concerto .. . Maria Tallchief, chief 


has joined Ballet Theatre on tour 
as guest soloist . . . Pianist Rudolf 
Firkusny, back from first Israeli 
tour, opens seventh U. S. tour as 
sololist with Chicago Symphony 
Nov. 14th .. . Ballet Theatre soloist 
Nicolas Orloff has left to act and 
dance in French film, “La Petite 
Ballegine” Violinist Tossy 
Spivakovsky, who played 88 dates 
last season, signed for as many 
this season by Coppicus & S->ang 
division of Columbia Artists Mgt. 
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Wednesday, January 11, 1950 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Varirty’s 


boxoffice estimates for last week 


(the 32d week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current ............... ° 26 33 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 585 685 
Total gros§ for all current shows last week $625,600 $637,800 


Total season’s gross so far by all shows... .$15,525,800 $16,209,200 


Number of new productions so far.... .... 27 41 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 29 29 
Total weeks played so far by ail shows 534 686 
Total road gross reported last week...... $515,700 $586.600 


Season’s total road gross so far 


$11,234,800 $15,912,400 











Chi B.O. in Droop But Upturn Seen: 


Kate’ 396, Death 136, Story’ 10456 


Chicago, Jan. 10. 
Chi legit boxoffice took a spill 


after the holidays, but with the) 


furniture convention moving in 
this week followed by six more 
weeks of similar large gatherings, 
business looks for an upturn. Mov- 
ing in next week, both on Jan. 15, 
are “Light Up the Sky” at the 
Studebaker and “Blossom Time” at 
the Great Northern. Making way 
for the newc@mers are “Student 
Prince” -and “Yes, M’Lord.” Ad- 
vance on the new arrivals seems 


moderate. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ballet Theatre, Civic Opera 


House (2d week) (3,800; $3.71). Fin- 
ishes two-week stay with moderate 
$40,000. 


“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger | 


(16th week) (1,334; $4.33). Stick- 
ing; but disappointed at $13,000. 

“Detective Story?’ 
(10th week) (1,456; $4.40). Skidded 
into the red again; $10,500. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Harris 
(2nd week) (1,000; $3.71). Making 
a fight of it on week-to-week basis; 
$12,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (16th 
week) (2,100; $6.18). Hit one of its 
low points with $39,000, although 
still profitable. 

“Student Prince,” Great North- 
ern (2nd week) (1,500; $3.71). The 
old faithful Shubert cohorts were 
scarce; $11,000. 

“Yes, M’Lord,” Studebaker (2nd 
week) (1,237; $3.71). Guild sub- 
scribers helping here with mod- 
erate $12,000. 


‘Mr. Roberts’ Sets Kaycee 
Record, $48,500 in 10 


Kansas City, Jan. 10. 

“Mr. Roberts” was near capacity 
in the Music Hall, Jan. 2-8, for a 
house record on a_ non-musical 
play. Seven-day run with 10 per- 
formances chalked up $48,500, 
great money for any kind of a 
show in this big hall (2,572 seats). 
It’s one of the very few non-musi- 
cals with strength to play the Hall 
for a full week. Play also hit a 
record for a Monday - Saturday 
week with $38,000 through Satur- 
day night. 

Next on the John Antonello 
agency schedule in the Music Hall 
is Ballet Theatre, Jan. 19-21. 








‘Yesterday,’ Can. Revue, 
$5,000 in Ottawa Week 


Montreal, Jan. 10. 
“There Goes Yesterday,” a re- 


vue covering the first half of the | 


century and headed by comedians 
John Pratt and Murray Matheson, 


grossed a near $5,000 last week in| 
Ottawa’s Little Theatre (489) with | 


a $2 top. Opening in Montreal at 


His Majesty’s (1,578) during the | 


holiday week between Christmas 
and New Year's, this 10-player 
company did $13,500 with prices 
scaled to $2.50. 

Following a 


two-week layoff, 


company will risk gains made in. 


east for a trip on the western cir- 
cult. Drawing entirely on Cana- 
dian talent with the exception of 
Matheson, this new group has at- 
tracted favorable press attention 
plus certain New York interest. 


‘Happy’ 136 in 4, NH. 


New Haven, Jan. 10. 
wf healthy advance on preem of 
The Happy Time” at the Shubert 
last week (5-7) was augmented by 
door-battering proportions when 
word got around of show's click. 
Final result was four capacity 





houses at $3.60 top for a fine | 


$13,000. 

Current week has an all-Negro 
Cast in one night of ‘Tobacco 
Road” (11), then “Merry Widow” 
for the last half (12-14). Next 
week gets tryout of “An Old Beat- 

P Woman” (19-21), then a full 
Stand of “Lend An Ear” (23-28). 


Blackstone | 





+ 
‘Ist Toronto Panto in 15 


| Yrs. 42G for Fortnight 


Toronto, Jan. 10. 
New Play Society production of 





| ‘Mother Goose” at the Royal Alex-| 


‘andra (1,525), first English panto- 
jmime here for 15 years, saw a ter- 
|rifie fortnight’s gross of $42,000. 
i; An acknowledged experiment on 
the part of Earnest M. Rawley, 
| Manager of the Royal, first week’s 
| engagement, commencing Dec. 26, 
saw six daily matinees sold out a 
week ahead and the night per- 
|formances capacity for a $24,000 
| gross. Second week (Jan. 3), saw 
turnaway business for the three 
matinees, plus heavy night busi- 
ness for an $18,000 gross. 

Scale was a heavy $2 top, with 
decision that, because of heavy 
postwar British immigration, Xmas 
pantomime will be repeated at the 
| Royal next holiday season for a 
_ possible four-week run. 


| 


Dance’ $16,000, 


“Widow 318,000, 
Brig 2746, Hub 


Boston, Jan. 10. 


Four shows in town last 
/ week but all did pretty well, with 








ahead. “Merry Widow” at the 
|Opera House sagged and “Dance 
Me a Song” at the Shubert never 
really caught on in its second 
week. “The Happy Time” opened 
at the Plymouth last night (9) and 


| 
| 


|*Design for a Stained Glass Win- | 


dow” bows tonight, with “Arms 
and the Girl,” Les Ballets de Paris, 
'“An Old Beat-Up Woman” and 
“The Madwoman of Chaillot” di- 
rectly ahead. 


Estimates for Last Week 


| “Brigadoon,” Colonial (2d week) 
/ (1,500; $4.80). After its wow holi- 


day week take of $32,000, this one | 


dropped on the second week to 
just under $27,500, which is still 
the biggest thing in town. 

“Dance Me a Song,” Shubert (2d 
week) (1,750; $4.80). This revue, 
which didn’t get any too helpful 
notices, hasn't displayed much b.o. 
strength with its second week take 
around $16,000. Final week is 
current. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Wilbur 
(2d wk) (1,300; $3.60). Winding up 
‘its tour here, the Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama finaled with a fine 
$16,000. 


“The Merry Widow.” Opera 
House (2d week) (3,000; $3.60). 


Dropped off last week after a nice 
start; $15,500. 





Hepburn Healthy $21,600 
With ‘Like It’ in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Jan. 10. 

' Katharine Hepburn, starring in 
‘the Theatre Guild revival of “As 
You Like It,” grossed a healthy 
$21,600 on subscription at the 
1,440-seat Hanna here last week. 

Production is playing Cincinnatl 
currently, goes to Pittsburgh next 
week and is due Jan. 26 in New 
York. 





| 
| ‘Okla.!’ $33,200, S.F. 
San Francisco, Jan. 10. 
Final week of “Oklahoma,” at 
the 1.775-seat Curran, showed a 
stronger third stanza. 
Musical chalked 
| $33,200. 


up a fine 


Sad ‘Story,’ $9,000, Pitt: 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 

Holiday season at Nixon was a 
mixture of both good and bad. Fort- 
night was divided between two re- 
vivals, “Philadelphia Story,” which 
died, and “Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,” which did landoffice biz. 
Playing here last week, Sarah 
Churchill-Jeffrey Lynn version of 
Philip Barry’s “Story” started 
slowly and never got going after 
| the set of adverse notices came 
;out. Had to be content with a 
measly $9,000. Show is laying off 
this week, but jumps to Seattle 
j;next week, with Lewis & Young 
| taking over management from the 
Theatre Guild. 

On the other hand, the Monty 
Woolley “Dinner” show, which pre- 
ceded it, gave house biggest first- 
night since ‘Mister Roberts” and 
went steadily on from there to roll 
up $20,700, being helped some by 
capacity New Year’s Eve crowd at 
advanced prices. 
| Nixon currently has pre-Broad- 
| way tryout of Kermit 
iden’s “The Man,” under subscrip- 
tion auspices, and will follow it 
' with another new one, Katharine 
; Hepburn’s “As You Like It.” Susan 
| Peters in “Barretts of Wimpole 
| Street” comes in Jan. 23. 








‘Arms’ $33,200, 


| 


‘Enchanted’ 6156, 


| 


- ‘Alive’ 146, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Jag. 10. 

| With legit biz locally very much 
on the bullish side, Philly’s four 
regular houses are continuing to 
pile up bookings which now carry 
on until mid-February with quite a 
|sprinkling of tryouts and preems 
included. 

This week’s lone opener was 
“The Madwoman of Chaillot,” 
which opened a two weeks’ stand 
lat the Shubert last night (9) on the 
| ATS subscription program. Ad- 
| vance sale was good. Odd angle is 
| that “The Enchanted,”’ new play by 
jthe same author (Girardoux) opened 


at the Walnut last Monday, beat- | 


ing the Broadway hit here by a 
week. It got fairly good notices 
but hasn’t been doing too well at 
the boxoffice. 

Next week brings “The Merry 
| Widow” to the Forrest Monday 
(16), Maurice Schwartz to the Wal- 
nut Tuesday (17) with his Yiddish 


| Need Is One Good Break” to the 
Locust Thursday (19). On the 23d, 
Les Ballets de Paris is skedded for 
the Shubert for two weeks, and 
“Yes M’Lord” comes to the Wal- 
nut. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| “Arms and the Girl,” Forrest (2d 
| week) (1,766; $4.55). Illness of Na- 
nette Fabray, femme star, caused 
cancellation of Saturday matinee. 
Biz was very strong for this The- 


atre Guild musical which preemed | 
on Thursday, Dec. 29; $33,200 last | 


week in seven performances. 
“Alive and Kicking,” 


has never been able to get started 


here; $14,000 in its second and last | 


week. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Lo- 
cust (2d week) (1,500; $3.90). Re- 


turn of this Tennessee Williams 


prizewinner has been quite success- | 


ful: $23,900 in its second session. 
“The Enchanted,” Walnut (1st 
week) (1,340; $3.90). Fairly good 


notices for this new Girardoux fan- | 
tasy, but disappointing biz; $6,500. | 





Nat'l ‘Streetcar’ 15'4G 
| In 7 With Four Stands 
Norfolk, Jan. 10. 

National company of “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” starring Judith 
Evelyn, had moderate pickings in 
four stands last week, ending Sat- 
'urday night (7) at the Center here. 
Total take was about $15,560 for 
seven performances. 

Most profitable stand was here, 
where the Tennessee Williams 
drama collected almost $8,000 for 
three showings. Previous dates 
were Sunday night (1) at the 
Tower, Atlanta, and at the Munici- 
pal auditorium, Savannah, and Na- 
tional, Greenboro, N. C. 


BLACKSTONE 414G IN 4, RICH. 
Richmond, Jan. 18. 
Harry Blackstone ran up a neat 
gross of $4,500 with four perform- 
/ances at the WRVA Theatre (2-4) 
with the house scaled at a $1.90 
top. 





Opening performance was at-, 
|tended by representatives of ama- | 


teur magician’s groups throughout 
‘the state, 


L.&Y. Succeed Guild 


Bloomgar- | 


Shubert | 
(2d week) (1,877; $4.55). This revue | 





As expected, legit attendance on 
Broadway last week reacted sharp- 
‘ly from the holiday boom of the 
' previous stanza. Except for the 
very few solid sellouts, all shows 


felt the boxoffice sag. Theatres 
playing special matinees Monday 
(2) got lively patronage, but re- 


ceipts skidded thereafter. 
| Trade began recovering slightly 
late in the week, and indications 
are that it will pick up further this 
| week, reaching generally profitable 
level next week and continuing 
fairly consistently through Febru- 
ary 

There were two closings last 
week, two more are listed for this 
week and another pair for next 
week. An infiux of new shows be- 
gins next Tuesday (17). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
'CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
Other parenthetic figures refer 
| to seating capacity and top price, 


including 20% amusement tax. 
However. grosses are net; i.e., 


exclusive of tax. 





e “As the Girls Go,” Broadway 
| (51st wk) (M-1,900; $6). Michael 
|Todd musical will close Saturday 


| night (14) after exactly a year’s run 
| (excluding the nine-week layoff last 
i'summer) and won’t tour; reacted to 
| the trend; about $21,000. 
| “Caesar and Cleopatra,” Na- 
tional (8d wk) ‘(CD-1,172; $6). Shaw 
irevival felt the general slump; 
i following a fine $28,000 on the 
holiday period, got a nice $22,200 
| last week. 
| “Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (5th 
| wk) (C-920; $4.80). Also joined the 
downtrend; almost $13,500. 
| “Death of a Salesman,” Moros- 
,co (48th wk) (D-914; $4.80). Ebbed 
|a little under capacity; $23,500. 
| “Detective Story,” Hudson (42d 
| wk) (D-1,015; $4.80). Also felt the 
| general conditions; $19,500. 
| “Diamond L’il,”’ Plymouth (21st 
wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Mae West 
starrer shutters Jan. 21 to go on 
the road; topped $17,000. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
| Ziegfeld (5th wk) (M-1,628; $6). At- 
tendance remained capacity, but 
‘the regular scale reduced the 
gross; over $46.900. 
| “Happy As Larry,” Coronet (1st 
| wk) (M-998; $6). Musical fantasy 
|opened Friday night (6) to seven 
jraps and one favorable notice; 


“Brigadoon” at the Colonial far company and a preem, “All You folded Saturday (7) after three | 


| performances; $4,700. 

| “Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (33d wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Af- 
ter a record-setting $75,000 gross 
‘for 14 performances on the _ holi- 
| day week, the skating spectacle 
'went back to its usual nine-per-| 
formance schedule, with receipts 
reflecting the general trend at 
$32,000. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert 
(10th wk) (CD-1,391; $4.80). Has 
been getting the attendance limit, 
and the regular scale brought the 
| gross $33,200. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (53d 
wk) (M-1.654; $6). Trifle under | 
capacity at $45,100. 

“Lend An Ear,” Mansfield (56th 
wk) (R-1,041; $6). After more than 
a year’s run, the long-staying tuner 
will close Jan. 21 to go on the 
road; almost $15,000. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
‘(10th wk} (M-1,012; $5.40). Con-! 
tinues at capacity attendance; 
over $26,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Roy- 
ale (46th wk?) ‘(CD-1,035; $4.80). 
| Went dark Saturday night (7) af- 
jter 368 performances to tour; 
$17,300 finale. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Eim- 
pire ‘Ist wk) (D-1,082; $4.80). | 
Premiered Thursday night (5) to} 
seven pros and a single con notice; 
first four showings got $12,700, 
plus $3,100 for a preview 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (26th 
wk) (M-1,400: $6.60). Also felt the 
post-holiday offbeat; about $24,300. 


“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (99th 
wk) ‘(CD-1,360; $4.80'. Reacted 
from the holiday bonanza, but 


bettered the pre-Christmas figures 
and should get back to normal 
pace this week; $29,300. 

“Rat Race,” Barrymore (3d wk) 
(CD-1,066; $6). Was also hit last 
week: topped $20,000. 

“She Stoops to Conquer,” City 
Center ‘(2d wk) ‘C-3,025; $3). First 
bill of the eight-week revival series 
closed a fortnight’s run Sunday 
night (8) and will be succeeded 
tonight ‘Wed.) by “Corn Is Green.” 
After a fine $35,000 on the holiday 
session “Stoops” hit the jackpot 
last week at $40,000. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (40th 
wk) (M-1.659; $6). Never the 
ij slightest Variation in the standee-, 


, during 


Post-Holiday Reaction Nips Bway, 


But ‘Wedding’ $12,700 on First 4; 
‘Larry’ Fast Folderoo, 4 Sellouts 


limit attendance of this Rodgers- 
Hammerstein smash; back to the 
regular $50,600 pace. 

“Texas, L’il Darlin,” Hellinger 
(7th wk) (M-1,543; $6). Had a 
couple of losing weeks’ operation 
the lull, but should now 
get an operating profit; $21,400. 


“That Lady,’ Martin Beck (7th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Next few 
weeks will probably tell whether 


the Katharine Cornell starrer will 
be able to stick through the re- 
mainder of the season or go on 
tour this spring; $16,500. 

“The Father,” Cort (8th wk) 
(D-1,064; $4.80). Was doing fairly 
well until the  pre-Christmas 
slump, but has since wilted; will 
close Saturday night (14). Slim 
pickings last week at $7,000. 

“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst 
(13th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Was doing 
close to capacity business until 
the pre-Christmas slough, and 
should make a comeback; $26,000. 

“Velvet Glove,” Booth (2d wk) 
(D-712; $4.80). Next few weeks 
may be the determining ones for 
this Grace George-Walter Hamp- 
den starrer; bettered 39.000. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(64th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Was 
getting capacity trade before the 
shopping-season lull, and is rated 
a cinch to continue into the 
summer; $31,800. 

Opening 

“Corn Is Green,” City Center 
(D-3,025; $3). Emlyn Williams 
drama, the second bill in the eight- 
week revival series, opens tonight 
(Wed.) for a fortnight’s engage- 
ment; production cost about $30,- 
000, and can gross around $35,000, 

Future Dates 

“Alive and Kicking,” Jan. 17, at 
Winter Garden; “The Enchanted,” 
Jan. 18, at Lyceum; “The Man,” 
Jan. 19, at Fulton; “Dance Me a 
Song,” Jan. 20, at Royale; “Cocktail 
Party,” Jan. 21, at Miller; “Happy 
Time,” Jan. 24, at Plymouth; 
“Devil’s Disciple,” Jan. 25, at City 
Center; “As You Like It,” Jan. 26, 
at Cort; “Mr. Barry’s Etchings,” 
Jan. 31, at 48th Street, “The Inno- 
cents,” Feb. 1, at Playhouse; “Arms 
and the Girl,” Feb. 2, at 46th 
Street. 


USA $32,000, 
Carte’ 8G, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 10. 

Post-holiday period has perkcd 
up legit business around here ever 
so slightly, with “Inside U. S. A.” 
still the biggest thing in town at 
the Philharmonic Auditorium, 
“Kitty Doone,” at the small Circle 
Playhouse, goes along at good 
speed, with ‘‘Honest John,’ Buddy 
Ebsen’s new comedy at the Las 
Palmas, also doing okay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“A la Carte,” El Capitan (1,142; 
$3.60) (8th week). Poor $8,000 on 
final week. 





“Honest John,” Las Palmas 
(388; $3.00) (2nd week). Healthy 
$4,300. 


“Inside U. S. A.” Philharmonic 
Aud. (2,670; $3.60) (3d week). Good 
at almost $32,000. 

“Kitty Doone,” Circle Playhouse 
(150; $2.40). Still holding up well 
at $1,500. 


lives’ Lush $29,000 In 


Seven Times in Texas 


Ft. Worth, Jan. 10. 

“Private Lives” reaped a harvest 
in Texas last week, piling up a 
lush gross of $29,000 in seven 
performances in Houston, San 
Antonio and here. That was a 
hefty jump over the holiday week 
previous, when the Tallulah Bank- 
head starrer collected $22,000 in 
eight performances at the Poche, 
New Orleans. 

Revival is splitting this week 
between Dallas, Shreveport, Little 
Rock and Memphis. 


‘Man’ 556 in 4, Buff 








Buffalo, Jan. 10. 
Kermit Bloomgarden’s new 
thriller candidate, “The Man.” 


collected a mild $5,500 in four per- 
formances last Thursday-Saturday 
night (5-7) at the Erlanger here. 
Meller is in Pittsburgh this week 
and opens Jan. 19 on Broadway. 
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Plays on Broadway 


The Member of the 
Wedding 


Robert Whitehead, Oliver Rea and 
Stanley Martineau production of drama 
in three acts (five scenes), by Carson Mc- 
Cullers, from her own novel of same 
title. Stars Ethel Waters; features Julie 
Harris. Directed by Harold Clurman; set- 
ting. costumes and lighting, Lester Pola- 





kov. At Empire. N. Y., Jan. 5, ’50; at $4.80 
top ($6 opening). 
Jarvis James Holden 
Frankie Addams Julie Harris 
Janice Janet de Gore 
Berenice Sadie Brown Ethel Waters 
Royal Addams William Hansen 
John Henry West Brandon De Wilde 
Mrs. Vest Margaret B rke1 
Helen Fletcher Mitzie Biake 
Doris Joan Shepard 
Sis Laur: Phyllis W alkex 
T. T. Williams Harold Bolden 
Honey Camden Brown Henr Scott 
Barney McKeon Jimmy D 

From her “The Member' of t 
Wedding.” novelist Carson Mce- 
Cullers has adapted a formless but 
perceptive, tender and touching 
drama, which is given a giowing 

c san i 

and memorable performance 0; 
Ethel Waters, Julie Harris and a 
youngster named Brandon De 
Wilde. under Harold Clurman S 
sensitive direction. With the help 
of some throat-catching comedy 
touches, it should- overcome its 
generally sombre tone and it 
obvious technical flaws and should 
have a profitable run. 

} ’s lit Gerivation is 


play’s literary 


The 

indicated by the slight and siow- 
moving plot, the iaclusion of non- 
and the stress 


essential elements, 

of characterization and mood, as 
well as the faulty dramatic struc- 
ture and the off-stage placement 
of vital incidents. On the other 
hand, the author’s uncanny knowl- 
edge of child psychology, her 


accurate ear for children’s speech 


patterns and her compassion for 
the tragedies of youth and age 
suggest that the story may be at 
least partly autobiographical. 
“Member of the Wedding” is 
essentially a study of loneliness. 
The confused, inarticulate loneli- 


ness of a _ highly imaginative 
and vulnerable girl of 12 and the 
resigned, philosophical loneliness 
of her kindly Negro mammy. The 
motherless girl, too young for her 
teen-age neighbors, but with an 
inexpressible yearning for com- 
panionship and identification, is 
driven to desperation by her sol- 
dier-brother’s approaching mar- 
riage. Ignoring her worried mam- 
my’s warnings, she determines to 
accompany the newlyweds on their 
honeymoon and to live with them 
thereafter. 

As the little boy from next door 
trots in and out of the kitchen with 


childish prattle, joining in the 
conversation when he can under- 


stand it and providing repeated 
comedy, the girl makes her plans 
and indulges in fantastic day- 
dreams. After a long and almost 
actionless second act, climaxed by 
an unforgettable curtain scene of 
Miss Waters singing a hymn with 
the two children, the third act 
erupts into a rather melodramatic 
and contrived series of events. 

Although the writing is dra- 
matically imperfect, it is undeni- 
ably poignant. And it is given 
e:oquent expression in the per- 
formance. Miss Waters is superb 
as the mammy, giving conviction 
and vigor to every scene, and even 
providing interest to the rambling 
second act. Miss Harris, already 
a promising emotional actress, 
gives a remarkably varied and 
skillful portrayal of the girl, and 
young De Wilde is delightfully 
serious and unprecocious as the 
child from next door. Among the 
supporting players William Han- 
sen, Harry Bolden, Henry Scott, 
James Holden and Janet de Gore 
are notable. 

Much of the credit for the 
triumphant performance obviously 
belongs to Clurman for his under- 
standing and expressive direction 
—clearly one of the distinguished 
staging jobs of recent seasons. 
Lester  Polakov’s atmospheric 
scenery adds a helpful touch. 

Hobe. 


Haney As Larry 

Leonard Sillman production of musical 
fantasy in two acts, with book and lyrics 
by Donagh MacDonagh, music by Mischa 
and Wesley Portnoff. Stars Burgess Mere- 
dith; features Marguerite Piazza. Gene 
Barry, Barbara Perry, Henry Calvin and 
Irwin Corey Staged by Meredith: sets 
and costumes, Motley; choreography. 
Anna Sokolow: mobiles, Alexander Cal- 
der: orchestrations, Rudolph Goehr and 
Charles Cook; vocal arrangements, Her- 
bert Greene: musical director, Franz 
Allers. At Coronet. N. Y., Jan. 6, ’50; at 
$6 top ($7.20 opening). 





a ae .. Maurice Edwards 
Ses i See Frank Milton 
ge = ee ee Harry Allen 
nn . s 5 we0.bekaeebes Henry Calvin 
By ree William Hogue 
ae ae cthakeee eueans deck womnee 
ie ere re in Olsen 
aa eae Burgess Meredith 
\ SS errr ee Marguerite Piazza 
SSPRVOGIRGE! . . cc ce eeesess Ralph Hertz 
a” Preece Barbara Perry 
Doctor Gene Barry 
Seamus Irwin Corey 
Clotho Mara Kim 
BND, 5 05.6.0:566080004> i Diane Sinclair 
EE, 6 0'6.s ea Fue 10 Sa Royce Wallace 

“Happy As Larry” is com- 


pounded of too many diverse in- 


gredients to be a happy combina- 
tion. A heavy-handed musical 
fantasy with obvious Irish inspira- 
tion, it tries too hard to do too 
many things. and so doesn’t come 
off. Successfully done in Dublin 
and London (‘and tried out orig- 
inally in the U. S. at Amherst col- 
lege!, it won't do for Broadway. 
The play is about love, with its 
theme the unpredictability of 
women. The action of the play, 
“which takes place anywhere, any- 
time.’ concerns a tailor whose 
grandfather had been poisoned by | 
the unprincipled lover of his fickle | 
dmother Si the tailor | 


grand N 


3 } } " sic are ' 
ted back to his grand- | 


ymehow 





gets transp¢ al 
father’s time. and his seven teliow 
tailors trail along to put history 
I and pay off both lover and 
iea is ingenious, and in its 

1] - 
execution by a well-chosen cast 


who sing and dance expertiy, the 
has some intriguing moments. 
re most part, the dialog is 
pseudo-poetic and whimsical; 
there is confusion in styles as fan- 
tasv and poesy leave off and bur- 
lesque begins, and the sum is dull- 
ness A lot of weird doings go 
on at the Coronet, and while they 
satisfy one’s interest in the bizarre, 
they don’t add up to a play. 


play 
Pes ~ *) 
But for t! 


has some fine things in it. Burgess 


Meredith, who plays the lead roles | 


of the tailor and granddad, has 
staged the work attractively, with 
a good deal of style and appealing 
movement. Some of the songs are 
quite good, as “October” or “I Re- 
member Her.” There are a couple 
of fine dancers among the seven 
tailors, while ali have voices 
superior to the usual Broadway 
run. The dance of the three fates 
at the close of the first act, sexy 
and bizarre, is something to see, 
Meredith lends a great deal of 
warmth and color to his two roles 
of tailor and grandfather, and 
sings his several songs appealingly. 
Marguerite Piazza is strikingly at- 


tractive as the widow, and sings 
her songs with the sparkle and 
finish of the talented operetta 


singer that she is. Barbara Perry, 
as the fickle grandma, is likewise 
pretty and eye-filling, and in one 
dance number towards the close, 
is a stunning surprise. Gene Barry 
sings and acts well as the villain- 
ous doctor-suitor, and Irwin Corey 
romps gleefully about stage as a 
gamin pharmacist. Supporting cast 
cavort in style. 

But they’re assigned too many 
stints; odd incidents follow each 
other confusingly; there’s too much 
hocus-pocus, and the result is un- 
happy. 

(Closed Sat. 
formance. ) 


Off-B’way Show 


OF SUGAR AND SPICE 
(Carl Fisher Hall, N. Y.) 
Written, produced and directed 
by George Wood, this revue put 
on for three performances last 
week has parts that could stand 
up in a Broadway house. There 


7) after three per- 














are too many weak spots, however. | 


Its major fault lies in Wood's fail- 
ure to fully develop some _ good 
ideas, leaving them dangling. 
Nevertheless, his one-man con- 
struction job displayed definite 
talent. 

Revue also served as a show- 
case for a few good performances. 
Archie Lang’s rendition of a melo- 
dious tune labeled “My Lover in 
Liverpool” was good, while a nice 
blues effect was achieved with 
“The Lady in the Window.” Alice 
Ghostly and Patricia Morrill were 
all right in a number of comic se 
quences coming through best with 
their respective offerings of “Lace 
Lingerie” and “Drop in the Buck- 
et,” both bright ditties. Norval 
Tormsen showed good voice in the 
leading role of a farm boy who 
comes to the city to find a girl. 
Rhoda Johannson, Maxine Lee and 
Alice Sobel were okay in the dance 
department. Joe Kirby’s sets were 
colorful and workmanlike. 


‘Harvey’ 10G, Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 10. 

“Harvey produced a poor 
$10,000 at the Cass last week. Cur- 
rent week’s play is “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,” starring Monty 
Woolley. 

The Shubert-Lafayette is* dark, 
with no prospects in sight. 

Meanwhile, Civic Light Opera 
production last week of “Naughty 
Marietta,” starring Cass Daley, 
grossed a poor $38,000. Previously, 
“Show Boat” had drawn a swell 
$60,000. 





co 





Jule Styne is mapping a legit 
musical production with book by 


Ken Englund and score by Hugh , 


Martin, 


Taken piecemeal, the production 


Katzell Seeks Sennett 
Oldie for B’way Musical 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 

William R. Katzell, who _ pro- 
duced “Lend an Ear” and “Alive 
and Kicking,” is negotiating with 
Mack Sennett for musical stage 
rights to “Molly-O,” Mabel Nor- 
mand starrer. 

Katzell hopes to develop it into 
a Broadway show if deal with Sen- 


nett can be made. | 


Current Road Shows | 


(Jan. 9-21) 


- 














“Alive and Kicking” — Commu- 
nity, Hershey, Pa. (10-14). 

“All You Need Is One Good 
Break”—Locust, Phila. (16-21). 

“Arms and the Girl’ — Forrest. 
Phila. (9-14); Shubert, Bost. (16- 

he 

“As You Like It” — Taft Aud., 
Cincinnati (9-14); Nixon, Pitt. (16- 
By. 

“Ballet Theatre — Davidson, 
Milw. (9-11); Aud., La Crosse, Wis. 
(12-13); Parkway, Madison (14); 
Technical Highschool, Omaha (16- 
17); Music Hall, K.C. (18-21). 

Ballets de Paris—Opera House, 
Bost. (16-21). 

“Barrets of Wimpole Street”— 
Hanna, Cleve. (9-14); Royal Alex- 


‘andra, Toronto (16-21). 


“Blossom Time” — Highschool 
Aud., Pottsville, Pa. (9); Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (11); Murat 


Indianapolis (12-14); Great North- 
ern, Chi. (16-21). 
“Brigadoon’—Colonial, Bost. (9- 


Cornelia Otis Skinner — Curran, 


S. F. (16-21). 

“Dance Me a Song” — Shubert 
Bost. (9-14), 

“Deatk of a Salesman”’—Er- 


langer, Chi. (9-21). 

“Design for a Stained Glass 
Window’’—Wilbur, Bost. (9-21). 

“Detective Story’ — Blackstone, 
Chi. (9-21). 

“Goodbye, My Fancy” — Harris, 
Chi. (9-21). 

“Happy Time’—Plymouth, Bost. | 
(9-21). ‘ 

“Harvey”—Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(9); Michigan, Jackson (10); Bimou, 
Battle Creek (11); State, Kalama- 
'zoo (12); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 
(13-14); Michigan, Lansing (16); 
Palace, Flint (17); Palace, S. Bend 
(18); Quimby Aud., Ft. Wayne (19); 
Indiana Univ. Aud., Bloomington 
(20-21). 

“Inside U. S. A.’”—Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (9-14); Mayfair, Port- 
land (16-21). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”’—Shubert, Chi. 
| (9-21). 

“Light Up the Sky”’—American, 
ey L. (9-14); Studebaker, Chi. (16- 

1). | 
| ‘“Madwoman of Chaillot” — Shu- 
| bert, Phila (9-21). 

“Man Who Came to Dinner”’— 
Cass, Det. (9-14); American, St. L. 
(16-21). 

Maurice Schwartz — Roya! Alex- 
andra, Toronto (9-14); Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (15); Walnut, Phila. 
(17-21). 

“Merry Widow”’—Victory, Prov. 
(9); Court Square, Springfield, 
Mass. (10-11); Shubert, New Haven 
(12-14); Forrest, Phila. (16-21). 

“Mister Roberts’—KRNT thea- 
tre, Des Moines (10-11); Aud., St. 
a (13-14); Lyceum, Mpls. (16- 
91). 

“Mr. Barry’s Etchings’’—Hanna. 
Cleve. (16-21). 

“Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(9-21). 

“Old Beat-Up Woman” — Shu- 
bert, New Haven (19-21). 

“Philadelphia Story’ — Metro- 
politan, Seattle (16-21). 

“Private Lives’ — Melba, Dallas 
(9-10); City Aud., Shreveport (11); 
Robinson Aud., Little Rock (13): 
Aud., Memphis (14); Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. (16); Ryman Aud., 
Nashville (17); Memorial Aud., 
Louisville (18-19); Murat, Indpls. 
(20-21). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” 
Locust, Phila. (9-14): 
(16-18); Aud., 


(No. 
Empire, 
Rochester 


1) 
Syracuse 
| (19-21). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” 
| 2)—Ford’s, Balt. (9-21). 

“Student Prince’—Great North- 
ern, Chi. (9-14). 
aia Enchanted’’—Walnut, Phila. 
(9-14), 

“The Man”—Nixon, Pitt. (9-14). 

Webster-Shakespeare — Univ. of 
Delaware, Newark (9); Madison 
|College, Harrisburg. Va. (10): 
Mosque, Richmond (11); Little, 
Hollins, Va. (12); Manson Hall, 
Sweet Briar, Va. (13); Center, Nor- 
folk (14); Memorial Hall, Chapel 
| Hill, N. C. (16); Aycock Aud.., 
Greensboro, N. C. (17); Duke Aud.. 
Durham, N. C. (18); Boyden High- 
school, Salisbury, N. C. (19): 
Armory Aud., Charlotte (21), 

“Yes, M’Lord” — Studebaker. 
iChi (9-14); Cass, Det (16-21), 





(No. 





| Sister Mary Bonaventure 


| Melling 


Plays Abroad 


Bonaventure 
London, Jan. 3. 


Linnit & Dunfee presentation of drama 
in three acts by Charlotte Hastings. Di- 
rected by Charles Hickman. At Vaude- 
ville, London. 

Nurse Phillips.............Betty England 
Nurse Brent ..........Josephine Douglas 
Sister Josephine........ Nell Ballantyne 
Willy Pentridge John Crocker 
Fay Compton 
..... Ballard Berkeley 
Deirdre Doyle 
Colin Douglas 

Mary Marvin 
Mary Kerridge 
Cicely Walper 


Dr. Jeffreys rad 
Mother Superior 


cee eeeeece 





Miss Pierce 
Sarat Carn 
Martha Pentridge 


ee 





This new play is noteworthy for 
several reasons, not the least im- 
portant of which is that it intro- 
duces to the theatre a new play- 
wright of undoubted merit. 

It’s a solid, workmanlike drama 


which should hold attention of 
audiences for some months to 
come. Play is backed up by a 


polished cast and the production is 
distinguished by two brilliant per- 
formances. 

One is from Fay Compton, who 
plays the title role of Sister Mary 
Bonaventure, and the second is 
from Mary Kerridge, who has the 
intense part of a girl condemned 


/to death for the alleged murder of 


her brother. More by instinct 
than by reason, Sister Mary has 
sublime faith in the innocence of 
the condemned girl, and eventually 
is able to point the finger of guilt 
to a doctor who had been wronged 
by the dead man some years pre- 
viously. 
The theme is developed with 
considerable ingenuity and_ al- 
though there are irrelevances, there 


appears to be nothing illogical 
about the denouement. Mary Ker- 


ridge’s acting delicately, yet in- 
tensely, depicts the torment of a 
young, innocent girl awaiting ex- 
ecution. Deirdre Doyle gives a 
human interpretation of the 
Mother Superior, Ballard Berkeley 
capably portrays the guilty doctor, 
and John Crocker in every way 
suggests the village idiot who is 
employed at the convent to keep 
him out of mischief. There is also 
a fine cameo from Mary Marvin as 
a guard, Myro. 


Castle in the Air 


London, Jan. 3. 


Jack Buchanan and Stanley French pres- 
entation of comedy in three acts by Alan 
Melville. Directed by Roy Rich. At Adel- 
phi, London. 
Menzies 
“Boss” Trent 
Earle of Locharne 
Arthur Phillips... 
Mrs. Dunne 


Ewan Roberts 
Coral Browne 
i eats Jack Buchanan 
.. William Kendall 
Irene Manning 


This is a brisk, topical comedy 
of a Scottish laird threatened with 
ruin and staving off the wolf at his 
ancestral door as long as possible. 


| Show is good entertainment, with 


plenty of laughs, and gives Jack 
Buchanan full scope to display his 
whimsical charm. 

The Earl of Locharne, reduced 
to taking lodgers in a losing battle 
to keep up his estate, is suddenly 
confronted with an official from 
the Coal Board who has to repor 
to his superiors whether the castle 
is worth requisitioning as a rest 
home for miners. Wishing to sell 
his ancestral home, but averse to 
being driven from it, the harassed 
veer finds salvation in a million- 
airess blonde from Detroit. 

Irene Manning is alluring as the 
American invader and_ Coral 
Browne attractive in a contrasting 
vein as a faithful watchdog. Wil- 
liam Kendall is a conscientiously 
fussy civil servant and Ewan Rob- 
erts gives a rich characterization as 


— 





a handyman who refuses to he 
fired. Clem, 
Les Justes 
(The Just) 

Paris, Jan. 3. 


_ Jacques Hebertot presentation of drama 
in five acts by Aibert Camus. Directed by 


Paul Oettly. Scenery and costumes by 
Rosnay. At the Theatre Hebertot, Paris. 
Dora Oya Sere Maria Casares 
Anankov FULD EOS Cees Yves Brainville 
on SE eee Michel Bouquet 
Voinov Saree rere Jean Pommier 
ORNOOV 62 258550005 45.58 Sergé Reggiani 
a) EE eae Moncorbier 


Le Gardien 
Skouratov CaN ia eee ao 
Grand Duchess 


Louis Perdoux 
_ Paul Oettly 
Michele Lahaye 





In February, 1905, a group of 
terrorists organized a bomb attack 
on the Grand Duke Serge. uncle 
of the Tsar of Russia, which, from 
an historical standpoint, provided 
Albert Camus with the framework 
of his drama. Beyond this, how- 
ever, the play itself is a long 
philosophical discussion of 
“Justice” of political assassination 
and the mental sufferings of an in- 
dividual torn between his humane 
instincts and the necessity of an 
act that his conscience is inclined 
to repudiate but which his politi- 
cal beliefs force him to consider 
inevitable. 

Thanks to intelligent direction 
and superb acting the play, which 
is fundamentally static, is on the 
whole dramatically effective. The 


the 5 


‘actual bombing takes place of. 
| stage, but there is terrific suspense 
as the conspirators wait for the 
explosion. There’ is a_ strange 
_ pathos in the scene in prison, aftey 
the bomb has been thrown, and 
terror in the insistence of Dora (in 
love with Kaliayev) upon hearing 
the last detail of his hanging. 

In the excellent cast acting 
honors go to Maria Casares as 
Dora, and Michel Bouquet as the 
confirmed, hardened revolutionary, 
Stepan. Serge Reggiani is also 
fine as the intellectual Kaliayey, 
and Michele Lahaye is moving as 
the Grand Duchess. Paul Oettly 
turns in another of his exemplary 
performances as the police-chief 
Skouratov, who cynically tries to 
persuade public opinion to believe 
that the Grand Duchess succeeded 
in converting Kaliayev. The rest 
of the cast are outstanding in 
minor roles. The grim, grey set- 
tings, of the conspirators’ attic 
room and of Kaliayev’s prison cel} 
heighten the mood of the play. 

Fred. 





Fruehling im Prater 
(Springtime in Vienna) 


Vienna, Jan. 3. 

Franz Stoss production of operetta in 
two acts (12 scenes). Book by Ernst Ma 
rischka; music, Robert Stolz; production 
designed by Hubert Marischka; costumes, 
Gerdago; musical direction, Fritz Twer- 
enz; settings, Otto Liewehr; lighting, Wil- 
helm Riepl; dances, Dia Lucca. At Stadt 
theatre, Vienna. 
Die Turfkarolin 


Steffi Schaffel 


Karl Apfelthaler Fritz Imhoff 
Xaverl Tiefenbacher...... Oskar Sima 
news Tony Niessner 


Gustl Brettschneider 


ey ae eS Sarre Heinz Conrads 
Max von Bless ...... Stefan Skodler 
Rosi Tiefenbacher .... Hedy Fassler 


Robert Stolz is once again at his 
best. Written in exile, loaded with 
nostalgia, this newest operetta of 
the rejuvenated ambassador of 
Viennese music ranks among the 
most enjoyablé, satisfying musical 
shows since pre-war Vienna days. 
B.o. returns here, and anywhere, 
should be good. 

The book presents the romance 
of a girl (Hedy Fassler), desirous 
of escaping from the dull life as a 
| violinist in a Prater restaurant, 
Vienna’s pre-war amusement cen- 
| tre. She almost succumbs to the 
| flatteries of a Jockey Club member 
‘(Stefan Skodler), but finally re- 
turns to her real love, the Prater 
towncrier (Tony Niessner). 

Standout songs include a big 
waltz (“Vienna Music’), an old- 
fashioned cancan, “Im Prater Wer- 
den die Maedchen Schwach” (‘In 
Prater the Girls Weaken’), “The 
Streets and Squares of Vienna,” 
and “Jessas, Sind die Menschen 
Bloed” (“How Stupid People Are”). 
Also very effective are “‘Wenn die 
Liebe Aus Ist” (“When Love 
Ends”), “Scheint die Sonne Nim- 
mer Mehr?” (‘‘Doesn’t the Sun 
Shine Anymore?”), “Wo Gibt’s a 
Hetz” (“Where There is Fun”). 

There are a few casual dances 
and two big ballets by Vienna's 
leading Dia Lucea corps. One 
leads up a Prater review of 1910, 
|lavishly decorated; the other is a 
cancan, adding color to an almost 
forgotten, fabulous period. Lyrics 
often grow out of the situation, de- 
velop character and help advance 
the story. Every verse of Ernest 
Marischka’s graceful book lives up 
to expectations. 

Miss Fassler is a treat in the 

costumes of the period. The same 
goes for Steffi Schaffel. Both are 
captivating stars. Skodler rates 
a hand for his singing and general 
deportment as the rich, bad man. 
Niessner and Heinz Conrads click 
in their parts. Fritz Imhoff has 
an amusing comedy role as flea- 
| circus owner. Oskar Sima de- 
; Serves mention. Orchestration is 
worthy of Stolz standard. Scenery 
and lighting are striking; costumes, 
effective. 

Though written and produced to 
remind Vienna of the good old 
days, “Fruehling im Prater” won't 
lose its punch if transplanted in 
foreign countries. Maas. 





Murder at the Viearage 


London, Jan. 3 


hs *. Meyer preseniation (in association 
with People’s Entertainment Society) of 
mystery in two acts by Moie Charles and 


Barbara Toy, adapted from book b¥ 
Agatha Christie. Directed by Reginald 
fate. At Playhouse, London 

Rev. Leonard Clement Jack Lambert 
Griselda Clement Genine Graham 
SN ih Satis Gc, Michael Newell 
Mary..... eats yt Betty Sinclait 
Rev. Ronald Hawes... Darbyshire 


..Michg 
Lettice Protheroe.. ——— 
Miss Marple .__......... 
Mrs. Price 0) ee 
Anne Protheroe 


Andrea Lea 
Barbara Mullen 
Mildred Cottell 

Alvys Maben 


Lawrence Redding....... Reginald Tate 
, Dr. BIAYGOCE .... 3... Francis Roberts 
Inspector Slack....... Stanley Van Beers 





Familiar whodunit type of play, 
adapted from an Agatha Christie 
thriller, should provide good local 
entertainment. Its theme and 
status is obvious and will draw its 
own particular audience. Having 
already covered production cost on 
its pre-London tour, it should make 
good on popularity of novelist 
\ (Continued on page 60) 
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Plays Out of Town 


The Happy Time 


New Haven, Jan. 5. 


ichard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
By production of comedy in three 
acts (six scenes) by Samuel Taylor. based 
‘ k of same name by Robert Fon- 


on boo ; 
sine. Features Claude Dauphin, Richard 
Hart, Leora Dana, Eva abor, Edgar 


Stehli, Johnny Stewart. Directed by Rob- | 


ert Lewis; scenery and costumes by Aline 


i New 
Bernstein. Opened at Shubert, 
aven, Jan. 5, ‘50; $3.60 top. 
abl SS 5 ere Johnny Stewart 
Papa... ..ceececcevcerece Claude Dauphin 
Maman Re eee es ee Leora Dana 
GranGpere....s.seeseercees Edgar Stehli 


Kurt Kasznar 
..Mary Aurelius 
Eva Gabor 


Richard Hart 


Uncle Louis......---- 
Aunt Felice.. 
Mignonette 
Uncle Desmonde 


Sally . Marlene Cameron 
Doctor Gagnon : Gage lark 
Alfred James O Rear 
Mr. Frye Oliver Cliff 


“The Happy Time” is a joyous 
oceasion for all concerned. From 
an audience standpoint, it provides 
stellar entertainment: From the 
boxoffice angle, it’s merely a mat- 
ter of arranging proper depository 
space at the nearest sub-treasury 
location. 

If there is any room in the 
Rodgers-Hammerstein cap for an- 
other feather, this is it. Once 
again this team has blended the 
elements of writing, acting, stag- 
ing and designing into a worth- 
while presentation to maintain a 
record for outstanding merit. 

Originally dramatized by Robert 
Fontaine, author of the book, and 
with a subsequent different ver- 
sion by Samuel Taylor, scripter of 
the present opus, this work wrings 
considerable laughter and _ philos- 
ophy from a very human tale—the 


story of a bov’s awakening to 
puberty. As of its premiere, 
‘Happy -Time” is great diversion 


but not, as yet. a great play. It 
can be both. 
latter status, it may be necessary 
to sacrifice some of the more farci- 
cal elements. now good for belly- 
laughs, in order to emphasize more 
fully the underlying warmth of the 
theme per se. 

Localed in Ottawa in the early 
720s, script is a sort of “I Remem- 
ber Papa,” being highlighted by a 
lad’s first man-to-man discourse 
with his father on the mysterious, 
to him, subject of dawning sex in- 
clinations. To expound his theor- 
ies, author has laid his play in the 
home of a French-Canadian musi- 
cian, married to a Scotch Presby- 
terian whose principal worry in 
life is that their young son, Bibi, 
will be seriously influenced moral- 
ly by close contact with a ques- 
tionable array of relatives who fre- 
quent the household. Entourage 
consists of Uncle Louis, who seeks 
refuge from his vixen spouse by 
imbibing wine in 
quantities; Uncle Desmonde, whose 
amorous leanings have raised him 
to self-styled head of the territory 
wolf-pack: Grandpere, likable pa- 
triarch, who has one foot in the 
grave and the other on the bed- 
rail of a certain attractive widow. 

The mother feels that this trio 
will guide Bibi up the wrong al- 
ley and it looks like her attitude 
is justified when Bibi becomes in- 
volved. at school. in an episode 
concerning the drawing of an ob- 
scene picture inspired by a copy 
of “La Vie Parisienne” which Uncle 
Desmonde has given to Bibi. Fam- 
ily traits are dragged into the mat- 
ter by the school principal who has 
beaten Bibi in an attempt to force 
from him an admission of having 
drawn the picture (which he did 
not draw). The boy’s father and 
uncles unite to persuade the prin- 
cipal. in a physical way, that he 
is mistaken, and the overall inci- 
dent serves to bind the boy more 
closely to his family ties. An add- 
ed newfound association between 
Bibi and his father is attained in 
a very moving dissertation by the 
parent on the subject of sex and 
love. 

Performances constitute a veri- 
table cluster of thesping gems. 
Claude Dauphin, whose only pre- 
vious American legit role was a 
sober one in “No Exit.’ impresses 
as an actor of varied talenis. His 
interpretation of Papa is grade-A. 
Playing the boy, Bibi, Johnny 
Stewart assumes major stature as 
a standout junior trouper. Lad 
has everything the arduous role 
cal's for. Given a lion’s-share of 
the script’s sock comedy lines. 
Kurt Kasznar wallops them across 
with tremendous impact. Richard 
Hart cashes in heavily as the pre- 
datory Uncle Desmonde and FEd- 
gar Stehli’s portrait of Grandpere 
Is completely convincing. 

On the distaff side, Leora Dana 
is an excelent choice as the some- 
times sentimental. sometimes dis- 
traught mother. Eva Gabor, mak- 
Ing her Broadway debut. is at- 
tractive as an ex-vaudevillian 
who eventuallv «snares Uncle 
Desmonde, and Mary Aurelius 
Pives authenticity to the role of 
Uncle Tovie’ chewish wife. As 
In previous R&4 productions. min- 
ute attention is given to minor 


as well as major, characters. Which 


To arrive at the} 


water-cooler | 


| is another way of stating that fine 
| work is contributed by James 
| O’Rear, as a milquetoast suitor; 
Gage Clark, as a thirdrate medic: 


| 


{ 


things of more interest to playgoers 
on the opposite side of the Atlantic. 

The plot sometimes gets rather 
soap-opery; it also bears a close re- 
semblance to “Edward, My Son.” 
A blind but rich nobleman idolizes 
the memory of his son, believed 


killed in World War Ii, and has 


Oliver Cliff, as the school princi-| 


pal, and Marlene Cameron, as 
Bibi’s youthful romantic interest. 

Writing, reportedly a free 
adaptation of the original, is up- 
per-level scrivening. A happy me- 
dium has been struck between 
smile and sentiment, the whole be- 
ing supported by comprehensive 
delineation of very real people. 
Critical purists may take issue with 
two sequences (one an overwrit- 
ten mistaken - identity, gloves- 
nightgown segment, the other a 


father-suitor bit concerning pos- 
sible future progeny) as _ being 
reminiscent of something lifted 


from well-worn comedy routines. 
Structurally, the play is excellent- 
ly composed, building from a 
serene opening to later highly dra- 
matic values and ending on a 
cheery note that sends ’em out 
chuckling. 

Robert Lewis can chalk this one 
up as one of his better directorial 
chores. The simplicity of Aline 
Bernstein’s scenic background 
makes excellent material for mood 
setting. Bone. 


The Man 
Buffalo, Jan. 6. 


Kermit Bloomgarden’s production of 
melodrama in two acts by Mel Dinelli. 
Stars Dorothy Gish. Directed by Martin 
Ritt. Scenery and lighting. Jo Mielziner; 
costumes, Julia Sze. At Erlanger, Buft., 
Jan. 5, °50: $3 top. 


Mrs. Gillis Dorothy Gish 


Ruth =~ Peggy Ann Garner 
Mr. Armstrong : obert Emhardat 
Howard Wilton...... ( Don Hanmer 
LS oS ear Frank McNeliis 
Doug Joseph Walsh 


Mr. Stephens Richard Boone 


In his new melodrama, “The 
Man,” Mel Dinelli, whose _ previ- 
ous scripting has been confined to 
screen and radio horror pieces, has 
expanded what might have been 
an effective half-hour radio shocker 
into a rather skimpy two-acter of 


the “Night Must Fall” genre. It) 


is a sometimes tense and frequent- 
ly repetitious study of a young 
maniac-depressive slayer 
fails of peak horrific effectiveness 
because the killer’s objective and 
design are revealed almost from 
the start. The necessary sustained 
dramatic suspense is largely lack- 
ing in consequence. In this, it 
points up sharply the difference 
between radio and stage treatment 
of these sort of themes. With no 
love interest and almost wholly de- 
void of comedy relief, it is Dinelli’s 
skillful dialog which gives the 
seript its chief chance of survival. 

The meagre story, which spans 
a single day, is laid in the Victorian 
street-level living room and kitchen 
of a brownstone city residence. 
Here a lone widow befriends an 
erotic voung handyman whom she 
has hired for a day’s household 
| chores. He turns out to be a 
paranoiac madman—as complete a 
, psychotic killer as has been seen 
lately on any stage—who after 
theatening and manhandling her 
repeatedly throughout half a dozen 
scenes, strangles her offstage as 
the final curtain falls on her death 
screams. Except for the fact that 
it has all been done repeatedly on 
the radio and much more artistic- 
ally and subtly by Robert Mont- 
gomery in “Night Must Fall,” it is 
pretty strong melodramatic medi- 
cine. Not for queasy stomachs, it 
had some of the opening night’s 
audience in hysterical giggles at 
several points 

Dorothy Gish portrays the ter- 
ror-stricken widow, doing her best 
to clarify a somewhat ambiguous- 
ly conceived and written role. The 
sympathy which she manages to 
elicit from the audience heips the 
script shortcomings of the part ma- 
terially. Don Hanmer as the killer 
turns in a noteworthy chore in an 
actor’s dream of a part. This boy 
is a natural for pix. His perform- 
ance and Jo Mielziner’s solid utili- 
tarian setting are the outstanding 
features of the presentation. 

Burton. 


The Paragon 
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 1. 


Shubert production of drama in three 
acts by Roland and Michael Pertwee. 
Staged by Jerome Coray: settings and cos 
tumes. Robert N. Robbins. At Playhouse 
Wilmington; $35 top 


Delivery Man Edward Harvey 


Shirley Gale 


Kate 
Jessica Phoebe Mackay 
Joan Carol Goodner 


John W. Austin 
John Loder 
June Lockhart 
Richard Fraser 
Chester Stratton 


The Earl of Clandon 
Sir Robert Rawley 
Angela 

Maxwell Oliver 
Simon Rawley 


While a success in London, this 
British import leaves much to be 
desired for American audiences. 
True. there are some interesting 
scenes and the drama builds up to 
a really exciting climax, but the 
general pace is slow and uneven In 
the first two acts. As with many 
British plays, the dialog pertains to 


built a sports palace in his honor. 
Only the father is_ignorant of the 
fact that the son was despised by 
all his associates, with nary a re- 
deeming feature. 

Day before dedication of the 
building, the supposedly dead son 
shows up and proceeds to reveal 
himself as an Army deserter, cow- 
ard, blackmailer and murderer. His 
widow has remarried and altogeth- 
er things are ina mess. Comes the 
third act and father learns the bit- 
ter truth. The climax, as father 
and son clash, contains the play’s 
major excitement. 

The excellent. cast is headed by 
John Loder, who gives an arresting 
portrayal as the blind father. Ches- 
ter Stratton has the rather thank- 
less role of the wastrel son and 
even manages to win some audi- 
ence sympathy in the third act cli- 
max. John W. Austin and Richard 
Fraser are competent in supporting 
roles. The feminine contingent is 
headed by Carol Goodner and June 


Lockhart and both are decorative | 
Phoebe | 


as well as accomplished. 
Mackay adds some humor as a 
spinster with a ven for spiritual- 


ism. There is an attractive set- 
ing by Robert N. Robbins. 
Klep. 


(Closed out of town Dee. 31.) 


——— 


Johnny Appleseed 
Seattle, Jan. 5. 


Repertory Plavhouse production of 
musical play in three acts (five scenes) 
by John Forrest. Directed by Florence 
Bean James. Musical direction, Helen 
Taverniti; settings, Ernest Watson, Fred- 
emc Youens; choreography, Donna Rae 
Jones, Jackson Warren At Repertory 


| Playhouse, Seattle, Jan. 4, °50. 


which | 


Alfred Russell 
Patti Swezea 
Gertrude Skoog 
Sandy Paton 
Don Hiatt 


Johnny Appleseed 
Jennifer : 
Emma 

Capt. Willie Pucket 
Private Tubbs....... 
Nancy 

Lieut. Happy Davis 
Major Shadrack Coots 
Scout EY Rowe Rees 
Sentry..... 


Gary Munn 
Jackson Warren 
Harry Bott 
Gene Anderson 
Made enjoyable by a number of 
good tunes and a good book, with 
the exception of a weak ending, 
this musical play, based on the life 
(Continued on page 60) 


: Cathy Paulson | 


“Annie’ Getting Spectacular Wild West 


| 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“All You Need is One Good 
Break”—Proser & Kipness. 

“Bird Cage”’—Fried. 

“Come Back Little Sheba” — 
Theatre Guild. 


“Devil’s Disciple’ — N. Y. C. 
Theatre Co. 

“Innocents” — Cookson Produc- 
tions. 


“Mr. 
berton. 

“Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” 
—Stern & Nichols III. 

“Tobacco Road” (road) — 
land. 


Barry’s Etchings” — Pem- 


Kirk- 


SHOW-OF-MONTH CAN 
OFFER 1006 T0 A PLAY 


Show-of-the-Month, Inec., with 
4.000 subscribers as of this week 
and with a list to reach 5,000 with- 
in the next month or so, will then 


be able to guarantee about $100,- 
000 in business for any Broadway 
show it selects, according to pres- 
ent indications. That sum will 
represent regular subscriber trade, 
plus party bookings, which the or- 
ganization also handles. Biggest 
amount thus far bought by the 
group for any show was $80,000 
for “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
Current month’s selection for 


SOMC is “Blondes,” with “Member | 
of the Wedding” as alternate. For | 
February, the selection is “Happy | 
Time,’ with “The Man” as alter-'| 


nate. The March selection is “As 
You Like It.” November choices 
were ‘“‘Montserrat,”’ with “Lost in 
the Stars” as alternate, and for 
December the selection was ‘Rat 
Race,’ with “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra” as alternate. 


Slant With Gallic Flavor in Paris Bow 


+ 


“Annie Get Your Gun” will be 
given a Wild West spectacle treat- 
ment when it is done in Paris, 
late in February, with the Buffalo 
Bill theme built up and accent on 
the cowboy, rough-riding angle. 
Fact that Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
show actually did play Paris is be- 
ing worked into the “Annie” 
adaptation being readied by Albert 
Willemetz, which Maurice Leh- 
mann will produce. Composer- 
author Irving Berlin, who flew 
back from Paris last week after 
a short vacation, will return for 
the premiere. 

Origiral idea had been to use 
Dolores Gray and Bill Johnson, 
leads of the London production, 
for the Paris edition, having them 
learn enough French to get by in 
the parts. However, that plan has 
been dropped and the Paris pro- 
duction will be cast entirely there. 
London version is expected to run 
about three or four more months 
at the Coliseum, taking it to the 
three-year mark. 

Berlin’s next writing assignment, 
collaborating with Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse on a musi- 
cal to be titled “Call Me Madame,” 
won’t be presented on Broadway 
until next September. Ethel Mer- 
man, who will star, wants to take 
an extended vacation in Florida, 
and is also active in radio and 
television. 


‘ny: ’ 1 . 
Dinner’ 1256, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Jan. 10. 
Five days of rain, cold and icy 
streets slowed down gross of Monty 
Woolley in “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner” to a skimpy $12,500 last 
week in 1,300 seat Cox theatre at 
$3.08 top. 
Katharine Hepburn in “As You 
Like It” is here this week in 2,500- 
seat Taft Auditorium at $3.69 top. 





























REAL ESTATE 


TEANECK, N. J. 





INDIRECT 
Bit LIARD ROOM. 





log-burning fireplace. 
tertaining with suitable Butlers’ pantry. Ultra modern kitchen and sun 
filtered breakfast room. 2 master bedrooms with colored tile bath and 
ock panelled den comprise the first floor. On the second floor are four 
additional master sized bedrooms and 2 complete baths. 


THE BASEMENT GAME ROOM 
LUXURIOUS ENTERTAINING, FROM ITS CIRCULAR BAR AND 


LIGHTING TO INDIVIDUAL CARD AND 


Call MR. A. P. LEVIN 


OUTSTANDING STONE AND BRICK RANCH 
HOUSE ON 3/4 ACREPLOT - 


Truly a dream home, situated ona lavishly shrubbed 
plot in exclusive Phelps Manor section of Teaneck. 


Walk into a spacious entrance hall, having Dual guest closests, then into 
a beautifully appointed living room 18x32, with hand-carved antique 
Dining room, expansive enough for proper en- 


IN ADDITION 


ITS 


THE ADDITIONAL FEATURES OF THIS DREAM HOME ARE 
MUCH TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION. 


If you are looking for the ultimate in gracious living and yet, only 30 
minutes FROM MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, we invite your inspection 
of this exceptional and unusual home. 


PRICED AT 
$125,000.00 


IS THE LAST WORD FOR 


TEANECK 6-0266 
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and-a-half week road tour. In 
figuring losses. only operating ex- 
penses, not production cost items, 
may be included. The concession 
also applies only to shows of pro- 
ducers using the accounting system 
recently approved by the Commit- 
tee of Theatrica! Producers. 


The rovalty cut may not be 
applied to the authors advance 
against royalties. Aiso, in case the 
show which has suffered a tryout 
loss subsequently earns back its 
investment the amount ot tne 
rovaity cut must be returned to 
the.author before any profits ma 
be distributed It is emphasized 
that steps wv be taken to prevent 
producers from loading up finan- 
cial statements to show a tryout 
loss and obtain unwarranted rovyal- 


tv reductions. 


Since the royalty slice will not 
apply to an author’s advance and, 
in any case, will cover only losing 
tryout engagements, on which the 
gross will presumably be low, the 
Guild's action is obvious! ore 
in the nature of a gesture than a 
major financial concession. How- 
ever, if it leads to corresponding 
waivers from Actors Equity, the 
stagehands, musicians and othe! 
unions, it may involve a substantia! 
reduction of tryout losses. As the 
Guild noted in its announcement 
of the cut, the whole purpose of 
the CTP is to reduce production 
expenses and thereby increase pro- 


would 


earnings 


That in turn 
employment and 
for everyone involved. 

As the members of the CTP have 
pointed out, concessions covering 
tryouts and the critical weeks early 
in a Broadway run ordinarily 
would involve little actual sacri- 
fice, since that is the period when 
usually draw relatively 
small grosses. On the other hand, 
the only substantial return from 
legit under present conditions is 
from hit shows. So it should be a 
profitable gamble to allow conces- 
sions on the low-grossing weeks on 
the chance of helping to get a show 
established as a hit. In the latter 


duction 


crease 


in- 


shows 
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75% Slice 








ample 


case there is generally 
profit for everyone involved. ; 
The CTP sub-committee which 
worked out the royalty-cut propos- 
al consists of Sherwood, Herman 
Shumlin and Gilbert Miller. Hav- 
ing gained the Dramatists Guild 
approval of the scheme, the CTP is 
next expected to approach Equity 


and the other unfons for corre- 
sponing concessions. Some move 
to persuade theatre owners t0 
agree to modification of theatre 
terms is also anticipated, since the- 
atre rental is usually the largest 


operating 


ingle item in a shows 





R ers in 
showering I s and 
cast. Du . L gnt sul- 
fered bruta: ards 
and 15-below-ze ures 
For the seven one 
matinee at $3.60 900- 
seat Li un the attraction came 
through with only a paltry $7,000. 

Next on the list is “Mister Rob- 
erts which starts a 10-day en- 
gagement Jan. 15 

Schwartz 17G, Mont’! 

Montreal, Jan. 10. 

“yosele the Nightingale.” 
Maurice Schwartz's folk comedy 
from the novel by Sholem 
Aleichem, did a near $17,000 at 


His Majesty 
formances. 

With this 1.579-seater scaled to 
a $3.40 top, play drew raves from 
all aisle-sitters and was called by 
some the best theatre to have 
played Montreal in the past year. 


‘s last week for 11 per- 





‘PRIMITIVE ANGEL’ FOR LA. 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
“The Primitive Angel,” comedy 
with music, will be staged at the 


Westwood Playhouse, L. A., Jan. 
19. Jay Ingram wrote the play and 
will direct. Dick Sherman did the 
lyrics. 


Shirley O. Mills. David Daniels, 
Beb Gardette and Dodie Warren 
head the cast. 


‘Third Barter Theatre 








W mingtom 






we CLOSED hefore reaching Broadway 
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FILM PREMIERE SNAFUS 


According to Shubert, in the con- 
British producers of 


someone 


gun” 


as to 


tonight (Wed.). 





Thanks to The Shuberts for This Splendid Production 


Delivery Man 


Kate Shirley Gale 
Jessica Phoebe Mackay 
Joan Carol Goodner 
The Earl of Clandon John W. Austin 
Sir Robert Rawles John Loder 
Angela June Lockhart 
Maxwell Oliver Richard Fraser 


LEGIT DEBUT 


Wilmington. 
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Six 
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Company 
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Troupe Takes to Road 


Abingdon, Jan. 10. 

A third Barter Theatre company 
left here immediately after New 
Year's day to troupe J. B. Priest- 
ley’s “Dangerous Corner” through 
Virginia and six other southern 
states. Play has beer directed by 
Robert Porterfield, Barter’s found- 
er-manager. 

Two other companies have been 
on the road since Barter closed its 
summer season in Abingdon early 
in September. One outfit troupes 


“The Imaginary’ Invalid” and 
“Thunder Rock”: the other com- 
pany stages “You Can't Take It 
With You” and “The Show-Off.” 
“Corner’s” cast is composed 
chiefly of London and New York 


players making their first appear- 
ance in a Barter outfit and include 
Peter Pagan. Virginia Downing, 
William Kemp and Kelly Flint. 
Also in the company is Mary Perry. 
erstwhile dean of dramatics at 
Brenau College, Gainesville, Ga. 





London Legit Bits 


London, Jan. 10 

Tom Arnold’s “Ice Vogues” at 
Stoll theatre folds first week in 
February and will be followed by 
Prince Littler’s “Wild Violets” 
operetta Lou Wilson to Vienna 
Jan. 6 to look over Robert Stolz’s 
latest operetta, “Springtime in 
Vienna.” currently at Stadt thea- 
tre J. L. Sachs to New York end 
of January and expects to be away 
four weeks. 

Peter Dearing’s ‘Before the 
Party.” based on a Somerset 
Maugham short story, authored by 
Rodney Ackland, closes at St. Mar- 
tin’s theatre, Jan. 21, with nothing 


set to follow “Sauce Tartare,” 
Cecil Landeau’s successful revue, 
‘is also folding after a fortnight’s 


notice with nothing skedded after. 
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Johnny Appleseed 
and times of the legendary John- 
ny Appleseed, has definite com- 
mercial possibilities. Play covers 
years in Appleseed’s life when he 


was wandering in Ohio, bringing 
up Nancy. whom he had rescued 


from the Indians, to be the “perfect 
woman.” Action includes Apple- 
seed’s saving of Fort Mansfield, his 
controversy wifh the soldiers and 
loss of Nancy to a dashing young 
lieutenant. 

Show contains 13 tunes, among 
which “Everyman’s Got a Song,” 
“Fip Penny Bit,” “Let’s Tie Love 
Blossoms to the Apple Tree” and 
“Toll the Bell for Bunker” stand 
‘out. “Pip Penny” and Everyman’s 
Got a Song” 
widespread popularity. The square 
dance number, ‘Oh Darlin’ Mine,” 
“One Little Seed” and “Johnny’s 


Wedding Day” are also catchy 
tunes. Searecrow dance is an 
appealing novelty. 

Alfred Russell in title role 


shines on the acting side but his 
voice isn’t up to the ballads. Jack- 
son Warren as Major Coots, Don 
Hiatt as Private Tubbs and Sandy 
| Paton as Captain Willie Pucket 
shine in fat roles and on the 
distaff side Cathy Paulson, as 
Nancy, and Gertrude Skoog, as 
Emma, stand out. Settings are 
adequate but skimpy. 

John Forrest, program director 
at KOL, local indie station, did the 
book, lyrics and mfisic and has cre- 
ated what could be the biggest mu- 
sical success this,.town has seen 
in some time. Reed, 





Legit Follow-Up 








Sireetear Named Desire 
(FORD'S, BALTO.) 
Touring hasn't affected this na- 
tional company’s ability to sock 
over the impact of Tennessee Wil- 
liams’ compelling story. Judith 
Evelyn, given star billing in the 
role of the sensitive aristocrat who 


fails in her battle with crass 
reality, takes full command in 
every sense and situation. and 


Ralph Meeker provides an earthy, 
if at times. blatant contrast. 


The rest of the troupe also 
comes through with convincing 


portrayals. Cues for tricky light- 
ing and synchronized sound effects 
and music are sure, and if this 
quality of projection can be main- 
tained, there should be no beef 
from stubholders in the hinterland. 
Two-week engagement here indi- 
cates a.profitable gross in spite 
of rather halting returns for in- 
and-out entries offered rather 
sparsly to date, Burm, 


have elements for’ 


\ | 
| Tagliavini Gifts Fee | 


For J. C. Arts Center 


Plans to build a $1,500,000 arts | 
center in Jersey City gained im- 
petus Sunday (8) when Met tenor | 
Ferruccio Tagliavini made the in- | 
itial donation for the publicly-fi- 
nanced project. The singer, who 
appeared that evening at the first 
concert sponsored by the Jersey 
City Community Concert Assn., 
waived his fee as a gift for the 
venture. 

Backed by civic officials and 
prominent local citizens, the Cot- 
cert Assn. revealed the formation 
of the Jersey City Fine Arts Assn., 
which will build an opera house 
and concert hall in Jersey City. In 
addition the group is setting up a 
music festival to be held May 5 
and open to ail amateur talent 
from the city and the surrounding 
area. F 








| U. of Minn. 
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had to buy the attraction outright 
or put up a guarantee against a 
60-40 split. The show has earned 
an operating profit every week 
since the tour’s start. but still has 
a distance to go before its invest- 
ment is earned back. Grosses have 
been averaging $4.500 to $5,000 a 


week, with a $1.80 top scale for 
the smaller towns and $2.40, in- 
cluding tax. for the larger ones 


Nut is $3,600 to $3,800 weekly, giv- 
ing the attraction an operating 
profit of from $1,900 to $1,700 per 
week. Equity salaries for the per- 
formers run from a minimum of 
$80 to a high of $150 a week. There 
is a east of 10, an advance man, 
a company manager, a stage man- 
ager and two stage hands. A por- 
tion of the gross goes each week 
to Theatre-on-Tour in New York 
to help finance that organization 
and in repayment for its part in 
the tour. 

Local end is handled by Bob 
Gaus, engaged for that purpose by 
the university, and given the title 
of director of Theatre Touring 
Service. Gaus, who made a name 
for himself as the head of the 
Minneapolis Civic Theatre, which 
was artistically successful in a high 
degree, attends to the bookings 
and all other details 

It’s pointed out that the U. of 
Minnesota cannot continue to in- 
vest $40,000 per production. Tax- 
payers have asked ‘“What’s the uni- 
versity doing in the professional 
theatre?” The only answer, Gaus 
Says, is that by entering the thea- 
tre, it is providing pleasure for 
communities and helping to en- 
rich their cultural life, giving them 
advantages not otherwise had. 


This is the reason for Lombard’s 
current sessions with Rust in New 
York. Lombard. representing the 
university, believes a plan can be 
worked out whereby Theatre-on- 
Tour itself Would do the financing 
for the plays and handle the aec- 
tual production, ete., later selling 
the “packages” to institutions of | 
learning. Mass production, ete., 
would bring down the production | 
costs considerably lower than the | 
$40,000 involved in “The Hasty | 
Heart,” Lombard believes. The 
New York Theatre Guild would 
continue to select the plays and 
casts as well as the directors. 


| Plays Abroad | 


Continued from page 58 

















Murder at the Vicarage 
Agatha Christie, and star Barbara 
Mullen. 

_A busybody old maid in a small 
village sees all and knows all and 


_her meticulous observation helps 


to unravel a murder mystery. A 
local bigshot, who is thoroughly 


| disliked by all, is found killed in 


i 


the vicar’s study, where he was 
awaiting an interview. For vary- 
ing reasons many people are sus- 
pect, chiefly his second wife and 
her supposed lover, an artist with 
a taste for painting in the near 
nude. After many false clues fade 
out, and false declarations of guilt, 
the culprit is disclosed and gets 
conveniently shot to save a lot of 
trouble. 

_Miss Mullen makes an earnest 
fidgety figure of.the old lady with 
a flair for clues and a hunch as 
to probabilities. Reginald Tate, 
besides ably directing the play, 
£ives a forthright performance as 
the artist with an eye to the main 
chance. Genine Graham is an 
attractive vicar’s wife, with Jack 
Lambert an easy, natural com- 
panionable cleric. Supporting 
roles are skillfully handled. 

Clem. 


Felony Charge on Immoral 
Stage Shows Planned In 
New Albany State Bill 


Albany, Jan. 10. 

Owners, lessees or managers of 
theatres and other places of amuse- 
ment who “knowingly” permit 
them to be used for immoral stage 
shows or exhibitions would be 
guilty of a felony, punishable by 
imprisonment from  two-and-one- 
half to five years, by fine of not 
more than $5,000, or by both—in.- 
stead of a misdemeanor, as at pres- 
ent—under the terms of a bill in- 
troduced by Sen. Ray B. Tuttle 
and Assemblyman Charles’ F 
Stockmeister, Democrats. It is 
one of six “sex offender” measures 
sponsored by the Rochester legis- 
lators, both emplovees of the East- 
man Kodak Co. Senator Tuttle has 
been a newspaper writer § and 
columnist. 

Another of the Tuttle-Stock- 
meister bills makes the display of 
“indecent” pictures, posters and 
placards a felony, instead of a mis- 
demeanor—punishable by impris- 
onment, fine or both. This might 
affect advertisements for stage 
plays and motion pictures. A 
third would make the sale and dis- 
tribution of obscene literature and 
prints a felony, rather than a mis 
demeanor. All six make specified 
offenses felonies instead of misde- 
meanors. They would take effect 
immediately. Persons convicted of 
felonies automatically lose their 
citizenship. 


The “immoral shows” bill 
amends Section 1140 of the Penal 
Law. This is the one whose au- 


thorization for revocation of li- 
cense by the license commissioner 
has been for the past five years 
the subject of a measure here that 
would bar such action until a Su- 
preme Court judge reviewed the 
matter. 

The New York Theatre Authori- 
ty has long opposed the present 
revocation power. 





Daniel Reed will give his first 
Broadway performance of char- 
acters from Edgar Lee Masters’ 
“Spoon River Anthology” at Town 


Hall, Sunday (15). 








SUMMER THEATRE | 
Either FOR SALE OR FOR RENT 


$1.800, either down payment or ful 
season rental. Total price 
$9,000. (Would cost dupli 
cate today.) Remarkable bank mort 
gage runs 15 years at $480 a year' 
Easily grosses $2,200 weekly; 400 seats 
Excellent reputation for 17 years 
Fully equipped; ready to pull curtain 
Scenery, lights, included Also smal! 
buildings, can sleep 6; 2 showers 
Location: Maine vacationland. Marve! 
ous opportunity for someone. Cand, 
concession pays rent. Write back 
ground; we want this to go into right 
hands. Box V-6520, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


sales 
$20.000 to 



























100 WILLIAM ST. 


NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 
Bowling Green 9-4420 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 


Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal 














LITTLE THEATRE AVAILABLE 
VERY LOW RENT for studio theatre 
on Sth Avenue. Performances, re 
hearsals less than $9 nite (monthly 
90¢ hour morning, $1.50 hour after 
noons. Adjoining office for rent. 
6 Fifth Ave. (off 8th St.), N. Y. C. 

Call ORegon 3-1849 











Waterfront Home 


2'2 ACRES 
KING'S POINT 
PRIVATE BEACH 

Great Neck 2-4463-J 














SALES OPPORTUNITY 


available with prominent and active 
Connecticut reali estate office. Open 
ing for three men. Applicant must be 
dependable, ambitious, energetic and 
possess showmanship talent. Adequate 
training program provided. (Photo 
please). Write Box V-2526, Variety: 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y- 
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N. Y. Circulation War? 

An old-fashioned newspaper cir- 
culation war is looming in_ the 
wake of the New York Sun's 
demise last Thursday (5) following 
purchase of its name and goodwill 
by the World-Telegram. While all 
the other N. Y. dailies expressed 
regret over the Sun’s death, the 
World-Telly and the Journal- 
American started their major 
struggle for dominance in the 
afternoon field. These two papers, 
together with the N. Y. Post, which 
has a different editorial outlook 
and readership composition, now 


comprise the three p.m. dailies 
still surviving in New York. 
Both the World-Telly and the 


Journal-American are currently 
vying for the 260,000 readers who 
were let loose by the Sun’s fold- 
ing. Circulation inspectors of both 
dailies were ordéred to hit the 
routes to assure favorable display 
and positions on the newsstands. 
Extra bundles of one paper were 
distributed to the stands in order 


to put the other paper into the 
shade. The World-Teliv, mean- 
time, expanded its own plant 


facilities to handle an anticipated 
circulation hike. For a couple of 
days last week, the W-T used the 
N. Y. Times plant to run off 175.- 
000 extra copies. 

The W-T added the 
masthead and took over 


Sun to its 
several 


top columnists from the defunct 
117-year old daily. The J-A also 
inked many Sun feature writers 


and in several editions last week 
displaved the Sun’s name at the 
head of the paper in larger type 


than used for its own masthead. 
Both papers also splashed full- 
page spreads in the morning 


dailies to publicize the features 
taken over from the Sun. 

The W-T enlarged its staff with 
the addition from the Sun _ of 
Grantland Rice. Ward Morehouse, 
Fileen Creelman, Carlton Shively, 
J. B. Wallach, Roger Whitman, 
Dave Boone Says, Charles Goren, 
Garrett Winter, the Sun’s comics 
and several other weekly features. 
Morehouse will only do _ his 
“Broadway After Dark” column 
with William Hawkins remaining 
as the Telegram’s drama 
Eileen Creelman similarly will do 


film news with Alton Cook also 
continuing as film critic. The 
Jeurnal- American took over 


George E. Sokolsky, Rube Gold- 
berg and John McClain. 

Most of the Sun’s 1.200 em- 
ployees ‘were laid off, with many 
receiving severance pay under 
their union contracts. Editorial 
employees of the Sun, the only 
N. Y. paper not having a contract 
with the American Newspaper 
Guild, were organized into an in- 
dependent union. The Guild, 
while expressing sympathy with 
the unemployed Sun - staffers, 
warned the W-T management 
against displacing Guild members 
with Sun employees. The W-T has 
already employed several Sun re- 
write men and is continuing to 
interview others. 


In explaining the reason for the | 


Sun’s sale, publisher Thomas D 
Dewart said that rising costs had 
made profitable operations  vir- 
tually impossible. He put the 


heaviest blame on various unions | 


which, he alleged, forced 


“beyond reason.” 


wages 


The Hilton Buildup 

Fred Joyce, Conrad Hilton's per- 
sonal rep, heads for the Coast to 
tie up film package deal for “The 
Man Who Bought the Waldorf” by 
Thomas E. Dabney on the Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce January list. 
While Lester Cowan is interested, 
Joyce would like Metro to do a 
followup to “Week End at the 
Waldort” released several years 
ago. 

_Picture would be’ culmination of 
Zlant buildup the hotelman_ has 
been getting with his acquisition o/ 
the New York Waldorf - Astoria, 
Oct. 12. and the opening of the 
Caribe Hilton, Puerto Rico, Dee. 9. 


Police Gazette Expands 
_ National Police Gazette is add- 
Ing eight pages with its February 
Issue, going to 32 pages for first 
time in its 105-year old history. 
Price is also being upped to 20c 
New features added will be radio 
and ielevision coverage, as well as 

more film and theatre news. 





Authors Guild Income Hike 


Proposed contributions plan to 
be voted on Jan. 28 by the Authors 
Guild, is expected to bring in 
*bout $10,000 a year for the or- 
Ranization. With the anticipated 
increase of 1,200 new members in 
the next two years, paying $34,000 
#nnual dues, and the receipt of 
#n estimated $4,000 other revenue, 
- Guild's income is figured likely 
© be about $48,000 a year. The 


critic. | 


organization’s council, in asking 
approval of the contributions plan, 
indicates that the minimum budget, 
|as operating at present, is $34,000, 
‘but that to function effectively 
ithe Guild would need $58,000- 
$63,000. 

| Under the contributions plan, 
'requests for donations in addition 
|to dues “will be made periodically 
and systematically. The -requests 
will imply no obligation and no 
pressure. For members’ informa- 
tion, a scale of suggested contri- 
butions ‘in proportion to income) 
will be furnished, but the amount 
of each member’s contribution, and 
whether he makes it or not, will 
be left entirely to him. His deci- 
sion will have no bearing on his 
status as a member in good stand- 
ing ‘ 

The contributions plan is to take 
the place of the assessment plan, 
which has produced less than 15° 
of the expected $40,000 revenue 
and aroused criticism and resent- 
ment among the membership. 

Macmillan’s Show Biz Tomes 

Included in Macmillan’s list of 
books for release early this vear 
are a number of entries with show 





biz links Sylvia Dee’s “Dear 
Guest and Ghost” and Kenneth 
MacGowan's “Early Man in the 


New World” are two novels sched- 
uled for April publication. The 
former author is a member of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, while the 
latter is a drama eritic, theatre 
arts prof and film and legit pro- 


ducer. Also slated for the stands 
that month is “Ballet Annual 
1950.” edited by A. L. Haskell, 
British dance critic. 


Moses Smith’s “Selective Record 
Guide” is set for March release. 
Smith was formerly music critic 
for the Boston Transcript and later 
director of Columbia Masterworks. 
“Fritz Kreisler,” a biography of 
the title character by .Louis P. 
Lochner, will go into the book 
stalls in May. Lochner, a radio 
commentator, Pulitzer Prize win- 
ner for foreign correspondence, 
was a former reporter for Musical 
America. 

Macmillan’s new catalog also in- 
cludes two high priced works. 
Eric Partridge’s “A Dictionary of 
the Underworld” and “A _ Dic- 
tionary of Slang and Unconven- 
tional English.”” The former book 


/will sell for about $9, while the 
latter will probably retail at 
' $10.50. 





‘Dream Merchants’ Ciub Buy 

“The Dream Merchants,” novel 
on the film industry “authored by 
Harold Robbins, statistician at 
Universal Pictures. has been sold 
to the Fiction Book Club for dis- 
tribution in the spring. Deal guar- 
antees another 250,000 copies in 
circulation. Robbins is currently 
working on his third novel, ten- 
tatively labelled ‘‘Moving Day.” 
which has no showbiz angle. Like 
the first two, book will be pub- 
lished by Alfred Knopf & Co. 


Trade Press Course 

Course designed mainly for the 
N. Y. trade press will be inaugu- 
rated Feb. 9 by the City College 
School of Business’ Evening and 
Extension Division. Labeled Work- 
shop in Advanced Techniques of 
Trade Journalism, course will be 
conducted by Jack A. Ghene, man- 
aging editor of House Furnishing 
Review and Linens & Domestics. 

Course will run 15 weeks, with 
the class meeting Thursday nights 
at the 46th St. Center. 

Jazz History Gab Series 

A 15-week course on the history 
of jazz will get underway Feb. 6 at 
N.Y.U. Labeled Perspectives in 
Jazz. the sessions will be conducted 
by Marshall W. Stearns, John Ham- 
mond and George Avakian. Stearns, 
formerly with Varrery, Down Beat 
and Metronome, is currently on 
leave from Cornell U., where he 
serves as an assistant English prof. 
Hammond is veepee of Mercury 
Records, while Avakian is editor of 
Hot Jazz Classics. 

Guest lecturers will also be used 
Among those scheduled are Louis 
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Benny 
Goodman. Dizzy Gillespie, Count 
Basie and Eddie Condon. 


CHATTER 
Leonard Slater is the new 
lvwood representative for 
week. 
A biography of Fritz Kreisler, 
by Louis Lochner, may be publish- 
ed by Macmillan in May. 
Marshall W. Stearns, 
VARIETY mugg, writing 
Afro-American folk music. 
Fred Sammis in Hollywood to 
make arrangements for the annual 
Photoplay Gold Medal awarcs. 
Oriana ‘Mrs. Brooks) Atkinson 
has just signed a contract with 


Hol- 


News- 


former 
book on 


|they are easier to peddle. 


Bobbs-Merrill to do a new novel. 
Gary Cooper profiled in cur- 
rent Satevepost, “Hollywood’s Not 

So Silent Knight,” by Pete Martin. 

Donald Hamilton’s new book. 
“Murder Twice Told,” is now in 
the hands of his publishers, Rine- 
hart & Co. 

d Quentin Reynolds describes New 
York’s Algonquin Hotel, with its 
show biz-literati ties, as ‘The Hotel 
That Refused to Die,” in February 


' Esquire. 


_Jimmy Savage, Chi Tribune gos- 
sip columnist, heads for the New 


*York and Washington arenas, with 


a five-week tour on carte blanche 
assignment. 


Russell Rhodes, its former pic 
critic, appointed night club and 
general entertainment editor of 


The Journal of Commerce and will 
conduct a regular column. 
Nathan Goldstein, formerly cir- 


culation manager of the N. Y 
Times, upped to the post of cir- 
culation director. Paul J. Rowan 


moves into Goldstein's old spot. 


Don Freeman, artist and author 
of “Come One, Come All,” which 
Rinehart published in November, 
has just completed a children’s 
book, with his own illustrations. 

Ned Calmer, CBS newscaster, 
has authored a novel with a locale 
of France during the liberation. 
“The Strange Land,” due/ for 
publication Feb. 6 by Scribner’s. 

Peter Heggie, whose resignation 
as executive secretary of the Au- 
thors Guild becomes effective Jan. 
31, will take a three-week vacation 
on Cape Cod before starting a new 
assignment. ’ 

Actress Ruth Chatterton has 
written a novel, “Homeward 
Borne.” about a refugee boy in 
America, which she’ submitted 
anonymously to Simon & Schuster 
and which that firm will publish 
in May. 

Theodore Pratt, 
Flame Tree,’ launched an exten- 
sive lecture tour through Florida 
on behalf of his book. Novel, which 
has a Miami setting, is getting 
heevy promotional support from 
Florida hotels. ‘ 

Emmet N. O’Brien, of Gannett 
Newspapers, has been elected the 
50th president of the Legislative 
Correspondents Assh. in Albany. 
He succeeds Robert G. Spivack, of 


author of “The 


New York Post-Home News, 
O’Brien is from Rochester. 
Talks by Arthur Schwartz on 


television. Rex Stout on whodunits, 
Malcolm Cowley on criticism and 
Paul Gallico, Merle Miller, Mark 
Van Doren, Elizabeth Janeway, 
William Sloane, Agnes Rogers and 
Frederick Lewis Allen, and Henry 
F. Pringle on other aspects of 
writing and editing will comprise 
‘a series of 10 lectures to be offered 
by Columbia Univ., by arrange- 
ment with the Authors Guild, from 
Feb. 7 through May 2. 


Agents Fiddle | 


‘cumume, Continued from page 1 











there would still be sizable routes. 
Many cates might not have closed 
if agencies had come up with new 


' modes of presentation and differ- 


ent types of performers. The same. 
they feel, is true in films. Even 
the tremendous possibilities  of- 
fered by a mass medium such as 
video aren’t being fully exploited 
by the agencies. 

Some percenters think that pres- 
ent-day high operation costs are 
partially to blame for this state ot 
affairs. Because of the necessity 
of maintaining present revenues. 
agents are devoting most of their 
selling to already established stars. 
since commissions are higher and 
Thus 


the newcomers in the business 
havent been getting the proper 
attention. 


Aside from video, the only new 
development in getting greater 
agency revenue in the past few 
years has been testimonial sales 
Several talent offices are now real- 
izing sizable sums in commissions 
and extra dividends in the way of 
publicity pitches via sales of com- 
mercial testimonials by some of 
the top names. 

The major agencies sometime 
ago realized that something had to 
be done in the way of creating new 
salesmen The Morris office, for 
example, starts promising young- 
sters as secretaries to agents. and 
when sufficient knowledge of the 
field is gained, they are eventually 
given opportunity to see what they 
can do as peddlers. Some of the 
top men at the Morris office start- 
ed off in this manner. 

Music Corp. of America several 
vears ago started the policy of 
hiring voung college grads at sal- 
aries of around $50-$60 weekly 
and teaching them the business. 
The turnover with this policy at 
MCA has been fairly large so far 
and results haven't justified the 





? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 





+ 








In 1947 so many reports and rumors about flying saucers were 
fiving around that the high command ordered the Air Force te 
take over Operation Saucer. The thing remained top secret for 
mere than a year. Last summer one of our VARIETY muggs ran 
into some personal angles on the project, revealing that there 
was some conflict between scientists called in and the Air Force 
brass. Scully ran some of this in ‘his “Scrapbook.” His revela- 
tions, if taken straight, would have staggered the universe. They 
appeared in the Oct. 12 and Nov. 23 issues of VaRIETY. * 

Then on Dec. 25 Walter Winchell announced over ABC that 
True Magazine was coming out in a few days with a long and 
documented feature entitled “Flying Saucers Are Real,” by Lieut. 
Donald E. Kehoe. Within 24 hours of the appearance of Kehoe’s 
story an Air Force spokesman blew the whole thing down and 
said they were closing Operation Saucer. Two days later Daily 
VARIETY ran an inside story from a press agent claiming it was 
all a publicity plant for “The Flying Saucer,” released by Film 
Classies. On his Sunday night broadcast of Jan. 1, Jimmy Fid- 
dler repeated this without credit 

Since then, however, Ken Purdy, publisher of True Magazine, 
and the editors of Life and Time are stopping at nothing to make 
the story stick. In short, Operation Saucer has not been closed 
down, only dummied up. Now go on with the Scully story. 
—FEditor. 











Magnetie Springs, O., Jan. 7. 

Before being heaved to another planet because of L’Affaire Sauciere, 
I would like to light a lighter under the brass of the Air Force and 
ask the desk generals 20 questions. Of course I could ask many more 
than 20 questions, but others, notably the staff of True Magazine, might 
like to get in a few queries on their own. 

My suspicion is that the Air Force top command decided to hide 
behind a “spokesman” and close the subject of flying saucers because 
they didn’t want to be asked any more questions to which they per- 
sonally or professionally didn’t have the answers. If I'm wrong maybe 
they'll answer these: 

1—Do you think it such a good idea to close off Operation Saucer 
at this time when the records show that more saucers fly the skies be- 
tween Dec. 21 and Feb. 15 than at any other time? 

2-——Why is it that pilots who have been trained to identify every 
make. model and nationality of airplanes all describe these space ships 
they have seen as “‘saucer-shaped?”’ 

3.-Did the Air Force wrecking crews break up one of these ships 
instead of letting it in the hands of magnetic engineers until they could 
study*in detail how such a ship, if not put together on this earth, could 
have transferred from the magnetic lines of force from another planet? 
In other words, how could they leave on their beam and land on ours? 

4—Did the Air Force ever make public what the “explosives” look- 
ing like a dismantled flying saucer were, which they transported in 
army trucks from a western research base to Dayton, Ohio? 

5.—Weren’t all the saucers found on the western hemisphere mag- 
netic rather than jet jobs? 

No Tipping 

6—Wasn't the small one, which was 36 feet in diameter, equipped 
with landing gear which had steel-looking spheres instead of wheels 
and which when moving could not be tipped over by 10 men but when 
not moving could be tilted by one man? 

7.—Considering how many of our planes have smashups on landing, 
wouldn’t it have been worthwhile to have studied the secret behind 
these magnetized, ball-shaped landing-gears before releasing parts to 
brassbound souvenir-hunters? 

8.-—Why don’t you release the tape-recordings of comments and 
questions asked at the public viewing of one of the men picked up dead 
from a fiving saucer, put in a preservative solution, and placed be- 
tween human specimens from prenatal to grown man in an exhibit at 
the Rosenwald Institute, Chicago? 

9.—What has happened to the remains of the 16 men found dead in 
one of the large saucers and the two in a smaller flying disk. 

10.—Did you ever find the secret of how these fiving saucers were 
nermetically sealed so as to show no outside crack when the door was 
closed? 

11.-—If vou suspect the flying saucers were manufactured and released 
by a foreign power, don’t vou know that as late as 1930 the foremost 
of such nations was happy to get rehabilitated Liberty motors from us 
‘(worth $100) at $3,000 apiece and hasn't shown any particular genius 
since in originating devices designed to conquer the air? 

12.—Have vou looked thoroughly into what our own air plants might 
be manufacturing with or without your knowledge or consent? 

FM or AM? 

13.—Did you ever see a radio like the one which was on the fiving 
saucer that landed on a ranch near Aztec, N. M.? 

14.—Wasn’t that the saucer that was dismantled by Air Force souve- 
nir hunters, s.g., and shipped overland to Wright Field, Ohio? 

15.—What happened to the body of the man 3'2 feet tall, taken dead 
from a saucer which had landed in New Mexico and exhibited in Rosen- 
wald Institute? 

16.—What do you know about magnetic fault zones in certain areas 
on this earth and notably in Oregon” 

17.—Do vou know how magnetic waves emanate from the sun, re- 
volve around the earth, continue on to the earth’s moon, come back to 
the earth and return from there to the sun? Do you know that mag- 
netic waves following a similar course travel between the sun, Venus 
and her moon? If you didn’t know much about this, why did you insist 
on tearing open everything that might have helped the magnetic scien- 
tists into determining if a saucer magnetically controlled could hop 
from one magnetic zone to another? 

18.—Since the scientists who researched these saucers have never 
been able to find any evidence of two of the saucer’s metals on this 
earth, how much nearer to the solution has Air Force Intelligence come 
Since taking over the project and now presumably shelving it? «¢ 

19 —Don't vou think it was something less than cricket to encourage 
Donald E. Kehoe, a former navy-trained balloon pilot as well as a 
marine corps airplane pilot, into writing that flying saucers are real. 
only tor you to deny the whole thing after his True magazine story 
broke? 

20.—And finally, do you believe we were all chumped by Film Class- 
ics and their recently released program picture called “The Flying 
Saucer’? 


expenditures. However, this policy 
will be continued for some time. names acquired in the deal, are in 
At MCA, the situation is slightly a position to strengthen the Mor- 
different than with most agencies ris office’s status in the pic in- 
because with their large talent list. dustry 
a talent buyer can nearly always Because of the extremely slow 
find something, and it takes no process of training new salesmen, 
genius merely to fill an order. the major offices are nearly al- 
In the recent absorption of the ways throwing out offers to estab- 
Berg-Allenberg Agency by the lished agents. Inter-agency move- 
Morris office, one of the byprod- ment hasn't been especially heavy 
ucts was the acquisition of some since present employers will near- 
top film salesmen, who, in con- ly always meet superior offers. 


junction with the top performing 
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Broadway 


George Metcalf quitting press 
dept. of Veterans Hospital Camp 
Shows. 

The William Morris. Jrs. ‘Ruth 
Redding’ planning a European 
honeymoon shortly. 

Sol Hurok out of the hospital 
Sunday (8) after an appendectomy 
and convalescing at home. 


Marvin Schenck, Metro veepee 
and studio exec,-in Gotham for 
week's confabs with h.o. toppers. 

Singer Vic Damone heading ¢o 
Miami, where he opens at the 
Beachcomber Feb. 2 with the Ritz 
Bros 

Marcello Girosi, head of Super- 
film Distributing Corp., due back 
from a two-month Coast junket 
Friday (13) 

Jack Broder, 
Pictures, in 
day (9) 
board 


prez of Realart 
from the Coast Mon- 
for a series of company 
meets 

Josephine Ziemian, personnel as 
sistant at Loew’s and Metro home 
office, became engaged Xmas Day 
to William Bien. 

Rudy Bretz, formerly with CBS 
television and WPIX, joined Dra- 
matic Workshop as head of the 
school’s new TV section. 

Lynn Baggett in New York for a 
week after having completed her 
latest film assignment in Harry M. 
Popkin’s production “D.O.A.” 

Saul Goodman, a Ballet Theatre 

~ founder, has gone ‘abroad for two 
months to gander plays and ballets 
in Paris, London and Rome. 

Jimmy Stroock, head of Brooks’ 
Costume, off the critical list at 
Doctors’ hospital. He’s been under 
treatment for a heart ailment 

Arthur W. Kelly, exec veepee of 


United Artists, planed to Mexico 
City last week on a_ business 
junket. His wife accompanied 
him. 


Malcolm (RKO Theatres prexy) 
Kingsberg’s son, Harold, student 
at Harvard Graduate School of 
Business, engaged to Ruth Joel of 
Yonkers. 

Morris Cohn, attorney for Screen 
Writers Guiid, in Gotham on a 
number of SWG legal matters, re- 
turns to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Mercedes McCambridge lost per- 
sonal property and _ furnishings 
valued at $15,000 in a recent fire 
at her eastside apartment. Items 
were uninsured. 

Robert K. Christenberry, prez of 
the Hotel Astor, elected to his 10th 
term as head of the Broadway 


Assn. at the organization’s 39th 
annual meeting 
Memorial Services for Willie 


Howard will be held by the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild in its Chapel in 
the Palace theatre building tomor- 
row (12) at 6 p.m. 

Michael Todd, Jr., son of the 
legit producer, taking leave of 
absence from Amherst College for 
an eight-month around-the-world 
tour on a freighter. 

Author Dashiell Hammett off for 
the Coast for preliminary talks 
with producer William Wyler on 
pic adaptation of Sidney Kings- 
ley’s legiter, “Detective Story.” 

The Mike Kaplans due in N. Y. 
tomorrow (12) having spent a week 
in Lundon following their tour, 
which started in Israel and took 
them through Italy and France. 

Irving Berlin returned from 
London Thursday (5) after looking 
over British production of ‘Annie 
(et Your Gun.” Wife and daugh- 
ter preceded him back to U. S. by 
couple of days. 

Orton H. Hicks, director of 
Metro's overseas 16m_ activities, 
lecturing tomorrow (Thurs.) on 
film distribution at the Amos Tuck 
School of Business Administration, 
Hanover, N. H. 

Gertrude Lawrence, due to finish 
in “Glass Menagerie” for Warners 
in the next week or so, goes to 
Fiorida thereafter for a vacation 
with her husband, legit producer 
Richard Aldrich. 

Claire Trevor and Milton Bren 


due in from the Coast next Tues- | 


day (17) to ready release plans on 
“Borderline” in which the actress 
stars and which Bren produced. 
Universal's distributing. 

Gael Sullivan, exee director of 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
guest-speaking Tuesday (17) at 
Temple Emanuel, Passaic, N. J., on 
invitation of exhib Harold Blu- 
menthal, who heads the congrega- 
tion. 

Martin Jurow has 
firmed as joining the William 
Morris Agency in New York as 
head of the play department and 
co-ordinator of all legit and east- 
ern motion picture talent activi- 
ties. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., eastern studio 
rep for several Hollywood indie 
producers, announced engagement 
of his daughter, Joanne, to Fred 
Mohrhardt, Jr. A Lehigh Uni- 
versity senior, he’s the son of Para- 
mount Pictures’ treasurer. 

Capt. Leonard Meakin, son of 
Hardie Meakin, head of RKO op- 
erations in Washington territory, 


been con- 


{ 
sailing for Europe with his wife) 
and six-month baby, to do a three- | 
year Army hitch in Germany. Pop 
is former VARIETY mugg in D. C. 


Chicago 
Wendell Corey here for radio 
and personal appearances. 


Jimmy Durante got together 
with new Chez Paree owner Dave 
Halper on possible date at spot. 


Hal Wallis, Paramount producer, 
here conferring with Harold 
Stevens, Par local branch manager. 


John Mason Brown, will be one 
of speakers at first Book and 
Author Luncheon at Blackstone 
Jan. 26 

Ted Lewis will enter St. Luke’s 
Hospital after his current run at 
Chez Paree for surgery to remove 
cartilage from his leg. 

Ted Goldsmith comes in to take 
over Chieago publicity for “Death 
of a Salesman,” while Hank Sen- 
ber goes ahead of company which 
starts tour Feb. 18. 

Hugh Martin. vocal arranger, 
and Hanya Holm, dance producer 
and choreographer, here for re- 
hearsals with Betty George, who 
takes over Julie Wilson part in 
“Kiss Me Kate” next week. 

Two changes in cast of “Detec- 
tive Story.” Taylor Graves, who 
appeared in “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
replaces William Phelps, who 
returns to New York. Elinor Randel 
is playing the role of hometown 
sweetheart for about 10 days while 
Patricia Canty, is out ill. 

Lydia Clarke, starring in “Detec- 
tive Story,” viewing preview of 
commercial short, “Julius Caesar,” 
in which she played small role. 

Dina Halpern and the cast in 
Yiddish version of “The Little 
Foxes” did five performances in 
two days at Douglas Park theatre. 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Robert Cummings in town. 

Marthe Zenthy still on a dance 
junket in Spain. , 

Dr. Herbert Kalmus briefly in 
Paris before homing. 

Al Hurwitz back to London at 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Arts 

“The Parradine Case” and “I 
Was a Male War Bride” cashing in 
on sock holiday trade. 

Maria Mauban, French starlet, 
to London to play in “Poison 
Road,” opposite Eric Portman. 

Director H. G. Clouzot leaves 
Jan. 28 for a two-year sojourn in 
Brazil. He will be accompanied 
by his wife and a full technical 
crew. 


London 


Norman Lawrence in for a four- 
week season at Ciro’s. 
Henry Sherek planes out Sunday 


' (15), to U. S. to attend the open- 


ing of T. S. Eliot’s “The Cocktail 
Party.” ; 
Weston Drury, formerly casting 


‘director for J. Arthur Rank and 


latterly with 20th-Fox, has launched 
out on his own as agent. 

Issy Bonn to South Africa end 
of January till early June for his 
annual vacation, after which he re- 
turns to resume his vaudeville unit 
tour with Moss Empires and Stoll’s. 

Jimmy- Wheeler, who has gone 
solo after playing a double act 
with his father for 20 years as 
Wheeler & Wilson, has been inked 
as resident comedian for Henry 
Hall’s “Guest Night” radio pro- 
gram. 

Maude Spector, casting director 
for J. Arthur Rank at Denham 
studios for last five years, termi- 
nates Jan. 14 as part of recent ax- 
ing policy. Expects to be back 
again later this year when activi- 
ties are resumed. 

Anglofilm, subsidiary of Colum- 
bia Pictures, started a filmusical, 
“Come Dance With Me.” which is 
being directed by Mario Zampi, at 
Nettlefold’s studios. Cast headed 
by English vaudevillians Ann Shel- 
ton and Max Wall, and includes 
Anton Karas, the zither player. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 

N. Y.’s Elmer Leterman back for 
a short stay. 

Dr. Sam Shellabarger 
here for a long stay. 

Spencer Weaver has taken over 
the Queen Surf Club 

Paul Kelley and wife at 
Royal for three weeks. 

Ruth Alder, 20th-Fox writer, here 
for a month at the Royal. 

The Clark Gables took a small 
house in the Kahala district. 

Al Jolson and wife here; he’s to 
entertain military forces here. 

Dorothy Aldrin, Warners fashion 
designer, at Waikiki for a month. 

Orville Dull back, looking over 
locations for Esther Williams’ next 
pic. ; 

Lew P. Rosen, Royal Theatres, 
back for his annual directors meet- 
ing. 

E. B. McCreal, wife and daugh- 
ter (he’s of Warners photo divi- 
sion), at Royal for a month. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Woody Herman and his Wood- 
choppers are at the Click. 
A syndicate plans to convert the 
long dormant Lincoln Theatre into 


and wife 


the 


| a ballroom. 


Las Vegas, Nev. 


Andy Devine caught the limit 
on nearby Lake Mead. 

Jon and Sondra Steele and 
Galli-Galli at El Rancho Vegas. 

Gene Marvey in from Palladium, 
London, England, for appearance 
at Thunderbird with Alan King 
and Consolo and Melba. 

Mark Stevenson, of the films, at 
Flamingo where Danny Thomas is 
enjoying the most successful two 
weeks in history of his local ap- 


pearances. 
Ken Frogiey appointed pub- 
licity director for Las Vegas in 


1950 by Chamber of Commerce. 
Had been member of Steve Hanna- 
gan Associates staff which re- 
linquished Las Vegas account as of 
last Jan. 1 

New Year’s Eve biggest ever 
here with almost 12,000 visitors 
jamming availabie facilities at ali 
hotels and motels. Pete Pringle, 
CBS commentator from Holly- 
wood, settled for a room at Beaver 
Dam Lodge, 97 miles up the high- 
way from Las Vegas. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Irwin Shaw’s “The Gentle Peo- 
ple” skedded for Gaiety this 
month. 


Harry Moscow back from Eng- 
land after tour in “The Ex-Mrs Y” 
with Sonnie Hale. 

Joseph Tomelty’s Abbey play, 
“All Souls’ Night,’ has been rated 
best new Irish production of 1949 
by critics here. 

Hilton Edwards .and Michael 
MacLiammoir in on vacation from 
filming with Orson Welles in 
Moroceo; they’re’ returning to 
finish “‘Othello.” 

Roy Fox planed back from Man- 
chester where he’s been visiting 
wife, Kay Kimber, who's playing 
the lead in current production of 
“High Button Shoes.” 

Maureen Cusack back to stage 
after year’s absence owing to ill- 
ness; she’s skedded for Daphne Du 
Maurier’s “September Tide” to be 
produced by P. J. O'Connor at 
Gate. 


Elliot Lawrence, once a_ polio 


| victim, is heading the dance band 


division for the March of Dimes. 
Jules Dassin, film director, came 


‘in from Coast to whip “Alive and 


Kicking” into shape for Broadway. 


Norman Black, WFIL maestro, | 


and his band playing for “Ice Fol- 
lies of 1950” at the Arena for four- 
week stand. 

J. B. “Steve” Conley, general 
manager of KYW, back from Mi- 


ami where he convalesced follow- | 


ing an operation . 

Fred Fielding, former press 
agent for Philadelphia orch, named 
veepee in charge of radio for Mc- 
Lain-Dorville ad agnecy. 

Dick Mayers, former William 
Goldman flack here, returned to 
do promotion work for National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

Dr. Chevalier L. Jackson, inter- 
nationally known _ bronchoscope 
specialist, named head of newly- 
organized Philadelphia Civie 
Grand Opera Co. 

Nut Club switching to name-act 
policy following the Patti Page en- 
gagement. The Three Peppers 
are booked for Jan. 5, with Bea 


| Wain slated to follow. 


Marian Anderson received award 
for “furthering understanding 
among all peoples through her 
voice,” at Christmas Cotillion in 
Reynoids Auditorium, staged for 
benefit of Mercy-Douglass Hospi- 
tal. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Herbie Fields band into St. Paul 
Flame. 

Ritz Bros. opened at Club Car- 
nival Jan. 9. « 

Club Carnival has Ritz Brothers 
and Tony Martin underlined. 

Hildegarde at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace for fortnight. 

Joey Bishop and Rey & Gomez 
into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race. 

“Inside U. S. A.” and “Detective 
Story” underlined for February at 
Lyceum. 

“Mister Roberts” into Lyceum 
for 10 nights and two matinees 
starting Jan. 15. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 


‘here four nights with Minneapolis 
!Symphony orch. ; 
' Gene Autry into Auditorium 
with his Hollywood show for mati- 
nee and night Jan. 14. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Russell Swann for return engage- 
ment plus Bob Cross orch. 


Al Grant, new singing emcee, | 


into Club Carnival with Connee_ 
Boswell and Dean Murphy. 

Curly’s holding Satira with Don | 
Arita. Show also includes Annette 
Olson, Joe Rio and line of six 
girls. 

“Light Up Sky” opened at Ly- 
*ceum a night earlier than originally 
announced giving nine perform- 
ances. 

Shipstad-Johnson’s “Ice Follies’ 
annual local three-week engage- 
ment scheduled for Arena, April 
19-May 8. 

Rey & Gomez, on bill with Joey 
Bishop at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace, jump from here to Bac- 
cara, Paris, opening there Feb. 1 


Margie ,.Hart, one of “Light Up 
the Sky” stars, beck in her home 
town where she started in show 


biz as burlesque chorus girl, later 
becoming one of foremost strip- 
pers. 

“I'd Like to Be 
Baby Like You,” 
Perry Martin, vet singing orch 
conductor and m.c. at Club Car- 
nival, accepted for publication by 
Robbins. 

New Year’s Eve prices up slight- 
ly from year ago in some nighi- 
clubs but the same in most of 
them, $10.85 per person for sup- 
per, favors, dancing and_ floor 
show being town’s top. 


a Sitter for a 
composed _ by 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Valentine Cortese back to Rome 
after two months in Venice 

Dannielle Darrieux being sought 
for a Lux Film to be made in 
Italy. 

Henry Lombroso 
named general rep 
Pictures in Italy. 

Dr. Felix Graziani of Rome's 
Redel Films has left for Augsburg, 
Germany, as head of film branch 
there. 

Margot Grahame in from Lon- 
don to play a part in the Anthony 
Havelock Allen film, “The Eagle 
and the Lamb.” 

Lois Maxwell, American 
has just finished playing Queen 
Christine of Sweden for Herald 
Pictures’ “Amori e Veleni” (“Love 
and Poison”’). 





been 
Republic 


has 
for 


actress, 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Julius Brandt, 76, weli-known ac- 
tor, died. 

Oscar Karlweis, actor, en route 
to New York. 

George London, U. S. baritone, 
back to America. 

Boris Morros discussing plans 
with Willi Forst for a Franz Lehar 
biofilm. 

Charlotte Friedrich, 22, well- 
known danseuse, killed in auto ac- 
| cident. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and fam- 
ily, reserved rooms at Bad Gastein, 
health resort. 

Peter Lorre and Jeanette Mac- 
Donald appearing here in U. S 
entertainment centers. 

Robert Stolz directed New Year's 
concert in studio of Ravag, Austri- , 
an broadcasting system. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Metro’s ‘“Neptune’s Daughter” is 
solid at St. James, Sydney. 

Nightclub biz is solid in Sydney 
after smash New Year trade. 

Sydney Symphony Orchestra led 
by Eugene Goosens may do U. S. 
tour in late °50. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” continues 
to do sock biz in New Zealand for 
J. C. Williamson. 

Metro's revival of “The Wizard 
of Oz” is pulling smash biz at own 
Liberty, Sydney. 

Joe McConville, Col’s interna- 
tional prexy, was entertained by 
New Zealand pic execs on looksee. 

Emanuel Silverstone, 20th-Fox 

| topper, wined and dined by Sydney 
pic execs. He's here for an exten- 
sive looksee. 

Rex Dawe has been placed in 
charge of Colgate-Palmolive radio 
productions following the death of 
producer Russell Scott. 

Aussie critics chose French film. 
“The Baker’s Wife.” as best pie of 
49. Pic only played selected spots 
didn’t run up a smash b.o. 

Peter Dawson. who operates the 
Savoy theatres in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne, returned from a world 
tour. Dawson shows mostly Brit- 
ish and Continental pix. 

Col’s “Jolson Sings Again” is re- 
cording one of the greatest b.o., 
takes in the history of the local 
cinema at the 2,584-seater State. 
a for Greater Union Thea- 
res, , 





Hollywood 


Sara Allgood home with flu. 
| Evelyn Keyes laid up with strep 
' throat. 

Kay Williams recovering from 
| surgery. 

Jean Parker divorced Dr. Kurt 
Grotter. 

Harry Ruby recovering from eye 
trouble. 

Harry Popkin laid up with virus 
infection. 

George Raft 
major surgery. 

Henry King took off on South 
American tour. 

Frank Buck in town after an 
eastern lecture tour. 

Edgar Bergen to Houston 
two weeks at Shamrock hote! 

Robert Welch to Palm Springs 


hospitalized for 


for 


for story conferences with Bob 
Hope. 
Ted Morris returned to the 
Metro flackery after eight-month 
illness 


4] Jolson returned from Hono- 
lulu where he put on two shows for 
servicemen 

Darryl! Zanuck 
20th-Fox - after 
Valley vacation. 

Richard Todd in from England 
to start U. S. film career in “Light- 
ning Strikes Twice.” 

J. Arthur Rank due in March for 
confabs with Universal-Interna- 
tional and Eagle Lion. 

John Campbell appointed to 
public relations committee of Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council 

George Jessel will be awarded 
Heart of Gold medal by Mt. Sinai 
Men's Club for his humanitarian 
work in 1949 

Ronald Reagan will 
guest at testimonial dinner 
by Friars Club at Bevhills 
with George Jessel as m.c 

Kathlyn Williams reported im- 
proving in Lone Pine Hospital fol- 


checked in at 
his annual Sun 


be honor 
tossed 
Hotel, 


lowing amputation of her right 
leg, injured in auto accident 

Pat O’Brien and Clarence Bud- 
ington Kelland will m.c. Rupert 


Hughes testimonial dinner to be 
tossed jointly bv the Authors, 
Lambs and Masquers. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock on the southern vacation list 

Nathan Golden, Commerce De- 
partment motion picture chief, ail- 
ing.at Emergency hospital. 

Irving M. Lichtenstein upped to 
director of public relations and 
sales promotion at station WWDC 

NAB prexy Justin Miller will ad- 
dress public relations section of 
Retail Dry Goods Assn. in New 
York this week. 

Local Variety Tent installed new 
officers, headed by chief barker 
Wade Pearson and assistants Mor- 
ton Gerber and Jerry Adams, last 
Monday (9). 

Judith Evelyn, star of “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” current in Balti- 
more, trekked in to make a pitch, 
along with radio’s Sigmund Spaeth, 
for National Symphony's fund 
raising drive. 


. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Jackie Hellers sail next weekend 
for 14-day cruise on Nieuw Am- 
sterdam. 

Rae Otterbeck, 
chorus girl, joined Sally 
show in Florida. 

Tiny St. Clair making cafe debut 
downtown at Copa after 15 weeks 
at Blue Ridge Inn. 

Sammy's Steak House getting 
downtown location, on site ot old 
Mercur’s Music Bar. 

Monica Lewis and Doris Stock- 
ton headlining new show at Wil- 
liam Penn's Terrace Room. 

Gave Jordan signed by Brock 
Pemberton for new Lee Tracs 
play, “Mr. Barty’s Etchings.” | 

Arturo Vercesi, Nixon = Cate 
headwaiter, planning his first visit 
to Italy in 38 vears this summe! 


Miami Beac 
iami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Ritz Brothers, Martha Raye ind 
Vic Damone follow Martin-Lew's 
into Beachcomber on Jan. 18 

New show Jan. 13 for Copa Cily 
will have Carmen Miranda in to? 
spot, with Joey Bishop in comeds 
slot. 

Lou Walters mulling plans ‘ 
bring his Havana (Bianquita 5! 
dium) show into Deauville hote'> 
Palm Room. 

Rose Marie’s option picked 
by Jack Goldman, to keep succes*- 
ful triple lineup with Jan Murra) 
and Vagabonds. 

St. John Terreil and Laurence 
Schwab preemed their Music Cl 
cus idea to mixture of society and 
average crowd on Jan. First 
production was “Desert Song. 
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OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM A. BRADY 
William A. Brady, 
man, died in New York Jan. 6. 
Further details in Legitimate 
department. 
MONTY BANKS 


Monty Banks, 52, actor, film di- 


rector 


Arona, Italy, Jan. 7. Death re- 
sulted from a 
fered by Banks, while being car- 
ried from the Arona railroad sta- 
tion to a nearby hospital. The ac- 
tor-director was enroute with his 
wife to their home on the Isle of 
Capri 

While in Italy, Banks was sched- 
uled to begin work on the first of 
three English-language pix to be 
made under the Monty Banks En- 
terprises’ banner. Initial venture 
was to have been based on the life 
of St. Francis. Banks, born 
Mario Bianchi in Nice, France, 
came to the U. S. in 1914, working 
at odd jobs prior to going to Hol- 
lywood. Banks appeared in a 


number of Mack Sennett shorts and 
silent films. In 1928, he left for 
England where he made several 
stage appearances in addition to 
working in films there as an actor, 
producer and director. 

Among his British film appear- 


86, vet show- | 


and husband of British | 
comedienne Gracie Fields, died in | 


heart attack suf- | 


DeMille in 1913. For a time Hick- 
/Ince but later returned to acting. 
Outstanding among his pictures 
were “Blossoms in the Dust,” 
“Gone With the Wind,’ Watch on 
the Rhine” and “Three Hearts for 
Julie.” In addition to his wife, his 
son, Wally, survives. 
JOSEPH JARRETT HILL 

Joseph Jarrett Hill, 44, a diree- 
tor of radio shows for the Castor. 
Farrell, Chesley & Ss yg ad 
agency, died in New York, Jan. 9 
after a long iliness. Hill previous- 
ly had been connected with the 
Lord & Thomas and Young and 
Rubicam ad agencies While 
working with latter. he served as 
director for the “We, the People” 
airer. Born in Charleston, W. Va.., 
Hill came to New York in 1926 as 
‘assistant music critic of the re- 
cently dissolved N. Y. Sun 

Hill also served as a director for 
CBS and NBC. Among the shows 
he handled were “Duffy's Tavern,” 
“Screen Guild Theatre” and *‘Man- 
hattan at Midnight.” 

A wife and son survive. 


HYMIE GOLDSTEIN 


Hymie Goldstein, 61, vet vaude- 
ville and cafe booker. died Jan. 7 
in New York of a heart attack. 









Who passed away 
EUGENE, SAM, 


ances were roles in the Elstree 
Productions’ ““Not So Quiet On the 
Western Front.” “Charming De- 
ceiver” and “So You Wouldn't 
Talk.’ Included in his directorial 
efforts were “Queen of Hearts,” 
“We're Going to Be Right” and 
“Keep Smiling.” all of which 
starred Miss Fields. His most re- 
cent film portrayals were in “A 
Bell for Adano” and “Blood and 
Sand.” 

Banks, who became an American 


citizen in 1940, had also been an. 


associate producer for 20th-Fox in 
England. Banks accompanied 
Miss Fields on her tours during 
World War II. He was a member 
of the Picture Pioneers. 


TESS GARDELLA 

Tess Gardella, 52, singing come- 
dienne who had appeared in vaude 
and musicomedy, died in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Jan. 3 of diabetes. 

Miss Gardella, although born in 
the mining region of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., came to New York after the 
death of her father, a miner, and 
settled down in the Mulberry Bend 
section. She matriculated for 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 


“EZ” KEOUGH 


Who Passed Away Jan. 15, 1948 


BOB EVANS 
SADIE JACOBS 





what afterwards was to become a 
Stage career, singing at political 
rallies and dances. She later sahg 
in niteries of Chinatown, where 
she attracted the attention of Lew 
Leslie, an agent, who later routed 
her in vaude houses as Aunt 
Jemima. 

Later, she appeared in several 
Broadway musicals, including sev- 
eral editions of George White’s 
“Seandals” and as Queenie in the 
revival of “Show Boat” in 1932. 
lier last Broadway appearance was 
at the Palace, N. Y., several 
months ago. 

Survived by four sisters and a 
brother. 


—- 


HOWARD C. HICKMAN 

Howard C. Hickman, 69, stage 
and screen actor, died Dec. 31 at 
his home in Los Angeles following 
a heart attack. A legit actor since 
1903, Hickman made his stage bow 
With Robert Mantell and later ap- 
peared with Amelia Bingham. In 
1906, he married Bessie Barriscale. 
with whom he co-starred the fol- 
lowing year in “Rose of the 
Rancho” at the Alcazar, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Their first film 


together was 
Rancho,” produced 


by Cecil B. 


In Memory 


of our dearly beloved Brother 


WILLIE HOWARD 
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ailing for 
been well 
enough to attend to his duties until 


Goldstein had been 
some time. but had 


the day before his death. He col- 
lapsed in the apartment of agent 
Sid Leipzig and died before aid 
could reach him. 


Goldstein for nearly 10 years 
was president of the Associated 
Agents of America. He took 


over the helm of the group shortly 
after its organization in 1940 and 
held it for nine successive terms. 
He had been an agent for nearly 
40 years. 


Survived by his parents, son and | 


daughter 

GEORGE PALMER PUTNAM 

George Palmer Putnam, 63, pub- 
lisher, writer and explorer, died 

| Jan. 4 in Trona, Calif., after four 
weeks of treatment for uremic 
poisoning and internal hemor- 
rhages. He was once president of 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, century-old 
publishing house. 
turned out “Smiting the Rock,” 
“Southland of North America,” 
“Hot Oil.” “Death Valley and its 
Country,” and * 
an explorer he was associated with 
Admiral Byrd. Sir Hubert Wilkins 
and Rov Chapman Andrews. In 
recent vears he operated a resort 
in Death Valley. 

Putnam was married four times. 
His second wife was Amelia Ear- 
hart. the fiver who was lost at sea 
in 1937. 

DORA DEAN JOHNSON 

Dora Dean Johnson, 78, of the 
Negro vaude team of Johnson & 
Dean. originators of the cakewalk, 
died in Minneapolis last week after 
a long illness. Born in Covington, 
Ky., she joined with Charles John- 
son, her husband, to become a 
dance team which won. consider- 
able fame in the late ‘90s. The 
team introduced the cakewalk in 
Madison Square Garden in 1895 
and, subsequently, they toured Eu- 
rope fer 17 vears. They reap- 
peared intermittently in = vaude- 
ville and night clubs up to few 
vears ago when her husband sut- 
fered a leg injury. 

Her husband, son, and a brother 
survive. 

ROBER’ r HARTMANN 

Robert Hartmann, 52, 20th-Fox 
Movietone News’ manager in Ger- 
many, was killed Dec. 22 in an 
auto accident near Munich He 
was to have headed his company’s 
new operations in Germany which 
began Jan. 1. Prior to that date 
| the U. S. Army and Navy handled 
, all newsreel filming in that area. 
| Originally a cameraman, Hart- 
mann was an ieseskey pioneer and 
crossea fhe Atlantic on the Graf 
Zeppelin when the German dirigi- 
ble made its maiden flight in 1929 
He was 20th’s rep for over 20 
vears in Germany and also worked 
for the Hearst press as a European 
staffer. 


MRS. ALFRED WALLE 
Mrs. Louida Hilliard Walle, 79. 
former legit actress and singer, 
died in New York. Jan. 7. She be- 
gan her theatrical career in New 


man was a film director for Thomas | 


As a writer he’ 


‘Hickory Shirt.” As | 


| york at the age of 15. Her per- 
| formances included roles in “The, 
'Prince of Pilsen,” “The Merry 
Widow” and “Woodland” under 
‘Henry Savage’s management. She 


|per in “Wang” and “Dr. Syntax” 
and was at one time a member of | 
the McCall Opera Co. 

- Surviving is her brother Mack 
Hilliard, manager of the Coronet 
theatre, N. Y. 


HAL CARLETON 

Hal Carleton, 53. for many years 
advertising and publicity director 
of Metro in Australia, died Dec. 25_ 
in Sydney. 

Carleton was responsible for the | 
success here away back in the si- 
lent days of the Carroll-Musgrave 
ace Sydney house, Prince Edward. 
He was also responsible for the 
success of the first nabe Spanish- 
type cinema. 

Prior to joining Metro, Carleton 
headed a small company operating 
cinemas in Sydney and the nabes. 
He later sold these interests to 
Hoyts. 





FRANKLYN A. BATIE 

Franklyn A. Batie, 69, actor- 
singer who had appeared in many 
productions at the Winter Garden 
N, ¥, e166 wath Al Jolson in 
“Bombo” and “Big Boy,” died Dec. 
31 at NorWich, N. Y. 

He retired from 
1930. 

Born in Norwich, he began his 
stage career with Dockstader, 
Primrose and West minstrels. For 
15 vears he was a member of the 
Jack Wilson vaude act. Survived 
by a sister and two brothers. 


Broadway in 





GROVER C. DIER 

Grover C. Dier, 56, vet Cincin- 
nati projectionist, died Jan. 5 un- 
der the wheels of a motor bus 
near the Times theatre. where he 
worked since 1945. Dier walked 
into the side of the bus while on 
his way home after being relieved 
at his job because of illness. 

Survived by wife. two daughters 
four sons and two brothers. 


TEXAS JACK 
Texas Jack, 87, reformed outlaw 
whose real name was Nathaniel 
Reed, died in Tulsa, Okla.. Jan. 7. 
Jack, who rode with the Daltons, 
Bill Doclin and Henry Starr, 


toured in Wild West shows billed | 


as “Texas Jack, train robber.” The 
one-time outlaw was pardoned for 
his crimes when he turned state’s 
evidence against his confederates 





| 


CYRIL SMITH 

Cyril Smith, 46, singer. died in 
New York, Jan. 8. Smith, best 
known for his English dialect spe- 
cialties, was associated with Rudy 
Vallee when latter had his own 
orch. Among the platters turned 
out by the two were “The Old Sow 
Song” and “How the Fight Started 
in the Saloon.”’ 

Smith also worked in television 
and radio on Vallee’s programs. 


| STEPHEN W. McGRATH 
Stephen W. McGrath, 51, United 


Artists’ assistant contract manager, 


died in N. Y. Jan. 5, following a 
heart attack. McGrath started with 
the First National Exhibition Cir- 
cuit, later First National Pictures. 
He was also a production represen- 
tative in Hollywood until he came 
east to join UA 23 years ago. 

His wife, mother, three daugh- 
ters, a sister and brother survive. 
TOM PATRICOLA 
Tom Patricola, 59, former vaude- 
ville performer, died Jan. 1 in 
Pasadena, Cal., following a brain 
operation. He toured the bigtime 
in the heyday of vaudeville and 
appeared for years in Broadway 
musicals, including George White's 

“Scandals.” 
In recent years he played sup- 
port roles on the screen. 


MARGUERITE BITTER 
Marguerite Bitter Clayton, 50 
concert pianist who appeared as 
Marguerite Bitter, died in Los An- 
geles, Jan. 9 from injuries re- 
ceived in an auto accident more 
than two months ago. Mrs. Clay- 
ton had made concert tours of the 
U. S. and Canada, besides provid- 
ing music for films. 
Her husband anda 
JOHN E. ST. CLAIR 
John E. St. Clair, 75. musician, 
died at his home in Laconia. N. H.., 
Dec. 31, after a long illness. He 
had played with many orchestras 


sister survive 





and bands, including Sousa’s 
Band. 
Survivors include his widow 


two sons, a stepson and a sister. 


CHIC THOMAS 
Charles T. North, 57, died in 
Chicago, Jan. 5. Vaude comedian 
toured U. S. and Canada for 35 
vears under the name of Chic 
Thomas. 
Survived by two sisters. 
ABRAHAM NELSON 
Abraham Nelson. 59. died in Chi- 
cago, Jan. 8 He was former out- 


' door advertising manager for Shu- 

berts until he retired three years 

age. ; 
Survived by two daughters, sis- 


ter, and four brothers. 
alsa appeared with DeWolfe moe. scianihiebiabidl 


Cc. R. McHENRY 

C. R. McHenry, 66, retired thea- 
tre operator, died Jan. 4, in a Dal- 
las, Tex., hospital. In 1922 he 
erected the Rosewin theatre in 
Oak Cliff. Later he acquired and 
built several other theatres which 
he operated under the name of the 
Oak Cliff Amusement Co. He re- 
tired in 1934. 


MONROE LATHROP 
Monroe Lathrop, 86, pioneer mo- 
tion picture critic, died Jan. 5 at 
his home in Hollywood. 
He was drama editor of the old 
Los Angeles Express and the Morn- 
ing Tribune. 


JACK OVERMAN 

Jack Overman (34) film charac- 
ter actor, died Jan. 4 in Hollywood 
following a heart attack. 

He was working in “Jet Pilot” at 
RKO when stricken 

WILLIAM L. WHITNEY 

William Lincoln Whitney. 88. 
vocal teacher of Met soprano 
Eleanor Steber, Louise Homer and 
other operatic stars, died Dec. 27 

He is survived by his wife and 
two sons. 








JAMES J. BROWN 

James J. Brown, veteran mem- 
ber of the International Assn. of 
Showmen, died at his home in St 
Louis., Dec. 31. 

His widow survives. 

Mrs. Dominick Serrao, widow of 
vet Pittsburgh district exhibitor 
and theatre building contracto1 
died at the Citizens General -Hos- 
pital in New Kensington, Pa., Dee 
23 after a long illness. 

Among surviving children are 
three exhibs, William G. Serrao 
who operates the Kent in Arnold 
Pa.; A. Fred Serrao, the Circle in 
New Kensington, and Rex Serrao., 
the Roxy in Ford City. 


Goeffrey Chance, 56. died at his 
home at Saranac Lake, N z., 
Jan. 1. He moved there 20 years 
ago for his health. 

He was formerly the owner and 
manager of Chance’s Restaurant. 
top nitery in Northern New York 
during prohibition days. At the 
time of his death he was repre- 
sentative of the Baldwin Piano Co 

His wife and two children sur- 
vive. 

Father, 80. of Joe Goltz, foreign 
sales manager of Eagle Lion Films. 
died of a heart attack in Dallas 
Jan. 5. Wife, two other sons and 
two daughters also survive 

Michael Angelo Antonaccio. 22. 
a musician with Woody Woodall’; 
band, died Dec. 29 of a gunshot 
wound received while hunting near 
Youngstown, O. 








Maude Bowman, 77, member of 
the Warners research department 
for 25 years, died Dec. 30 in Los 
Angeles. 





Devin Charles Freeman, infant 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Free- 
man, died Dee. 31 in Hollywood 
Father is a DAILY VARIETY staffer 

Mother, 88, of jazz violinist Joe 
Venuti, died at her home in Phii- 
adelphia last week. 


Father, 63, of Robert Busch 
manager of Avalon theatre. Chi- 
cago, died in that City Jan. 3 
; Mrs. Anne M. Shaw, 54. wife of 
Frank Shaw, film director. died 
Dec. 28 in Hollywood 

Widow, 54, of Edward E. Shu- 
maker, former RCA-Victor prexy 
died in Merchantville, N. J.. Jan. 8 
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Temple Pic 
aaa ©Ontinued from page 1 =! 
mona during the holiday season 
It got a number of holdovers. 

UA feels that these good grosses 
prove the point that it was the 
bustup of Miss Temple’s marriage 
rather than picture quality that ac- 
counted for the poor getaway. The 
reason, therefore, thaf a reasonable 
wait before sending it out into fur- 
ther release may better the bo. 
potential, 

Miss Temple was in another film. 
Warner Bros.’ “Story of Sedabis- 
cuit,” which also went into release 
just about the time the papers were 
giving a big ride to her split with 
John Agar. It likewise did unduls 
weakly at the b.o., giving strength 
to distrib opinion that the divorce 
publicity was the reason. 

Surprise angle in the divorce 
ruckus hurting grosses so much is 
that that is generally not the case 


with other players. As a matter 
of fact, some very serious legal 
hassles fhat stars have been in 
‘Errol Flynn, Robert Mitchum) 
have sharpened interest in their 
pix and pushed up grosses. Next 
test will probably come, however, 
with release of the pic of another 
player whose personal life until 
recently was held in very special 
esteem by the American public. 
That’s Ingrid Bergman, whose 
“Stromboli” will be sent into dis- 
tribution by RKO in March or 
April. 








Logan- “Hayward 


- Continued from page —— 








(through June, 1951), so double 
bonds will have to be posted with 
Actors Equity. Rehearsals are slat- 
ed to start Monday (16), and the 
play is to open March 8 at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., after a road 
tryout. 


Miss Hayes reportedly will get 
15° of the gross, plus 25°. of the 


net. Only other star getting such 
advantageous terms is’ Tallulah 
Bankhead, currently touring in 
“Private Lives.” 


Marilyn Maxweli.to Anders N 
McIntyre, Santa Barbara, Jan. 1 
Bride is a screen actress. 

Helen McDermott to 
Arvantes, Hollywood, Jan. 2. Bride 
is chief accountant at KLAC 
Hummitzsch to Bill 
Schwartz, New York, Dec 3l. 
Bride is with Arthur Godfrey's 
singing quartet, the Cordettes; he’s 
with N. Y¥. branch of the Morin- 
Schwartz talent agency of Milwau- 
kee 

Bess Levy to Harry Hendel, 
Charleston, S. C., Dec. 28. Groom's 
a Pittsburgh theatre owner 

Betty Annis to 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 
dancers 

Marion Fogel to Stan Slesinski. 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 1. Bride’s with 
Republic exchange in Pitt. 

Ida Bonato to James Tucci, 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 7. Groom’s with 
Baron Elliott band and bride's a 
planist. 

Estelle L. Dick to Seymour C., 
Freedman, Washington. D oi 
Jan. | He’s assistant director of 
ad-publi ity for the Schine Circuit 
of Gloversville, N. Y. 

Helen Gerald to Jimmy Dolan 
New York, Dec. 26. Bride is NBC 
radio and film actress: groom is 
librarian for NBC Symphony orch. 

\nne-Marie Gaver to James 
Henderson Lee, Jr., New York, 
Nov. 9. Bride is an NBC actress 
groom is a television actor-writer. 

Avis Pitts Dear to Charles H. 
Garland, Phoenix, Jan. 7. Ile’s 
general manager of KOOL 

Margaret Carroll to Irving A 
Maas, New York, Jan. 8 Groom 
is v.p. and general manager of 
Motion Picture Export Assn 


George 


Dorothy 


Jerry Lynne, 
30th are cate 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harmon Stevens 
son. Los Angeles, Dec. 29. Father 
is a stage and screen actor 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Martz, 
son, Rockaway, L. I., Dee. 30 
Father is with State Department's 
film division. 

Mir. and Mrs. Paul Brady, daugh- 
ter. Flushing, N. Y., Jan. 1. Mothe: 
is the former Roberta Lee. dance) 
father is member of vaude team of 
Barton & Brady. 

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Williams, 
daughter, Dayton, O., Jan 3 
Father is exec-veepee of WING, 
Dayton, and WIZE, Springfield. O. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Weber, 
son, Dec. 28, in Floral Park. L. | 
Father is assistant treasurer of 
Motion Picture Assn. of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tex Avery. daugh- 
ter. Hollywood, Dec. 36. Father is 
a film cartoonist at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Fisher. son, 
Culver City, Dec. 31. Father is 
a technician at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Michael. son. 
Jan. 4, New York. Father is head 
of publicity dept. General Artists 
Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vie Maitland. 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Dee 24. 
Father’s radio producer for Walk- 
er-Downing agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vic Lundberg, 
daughter, Phoenix, Jan. 9. Father 
is chief announcer of KOOL in 
Phoenix 

Mr. and Mrs. Manning Clagett, 
daughter, Washington, Dec. 31. 
Father is flack in Washington of- 
fice of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Garland. 
son. Phoenix, Jan. 1. Father ig 
on the sales staff of KOOL. 
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